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GAZA CITY, Nov 19: The Israeli
army closed the Karnl crossing
into Gaza Strip from Israel today,
a move that blocks food and baslc

from entering the Palestin-
jan territory, Israeli and Palestn-
{an officials said.

"The Karni crossing is closed
untll further notice following an
armed attack by Palestinians
against an Israeli convoy in the
area,” an army spokesman told
AFP.

Palestinian officials confirmed
the clusuwhre l'?r the rtmed ng.
through ich im com-
mercial goods entti:'o the Gaza
Strip.

Earlier, a 14-year-old Palestin-
tan who was throwing stones died
after he was shot in the chest by
soldiers at the crossing. Eight
other Palestinians were wounded
in the incident, hospital officials
said.

The Israeli army had earlier
sounded a positive note for the
first time in seven weeks of vio-
lence that has wracked the Pales-
tinian territories.

Senior commanders said there
had been a drop in fire in the Gaza
Strip and West Bank after Pales-
tinian leader Yasser Arafat
ordered a halt to shooting from
areas under their control.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military
sald today a Palestinian police-
man who killed an Israeli soldier
at the weekend was likely work-
ing alone, and that police in the
territories were cracking down on
gunmen after an order by their
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sraeli military closes
assage into Gaza
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leader Yasser Arafat,

"According to initial informa-
tion from the Investigation, the
shooting was an individual initia-
tive, from what Palestinian offi-
clals have told us,” General Yom
Tov Samia, a regional com-
mander In the southern Gaza
Strip, where the deadly shoot-out
took place on Saturday, told
Israeli radio.

Palestinian officials
announced an unprecedented
probe into the incident.

The shooting came a day after
Arafat said he had orde. ed a halt
to fire at Israeli targets from Pal-
estinlan-controlled areas. It was
his first public statement repudi-
ating violence since the launch-
ing of an Infitada or uprising
seven weeks ago.

Before dawn on Saturday, 28-
year-old Palestinian policeman
Daha Salama Said entered the
outpost at the Kefar Darom Jew-
ish settlement in the southern
Gaza Strip and unleashed fire on
soldiers, Kkilling 21-year-old
Baruch Plum from Tel Aviv and
wounding two others, one criti-
cally, before Israeli soldiers shot
him dead.

Alter the shoot-out, Samia said
Israel reserved the right to retali-
ate, but Palestinian officlals
announced an immediate investi-
gation and urged the army not to
seck revenge.

On Sunday, Samia toned down
his language and commended
Palestinian police for lowering the
incidence of fire from thelr territo-
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ries.
"Palestinian police are starting
to act with apparent success
against the gunmen. For the first
time in a long while there were
only five cases of shootings over-
night in the Gaza Strip, compared
with 15 to 20 every night for the
last few weeks," Samia sald over
the radio, in response to a ques-
tion whether Arafat's appeal was
kicking in.

Another Israell commander in
the West Bank noted a similar
drop In fire on the West Bank.

“For the first time since the
beginning of this conflict, Pales-
tinian police are starting to react.
But we don't know whether or not
the police are arresting the gun-
man or are content to isolate
them,"” said Colonel Noam Tibon,
commander in the West Bank
town of Hebron, where Jewish
settlers live in enclaves among
the Palestinian population.

"A new tendency Is arising, but
we must wait to see if it lasts on
the ground,” Tibon said.

Earlier, US Defence Secretary
William Cohen warned Saturday
during a Gulf tour that the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict could
run out of control and spread into
nelghbouring countries.

He also warned that the United
States must remain on maximum
alert against possible further
terrorist attacks in the region,
referring to the October 12 sul-
cide bombing of a US navy
destroyer in Aden harbour that
killed 17 sallors.
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Israeli forces fire at Palestinian demonstrators in Hebron on Saturday. A Palestinian

policeman killed an Israeli sol

dead in the GazaStrip.' -
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dier early !Szaturc\a* and injured two others before being shot

- AFP photo

Troops take key town
from LTTE: 27 killed

COLOMBO, Nov 19 : Govern-
ment troops wrested a key town
from Tamil Tiger rebels Sunday
after heavy overnight clashes saw
the death toll on both sides rise to
27, the defence ministry said,
reports AFP.

Troops advanced from
Chavakachcheri town in the
Jafina Peninsula and within a few
hours took Maduvil South, three
km away along the main A-9
highway, ministry spokesman
Sanath Karunaratne said.

“We don't have casualty details
yet, but it is believed that the
terrorists suffered heavy losses,”
Karunaratne said. "The capture
of this town gives a lot of depth to
the Chavakachcheri town.”

The ministry corrected its
earller report which had identi-

fled the captured town as
Nunavil.

Ministry spokesman
Karunaratne said seven soldiers
were Killed and another 27 were
seriously wounded in the con-
frontation. He said security forces
removed the bodies of 10 Tigers
killed by troops.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the separatist Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
to the latest offensive in the
Jafina Peninsula, but the Tiger
radio said they killed four soldiers
in a clash elsewhere.

The clandestine Voice of Tigers
radio sald they stalled a military
offensive in the northern main-
land and later captured the bod-
ies of four government soldiers
killed by them.

Protesters rally outside
int'l climate confce
in the Hague

THE HAGUE. Nov 19: Thou-
sands of demonstrators beat
bongo drums and built a mock
dike Saturday to symbolise
threatened flooding from global
warming, demanding real action
at an International meeting on
greenhouse gas emisslons,
reports AP.

‘Stop Climate Change!” “Stop
the Oil Giants!” “Not Everybody
Can Swim,” read banners draped
over a 400-hundred-yard-long
barrier across the street from the
UN Climate Conference.

The crowd of protesters from
around the world roared when
conference chairman Jan Pronk.
the Dutch environment minister,
added a few sandbags to the
shoulder-high barrier.

“We cannot bulld a dike with
words alone,” Pronk told the
demonstrators after scaling 15

reports from Kathmandu.

constitutional monarchy.
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Maoist rebels kill 2 cops in Nepal:

Suspected Maoist rebels attacked a police post in west Nepal, killing
two policemen and wounding six, an official said yesterday, Reuters

The incident occurred on Saturday in Baglung district, about 325
l:: northwest of Kathmandu, the district’s top bureaucrat Ratna
)| l;a.ndey told Reulers. Baglung Is one of several districts plagued
by a four-year-old Maoist insurgency aimed at overthrowing Nepal's

Qllake Shakes Taiwan: A moderate earth-

ﬂuakc shook southern Tatwan on Sunday, seismologists sald, No
Or Injuries were immediately reported, AP says from Taipe.

magnitude tremor was centered 4.4 ftl

miles) southwest of Chiayi County, the Central Weather Bureau

Chiayl Is about 180 kilometers south of the capital, Taipel,

feet of scaffolding to reach the
stage.

“We need to bulld it with action
that is based on words which are
agreed upon,” he added, referring
to the accord expected at the
conclusion of the two-week con-
ference, which began Monday.

The protest was largely nonvio-
lent, though noisy, with music
blaring from outdoor concert
speakers.

However, police spokesman
Rob Kouwenhoven said nine
demonstrators were arrested for
allegedly throwing paint bombs
against the Municipal Museum
next door.

Inside the conference hall,
delegates from some 180 coun-
iries were haggling over draft
texts of emissions ceilings, pollu-
tlon trading schemes.

lometers (2.7

14 die as tractor
plunges into
canal in India

HYDERABAD, India, Nov 19:
Fourteen farm workers, eight
women among them, died on the
spot when a tractor plunged into
a canal in India’'s southern state
of Andhra Pradesh on Saturday,
police said, reports Reuters.

About 45 paddy harvesters
packed into the tractor and an
attached cart at the end of a day's
work in Krishna district, about
325 km southeast of the state
capital, Hyderabad, a police
spokesman said.

The tractor went into the canal
on the way to the workers' village
when its steering wheel broke
suddenly.

While 14 people died, the
others managed to swam out of
the shallow waters, police said.

7 die in Saudi
chopper crash

RIYADH, Nov 19: A Saudi air
force helicopter crashed Sunday,
killing all seven people aboard,
including three officers, a Saudi
officials said. reports AP.

The helicopter crashed
moments after taking off from a
military base in Qassim in north-
ern Saudi Arabia, the official said
on customary condition of ano-
nymity. The cause was not Imme-
diately known.

The officials did not specify the
ranks of the officers or the make
of the helicopter, saying only that
the aircraft caught fire after
taking off and crashed.

Two killed in
Pak firing
in Kashmir

JAMMU, Nov 19: A young boy
and a woman were Killed when
artillery and mortar shells fired
by Pakistani soldiers exploded in
northern Kashmirl villages,
Indian security forces said
Sunday, reports AP,

The shells hit the homes of a
I I-year-old boy and a woman in
Pargwal village, 50 kilometers
north of Jammu late Saturday.

Their homes were among 12
houses damaged when artillery
and mortar shells hit villages
surrounding Pargwal through
Saturday night, sald a Border
Securlty Force spokesman, on
customary condition of anonyimn-
iy,

Saturday's killings took the
toll In such firing to four over the
past week, the spokesman sald.

He described the Pakistani

shelling as "unprovoked,” adding

that Indian troops responded (o
the firing. There was no immedi-
ate reaction from Pakistan,
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Visiting US President Bill Clinton is mobbed by a crowd of Ho Chi

Minh City residents as he tours the streets yesterday.

--AFP

Clinton ends Vietnam visit

HO CHI MINH CITY, Nov 19 :
President Bill Clinton wrapped up
his landmark reconciliation visit
to Vietnam in Ho Chi Minh City
Sunday, recelving an ecstatlc
welcome from tens of thousands
at the scene of America's humili-
ating retreat from the war, reports
AFP.

Massed crowds of waving and
cheering Vietnamese brought the
former Saigon to a standstill early
Sunday as they welcomed the
first American head ol state to
return since the US-backed
Southern capital was taken by
North Vietnamese troops in 1975.

Surging throngs were packed
outside the old presidential pal
ace where communist tanks
crashed through the gates during
the fall of Saigon and formed an
almost unbroken line from the

city centre along the [live-
kilometre (three-mile) road to the
airport.

“I was here 25 years ago when
the Americans left and | am very
honoured today to see President
Clinton,” said Trinh Quang Dal,
44.

US Trade Representative
Charlene Barshefsky, leading
talks on a trade deal signed in
July, called the reception "tre-
mendous” and "heart-warming ...
something all of us will always
remember, most particularly the
president.

The rapturous welcome
accorded Clinton and his wife
Hillary on their last scheduled
foreign trip has taken Vietnam's
communist regime, based in the

.north, by complete surprise and

there were signs ol imritation

Hollywood stars Zeta Jones,
Douglas tie the knot in NY

Sunday.

Clinton has been free to take
walkabouts in Hanoi, make a
number of public speeches
including a live address to the
nation -- and visit excavations for
the remains of Americans still
listed as missing In action (MIA).

On Sunday Clinton met In
private the city’'s Roman Catholic
Archbishop Pham Minh Man,
whose church was persecutled
after the US pull-out and is still
regarded with high suspicion.

The state press has main
tained a stony silence on the
crowds and made no mention of
such attempts to raise the issues
of human rights, religious toler-
ance or [reedom of information.

Vietnam's hardline communist
leader, in a tone contrasting with
reformers In his own government
and Clinton's pleas to heal past
scars, Sunday hailed the guerrilla
resistance against the United
Stales in the War as the birth of
Vietnamese socialism.

Communist parly general
secretary Le Kha Phieu
demanded the US respect Viet-
nam's monolithlc political system
and banged the drum of the
North's victory over the Ameri
can-backed Soulh.

The resistance wars brought
the Vietnamese people national
independence and reunification

to advance the countrv toward |

socialism so for the Viethamese
people the war was not ultimately
a story of darkness, sadness and
unhappiness,” the official Viet-
nam News Agency quoted Phieu
as saying when he met Clinton on
Saturday.

NEW YORK, Nov 19 : Movie stars Catherine Zeta Jones and Michael
Douglas tied the knot here Saturday, in what was reported to be a
lavish ceremony attended by an A-list of international celebrities,

reports AFP.

Officials at the exclusive Plaza Hotel in Ct‘l’_‘ltl“dl Manhattan confirmed
that the nuptials toek place there, but refused to supply additional

details.

Douglas, 55, and Zeta Jones, 30, have been one of Hollywood's most
talked-about couples for more than a year, and are among Tinseltown's

biggest box office draws.

Most notably, Douglas starred in the hit film “"Basic Instinct,” while
ZetaJones had a leading role in the action film "The Mask of Zorro.”
Douglas’ father film legend Kirk Douglas, 84, was among the guests

at the star-studded wedding.

It is a second marriage for Michael Douglas, who separated from
Diandra, his wife of 18 years, in 1995. The wedding is the first for Zeta

Jones, who has an infant son, Dylan, with Douglas.

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and wife Nane enter the Plaza
Hotel to attend the wedding of Michael Douglas and Catherine
Zeta~Jones on Saturday in New York. Guests attending included

actress Goldie Hawn, director Oliver Stone, and actor Danny
DeVito.

--AFP photo

Counties counting costs
of US vote recount

MIAMI, Nov 19 : Democracy
comes al a price, taxpayers In
south Florida will soon be
reminded, once the bill for sorting
out the winner of the disputed
presidentlal election comes due,
reports AFP.

The total cost of an endless
stream of ballot counts and
recounts in Palm Beach, Broward
and Dade countles could be
months away vet, bul officials
expect the sum to be in the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, as
the three jurisdictions employ a
small army of part time and tem-
porary workers (o help with the
tallying.

Across southern Florida, offi-
clals also have enlisted scores of
county employees, many of whom
are racking up expensive over-
time hours to help secrutinise
through thousands of ballots.

Hand tallies were already
underway In Palm Beach and
Broward counties and were set to
begin Sunday in Miami-Dade, the
state's most populous county.

Dade County officlal sald the

™ }

recount there could take until
December, as state election off}-
clals try to determine whether
Vice President Al Gore, or Texas
Governor George Bush won a
greater share ol Florida's vote.

Victory in the Sunshine State
would end the deadlock and allow
federal officials to declare a win-
ner of the November 7 presiden-
tial elections,

‘alm Beach County has drawn
on its large population of retirees
to help with the task ol checking
some 460,000 ballots. The task Is
expected to take five dozen ballot
counters nearly a week, at a cost
of seven dollars and fifty cents per
hour lor each worker.

And even In Broward County,
where all 240 of tHe ballot coun-
lers and partisan observers are
volunteers, the cost of feeding the
slzable group Is likely to total into
the thousands of dollars.

More daunting still are the fees
lo pay a battalion of lawyers and
legal aldes during a steady suc-
cesslaon of court challenges to the
hand counts.

capital Agartala,

7 Bangalees among 14
massacred in Tripura

GUWAHATI, India, Nov 19 : At
least 14 people were killed today
and 13 critically wounded In a
renewed spurt of ethnie violence
in the restive far-eastern Indlan
state of Tripura, police sald,
reports AFP.

A Tripura police spokesman
sald heavily-armed separatist
rebels of the militant tribal
National Liberation Front
stormed the village of Boroholdi,
about 200 km north of the state
and gunned
down seven Bangalees.

"The militants rounded up the
Bangalees and shot them dead.

The victims Included a child and

two women,” spokesman G.
Sarkar told AFP over the tele-
phone.

"Six villagers were injured in
the attack,” he sald, adding that
the 20-odd militants then torched
about a dozen homes belore
fleeing.

Sarkar sald that as news of the

‘attack spread, a rival Bangalee

militant group called the United
Bengall Liberation Tiger Force
staged a retaliatory attack in a
nearby village, killing seven
iribals and critically wounding
seven others.

‘It was a clear case of tit-for-
tat,” he said.

Sunday’s violence In Tripura's
Kanchanpur area comes just four
days after earlier ethnic clashes
there.

That unrest started after mem-
bers of a Bangalee rebel group
threw a bomb at a passing jeep,
killing three tribals, and Injuring
seven others.

Incensed tribals then staged a
counter-attack, killing three non-
tribals.

In May, ethnic violence In
Tripura, where tribal and Ben-
gall-speaking rebels are staging
separate campalgns for Inde-
pendent homelands, claimed at
least 40 lives and made more
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than 20,000 people homeless.

A senlor police official sald, on
condition of anonymity, that
clashes between tribal and
Bangalee rebels had been
increasing but added: "The prob-
lem we are facing Is that we don't
have adequate paramilitary
forces in the state.

“We need more forces to con-
tain the ethnic violence as mili-
tants sneak into neighbouring
Bangladesh after staging the
attacks.”

More than 10,000 people have
lost their lives In Insurgency In
Tripura over the past decade.

At least 50,000 troops are
deployed in India's troubled
northeast, where more than a
dozen separatist guerrilla groups
have been fighting for independ-
ence or autonomy for decades in
the region’s seven states.

Nearly 50,000 people have dled
in Insurgency-related violence.

CAIRO, Nov 19: Ten of the Arab
world's first ladies come together
in an unusual gathering Satur-
day, pushing for the improved
status of women In their male-
dominated societies, reports AP.

Queen Ranla of Jordan,
Egypt's Suzanne Mubarak and
others, activists in their own
right, were using their charisma
and influence (o campalgn on
behalf of women in this three-day
meeting ol women leaders and
gender-equality campaigners

"Development will not achieve

its goals unless women partici-
pate in it as complete and elfec-

tive partners in all fields,” Queen
Rania told an audience of more
than 2,000. She called for “legal

and legislative reforms that

achieve equality and justice for

women. "

Suzanne, one of the conference
organisers, said they must find

ways to respect the social differ-
ences that distinguish

creating a better life for Arab
wWOomen
The status of women varies

between countries in the Arab
somme
parts of the Gulf, such as the
are
required to be covered from head-
and are not allowed to
drive, their counterparts in more
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world. While women in
conservative Saudi Arabia,
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Delayed
triplets

|
BEIJING, Nov 19 : A Chinese |

Arab
countries while still cooperating
to attain the summit's main goal.:

woman gave birth to a set of twins |

five days after having a baby girl.
a report said today, reports AFP.

The 29-year-old mother gave |

birth to the
weighed 1.5

first baby,
kilograms, on
November 9 at her home in
Chongqing city, southwestern
China, the Beijing Morning Post
reported.

She did not realise she was
carrying triplets, but felt move-
ment in her stomach and went to
hospital for a checkup two days
later.

On November 14, she pave
birth to the twins, who were born
five minutes apart.

It is unusual for one or more
babies in triplets to be born so far
apart, the report said.

Thousands seek
refuge as troops
hunt Aceh rebels

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia, Nov
19 : An Indonesian security oper-
ation to flush oul a rebel base in
the flash-point province of Aceh
has forced thousands of villagers
to flee their homes in fear, resi-
dents said today, reports AFP.

Some 2,200 residents said they
had abandoned their homes in
the Keumire area of the Indrapuri
sub-district on Saturday, alter
soldiers and police moved In to
hunt down separatists, alleged to
have abducted several oflicials

"We are afraid of becoming the
victitns and therefore we are
forced to flee and leave our
homes, our flelds and our live
stock."” an elderly refugee, declin-
ing to identify himself, told AFP.

Unionists plot

O unseat
Trimble

ENNISKILLEN, Northern Ire
land, Nov 19 : Northern Ireland's
Democratic Unjonist Party (DUP),
which Is fiercely opposed to the
province's peace process, on
Saturday warned it would over-
take the mainstream Ulster
Unionist Party at the next general
election, reports AFP.

The hardline DUP predicted
during its annual congress here
that it would pick up votes from
Protestants who are disillusioned
by the 1998 Good'Friday peace
accord, which is backed by the
Ulster Unilonist Party (UUP).

"We will pick up the standard
they have deserted and carry 1t
forward,"” said DUP deputy leader
Peter Robinson,

“The next general election will
give us the opportunity to change
the face of unlonism. I am talking
about a revolution within union-
ism."”

who
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liberal countries, including Jor-
dan, Egypt and Lebanon, enjoy
more freedom and richer public
lives.

However, illiteracy, marginal-
ised decision-making roles and
under-representation in the
political arena are some of the
common problems Arab women
share.

Many women, though, are
struggling to change the status
quo and have achleved some
gains. This year in Egypt, for
example, avid
helped women reverse laws that

prevented them from obtlaining

divorce and traveling abroad
without their husbands’' permis-
sion.

Mubarak said
should build on their achieve
ments and use them as motiva
tion for beating future chal
]HIL'_H'_--.

Many ol the speakers, repre-
senting the 19 countries partici

pating in the summit, underlined
the importance of meeting the
demands ol the modern society

while still preserving Arab iden-
tity, tradition and beliefs.

Presenting a more positive,
well-wounded Iimage of Arab
women in the face ol negative

chal

stereolypes was another
lenge tackled on Saturday.

Soha Aralat, wife of Palestinian
blamed the

leader Yasser Aralat

campaigning

Arab women

'Arab woman leaders call
for their better lives

medla for negatively stereotyping
Arab women as “ignorant, sub-
missive and deceived.”

Arafat called for changing such
a menlality inside and outside
the Arab world. She demanded a
fair portrayal of Arab women,
reminding
women's role in liberating their
Arab countries from occupation.

Other speakers feted the
struggle of Palestinian women
and pledged support to the Pales-
tinian causes.

Arab League
General Esmat
applauded the
mother who courageously sacri-

Secretary-

fices her loved ones to “fight with
unbreakable will for the Ireedom

of her country and children.’

More than 230 people, the vast
majority Palestinian, have been
killed in seven weeks of fighting

in Israel and the Palestinian
areas,

Angela King, the United
Nations' special adviser on

women, saild the role of women
becomes even more important in

such conlflicts.

King said women in the region
and
[ﬁ\'-.'?l.rd
Women with men

are a valuable

should effectively
peacemaking
have a vital role to play in peace-
making.
able peace without gender equal

14

resource
work

the audience of

Abdel-Meguid
Palestinian

. There's no sustain-

Suu Kyi to be allowed out of

house arrest for court hearing

YANGON, Nov 19 : Opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi will be
allowed to emerge briefly from
house arrest Tuesday if she
chooses to attend a court hearing
over her brother's claim on her
Yangon home, a junta spokes
man said, reports AFP

I Aung San Suu Kyi answers
the summons in person, it will be
her first public appearance since
September 22 when the junta
slapped on the restrictions in
retaliation for her attempt to
travel north to Mandalay.

The Nobel laureate was sub-
poenaed to appear in Yangon
Divisional Court after her US
based brother Aung San Oo liled
for half-ownership of the house
which once belonged to their late
mother

Colonel Than Tun, the military
liaison between the junta and the
National League for Democracy
(NLD), said Aung San Suu Kyi
and other detained party leaders
were allowed out in certain cir
cumsiances.

We are not preventing them
from going out if there is a legiti
mate reason,” Than Tun told AFP.
adding that NLD deputy leader
Tin Oo had recently attended the
funeral of one of his relatives.

Since there is this provision,
we have no reason 1o bar Aung
San Suu Kyi from attending or
responding (o the court sum-
mons if she wishes to go.”

Aung San 0Oo's legal move
comes a month before the 12ih
anniversary ol his mothers
death, which marks the expiry on
the statute of limitations in prop
erty claims.

While not overtly political,
Aung San Oo is much less critical
of the regime than his sister, and
the two are not close. However,
family friends said they were on
speaking terms during his visits
to Yangon this vear.

It is believed
death their mother Khin Kwi
expressed the wish that the
house be equally shared between
the two children, and stipulated
that if it were sold the proceeds
should be donated to charity.

Aung San Oo's legal represen-
tative in Myanmar U Han Toe said
he expected the opposition leader
to appear in court Tuesday.

'If she or her legal representa-
tive fail to appear then the lawsuit
will continue on a unilateral
basis,” he told AFP.

The lawver said Aung San Oo
wanted to stake his claim over
half the property so that he could
donate it to charity in line with his
mother's wishes.

Asked about the ramifications
of a law which forbids Aung San
0o, as a US citizen, [rom owning
property here, he cited a special
proviso that allows ownership to
be won as long as it is not subse-
quently retained.

It is believed that il the suit is
successful, the half share in the
property would have to be given
away or else be confiscated by the
authorities.

This loophole raises the bizarre
prospect of Aung San Suu Kyi,
who has been subjected to a
decade of harassment by the
military authorities, living in a
house half-owned by the junta.

Tug of war over Morl's
no-confidence vote

TOKYO, Nov 19 A party
strongman within Japan's ruling
party said today Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori, laced with an oppo-
sition no-confidence motion,
could go only after he has fulfilled
his duty, reports AFP.

Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
secretary general Hiromu
Nonaka also threatened to expel
his predecessor Koichl Kato
unless he dropped his threat to
join the no-confidence vote due
late Monday.

In a last-ditch tug of war, Kato,
who leads a major LDP faction,
said he would withdraw his prom-
ise to back the vote only if the
gaffe-prone premier is otherwise
made to step down “in the near
future.”

Bul Nonaka, a reputed power-
broker, said any party leadership
shakeup should wait until after
the LDF's convention set for next

March.
Instead, Nonaka and other
LDP executives declded at a

meeting late Sunday to expel Kato
and his ally Taku Yamasakt from

the party if they fail to voluntarily
quit it.

“Unless they accept our recom-
mendations to leave the party by
noon tomorrow, we will expel
them,” Shizuka Kamel. head of
the LDPs policy affairs council,
told reparters after th® meeting.

Nonaka said earlier on a televi-
sion talk show that it would be
possible to bring forward a party
presidential election scheduled
lor next September. But party
rules should be changed at the
convention to accommodate such
an early contest.

Nonaka, who was one of the
four LDP leaders who handpicked
Mori last April in a backroom deal
(o replace ISI:‘ then coma-stricken
and dying Keizo Obuchi, said he
could not rule out the possibility
of Mori resigning,

"But it is not a matter that
would happen today or tomor-
row." Nonaka said. “We should let
Mr. Mort do what he should do as
prime minister before he clears
up his position himself.”

that before her
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