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"~ Leaders of the tion In
~ Parliament Khaleda I:):uﬂl'ﬂl\ﬂ“
~ and its allies would win with big
- margins the next general elec-
~ tlons il held in a free and fair

ahwhﬂe reports UNB.

S e told this to visiting Greek
~ Foreign Minister George A
K ' u when he, along with
~ his nine-member delegation, met
- with Khaleda Zia at 29 Minto
- Road yesterday 1

& Bilateral., political and eco-
~npomilc issues came up for discus-
- slon In the meeting that lasted
- about an hour.

The BNFP chalirperson
- _ her desire that an
: uate number of Interna-
~ tional observers from the Euro-
pean Union, of which Greece is a
member, would come here to
assess Lthe pre-election political
situation as well as monitor the

~ polls.

| - (0 a question from
| the% opposition leader
~ apprised him why they were
bgvcottlng parliament. Still, she
sald, a congenial environment did

nol return Lo parliament.
“It is the responsibility of the

; guvernmem to improve the atmo-

(=1

re of parliament,” she was

- quotedastelling Papandreou.

Responding to the envoy,
Kha]CCEIO Zia, who is leading a
four-party alliance movement,
focused on the present political
situation as well as "misrule” of
the Awaml League government,

Her advisor M M Rezaul Karim
briefed newsmen on the outcome
of the meeting,

Welcoming the Greek Foreign
Minister the oppositon leader
hoped that present limited bilat-
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eral relations between the two
countries would be expanded in
the days ahead.

She requested him to establish
relation of the world-famous
Greek shipping and tourism
sectors with Bangladesh with the
hopes that it would benefit the

.. Khaleda tells Greek FM
* BNP, allies to win next

e ol adesh.

peo

She further requested him to
of the
EU country in Dhaka in a bid to
boost bilateral relations between

sel up a residence em

the two countries.
Responding to Khaleda Zia,

Papandreou agreed that relations
between Greece and Bangladesh
had not built up at desired levels

and they would be active In
enhancing the relationship.

He said trade relation between
the two countries Is minimal and
usually it occurs through Euro-
pean Union.

About shipping, the Greek FM
sald they would try to take posi-
tive measure to enhance coopera-
tion in shipping sector after exam-
ining the matter.

On tourism, he assured
extending cooperation in develop-
ing Bangladesh's tourism sector
by awarding some scholarships
and on the basis of exchange.

Pakistan pulls back
troops from

Kashmir border

ISLAMABAD., Dec 20: Paki-
stan today announced a partial
troop withdrawal along the tense
unofficial border in divided
Kashmir following India's exten-
sion ol its ceasefire with Muslim
militants, reports AFP.

The military’s public relations
department also called on India
to reduce its roop presence in
its part of the Himalayan state.

"Pakistan has wunilaterally
taken another bold initiative to
withdraw part of its [orces
deploved along the Line of Con-
trol (the unollicial border).” the
military sald in a statement.

“The move back has already
commenced and the troops have
started moving towards canton-
ments (barracks).
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From Page 1

The namaz-e-janaza for the.
late leader was held in the after-
noon at the Dhanmondi Eidgah
Maidan and again at South Plaza
of the Jatlva Sangsad Bhaban.
He was later buried in Banani
graveyard.

His qulkhawani will be held at
his Dhanmondi residence after
.y Asrprayers tomorrow.
| Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
k-_- condoled the death of Mirza

liz vesterday.

In a message she said Hafiz
:: Infelf‘ took 'Ein in the 1952

- Language Movement and 1954

E movement and was jailed twice.

:
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She said he was dedicated to
social welfare activities and was a
popular personality. He was a

- respectable politician toall.
| The prime minister expressed
her deep sympathy to the mem-
bers of the bereaved family and
the peace of the

n and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Prof A Q M
Badruddoza Chowdhury, BNP

| gamalwnmamlmy Abdul Mannan

: hn | Opposition Chief
Whip Khondaker Delwar Hossain
expressed their deep shock at the

Recalling his long political
career, the BNP said:
"We lost a patriotic politician and
a brilliant leader. We'll never
forget his contributions to BNP."

Khaleda praved for eternal
peace of the departed soul and
conveyed her sympathies to the
bereaved family.

Khaleda went to South Plaza of

. JS Bhaban to have a last glimpse

of the late leader and placed

wreath and party flag on the
coffin of Mirza Hafiz.

| Speaker Humayun Rasheed

'{ Chowdhury, ministers, whips,
MPs politicians, his party col-
leagues, officials and employees
of the Jativa Sangsad and his
admirers from different walks of
life took part in the janaza at the
South Plaza.

The Speaker also placed
wreaths on the coffin.,

Life sketch of Mirza Golam
Hafiz:

{\.n eminent lawyer, veleran
politician, seasoned parliamen-
larian, architect of newly-formed

Panchagarh district and Speaker
of the second Parliament Mirza
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- Mirza Golam Hafiz dead

Golam Haliz was born in
Dinajpur district in 1920.

He did his MA in Economics
[rom Calcutta University in 1941
and DL from Dhaka University in
1948,

Mirza Golam Haliz took active
part in politics from his boyhood.
He jJjoined All India Muslim
League Federation in 1938.

He went to Dibrugarh (Assam)
to participate in the Anti-Line
Movement launched by Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani

g"‘d was imprisoned. He was
aib-

Salare-Suba of Muslim
National Guard in Bengal from
194510 1947.

Mirza Golam Hafiz was associ-
ated with East Pakistan Civil
Liberties League as its Secretary
General from 1948 to 1950, par-
ticipated in the Language Move-
ment in 1952 and anti-92A Move-
ment in 1954 for which he was

jailed on both occasions.

He was a member of East
Pakistan Provincial Assembly
from 1954 to- 1958 and took
active part in the parliamentary
activities.

Mirza Hafiz was Vice-president
of East Pakistan Bar Council and
also of All Pakistan Bar Council
for two terms. He was President of
Supreme Court Bar Association
in 1973.

Mirza Golam Hafiz was actively
associated with a number of
social and law organisations. He
was the President of Bangladesh-
China Maitri Samity and a mem-
ber of Dhaka and Rajshahi Uni-
versity Senate. He was President
of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
in 1976 and President of Ramna
Lions Club in 1976-77.

He was elected Member of
Parllament from Dhaka-15
(Ramna and Motijheel thanas)
constituency in February 1979.
He was appointed a member of
the Council of Ministers in June
1978 and held the charge of the
Ministry of Land Administration
and Land Reforms.

A dedicated philanthropist,
Mirza Hafiz is the founder of
Mirza Golam Hafiz College In
Aloari, Dr Abeda Hafiz Girls
School in Panchagarh, Shishu
Sadan and Moulana Azimuddin
Madrassah in Mirzapur and
Mirza Golam Haflz High School In
Tetulla.

He was sworn in as Minister in
March 1991 and held the Minis-
try of Law and Justice,

CHT engr murder

- Blood- stained clothes
of suspects recovered

L, residence of one

R

KHAGRACHARI, Dec 20:
Khagrachhari police raided the
Kamolendu
. Dewan at the town's Narayan
- Khalya area and recovered blood-

Slained clothes of some suspects
. €arlier arrested In connection
- with killing of M Shahjahan,
g Executive Engineer of Chittagong
+ EHi Trg.]cls Development Board
N | | ] )
 Police acting on information
Mrom the four suspects, who were
arrested from the town's Sanirbar
Aarea last week in connection with
the killing, also recovered a knife
. Used in the killing and part of a
~ Meanwhile, Matiranga police
- amrested one Hafez Ahmed allas

| Information Report
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From Our Correspondent

neer of CHTDB, was shol dead by
unidentified gunmen In front of
his residence on Wednesday last.

The arrested are Identilled as
Nurul Alam, 20. Aunshi Marma,
23, Anuttur Chakma, 26, and
Ripon Chakma, 22.

Pankaj. night guard of the
deceased engineer, Identified the
suspects as involved In the killing
and one of the accused Nurul
Alam confessed that seven of
them were involved In the killing
Incident,

However, police Is vet to unvell
the motive behind the killing.

Meanwhile, different profes-
slonal bodies and soclo-cultural
organisations have continued to
protest the killing of M
Shahjahan and demanded trial of
the persons responsible for the
gruesome murder,
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Death of Mirza

Golam Hafiz

condoled

Individuals
various political

death of former Speaker Mirza
Golam Haflz, reports UNB,

Those who condoled the death
included Speaker

of Halfiz
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury,

Law, Justice and Parllamentary
- Affairs Minister Abdul Matin

Khasru, Jamaat ameer Maulana
Matiur Rahman Nizamli, presi-

dent of Panchagarh Chamber of

Commerce and Industry Delwar
Hossain.

Dhaka City BNP acting presi-
dent Salauddin Ahmed and gen-
eral secretary Abdus Salam and
Jatlyatabadi Krishak Dal presi-
dent Mahbubul Alam Tara and
general secretary Sham-
suzzaman Dudu also condoled
the death.

In separate condolence mes-
sages yesterday, they prayed for
salvation of the departed soul and
conveyed sympathy to the mem-
bers of the bereaved [amily.

PM hosts Iftar
for govt officials,

elite

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
vesterday asked government
officlals and elite Lo join her In the
struggle for changing socloeco-
nomic condition of the deprived
masses. reports UNB.

‘Continue your service to the
people and help us so that we can
ensure economic emancipation of
the poor,” she sald while hosting
an Iftar party at Ganobhaban in
the evening.

Ministers, MPs, judges. vice-
chancellors of different universi-
ties, academics, diplomals, busi-
ness community leaders, high
civil. and military oflicials and
friends and relatives of the prime
minister attended the party on
the lawn of Ganobhaban.

Nearly three thousand Invitees
joined the Iftar with the Prime
Minister under a huge canopy
erected over the western lawn.,

She said five distressed women
in each ward would be given Tk
100 each so that they could feed
their children on Eid day.

Besides, the government
issued 45,000 special VGF cards
for providing ration to poor people
across the country, including the
flood-affected districts, on the
occasion. Winter clothes and
reliel were also distributed among

them. | |
. Earlier. Hasina went round the

Iftar party ex¢hanging greetings
with the guests.

3 policemen shot
by terrorists
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Dec 20: Three
policemen suffered bullet
wounds as terrorists fired on
them in a daring attack on an
outpost 14 km west of Satkania
thana headquarters this
(Wednesday) evening, reports
UNB.

The Injured policemen were
admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital "in critical condi-
tion.”

Police saild a gang of 30-40
terrorists attacked the camp in
Katapahar area all of a sudden.
They snatched three firearms
from the three policemen, shoot-
ing them down.

A police officer blamed Islami
Chhatra Shibir cadres for the
attack. Shibir, the student wing of
Jamaat, denied.

Police could not yet make any
arrests or recover any of the
looted arms.

Greece

From page 1]

Chowdhury, Foreign Secretary
Shafl Sami, Director General of
Europe Desk in the Foreign Min-
istry Shahed Akhtar and other
senior olfficials were present
during the official talks from the
Bangladesh side while Greek
Secretary General of the Ministry
of Foreign ‘Affairs George
Savvaldes and Ambassador to
Bangladesh, based in Delhi,
Yannis-Alexis Zepos were present
from the Greek side.

Papandreou left Dhaka last
night for Jaipur, India, conclud-
Ing his two-day Bangladesh visit.

Forelgn Minister Abdus Samad
Azad saw Mr and Mrs
Papandreou off at the alrport as
they and the Greek delegation
boarded a special aircrafl.

Sundarbans

From Page 12
with Mongla thana in this con-
nection.

OC Badrul Alam admitted that
some of the terrorists injured
during the gunfight managed to
escape.

He sald there are at least one
hundred terrorists In the gang
who are involved In criminal
aclivities including murder,
extortion and piracy in the
Sundarbans and (he River
Passur.

Most of them including the ring
leader Bellal are wanted in many
criminal cases, OC said.

The arrested terrorists have
three godfathers belonging to a
certain political party In Khulna
City, police said quoting confes-
sions of the alleged terrorists who
will be taken on remand for fur-
ther Interrogation.
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and leaders of
ties have

expressed deep shock at the
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Leader of the Opposition in Parliament and BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia placed wreaths on
the coffin of Mirza Golam Hafiz and offered prayers for salvation of his soul at the South Plaza of the

Sangsad Bhaban yesterday. -Star photo

——

JCD crisis likeiy to be
defused soon

By Abul Kalam Azad

central committee and its DU unit
lollowing a gunfight between two
factions of the student wing on
the DU campus on July 2, that
left two outsiders killed and sev-

Crisls in Jatiyatabadl Chhatra
Dal (JCD), student front of the
opposition BNP, is likely to come
to an end In a few days following
resumption of the activities of

given a key post in the new cen-
lral commitiee.

The hardliners had earlier
made several attempls Lo execule

|
insisted that Nasiruddin Pinto be

JCD unit at Dhaka Universily
(DU), sources said yeslerday.

In a major development on
Monday, BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia sat with the top JCD
leaders and revived the DU unit of
JCD. The JCD leaders met the
party chiel at her official resi-
dence at Minto Road In the eve-
ning and discussed the prevailing
situation of the JCD.

The student leaders briefed her
about the ongoing crisis in the
JCD and requested her to resolve
it shortly. At the meeling,
Khaleda Zia also said that a deci-
sion regarding the suspended

central committee would be
announced in a few days.
The Opposition leader also

warned them that stern action
would be taken against those who
will disagree on her decision over
the formation of the new commit-
tees of JCD.

“Whatever the decision is and
whoever is made leader, you will
have to accept my decision,”
Khaleda told the JCD leaders.

The BNP chief imposed a mora-
torium on the activities of JCD

eral other injured.

The DU unit committee, which
was suspended following the
violent clash, was led by Manir

Hossain and Mostafizul Islam
Mamun as Its president and
general secrelary respectivly.

Habib-un-Nabi Sohel and
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pinto were the
president and general secretary
of central body respectively.

The lenure of DU unit body
was expired on December 3, 1999
while that ol central body on

December 3 this year.

The leaders and aclivists of
both the central committee and

DU unit expressed salislaction at

the move by Khaleda Zia to solve
the long-standing crisis. Sources
the
initiative following the failure of
were

said Khaleda herself took

the BNP leaders who
assigned Lo solve the crisis.

Meanwhile, the BNP hardlin-
ers, despite strong

and win over the party chief with
their plans. They briefed Khaleda
Zia about the student wing and

thelr plans. But all the altempts
went In vain due to strong opposi-
tion by majority of the party lead-
ers and activists in BNP and JCD,
sources said.

Sources also said that the
hardliners. failing to implerment
their hasty plans, have now

become desperate and are putl-
INg pressure on the party chair-

criticism
within party, are still trying to
establish supremacy in the JCD

person Lo see thelr plan through.

A strong resentment was pre-
vailing in the rank and file of BNP |
and its [ront organisations over

the move of the hardliners

Sources sald that
Zia is now
form fresh central and DU com
mittees with new faces in

the current

movement.
Many student

workers fear that

leaders

leaders and -activists, however,
said that they would abide by the
decision of the party chief.

Over 300 SC lawyers say

AL has no respect
for rule of law

More than 300 Supreme Court
lawyers condemned the 14
December turbulent action of the
ruling party supporters following
High Court judgement in appeal
hearings of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman murder case,
reports UNB.

"The violence of 14 December
shows undoubtedly that the
ruling party has no respect for the
rule of law, nor do they want
judiciary to function independ-
ently,” said a statement issued
yesterday by the lawyers, mostly
supporters of the opposition
political parties.

A two-member bench of the
High Court conferred a split
verdict in the case with one judge
upholding the lower court's ver-
dict of death to the 15 accused
while another acquitting five of
the convicted army officers.

The judgement led to damag-
ing of vehicles on the streets and
alleged manhandling of a brother
of one of the judges.

The list of lawyers include
Barrister Maudud Ahmed,
Khondokar Mohabub Hossain,
Barrister Zamiruddin Sircar,
Barrister Abdur Razzak, Barris-
ler Raflqul Islam Miah, Barrister
Aminul Hoque and Barrister
Ziaur Rahman of the BNP, and
Nital Roy Chowdhury of the
Jatiya Party.

In the statement, signed by
Advocate Golam Mohammad
Chowdhury of the Bangladesh

Supreme Court, the lawyers
lamented: "Although the activists
of the ruling party and their stu-
dent wing took the law in their
own hands by destroying public
property and even killing one
innocent person, no action has
been taken against them.”

The protestors noted with
annoyance that the Public Safety
Act was also not enforced by the
police because the lawbreakers
were Awami Leaguers.

They alleged that the ruling

party is out to destroy the inde- |

pendence of superior judiciary,
which is the guardian of the coun-
try’s Constitution and the ulti-
mate saviour of the civil society.

In the statement, the galaxy of |

lawyers regretted that the state-
ment made by many ministers,
including the Prime Minister, that
the verdict did not fulfil the aspi-
ration of the people was "mis-
placed and contrary to the con-
cept of rule of law In a democ-
racy."”

The lawyers in their statement
sald the Constitution gave the
judges right to exercise functions
independently. "Their (judges))
decisions are based on law and
evidence. They cannot decide a
case by taking into consideration
any extraneous factor.”

They called upon all 1o stand
behind the judges and do all they
can lo preserve and protect the
independence of judiciary,

UNO assaulted

by terrorists
in Sylhet

SYLHET, Dec 20: Acting

Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) of |

Companiganj was assaulted by
lerrorists today, reports UNB.
Sources said the terrorists
assaulted Shah Arefin, also the
Land Acquisition Officer of the

upazila.

Upon a court order, Arefin had
three illegal stone collectors
arrested today from ‘Pathar
Mohal’ owned by local wakf
estlate.

Earlier, Motwalli of Wakf

Estate filed a case against the
collectors for illegally collecting
stones from 'Pathar Mohal' for
long.

To rescue the arrested three
Nannu, Habib and Mosharraf
terrorists led by Basir Mia
swooped on the acting UNO and
assaulted him.

AL candidate

From Page 12

Govt Primary School and
Chatiantala Primary School
centres of Phultala upazila, said
the presiding officers.

The Chief Election Commis-
sioner M A Syed expressed his
satislaction at the peaceful hold-
Ing of bye-election. He visited
some polling centres in both the
upazilas and metropolitan eity.

Meanwhile. Awami League
candidate Narayan Chandra
Chanda alleged that BNP activists
prevented volers [rom going to
Dumuria High School centre.

He also brought similar
charges against BNP activists in
Phultala upazila.

When asked, oflicials of both
district and police administration
denled the allegation as AL candi
date did not file any written com-
plaint.

Dull contest, admits CEC

From Page 12
centres he visited at 20 to 25 per
cent but declined to give any
estimate on the total turnout.

Apparently influenced by top
officials of the local administra-
llon present on the spot, Syed
however found the outcome of the
by-polls all right.

Deputy Commissioner Azhar
All Talukdar, who was the
Returning Officer in the by-
election, added two more reasons
behind the low turnout the har-
vesting season and the month of
Ramadan.

Itwas the ruling Awami League
candidate Narayan Chandra
Chando who was the real con-
tender in the by-polls despite the
fact that four others were offi-
clally In the run. Even Chando did
not seem to appreciate the elec-
tion, for it could not generate any
sorts of enthuslasm among the
volers,
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"Withoul contest,” said
Chando at a centre almost devoid
of voters, "an election does not
appear to be an election In true
sense.” He also spoke about the
painful efforts made to encourage
volers to turn up at polling cen-
lres.

The ruling party candidate
viewed that there could be a
better contest and turnout of
voters had his rivals become
active. Other candidates were
almost missing from electioneer-
Ing. However, Krishak
Mohammad Sadek, known for his
election craze, made his presence
felt at some places.

A dozen ol polling centres in
Dumuria and Phultola was found
(o be wearing a deserted look. A
small number of voters, mostly
woimen, were seen at a few cen-
tres. At places, small queues were
hurriedly arranged as soon as the
CEC arrived there,

Election conducting oflicials
were found sitting idle and agents
ol the candidates other than that
ol the ruling party were missing
from most of the polling booths.

The polling stations were how-
ever under vigorous vigilance of
the security forces, Including
police and paramilitary BDR.
Army was also scen deployed at
one centre,

Posters seeking voles for the
ruling party nominee were hardly
seen while such form of campaign
in favour of other candidates was
almost absent. In a nutshell,
there was a total absence of elec-
tlon festivity.

Until 2.15 p.n., officials
reported a very poor turnout.

The Khulna-5 seat fell vacant
following death of Minister
Salahuddin Ahmed. Major oppo-
sitlon parties including BNP
boycotted the by-polls.

Khaleda
determined to

the
leadership to bring dvnamism in
the party aclivities and intensify |
antl-government

and |
irusiration
among the JCD leaders may lead
to untoward incidents. The JCD
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Sharif's exile to herald
new political culture,
says Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, Dec 20: A new
political culture, free of hatred,
hostility and corruption will
emerge In Pakistan following
deposed prime minister Nawaz
Sharif's exile, General Pervez
Musharraf sald loday, reports
AFP.

In a nationally-televised
address, the military ruler
defended a decision to exile
Sharif, one which led to eriticism
and accusations of a secret deal
undermining national interests
and soverelignty.

“The Idea to exile Nawaz Sharif
came Lo me after the suggestion
from the Crown Prince (Adullah
bin Abdul Aziz) of Saudi Arabia.
In my opinion, this decision will
mark the beginning of a new era
in our national politics.”

Musharrafl sald the decision
would help end politics of hatred,
money and confrontation, wit-
nessed during the relgns of Sharif
and Benazir Bhutlo, arch politi-
cal foes who dominated the politi-
cal scene for more than a decade.

Contrary to “drawing room
gossip,” Musharraf, who selzed
power in a military coup lasl
October, sald he had not acted
out of panic when he pardoned
and exiled Sharlf and his rela-
tives. “l am never in panic. 1 am
never afrald of anything except
God. 1 bave laced death many a
time In my life.’

He admitted that his decision
may have lelt some Pakistanis
questioning their confidence in
him. but he asked them to have

faith. "

‘Let me assure you, | shall
never let you down,” he said.

Musharral sald his actuon
showed that he had no “vindic-
tiveness” towards the former
prime minister,

“Justce demards that punish-
ment must be falr. Vindictiveness
must be shunned. | kept all this
in my mind.” :

“This decision of exiling will
usher in a new era of hale-free
politics. 1t will usher in an era of
the politics of reconciliation and
money-free politics. It will
In overall political harmony and
contribute towards economic
development.”

He said world leaders had
lauded his "hold” decision based
on “tolerance and moderation.”

Microbus driver

From Page 1
the money. As Khalll refused to
comply, driver Selim came Lo his
help trying to prevent the mug-
gers. The miscreants then shot
Selim In his left chest and
stabbed Khalil.

Both the victims were sent Lo
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
whiere doctors declared Selim
dead. Khalil was admitted to the
hospital.

Khalil llled a case with Tejgaon
thana In this connection. Police
later picked up Arif and Alamgir,
members of Piechi Hannan
group, from Tejgaon Science
College vesterday evening

Major changes in army

From Page 1
tinue 1o serve. This again
depends on the desire of the
oflicers to continue in service and
the government's willingness (o
allow them to serve.” one source
noted.

The three major generals are

Abul Munim Mansur. Comman-
dant of the Staff College.
Hasan Mashud Chowdhury.

Commandant ol National Defence

Kaiser Fazlur

College and Abu
Kabir, Area Commander ol
Chittagong. The [irst

is a freedom fighter.

It is learnt that all the three
| wish to continue in service

Some sources said the ser-

vices of Maj Gen Hasan Mashud
| Chowdhury

have been

wWo are
repatriated officers and the other

placed

under the Ministry of Foreign
Alfairs lor

appointment as
ambassador,
Maj Gen Fazur Kabir is

replacing him as Commandant of
the National Defence College

The government is also consid-
ering several names for the posi-

tion of Area Commander of
Chittagong

Maj Gen Munim Mansur is
likely to continue in his present
ih‘-‘a.f,-.-!,'_

Delence institutions such as
olall College, National Delence
College and Hangladesh Institute
ol Intermational and Strategk
Studies (BIISS) are considered to
be outside the armv organisa
tional structure and olficers
commanding those are nol gener-
ally considered superseded

Training policy approved

From Page 12

| ing.

The national training council

| headed by the prime minister

would continue to coordinate and

| monitor the training programme

in Bangladesh, the meeting was
told.

The draft policy provides that
all cadre officials will attend and
successfully complete the man-
datory foundation training
course immediately after their
induction into the services.

The prime minister suggested
that the trainees, who received
training abroad in a particular
field, after returning to Bangla-
desh should serve in that specific
ministry, division or department
at least for one year for which he
or she has been awarded scholar-
ship and fellowship.

- e

Hasina told the meeting that
there is no alternative to trainng
for the government officials to run
the administration eflectively.

The report was discussed in
the meeting in detail to improve

the til.;s:ilf'u ol services ol the gov-
ernment ollicials

Ministers Zillur Rahman, Shah
AMS . Kibria, Tofail Ahmed.

Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim. ASHEK
Sadique and MA Mannan. State
Ministers for Planning Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, Cabi-
net Secretary Kazi Shamsul
Alam, Principal Secretary to the
PM Dr SA Samad, Bangladesh
Bank Governor Dr M
Farashuddin, Finance Secretary
Akbar Ali Khan and ADAB Chair-
man Khushi Kabir were, among
others, present in the meeting.

BB suspénds two

From Page |
ln_!:.f, out a bi]g rll” ol 1_'](!1}']‘{][‘[‘ notes

| after oflice time. Although the

amount could not be conlirmed.
some BB ollicials said it could be

between Tk 13.000 and Tk
15,000.
When the BB Governor Dr

Mohammad Farashuddin came
to know of the incident he imme-
diately asked the relevant depart

ment to take departmental action
against the culprits. He also

ordered a probe to find out if
others are involved.

The BB ollicials are having

hard times to deal with hundreds
of people who come there everv-
dayv lollowing the issuance ol new

Tk 10 polvmer note on December
14.
On top ol it, everyday they are

| receiving an Increasing number
of requests from high govern
ment

olficials including minis-

ters, bankers and journalists
asking for one or two bundle ol
new 1K 10 polymer notes

Although hundreds of people
everyday throng the BB Motijheel
office to collect the polymer note,
only few of them get the bank-
note.

However, from the first day ol
issuance the new Tk 10 polymer
note is selling between Tk 15 and
Tk 20 in the city. A bundle of 100
polvmer note worth Tk 1000 sells
at Tk 1400. However, similar
bundles were available in
Motijheel area at Tk 1100 each
yvesterday

The intreduction of the new
polymer note triggered chaos and
damage of windowpanes of the
Bangladesh Bank's Motijheel
office. Police had to intervene (o
disperse the agitating people who
gol frustrated after failing to get
their hands on the hot bills.

the block's original
British oil company Cairm con-
ducted selsmic survey covering
some 1500 km In straight lines.

Block 15 kept open
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Shell's last operation in this
block -- an exploratory well drill
ing at Sandwip east -- began in
June last with an approved bud-
get ol six million US dollars.
Sources said that after drilling to
the prime depth of 3,600 meters,
Shell gave up hopes of hitting any
oll or gas there. Shell formally
informed this to Petrobangla two
weeks ago.

If Shell had adequate Ume, it
might have had taken initiative to
drill the last prospective spot at
Sandwip West. A Petrobangla
source noted that while the exist-
ing data puts the Sandwip West

as the last prospective spot. the
latest drilling in the same geologl-
cal structure In Sandwip East
proved negative.

After signing the PSC in 1995,
operator

block
Sangu gas field. Petrobangla
owes Shell over 70 million dollars
in outstanding bills for purchase
of Sangu.

Later Cairn drilled one explor-
atory well in Semutang, Hill
Tracts. The gas resernve found in
Semutang was assessed as too
little’ to justify the field's develop-
ment.

In early 1998, Cairn undertook

the drilling of the olishore Halda
exploratory well with a budget of

12 million US dollars. But it
ended without any positive
result.

Meanwhile, the PSC for this

block was extended for the first
time as per contract and Shell oil
took over the operatorship of
Cairn's two blocks -- 15 and 16.
Alter a break in the exploration
activities
slarted the drilling in Sandwip.

in block 15, Shell

Shell ts also the operator of
16. which includes the
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