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* Impatient to be delivered from the

they would be able to forge new
destinles for them benefiting from
a structured cooperative group-
ing. Till then, South Asia was the
region without any regional

Civil-Military Oligarchs vs. the Masses

' By Mansoor Mamoon

- —

the member states, came the

bled a simmering cauldron. Con-
sequently, Saarc got stalled. The
summit, which was an annual
event. could not be held for the
last two vears as India refused (o
sit with Pakistan on a regional

S

ple of Indonesia in Asean so as L0

resources are at the disposal of
their privileges and authority,
synonymous with the sanctity of
the state. These new Brahmins,
the ruling elite are still dominat-
ing the [ree people with the

"Unfortunately, food production

resources. It is the mult-national
companies which are looking at
the resources and exploiting
them. We must unite to stop this
process”.

Hope in Hopelessness

By Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury

gvc the Impression L the
¢ has been affected but she

keen to see that the conference of
their leaders takes place without
further delay. It Is also equally
true that various ongoing activi-
ties of the forum are contnuing.
But the reality is that much of the

be eliminated when the summit is

and to his dismay there is little
sign to break the stalemate over
the event. The standoff continues
and Lhis Is more worrying for the
smaller members of the body.,

S

block to the holding of the event.

Rajlv Gandhi, Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Junius Jaweyerdene and
others attended it. The very fact
that Pervez Musharraf Is in power
appears to be the reason for
Indian reluctance to the summit

- _._*

Unfortunately, Saarc has become

~ nforeseen blow. Relations make the forum viable and effec- held. However, this argument a a victim of bilateral relationship”
dm‘hmcmiﬁmw gureﬂnﬂlﬁ ;etwecn Indla and Pakistan tve. If Indonesia, the largest A rlw?nllai 1?10 : &ﬁmc belleves the process of reglonal Last month. senior officials of ~somewhal hollow since > aaid“dforw foreign sacrclaryarﬁl
. hed an all time low centri yember country in Asean, would ASSLIC; TURACE LIS M € | cooperation would continue and  seven member-countries met at leaders in the past did not bother  gecretary of the first
for centuries, but which they are  r'eac an T ng -m - : Organisation (WTO) and multina- | its activities are not stalled Colombo and discussed maiters aboul the system of governance
- no longer prepared to tolerate”. their long lingering dispute over have shown big brotherly attitude tional companies (MNCs) are : : I id Saarc summit in Dhaka Faruq
' Kashmir Iting In thelr fren: cooperation In South East Asia All these bode well for the relating to Saarc activities. While  Ina member-coun ering  Ahmed Chowdhury. He said the
When Saarc was formally mir resulling i pe affecting our food production | forum of regional inaugurati he this as an int alr of a 7

f d nuke capabill- would have faltered and fumbled. eglonal cooperation in ﬁ rat “‘E the meetng, Sri seven-nation forum was also
launched In December 1985 it, ©f arms race and nuke capa ERt, g system. It Is time we needed to see | South Asla. But contrary to this Lankan foreign minister Sovereign nation. The first sum-  expected to contribute to the
* therefore, generated great enthu-  Ues. | S0 once a&al?‘ ‘I:ﬂ:hpr?hﬁ power structures, policles and | impression, the fact remains that  Kadirgamar did not appear pessi- ~ mit in haka was hosted by Ban-  gqevelopment of bilateral relations

~ slasm, rising expectations and When General Pervez that'therulinge "c“'; erthey Lo manitarian issues for the sake | the Saarc s in a difficult situa- mistic about the forum's future @ladesh- president LLGeneral 35 3 Jogical corollary Lo the
. bold promises among the peoples  Musharraf usurped power in be civil-military oligarchs or party ¢ o/ cod. The conference | ton, as the next summnit of its but he also did not make any H-M. Ershad and was particl-  eraqive venture but deplores that
of the member-states that bury-  Pakistan. the geo-political situa-  political demigods. are the new (o of (he opinion that South | leaders h in the balance. bones of the fact that summit js Paled by Pakistan mili dicta-  § is still d t on state of
ing their bitter pasts at last long tion in the subcontinent resem- Brahmins of South Asia. National 5 qi5 s extremely rich in | True, members-countries are Important for the organisation tor General Ziaul Haq. Indian PM  ,jj5teral ties.” When the problem

is between India and

and the situation turns serious, it
is all the more maﬁ
Chowdhury hoping that

will come across the hurdles.

tion. Close bv was the There Is no denying that the . \pio oia0e. Does it mean that The ongoing Saarc activities
example of ASEAN through which  plank. The smaller countries like mindset of enslavers though This sentiment ricocheted | future of the organisation that current problems on staging the .o :r:ulﬁtix o asgnng ho%::?gr the futioeof (he
South Easl Asian countries, once Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, colonialism In the region Is long among the participants, who | W4as founded in Dhaka in 1985 summit stem f[rom rivalry

derided as ‘the Balkans ol the
East’, were making steady prog-
ress and bold sirides towards
economic development. Bul
despite all the ingredients and
resources of becoming prosper-
ous South Asia continued o
languish as the world's moslt
prominent poverty pockel, con-

_parable only with East Alfrica.

Saarc was deemed as a panacea
and a formula for pooling the
resources and eflorts of the meim-

Nepal and the Maldives were
helpless bystanders and could
not do much to bring India and
Pakistan together and revive
Saarc.

Very recently Sri Lanka,
bedevilled by its continuing les-
tering Tamil insurgency. made a
desperate bid to assuage India o
give up its rigid stand and agree (0
the holding of the long-delayed
Saarc summit. It despatched its
foreign minister first to New Delhi
and (hen to Kathmandu. The

gone and a new era of geo-
economic competition based on
open markets, free trade, regional
cooperative alllances in the form
of whal has since been known as
globalisation has ushered in.
When most of the countries are
moving towards closer economic
integration and mutual coopera-
tion to successfully meet the
challenges of globalisation and
reap the benefit out of it, South
Asla has once again (ragically
relapsed Into Isolation [rom the

identified political unrest, food
crisis, wrong development poli-
cies and globalisation as the
principal reasons behind the
present crises in South Asla. The
crises will have snowballing effect
unless the ruling elite realise
where they are drifting their
region to. The sooner they do so
the better for their people as well
for them too, failing which there
might be catastrophic conse-
quences the signs of which are
already visible.

hinges on the summitry cycle
since It is the heads of govern-
ment who take the vital decisions
to develop the forum. The leaders
are scheduled to meel once In a
year but the scheduled summil
which was (o take place In
Kathmandu more than a year ago
remains uncertain. It is not the
first time that the summit has
been delayed or postponed. But
what is disturbing this time is
that never before the event was
delayed Indefinitely and so much
so that a kind of frustration has

between India and Pakistan.
Admittedly, their enmity Is noth-
ing new but still Saarc was born
and progressed by leaps and
bounds given the resource con-
straints and Inherent mistrust
that characlerises the bilateral
ties between several members.
Why then the Indo-Pak bilateral
relationship now slands on the
way to hold the next summil?
Their traditional hostilities nose-
dived in mid last year over Kargll
conllict. And a military takeover
in Pakistan further compounded

as he remains in power? However,
India has not given any official
position on this. New Delhi said
time is not conducive for the
event. Going by Saarc charter,
heads of governments meelng
takes place when all members are
unanimous on it. As the stale-
mate persists, there Is also a
silver lining In the otherwise dark
cloud. Indo-Pakistan relations,
currently at one of the lowest
ebbs, may improve in the coming
days as some forward movements
are discernible involving Kashmir
- the main bone of contention of

forum even though the standofl
continues. The 19th Saarc Audio
Visual Exchange (SAVE) meeting
began in Dhaka on December 19.
Strengthening of such activities
and integrated mme of
actions (IPA) will hopefully help
early holding of the summit
which will certainly take place.
Alter all, no member-siate Is
against the forum which might
not have blossomed into a much
viable one but has definitely
proved beneficial to vast mulu-
tude living in the region.

WHEN the ber states for their collective Indian government told poimt  new global economic trends. SRI Lankan p {hose who foresee a the ties. General Pervez thelr dispule although nothing
seven-nation benefit. Though a late starter the blank that the Uming for l‘pe b 1a 8 oritiesd eIt natlat far (e : rorcign Minis- ?N tpll;_?:pgets for lf'é’ t.;?uperal; mhmarml hommlndmla mconaid lr; ﬁwwn:pi?mhl”o{muglm pmgg
) South Asian Success of Saarc was not negligh “‘ﬁ"ﬂ:‘d““ﬂﬁ i e con.  Yewon and was underpinned by Kad ;l;ag’ér,?,:.'.'- progress in the last 16 yeas of as the mastermind of the Kar%ﬁg. New Delhl and Islamabad are not
Associftion. for "R Meaplie manyBLOtER s T 'cs:mu the member- the members of the civil soclety - was i n existence.The Saarc hasunfortu- Indlan Prime Minisier A.B. holding bilateral talks at any level
emmlir._(Saarc) b HHCE UGy EREIe B 2 fsf ttt his Nepalese coun- human rights and NGO activists just the other and it seems somewhat difficult w.."f,ﬁ to meet the Pakistan talkswere common before despite
was still in its SouthAsian tdcnljtyanﬂc} w"lﬁ"g ;uln snc;n[gtme fwo eld the view and other professionals - from day and dis- (o come out of the precarious strongman and as such New their differences on many Issues.
formative stage Strategies for lex:s on l;ﬂ:ﬂl View of Indlan opposition five South Asjan countries, who | cussed the possibilities of con- situation. The existence of the Delhl asked for postponement of Many analysts feel that bilat
the then Fore Minister of through cooperation, coo l‘]““‘ n at in ulcc‘l” S he i1 lr?}m:dinle gathered together in Kathmandu | ven the tponed next sum-  organisation has not been jeopar-  the event in last October before eral relations the mm':
- Pakistan Aga Shahi writing under tion and integrated approaches. lcrtci? nﬂ ¢ v em.  In connection with the holding of | mito C leaders with Prime dised or for that matter none of the summit was (o be staged In bcr-stalcﬂmmyrmlbl;
" the heading of 'Challenges and But, as South Asia was moving Eg:_nm tmtc ng of Saarc the four-day conlerence of Sec- Minister Girija Prasad Kolirala. (he seven members are showing the Nepalese capital. - for problems In the Saarc wit-
g opmrtumueao[chlona] Cooper- towards prefcrcnual trading -stlates. £ ond Saarc People's Forum. At the Bangladesh Prime Minister lack of interest In Its activities Bilateral m do take nessed often while the forum is
Gl ISy 1008 oy angcnl wiich vl v, I Soulh Al b 518k concluded ol s spets | Gt ety G0 e o A o T AR g o S AL on e suppcsct il oy
d the new stirrings ¢ven y ¢ ' ; obse _ e orre- acl Is sidelines ol the conlerence. :
*a the mass people of 1%: compact economic bloc and free  India has the biggest clout. Wh:’g g’ng:‘uﬂ}éh a v::;dmxuﬁrﬁﬁﬂg 390;:({18%%3500!31!011 of Bangla- uncertainty surrounding the next  There s also an Impression In }%ﬂﬂm:mmmmm
region by saying, “The people of trade area fostering flow of invest-  Saarc was mooted it was expect s{tuation. is riow worse Lhan {n d::el ) recently that certain m}tj has cast a gloom in the some quarters that army rule in o ters. But reality is that issues
South Asla are aroused and ment and commodities among that India would follow the exam- g o vt another speaker sald, opments in the on may orizon and this can only Pakistan has become a stumbling  pe(ween two members do matter.”
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Security

The Hotbed of Tension?

By Ekram Kabir ALY b, e e SRS S B SIREY IR N v s AL R SO & o) - b GRS et L L Raait - T N =3
s “SOUTH Asia is the hotbed of tension,” said the military, and civilian targets in India-held Kashmir and elsewhere in  rorism around the world? The primary reason thal comes to mind is  war.

London-based International Institute of Strategic
N Studies (11SS) said on October 19 in its annual
report. Military tension and terrorism still domi-
nate South Asian relations, with Pakistan and
’ India frozen in a dangerous diplomatic stand-oll.
: The 1ISS estimated that 1.000 people had been
1 killed in occupied Kashmir from January 2000 to
L August 2000. 1ISS judged India and Pakistan's

- e the country.

Pakistan allegedly is one of only three countries that maintains
formal diplomatic relations with - and one of several that supported -
Afghanistan's Taliban, which reportedly permitied many known
terrorists to reside and operale in its territory. America repeatedly has
asked Islamabad (o end support to elements that conduct terrorist
training in Afghanistan, to interdict travel of militants to and from

camps in Afghanistan. to prevent militant groups [rom acquiring

Kashmir, And of course Afghanistan, starting in 1979 with the inva-
sion of the Soviet army. The long and ongoing conflict in Alghanistan
attracted fighters from around the world, many of them at US bequest,
in the mid- 1980s.

Combating and preventing global terrorism Is one ol the most seri-
ous challenges facing America’s foreign policy in this new era. Now
what the West is going to do about it if they are so keen to combal
terrorism that's going on around Lthe world, especially in South Asia.

The Taliban support for terrorism, and its harbouring of Osama bin
Laden. needs 1o be condemned in the strongest possible terms. The
Wesl is responding to the threat. and Pakistan plays a very critical role
to play here. The US must remember that it Is nol in Pakistan's inler-
est 1o have the Taliban on its border. It is also not in Pakistan's inter-
est to have terrorist groups operating within its borders. One has lo l

]. -

judge whether it is in India’'s interest to have Pakistan isolated,
thereby

producing a grealer threal to

peace and stability in South

nuclear capabilities to be "little changed” during weapons. and to block financial and logistic support o camps in  andifth - el : : Asia. While it is undeniable that some Llerrorisi groups operale in
- : , ey are going Lo be the facllitators in these issues, do they have . - :
the vear. Alehanistan. In addition. the US has urged Islamabad to closecertain = ;1 aven hand ; Lh:l (Hev can make sure Lo continue mmmlmei{:allqg Pakistan, Pakistanis themsclves are often the vietims ol ferrorism. :
Does this imply anything for the region? It should. Because earlier  nudrassas, or “religious” schools, that actually serve as condults Ior gk all nations? It's important that they have. ——— . However. . with the terror thals cumingout of
in April the US State Department for the lirst time identified South terrorism. There's ] F15T otk shout Pakistan. S/HIEH has bedn a 1S ally South Asian region. Because it has been a part and parcel o =

Asia as a major hub of international terrorism, accusing Pakistan, the

traditional US ally, and especially Alghanistan of providing a haven
and support to international terrorist groups. In its latest annual
report describing the administration's efforts to combat terrorism, the
State Department also concluded that while Americans were once
threatened primarily by terrorism sponsored by states, today they
face greater threats [rom “loose networks” of groups and individuals
motivated more by religion or ideology than politics and financed
Increasingly by drug trafficking, crime and illegal trade.

The locus of terrorism directed against the US continued to shift
from the Middle East to South Asia, at least so says the Wesl. The
Taliban continued to provide safe haven for international terrorists,

| particularly Usama Bin Laden and his network, in the portions of
Afghanistan they controlled. Reports also continued to indicate offi-
clal Pakistani support for Kashmiri militant groups, such as the
Harakat ul-Mujahidin, that engaged In terrorism. In Sri Lanka the
government continued its protracted conflict with the Liberation
| Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Security problems persisted in India in

1999 from ongoing insurgencies in Kashmir and India’s northeast.

Kashmiri militant groups continued to attack Indian government,

Pakistan
Sawaal Das Karoor Ka

By Amna Khaisgi in Karachi _

The separatist group In Sri Lanka, Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, which the US has designated a Forelgn Terrorist Organisation,
maintained a high level of violence in 1999, conducting numerous
attacks on government, police, civillan and military targets.

ing the Taliban when America helped the nugaheddin reject the Sov
‘occupationin the mid-"80s:-Now the West seems 1o have an obligation
to do their part to help establish stability in South Asia, and it Is in '

for, 50, years. It helped the US during the problems it had in Afghani-
stan; It was a conduit for military equipment and weapons going in
there to stop the Russians - the then American foe. It worked with
America in Somalia; it has worked with the US during the entire cold
war. And now whenever the US talks aboult terrorism involving Paki-
stan, it seems that there is always a reluctance to talk about the prob-
lems right across the border, in India. Isn't it a sad commentary how
they have applied somewhat of a double standard towards its relation-
ship with Pakistan? Pakistan has been a [riend of the US, thick or
thin, but it seems that the US has been kicking this country every
time. In fact, America always needed a whipping boy, and it seems
that Pakistan is always the one that it does this. It is therefore time for
making a very comprehensive statement to that effect. In India there
are half a million troops in Kashmir, reportedly gangraping women,
going in in the middle of the night, taking people out of the houses,
and killing them and torturing them. And people just disappear. It's
not understandable as to why the US pays so much attention to Paki-
stan, who has been with them through thick and thin, and they don't
say anything about India, who was an opponent during the entire cold

Kashmir

The Window of Opportunity

By Harun ur Rashid in Canberra

their interest to do so. The threat of nuclear conflict and terrorism in
South Asia is very real. They must help reduce this threat and halt the
arms race in South Asia, but unless Kashmir is addressed, no real
progress can be made. If the West turns their attention away from the
region, as they did after the war in Afghanistan, they risk further
erosion, violence and disillusionment. They are uniquely positioned,
as a long-standing ally of Pakistan and as an em friend of India,
to bring the parties together. Given the stake in South Asia, punilive
economic sanctions would be clearly counterproductive. Democra
will be strengthened not by economic sanctions but by economic
Funds for cooperative counterterrorism efforts, economic develop-
ment, civil society building and respect for the rule of law are needed. |
But above all else, the South Aslan countries themselves must
devise a mechanism to combat terrorism that's stemming from the
region, only by cooperation among themselves: by discussing the
issues with each other. They need to do something about the issue i

As the West, and for that matter the US examines terrorism in
South Asia, they can't help but recognise that if it weren't for the fact
that the Taliban are in power, there would be a different equation
going on. It would be whole different situation in South Asia. Other
than this terrorist acts are a worldwide issue targeted toward people of
all backgrounds by terrorists of all backgrounds. Now why is Afghani-
stan important? And why is South Asia? There may be three reasons.
First, the most immediate are the threats that directly affect the world
today. Secondly, the terrorism that emanates out of this part of the
world threatens regional stability, for example in Pakistan itself, the
Kashmir conflict. And finally, over the longer term as the coordinator
for counterterrorism the West is concerned about the caldron of ter-
rorism that's bubbling out of Afghanistan and will continue to
threaten American interests in the longer term.

The question arises: why has South Asia become the locus for ter-

before the West does.
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ing the democralic Benazir Bhutto, the other the news of Saudi Arablan sym- The departure of Sharif has maximum restraint” (in other 989 had led reportedly to about cent and 6.56 per cent ol their to be a ce move when LS
" porms in the country, are now political charisma in Pakistan pathles for Sharil family is not  unfolded the political drama In words “cease-fire) on the line of 70,000 deaths. This Is not a oDF rcspecth'cl%'. e L mittativc?sﬁiakmby soraedrie e -
! lost. The rising ARD (Alllance for and the chairperson of Pakislan New but the active participation  pakistan, which has yel 1o seen control (LoC) In Kashmir were gjuation which can easily be lopped up its delence expendi- other Party cannot trust. 1%
- " Restoration o cy) move-  Peoples Party (PPP) the second In releasing Sharif famlly have  many climaxes. Even it will be encouraging developments. As  cajmed down by military action 'ure by a 28.2 per cent last present overtures can oniy : 23
% ment has faced a severe setback. leading party In Pakistan, who Is  clearly shown the close relation-  very early and unwise (o declare Winston Churchill said that jaw  on the part of India. The move- March. ceed if one trusts the otht ;
Even what shaped and reshaped  in self-exile, must also be cursing  ship of Sharifs with the Saudl  the end of Sharif's political career and Jaw was better thanwar, war.  ment for people’s rights has its It appears thal Kashmir issue  that can only be determinecivisas
GDA (Grand Democratic Alllance)  her absence from the state. The Royals. Hence the government of | pakistan. There would always India's prime minister was own momentum because there js  Das got more into emotional side  there is a dialogue Delweer S
“has also missed the beats. The Sharifl departure would not only stan, being stuck up in the pe a chance of Sharif's return: as | reporied to have Indicated that  a sense of Injustice or oppression of both countries. Both countries  parties on good faith.
drawing rooms of politiclans are  have given her the space (o cap- financial turmoll cannot afford to  Ekram rightly said that "South the cease-fire might be extended that envelops the minds of the @re prisoners of their mindset of " e
-now silent and the political activi-  ture (he leadership crown but risk the Saudi generous support  Asjans love 1o forgive their politi- | beyond Ramadan. This people. There is a view that past history. Unless they [(ree Indla 1SS 3 et
* tles that were very much Inthe air  also provide her the chance (o b¥ avolding his pressure for the cal Godfathers". And who knows | announcement reportedly extremism breedsoutof the sheer themselves from past attiludes There 1 B
~since last of weeks are  show her political strength In the  Sharif pardon. Indeed. a sensible  Sharif would be one of them! encouraged Pakistan to accept on  frustration and is like a bush fl the talks may not achieve an © responsibility 10 GEESEEEE
“now [rozen. Not only this, the country. Her absence has indeed approach by the so-called auto- The author s the assistant | Pecember 4 that bilateral talks  easily q[ar;ed 3 gl ey 35 thing L exisUngeslt ation ON  NastE
“break-up of PML into various put her on the loosing side. Some  cratic government! it S dhikia Karachi- | could begin between th * . spreads quickly ‘ Many that a window
\fractions and power battle within  analysts, however, consider that The Aot l X editor of a Karac L e ¢ and Is somewhat indiscriminate The followers of Hurrivat Con- ¢ rtunity has arrived and t
ysts, ' second factor again, can based regional magazine, | Kashmirl separatists (All Parties  about who or what it damages. ference based in India are not ‘P £ pp | e e '

. departure Nawaz Sharil -

confess that while reading it | was

not fully convenience with the
author. But today the dramaﬁc
the
deposed and convicted Prime
Minister of Pakistan - proved
~what Ekram has argued a month
earlier.

The deportation of Sharif from
Pakistan, though proclaim to be
the news of the first year of 2000,

-is not at all a sumr se for many.
The echo was in the air since the
last week but nobody was taking
it seriously. It was hard to believe
for the people of Pakistan thal the
military regime would easily
provide the sale passage (o those

~who criminally damaged the
country. All the public calcula-

- tions, however, went wrong.

Nawaz Sharif is, Indeed, a

unigue example In the political

‘history of Pakistan who has been  What requires is a farsighted and  external pressure that the mill-  ago. These meetings were aimed but violence, terrorism and Kill- ﬂ:ﬁgﬁgﬂi‘s m;lnk:simﬁ-ui;::é against each other and address administered Kashmir may i

expelled from the country. mature move by all those who tary government Is facing due to (o drive the country's future into | Ings in'Jammu & Kashmir must  continues to be a ‘magnet’ for issues of major concern.” to continue (until December 8 the
Though earlier, president claim themselves as the political suppressing the “democratic right direction. The selection of | end. The conditions stipulated by  potential extreme Islamic mili- Both countries are aware thay 11602 reported that SO haveRes
Iska Mirza was expelled by treasure of Pakistan. What rightly  forces” in the country which has clean politiclans, at that time. | the Indlan prime minister dead since the unilateral declara

Field Marshall Ayub Khan, Mirza
‘was not Lhe political personality.

gy s - non-slarter. cause worth fighting [ half at the expense of the soclo- Often there are
The de ure of Sharifl, the akistan Television: “Today the ment in national development. qualified for the crown ol "clean India's unilateral declaration of "de-enfml{-‘chisg‘d?r?{253;:1?111 economic gﬂgammcs for pov- nals from India 5 -
leader stan Muslim League sinr.;crc mli}lcl?rrs h:n'ealnup ]I'-[ Sunullan{;]nusl the mysterious politiclan”. But the GDA politics | or cease-fire on the Kashmiri Muslims in the Indian adminis- €rty alleviation. According to a each other which cannol be 3
(PML), one of the leading parties tunity to safe the political pride of  role of the Saudi Arabla, the and then PML break-up lurther | 0iants during the holy month  tered Kashmir. military journal. the defence grasped easily and may even
in Pakistan has blow the political  the country and prove themselves  trusted friend of Pakistan who overlapped the Issue. Any senlor B 4 .

" structure of the country. People
who were whole-heartedly sup-
porl!g:g Nawaz Sharif for the sake

The country is indeed in a
confused state, With the exile ol
Sharif and absence of Benazir
Bhutto - the major players of
political arena of Pakistan, there
is a sudden leadership vacuum in
the country. This vacuum, how-
ever, can be also used as a golden
opportunity for those mid-level
politicians who are not able (o
come up in the main field and
overshadowed by the Influential

sonalities of their Jeaders.

en within the Muslim League
(the oldest political party and the
founder party of Pakistan) the
sincere and senior politiclans
who are only Involved in the
unhealthy internal party politics
and are not able to endorse an
impact in national politics, gol a
brilliant chance to move ahead
and slable their political future.

the Anwar Khalil. a political ana-
lyst. said In a programme on

that they are mature enough to
handle the delicate system of
democracy.”

rumours have already been
spread that during the recent
Musharral visit to UAE the
Zardari release was also on the
agenda list. Let's see what the
more news are obscuring in the
upcoming political development.

Both public and political ana-
lysts have interestingly ques-
tioned the role of army regime,
Ii:\Tarlieularly Gen. Musharral.

wough government said that the
decision was taken in the Interesl
of country and the people of Paki-
stan, it does not salislled neither
yublic nor political experts. "Wh

usharraf has compromised?’
appeared as the ’‘sawaal das
karoor ka' even after more than
48 hours has been past alter the
decision.

Two main faclors seems (0O
dominate the decision. One, the

further hampered the positive

altempts laken by the govern-

plaved an important role in the
whole drama, was also consid-
ered to be the key lactor. Though

the corrupl politicians and ofli-
cials who are facing a bit hard
time due to NAB aclivities, Lo
bargain their secure escape by
the ruling regime. Would the
prevailing government policy
despitle earning some coins,
would clean up the dirty political
nes in the country? Would
usharraf with all his slogan of
"establishing and strengthening
the democralic values” able to
rovide a clean political ground
or his country fellows? These are
undoubtedly difficult questions.
Only time will tell the gamble that
Musharrafl has played was right
for the country or not.

Experts observing the political
ups and downs in Pakistan
closely haven't lorgol the
Musharral's meeting with the

Cclean” politicians some months

much,

was also criticised very
Neither of the selected gentlemen

and clean politician, till now, are
not able to show the mature
attitude.

almost all newspapers in both
sides of the border have splashed
the news item.

The initiatives seem to demon-
strate that both nations appear to
be unanimous In their fear that
the situation has been teetering
on the brink of a horrible abyss
and something needs Lo be done.
The 'no-dialogue’ attitude of India
towards Pakistan's military
regime has resulted in an icy
slate of bilateral relationship and
an inherent danger lurks in such
a situation.

However the hope for a dia-
logue between India and Pakistan
has appeared to have been dimin-
ished by a slatement reportied on
December 18 by Prime Minister
Vajpayee that India was ready Lo
resume dialogue with Pakistan

apgars. in the eves of Pakistan,
Lo

of Ramadan followed by Paki-
stan’'s order on December 2 (o its
military personnel (o exercise

Indian leaders but at the time
writing no contact took place
between them. Al Hurriyat was
expecled that they would urge the
Indian authorities Lo allow a team
of their leaders to visit Pakistan
for dialogue while another team
could hold talks with India.

It appears that Indian reported
statement on December 18 indi-
cating its conditions to com-
mence talks with Pakistan does
not sit favourably well with its
earlier Initlatives. India’s equivo-
cation on dialogue has naturally
raised concerns with the parties.

Political analysts believe that
the two issues. namely Palestine
and Kashmir, have created an
arch of instability in West and
South Asia and both Israel and
India are partly responsible for

tants [rom other countries. The

Islamic militants treasure a

The self-assertion by the
Kashmiris in the Indian-
administered Kashmir since

*

organisation and its relations
with the Islamic countries are
strong and stable. On the whole
India has not been able to isolate
Pakistan on the ground of install-
ing a military regime in the coun-
ry.
Pakistan's military rulers, at
the same time, want to show to
the world that they are reason-
able, peaceful and seek stability
in the subcontinent. From the
very beginning Pervez Musharral
wanled (o meet Atal Behari
Vajpayee and in February of this
vear he told in an interview on
Indian government-owned
Doordarshan (TV) that: "We
should meet. | would certainly
like to meet him (Vajpayee).... We
can reduce lension through a
discussion cutting hysterics

a sizeable part of their national
budgets is being spent on defence

expenditure of India in 1998 was
S14.1 billion and that of Pakistan
S$4 billion, constituting 3.01 per

a tripartite talks (India, Pakistan
and Kashmiris on both sides of
LoC) and would press India for
substantial concession to the
Kashmiris. It appears thal the
ball is in India's court and its
response lo dialogue on Kashmir

would be crucial In the coming

days. lf India continues 1o s
wall the talks, an opportunity
be missed. ”

The hardline groups-ﬁf

Kashmiris in Pakistan did not see
present
diplo-
macy had failed in the past and

any breakthrough in the
inftiatives and said thal

would again prove fruitless
resolving the dispute. They
to press ahead with a new ollen

during Ramadan. The 'i'i:'--
sporadic violence in the i}

tion).

surprise political analy:
The difficulty appears to be tha

peace initiative is not considered

o
e
i,

sive against Indian armed forces
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