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impact as captain ol the team.
After his resignation as US

Davis Cup team captain.

Bl Spnrts Reporter

under-13 cncket tour-

"rrrslﬂi clubs.  schools
i other organnsations have
en asked to contact Kalaba-

san Krira Clhiakra by January 5.
2081 for their cutrics. The entry
ee Is Taka 1.000) tor each side.
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Lw :;:r

Nat’l chess

Chanchal leads
the pack

Sports Reporter
Chanchal Kumar Ghosh
earned a solo lead in the

Dhaka Metropolis qualifvine
round of the national chess

championship after winning his |

fifth successive match at the
NSC chess room vesterday.

Chanchal now have full five
points, half a point more than
Minhazuddin, Mahbubur Rah-
man. Obayedul Islam. Nazir
Salehin and Towfigue.

The sixth round will start at
the same venue today at 2:30
P

ABC basketball

From A Correspondent
NEW DELHI. Dec 20: Hold-

~ ers China defeated Japan 79-74

in a Group A match of the 15

- ABC Basketball Championship
for junior women at the Talka-

- tora Gymnasium here today,

W’lth this win China

ted eight points from
matcl:cs

col-
four

L

E BRIEF RESULTS

. DPR KOREA 132 - 5ri Lanka 36
= Chinese Talpel 11 - Hong Kong
‘i;. 31

> ‘Clﬂud 79 - Japan 73
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cricket

¥rom Our Correspondent

A L BRAHMANBARIA. e 20
Shavon Cricket Cluby defeaned
Bl Cricker € lab by 30 runs

: Mia Cup-2000 at the

Hadapur  Juunlor High
T “ﬂl playground roday.
l!mlilg the foss, Udavon
: for eight in the

’- "lpuhlnd 40 overs,

ti collected
wickets,
ared man-of-
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Eddie Barlow, the outgoing Director of Development of Bangladesh Cricket Board, sponkmg at
a press conference at the BCB office yesterday. BCB president Saber Hossain Chowdhury is on

the left

With tears rolling
down his cheeks,
Eddie Barlow
bade goodbye to
Bangladesh  cri-
cket at a melan-
¢ holie press briefing vesterdayv.

The former South Africa all-
rounder, who engineered
Bangladesh's elevation to Test
family early this vear. finally
gathered enough emotional
strength to quit as the Director
of Development of Bangladesh
Cricket Board (IBCBIJ.

[t was officially announced
hyv Board president Saber Hos-
sain Chowdhury with a grim-
faced Barlow sitting beside him.

Although  the declaration
was dabrupt, speculations were
ripe that Barlow, who suffered a
stroke in April this vear, might
all it a day anv time. as his
present state of health report-
ediv does not permit the rigours
the j0b demands

"The Board had through dis-
cussion with Barlow and ar-
rived at a mutual and amicable
nnderstanding that  effectively
senves o end the fwWo-year con-
tract eight months before it was
due to expire.” said a BCB re-
]r';lh{"

Barlow will be heading home
todayv along with his wife Cally,
heralding an abrupt end 1o
what promised to be a chal-
lenging and fullilling job for one
of the cricket's most respected
brains.

Sports Reporter

He was selected and sent to
Dhaka by the United Cricket
Board of South Alrica f[ollowing
a request made by the BCDB in

September 1999, His hirst as-
signment  with the national
team was against Brian Laras

West Indies and England A.

His farewell ceremony how-
ever turned into a very emo-
tional one when the Gl-vear-old
broke down while talking to the
media

A man of strong will. Barlow

looked as aggressive as his
plaving days while replying
about his present state ol
health. “I'm well, better than

what people here think about
my condition.” | | |

But a pall of glooin tell upon
the wnference  once  water
started to form m his big eves

His emotion however never
overtook his wisdom. He was
critical about the restive atli-
tude of both organisers and

l'l‘n ers.

‘Here the administrators,
plavers and the supporters are
just not patient enough that is
needed to grow as a very good
cricketing nation.” said Barlow
bitterly.

He however reserved his best
wislies for the cricket-mad
country. with which he seemed
to have fallen in love.

‘Bangladesh has an exciting
futnre as a cricketing nation
and the possibilities and poten-
nal here and there for all to see.
Bangladesh will always have a

—Star photo

Goodbye to Barlow

special place in our hearts and
both Callyv and | would wish to
thank the president and his
hoard as well as all others who
have over the past yvear ex-
tended all our support and co-
operation to nme. We are par-
ticularly  grateful for all the
help, Kindness and assistance
extended to us during my ill-
ness.” he said in a written
statement

Saber Hossain, who too was

in a delicate situation to deal
withh the Barlow issue., ex-
pressecd his heartfelt gratitude

to the Soutl Alricar.
"Barlow made the most sig-
nilicaut. contribution  to  the

‘cause. of our, ¢ricket, It is lis
“ten-yvear development plan that

we have accepted. He has been
a wonderful source of inspira-
tion for Bangladesh cricket in
the relatively short time he has
been with us. We are deeply
appreciative ol his contribu-
tions and we salute his dedica-
tion to the cause ol cricketl de-

velopment in Bangladesh.” said
Saber,
Saber also considered Bar-

low as the best among the three
foreign coaches the national
teaimn had so far.

"We have had some rather
unpleasant experiences with
past loreign coaches. But Bar-

low was a refreshing exception.
It's heartening that we are be-
ing able to bid hir bve amidst a
ordial atmosphere.” said 5Sa-
her,

How fix

LONDON. Dec 20:

A It_'lf:‘plll'}n e call
in the middle of
the night to Ali

Bacher last April
set off a chain re-
aCtion that is still reverberating
through world cricket. reports
Kenters,

The caller was South Africa s
captain Hansie Cronje. who told
the manager-director of his
country's cricket board that he
had not been “entirely honest”
i his previous denials ol
mateh-fixin

It was iﬁe defining moment
in the simmering saga of cricket
corruption that had been thrust
into the open in such a way
thiat it would bring down some

ol the sport's best Kknown
names before the end of the
VEATr

Cronje has been banned for
life by the United Cricket Board
of South Alrica (UCBSA) - a
punishment  handed out to
Pakistan's former captain Salimn
Malik and India's ex-captain
Mohanimad  Azharuddin by
their respective boards.,

Other Test cricketers have
also been banned for up to five
vears, or hned and censured. as
the games authorities
began taking significant steps
o root oul the menace of
match-fixing.

Accusations. denlals and
rumoitrs of bribery and corrup-
tionn in cricket had surfaced
sporadically during the [1990s
but it was the New Delhl police
who, quite by accident. finally
unearthed a case to answer,

While mvestigating  illegal
bookmakers through phone-
tapping they stumbled upon a
conversation between one ol
their suspects and Cronje.

Subsequently. Indlan police
on April 7 charged Cronje and
teammaltes Herschelle Gibbs,
Pieter Strydom and Nicky Boje
with  “cheating, fraud and
criminal conspiracy” relating Lo
a one-day International series
South Africa plaved in India
during the previous month.

Cronje initially denied
involverment,

any

but on April 1]

finally

came his 3 am pbone call 1o
Bacher., who said later the same
dav that Cronje had accepted
1015000 dollars [romm boolk-
makers for  inlormation and
lorecasting during o rrianguntan
Linmted-overs series with Zun-
babwe aond England in January,

The revelations sent shock-
waves through the game, and
match-fixing was suddenly all
over the front pages as well as
the back pages of the world's
Newspapers

The game's ruling body, the
International  Cricket  Council
(1CC). responded with an emer-
gency meeting at Lord's in carly
mav when it announced  |life
bans for anyvone found guilty of
watch-fixing and set up an
Anti-Corruption Investigation
Unit headed by London's former
Metropolitan  Police chief Paul
Condon.

Pakistan s
mateh-fixing

the
heen

position  in
issue had

Rouful, Mujtaba
retain offices

Rouful Hasan of Bangladesh
Observer and Mujtaba Danish
of Muktakantha have been re-
elected president and general
secretary ol the Bangladesh
Sports Journalists Association
(BSJA) respectively for next two
years, reports UNB,

Artf Rahman Shiblee ol
Janakantha and Dila Khonda-
kar of Ittefag have been elected
vice-presidents while M Mustala
Kamal of UNB has been re-
elected the treasurer,

Five executive conmmittee
members -« Kamal Aluned (Ar-
thoniti, Mosharal Hossain
(Muktakantha), Pabitra Kumar
Kundu (Protham Alo). Sallar
Rahman Khokon (Bhorer Kaga|)
and Mujibur Ralhnan of (Jana-
Kanthia) - were also elected an-
opposed.

Veteran journalist and lor-
mer president of BSJA Fazle
Rashid conducted the election
which was held vesterday at the
BS.JA office.

orld fallen apart

tnieder thie Hcroscope silice A

hadhicial  inquiry ander  Jadge
Malik Qayvyum started in Octo-
ber 1998, and 20 months later
Pakistan's cricket chiefs pub-
lished his long-awaited report.
As a result of Qayyum's rec-
ommendations, ex-Pakistan
captain Salim Malik and pace
bowler Ataur Rehman were
banned for life, and Wasim Ak-

ram. Mushtag Ahmed, Waqgar
Younis and Inzamam ul Hagq
were among other players fined

and censured either for bring-
ing the game mto disrepute or
failing to co-operate with the

inquiry

By this time. India’'s gov-
ernment had  ordered the
countryv s highest police
authority, the Central Bureanu

of Investigation (CBI).
tigate mateh-fixing

The Indian  cricket board
subsequently banned the
country s lormer captain Azha-
ruddin and Ajay Sharma for
life. and suspended Afjay Jadeja
and tormer all-rounder Manoj
Prabhakar for five vears

The corraption issue over-
shadowed much of what hap-
pened on the field in 2000

o Inves-

West  Indies fast  bhowler
Courtney Walsh became  the
highest wicket-taker in Tesl

history when, at the age of 37.
he passed Kapil Dev's mark of
434 - a fitting reward for the

Jamalcan's stamina, skill and
durability,
Steve Waugh's Australlans

completed a world record of 12
consecutive Test victories,
poignantly doing so against
Wesl Indies, whose all-
conguering team of the 1980s
had set the previous mark of
1§

As the year came to a close,
England won a Test series in
Pakistan for the first time for 38
vears, having a few months
carlier beaten West Indies in a
Test series for the first time in
31 yvears.

All the signs pointed to a
real scrap when Australia, who
have held the Ashes since 1989,
come of England next year for
the sport’s ulthmate contest.

]
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Sharif shuts

Chittagong
in control
Sports Reporter

GREEN DELTA NAT'L

CRICKET LEAGUE
Rajshahi v Chittagong

iyl BT

Haolders Chittagong got ofl to
a fving start in ht sixth
round Green Delta Nntirmul
Cricket League Group A clash
against Rajshahi at the Noak-
hali Stadium yesterday.

On the first of the three day
match, Chiltagong leg spinner
Shahed Mehmud captured five
wickels as the visitors were
bundled out for a paltry 148 in
66.1 overs.

Mehmud, the
cruit, conceded 62 runs in 22
overs. He was ably supported
by left arm spinner Enamul
Hoque who finished with three
for 29

Middle order Anisur Rah-
man scored highest 38 ollf 68
balls with five boundaries fol-
lowed by opener Raflqul Alam
who added a patient 33 off 108
balls

Pakistani re-

Raligqul, the highest run
petter in the National League
among the local batsmen ., has

scaored 446 so far in 11 Innings
with a century and three [ifties

In reply, Chittagong were
comfortably placed on 66 for
one at stumps.

Opener Nalis Igbal was bat-
ting on 46 while his captain
Minhazul Abedin was not out
on 8

SCOREBOARD

archoard on the first day
threc-day Green Delta
vitional Cricket League matcl
berween  Chittagong and Ra

ishahi at the L\.nnkll i Stadium
vesterday

RAJSHAHI: First innings
Raftiqul ¢ Suja b S Mehmud 33
Fareque Ibw b Anis ()
Ml Ihbw b S Mehmud 20
wvaisur Ilbw b S Melhunud 38
Mustadir ¢ Azam b Suja ]
IKalim 1bw b S Mehmud 0
Rezwan b Enamul I3
larequl ¢ Azam b Enamul I
Aminul r ¢ Nafis b S Mehmud 3
lmran ¢ Azam b Enamul §)

Alamgir not oult 4
Extras: (b-11, Ib-8, nb-4, w-1) 24
Total (All out in 66.1 overs) 148
Fall of wickets: 1/1. 2/74
RIT76, 1780 -5 fY2; -« 'Of Y21
7.130. 8144, 9/144
Bowler O MagR W
Ais 2 2 IO |
Ehsanul 3 () 7 ()
Sl”r‘\ I i F 20 i
Euamul TP T ~
S Mehunud 22 2] Y 5
CHITTAGONG: First innings
Azam ¢ Kalim b Aminul jr )
Nalis not out 16
Ehsanul retired hurt 5
Minhazul not out K
Extras: (b-1, w-2) 5
Total (For 1 wkt in 26.1 overs) BE
Fall of wicket: 1 /35
Bowler 0N W
Aminul jr | ] Z5dS I
Alamgir 5 0 18 ()
Farequl 2 | i ()
lmran 1 | | 8 ()
Mustadin 2 ()

Barlsal
struggle

Sports Reporter
GREEN DELTA NAT'L
CRICKET LEAGUE

Barisal v Svihet

GREEN DELTA NATL

CRICKET LEAGUE

Dhaka v Bhnan

Mohamumad Sharif returned

withh  lils  secondd  six-wicket
burst of the scason as Bangla-
desh Biman ook charge
against hosts Dhaka Division in
their  Green  Delta National
Cricket League Group A clash
at the Faridpur Stadium ves-
terday

On the first day of the three-
day encounter. Sharif the un-

der-17 right armm paceman, took
six for 43 as Dhaka. electing to
bat, were dismissed for a mea-
gre 148 in just 54.1 overs

In reply. Bunan were 110 for
four in 38 overs atl close. necd-
ing another 39 runs to topple
Dhaka and ensure four points

Sharif who also captured six
wickels against Chittagong in
the lourth round now has 24
wickets to his credit

For Dhaka, opener Harunu
Rashid scored the highest (i
witlhy a dozen boundaries while

middle order Mahbub (24) and

<4 ?:'
{ PE Iﬂfl‘maﬂ@z

4 '3} Mgu NOTE

Sports Reporter

order Saiful
thie other

(18)
bats-

Islam
notable

lower
weroe
men

alful, the former national
teaon seamer, also shone with
the cherry taking all the four
Hiumn wickets, He conceded 48
rmins in his 19 overs.

Left handed Pakistani
opener hmran Farhat made 52
{ollowed by Test star and skip-
per Awminul Islam who chipped
in with 28

Biman are currently leading
the group along with holders
Chittagong. each having 24
points. On the other hand.
Dhaka are bottom with six.

SCOREBOARD

Scorchoard on the first day
of the three-day Green Delta
National Cricket League match
between Dhaka and Biman al

the Faridpur Stadinm yester
day

DHAKA: First innings

Harun I1bw b Saifullah 66

Itashedul ¢ Habibul b Sharif 6
sohie]l b Rahqul 4

Mahbub b Sharil 24
Mazharul ¢ Attar b Sharif 3
Biplab ¢ & b Sailullah 1O

SYSC @M

Tek: 9124877,
N Fas - 880281
© E4mal | sys00m @ bol-onine com
e -

haka out

Mosaddeq b Sharif 0
Jewel b Sharif 17
Saiful e Habibul b Farhat 185
Zakir b Sharif 6
Lovelu not out 2

Extras: (Ib-2, nb-1) 3
Total (Al out in 54.1 overs) 158
Fall of wickets: 1 /18, 2/30,
3798, 4/103. 5/108. 6/115,
7/115,8/138, 9/150

Bowler Dok B
Jahangir B b B
Sharif IR 4. 43 oo
Rafligul 4. 5.2 14 v
Farhat 9.1 0O 48 J
Ziaur 5 3 7
Saifullah 4y O 3 -2
BIMAN: First innings

Ziaur ¢ Lovelu b Saiful 9
Farhat b Saiful 52

Habibul ¢ Harun b Saiful 0

Aminul b Saiful 28
Hasanuzzaman not out 10
Rafiqul not out 2
Extras; (b-4, 1b-2. nb-3) 9
Total: (For 4 wiis in 38 overs) 110

Fall of wickets: 1/19. 2/19.

3/90. 4/104

Bowler o R N
Zakir 13 . T 0
Saifl 19 6 48 4
Jewel 2 | oo 0
Mosaddeq 1 3 ., 0

PCB pl

RARACHI, Dec 20
\FP/Internet )
Pakistan's cricket
chiefs are still
scratching  their
hheads working
England stole victon
jaws of a draw to

ot how
irom  thie

clinch the Test series here ear-
lier this montli.

Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) chiel Lieutenant General
Fangir Zia on Wednesday said
he had a two-hour, one-on-one
meeting with captain  Moin

Khan in Lahore to "unearth
what went wrong".

| had a detailed meeting
with the captain and we tried to
unearth what went wrong
against England and in future
we want the players to lift their

performauce.” Zia told AFP

7 Plavers and adoninistrators
—= ity Moty “ime particular
under pressure — have come in

for stinging criticism following
the 1-0 series loss to an kEng-
land team which had been ex
pected to ecrumble in the [ace ol
Pakistan's spin attack
Members of the team
placed under guard in the ini-
mediate aitermath ol the
Moin's detractors say le

Werrte

SEries

plaved negative ‘- cricket and
relied too much on favourable
pitches, which in the end failed
him, rather than scoring runs
and taking wickels.

The captain must control
the team properly and we want
to achieve good results. Even if
we lose it should be after a
spirited fight." Zia said

Moin shocked
mentators when he
nalists midway
lest that the

SONne coim-
told {Our-
through the last
match was head-
Ing tor a draw. when clearly a
Pakistani victory was not out of
the question
England went on to snatch a
win in the dying minutes of the
match, giving them their first
l'est triumph here since 1961 -
b2 and ending Pakistan's un-
beaten Test record in Karachi
Moin_dried to play down
Tuesdav's' meeting, saving it
was H-'ifl:!i__
"There was
but we discussed in
ieams  periormanc 1gainst
England and of course the
was disappointing,.” he said
Ihe PCB advisorv council
starts two davs of f!*'i]h"h”]-’ﬂl*ﬁ
analvse the
team's defeat and
luture

kij- Clal
nothing special
detail the

[‘j‘\-'\

Wednesday to
it the
r the

CALLISES

plan Il

nning for future

The board has also not es-
caped the barbs of cricket lov-
ers here with the three-
member selection committee
headed by former wicketkeeper
Wasim Bari facing the axe for
choosing unbalanced combina-
Lions

Former captains Imran
Khan and Intikhab Alam
slamuned the PCB for its timid
approach to the game, pointing
out that Pakistan has lost four
home series since 1998.

Moin was recently confirmed
as skipper until June next vear.
but Zia has left him in no doubt
that results must improve

Five ol the last six sides to
visit Pakistan — England, Sri
Lanka. Australia Zimbabwe
and South Africa — have come
out on top in the Test series

L1 -

Moin
e}.l.lill LIl
Saeed

was only appointed
March after batsman
Anwar was sacked fol-
lowing the Sri Lanka series.
However, Pakistan will have
a chance of revenge when they
play two Tests in [*1glﬁml next
May
Pakistan
last three visits to
Moin will be
the run goin

won on their
england and
expected to keep
g — or lose his job

| - ¥
Nave

A patient fifty by Imran Ah-
med helped hosts Barisal reach
a moderate total against Sylhet
in their Green Delta National
Cricket Leagune match at the
Abdur Rab Serniabad Stadivnm
in Barisal yesterday

On the first day of the three-
day maitch. Imran scored 60 as
Barisal made 199 in the stipu-
lated 100 overs with two wick-
etls in hand

lmiran batted for more than
four and a hall hours and faced

224 balls which included only
two fours

Imran apart, Middle ordei
Ahsanullah Hasan added a

valnable 34  while
stored 2

Alok Kapali was the most
successful bowler for Svlhet
taking three wickets for 34.

In reply, Sylhet were 14 [or
no loss at stumps.

Ishtiaq

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard on the hirst ooy
of the three-day Greenn Delta
National Cricket League match

between Barisal and Syvihet at
the Abdur Rab Stadium vester-
clany

BARISAL: First Innings

Moin ¢ Taposh b lmran 19)
Hannan ¢ hinon b Naveem ()
Imran ¢ Parvez b Obavyed £50)
[shtiaqg Ibw b Alok 21
Salavet ¢ Nasirul b Alok ()
Flasan ¢ Alok b Obaved 34
Shahnewaz b Alok 10)
Al-Amiin ¢ Igbal b Taposh | |
Ashlaq not out (3
Shahadat not ol 2
Extras: ( b-13, Ib-2,. nb-6) 21

Total (For 8 wkts in 100 overs) 199
Fall of wickets: 1/23, 2/46,

3/94. 4/94. S5/148, 6/160
7/ 189, B/19]

Bowler K VL e, WY
Naveen | 4 T |
lgbal | | B LMy 4 0
Taposh y o e G l
niran 30 O O |
Alok 13 2 34 3
Obaved | 4 4 39 2
SYLHET: IFirst innings

Parvez not oult 5
Naveeim not oul 05
EExtrans: (h-3) a
Total: (For no loss In b overs) 14
Bowler ) WO T R
Al-Amin A | |
Ashiliag - glle B 1 VD4 4

EJ

Waugh on comeb

MELBOURNE.

e 20 (AFP/Int-
rmet): Australian
SKipper Steve

Waugh is conti-
dent of returning
irth Test starting on
withh Damien Mar-
stand aside

(O e 1
Bosmg Da
ivit likelv 1o
AP
Waugh
seres-clinching
West Indies in the
withh a strained
tatned during the
in Perth
However
Wednesdav the
proving rapidly
T've done a

olce

missed out on the
win over the
Adelaide Test
buttock. sus-
second Test
said
was -

Waugh
injury

fair bit of work

over the last ten davs and the
buttock is feeling good.” he
said

When asked if he would play
in Melbourne. Waugh replied: "I
llir}i-' so. | will have a Litness
test m four days' time and 1t it's
goad then 'l play. but I'm con-
fiddent at the moment,

He told Australian radio
My gut feeling tells me ['m
going to be okay. You dont
really know until vou oul
Lthe injury.”

Waugh was Wednesday in-
chaded in a 14-man Australian
squad for the tourth Test. along

(esl

who
'I.!Illt'

witli fast bowler Brett Led
missed out in Ade
with back problems

a scan prior t

Alsi)

Lee will hav

the Melbourne Tesi

rhat will be the judge on
him.” Waugh said. “lt's not how
he feels or what he thinks. its
st basically dowm to what
SLIOWS up on thie X-ra\

It the stress is still to be
tound in his back. Lee will not

be risked as it could lead to a

STEVE WAUGH

ack trail

wreer-1i irac-
11T

Should Lere

reatening Siress

id Waugh both

prove their liness the selectors
will have an embarrassment ol
riches at their disposal with
their replacements for the third
!"""i L. '."[-' \T]"' '.Hf] "n.:ir"n“

both starred

Miller took 10 wickels 1in a

man-of-the-match periormance
md. as the Boxing Dav Tesl
will be on his home ground,
mayv keep his place even if Lee

plays

That would mean either leg-
spinner Stuart MacGill. who
bowled poorly in \delaide. or

Jason Gillespie missing out
along with Adelaide Test 12th
man Andy Bichel

Martyvi seems certain to be

'-'l!""'}'!‘t‘tl if Wauch returns, de-
spite scoring 46 not out and 34
not out in Adelaide giving hiim
374 at 93.5 in his last
four lests

SQUAD

Steve
Adam Gilchrist
Michael Slater., Matthew Hay-
den. Justin Langer, Mark
waugh. Ricky Ponung. Damien
Martvi Brett Lee, Stuart Mac-
Gill. Colin Miller, Jason Gilles-
pie Andrew Bichel, Glenn
McGrath

[ L1kl

Waugh (captain),
(vice-captain)

CAPE TOWN. De
20 (Internet  re-
port):  Herschelle
Giibbs, serving the
last ten days ol
his International

savs the King Commission

iy,
and smunlar investigations have

solved the prablem ol mateh -
fIxing
(:ibbs  was  banned uantil

January 1 for agreeing to ac-
cepl money to underpertorm in
a one-day match In India last
yvear

‘I can’t see it happening
again soon. Inquiries like the
King commnission's have made
the players lar more aware of
the consequences of such ac-
tions. It would be the helght of
stupldity for any player to pet
involved again,” Gibbs told the
Cape Times on Wednesday.

However Gibbs is not one to
dwell on the past, He is already
[ocusing on regaining his place
i the national shﬁ‘v, having

been omitted from the squad to
plav Sri Lanka in the three-Test
series starting on Boxing Day at
Durban.

| would like to this as
the start of a new career for me
il and when | get chosen for the
national side again. 1 don’t want
o speculate on that possibility.

1 wouldn’t say I am frus-
trated at the moment. It is more
a case of being patient, knowing
that my chances ol regaining
selection depend on the form of
other players

And it looks set to be long
wait, given the rich form of in-
cumbent opener Boeta Dippe-
naar and middle-order recruit
Nell McKenzle. However Gibbs
is fully supportive of his pro-
spectve teammates

“The last thing 1 wounld do is

See

hope that other players do
badly . 1 was as pleased as any-
body to see Nell MocRkenzie and

HBoeta Dippenaar get centuries
in the Tests against New Zea-

No more fixing: Gibbs

land
I would like to get back into

the side as a middle-order
player. There are vacancies now
that both Jonty Rhodes and
Hansie Cronje have left the Test
scene.’

Gibbs is fully aware of the
pressure his actions of put on
him. and knows he cannot
shrug off the findings of the
King Comnission.

"As much as | try to forget
about the events of the past
seven to eight months, 1 still
sonder it from time to time. |

now there will always be one
or two people who will remind
me about it. That is why it
would be fantastic to retum in
a home match.

With the selectors eyeing
Dippenaar as a long-term solu-
tion to opening the batting
Gibbs would factor into ther
plans in the middle-order,
something he f‘udurbes‘

See page |
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