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~ Amendment to

. Farm Labourers| IMCONOMI1STS questlon roie ;..
GEE . o
- Wages Polic i1
TR a‘g | d y @ @ @ N
i EEove - In settin O11CY agenaa 1
. The Cabinet yesterday i
approved amendment to the Are
Farm Labourers’ Wages Scale ' 3
Ration, Appointment and Regu- Star Report & 1
jon 1990 for streamlin- A debate WH cri ; |
agricultural workers ebate sparked ofl yesterday between senior World Bank officials ity (DESA) was created according to prescription, e i 3
- norts UNB. ' | and leading economists of the country who questioned the Bank's role “You are blaming us for following your prescription,” said Nasrin e L
- n:sult the dail Ry in making Bangladesh's policy agenda. Khandaker, a teachers of economics at Dhaka University. -
= 2 ed and un'sldlled ay wﬂft rgl They were speaking at a meeting on Structural Adjustment Partici- Temple said that WB was working to help the government bring |
?pﬂﬂ R i liars would incglmaic 5&3}1 d patory Review Initiative, Bangladesh (SAPRI) at the office of the Centre  about reforms In the judiclary, governance and other fields.
s ﬁm R Gl il Vit for Policy Dialogue (CPD) in the city. But the economists questioned its activities in the country.
o Mmul A o mnsomlldt o c%‘“ The visiting World Bank Vice-President, Jozef Mritzen, and its Coun- The economists also sald that participants in consultation meetings
oF SN Said EoA try Director Frederick T Temple were among others who spoke at the on CAS fall to deliver effectively as they are not given the findings in
th cabine O T itlow: <ok meeting, moderated by CPD Chairman Prof Rehman Sobhan. advance. )
AL : 1€ economisis sa at Wor was merely engaged In writin rol Rehman an sa ¢ DACKS oOu 1€ government
| B eting of {Fl’fe L% by T ists said that World Bank ly engaged g Prof Reh Sobh id the WB backs out If the g
=0 PM's ﬂil'll‘igcc with I‘Pﬂl reports and doing nothing for development of important sectors llke refuses to comply with earlier decislons. A process should be evolved to
& \ ;—* SENeixh Hasina in ”me.- power and other physical infrastructures. carry on with on-going projects by making necessary changes, he said. y
R URNEER 1 They questioned the participatory nature of WB's Country Assess- Jozef Mritzen said, "The attitude should not be to agree and continue 3
. o < o 25 BIRTSS - lah - retnrn. ment Study (CAS). They sald that a US company having no idea about  just to have the money”. 3
vy e l R ol davs fo rt . Bangladesh got the contract for conducting the participatory process He said sometimes it becomes difficult for a country to agree to cer- §
. il o ‘-‘ﬁn. % endo ‘i o ‘ﬁ“r of the CAS while the facilitating local company did not have any knowl-  tain things as those are "extremely dangerous .. politically”, :
G and commissions t s U,}.S edge about economics. He sald growth is related to structural adjustment. Citing examples, :
IS AREURC d‘lhe Lo P‘U?t A“ l{:{}rﬂt' 4 Inresponse, the WB oflicials said that it could not bring about much  he said growth in Equador and Mali was less as structural adjustment 3'
e _ | & ¥ | change in the power sector because of a system loss as high as 40 per  was done badly there. ¢
8§ ?J'-A‘?t'f Y approved a proposal cent, Considering the structural adjustments, Bangladesh should have “
} . mlll'ue. er ap g pen(l;:));e To this. the economists said that the Dhaka Electric Supply Author- See page 11 col 6
AR
: . and abide by the ILO Convention s ¥ i) 5 % ; =
~ 182(1999) and the ILO Recom-
] @ @ ® ® L »
mendation 190 (1999). DU tem or
B s 2 ciscyseed ody for Division-1 1n jai g arily i
implementation of the Public m
See page 11 col 2 f ll l e, o e €xXpels 11e ayet’
L - .
B dimisces or all political prisoners 8 others
y orrespondent
report on By Nazmul Ashraf The Dhaka University authori-
MA leader Once again, the politicians have differed to differ approval by the District Magistrate determines the L:}iﬂ ;5 hl,-a:ﬁu};tu:ii,';:r;omr,:l]_:fi
: Foreign Secretary C M Shali on an issue involving their own interests. status of the under trial prisoners. The process often Qi) qhnw-m“:.-,p notices nn.'t'h-f-
~ Sami vesterdav di It happened at a time when they are sharply takes time for the prisoners to get the status they | _ £ RS Y i
_ yesterday dismissed the . £¥ i - - ¢ | others for their alleged involve-
RIS i e cprrvices amnd divided on almost every issue concerning national deserve. ment in Thursday's untoward
B the brosideast by BEC H';ﬂ‘l 4 politics. Lawmakers belonging to the conflicting Division-1 is the status enjoyed by prisoners who | 4. ¢ l{m;ﬂ};h h'mti Ni]k?:l v
guerilla leader G - | Political camps yesterday unanimously agreed on by social status, education and lifestyle are accus- | . A Ny bl
m was R ; Yl - A 5 . : v 0 _ | areas adjacent tothe campus.
injured in group clashin Bangla- the simplification of a jail code to benefit the political tomed to a superior mode of living. Division-2 is The four are Sved M Herravet
desh and lmdtl‘t..“ﬂmg LI‘E&tIﬁr:nl IESRIAAS- : applicable to those whose status and mode ol living Hossain, a SI:LLILIE:I”I_I of M.Com 1fii1'.al
in Dhaka, reports UNB On previous occasions, lawmakers in both the are not superior to those of the ordinary people. Veat idht Aoconnting: and nwwrfn!
B T O i eioh friformas benches had similar understanding on raising their As declded by the standing committee, all former :-“»f‘;‘rvl'm' of BCL .;/’3';1 ir Rtt!]l‘ll”ltll
By o when 4 come. salaries and allowances and importing duty-free ministers, state ministers. deputy ministers and iiull u(ni't M Daud ;I(}%am R‘-;f
- t drew his attention (o TeO8 : - others of equal rank and status, sitting and former of MSS 'ﬂn'il “‘Ir't”ll" mh Pnlnir:;
e renort dindie a routine At a meeting of the Parllamentary Standing Com- MPs, chairmen of Zila Parishad, Upazila Parishad Shldiate :\klileriw)mrm e Toeg
belefing In the Foreign Office mittee on the Home Ministry. legislators of the ruling and Pourashava (municipality), presidents and | e ciord ciudent In Geogr :' }}'Inf
BRI kaews dienicles - e Awami League, and opposition BNP and Jatiya Party general secretaries of central and district commit- *u:(‘l Em*?mrmwnt d:],' ':Z'l‘ I_, -‘L
IINL: guioting 2 senior army Dﬁfil.‘f'l“ resolved that the political prisoners would get Divi- tees of political parties, and the first class govern- i librarv secretarv mtrl){i ”'.tl”! |
- e Y sion- 1, the superior status. the moment they enter ment officials (both serving and retired) would fall in { ey o AL £ g
in Agartala, said Paresh Barua, he iail : s 7 , BCL and Akhteruzzaman Panir of
{8 military chief of United Liber- | thejadl- the bracket of Division-1 prisoners on admission to ety _ ey
e ] The standing com alen Jisteck s . f % second year in Economics.
I @ Front of Assam (ULFA). was e standing mitiee also listed a section of thejail. S e e R
2 2 s his dcpun'h F‘:ai }“Jureaurmtﬂ who will be entitled to the same privi- However, the meeting did not define clearly as to dﬂ:]';;;r'ln?:{;eairtt;;f[ [1:; ITH g :IH !
: : : e s e ale : . T kil APy : sirable persons o , , : | | .
=y | was killed in a factional lf:{f;e:?fﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁgﬂigﬂ::Edul,lfnﬁﬂﬁsﬁ?[511';“ :?{?&ﬁﬁ:ﬁg:?ﬁ;&mbmwrh under the above criteria the campus. Panir was also | Optimum use of idle space, indeed... as pedestrians prefer the old habit of zigzagging through
e in Rhagrachbari on Satur- | ¢ y L It inewith thecommitiee decisior.a bill Seebin expelled for one year in the past = busyroads, traders at the Baitul Mukarram Market make most of the empty spaces on the footbridge.~
> -?"‘ up the report, BEC | Under the existing code, the irial court. on See page 11 col 6 L for his m%:ﬂ"t?‘f”ll 11” "'i"-’}:*”“ i l.ined up backup power generators and containers of fuel and lubricants have turned the footbridge
v e . - agc CO ) torehousent s —5t: )
also said the wounded leader was | [ infoastorehouse of sort | : Star photo
taken to Dhaka for treatment . S e |
A senior official in i |
I*}ijhagrachhari m'erézﬁphme said e up lI couI uI lng State attomeys
the report was “absolutely false .
ﬁ:die;ﬁc}iezsi;;ie mgmlhn;g of & z | Stllleng death
S a ppened anywhere |
T vacation for speedy trial  refcases
Inside Tod | | By Special Correspondent
nsi e O a | R 1' 5 b | State attornevs are working on
y U ].ng party Ul"geS Chlef JUSthe the death reference of five
- | accused in Bangabandhu murder
! IlCle B_‘;‘ Staft CUI‘I‘E'%}JI ndent case acquitted by one of the two
. : _ judges in a Division Bench of the
' Ministers and senior leaders ol rul_in_u Awami the verdict regarding the [ive to a new Bench for , High Court on Thursdav.
Barak S League yesterday appealed to the Chief Justice to  review, | Both the judges upheld death ;
: 2 constitute a new Bench of the High Court immedi- AL organized the rally vesterday as part of a | sentenceofthe lﬁlil other accused
RﬂSlgnatlon: ately to review the split verdict on the death refer- weeklong programme to press its demand for early | The attornevs are studying
Future Of E‘ﬁfﬁ‘ Dr ﬂ‘b:‘t (}1 lhE t](,[l.]._";ﬂl "] ll']f' HI’II'U.L.!]M’[HL”IU '».'?'\li‘l ”!””1 !}I. '|II.{" hi']l { “l”-t""‘-"\'t"-.} 1-{1'1{"!‘1; L:;I 5“1”]('”‘ hpl]l 'L'f-I'.{-J][IE‘IL} dt‘i(“ﬂillﬁé‘ -
| murder case. R | Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. | what should happen in such a ?
Peace ProceSS Addressing a party rally at city s Paltan Maidan, Prime Minister and AL President Sheikh Hasina | case, sources close to them said
U rt * UI;E}J appealed for constitution of the Bench during was scheduled to chair the rallv. It was presided over | yesterday. :
ncertain the ongoing vacation of the court. by Foreign Minister and AL Presidium member | Thev have already appl : :
SR AT | - o and AL | y have already applied for
i Shatlioht on T'hf?}f also demanded expeditious completion of  Abdus Samad Azad. | certified copies of the judgement ]
N[jdd]goEagt | | th_' trial process for execution of the convicts in the 'he poorly attended rally was also addressed by | given by the HC Bench compris- |
nYRk _f k casc. ; _ Presidium members LGRD and ( ooperatives Minis- : ing Justice Ruhul Amin and .3
b}' Muslehudd}n ' . l; .“.1 .ﬂ Fi[]lll \'C.I‘(jlltl on T]llll".‘ill;l}‘. one _il![“]i{l‘ ol a ler and AL General Secretary Zillur Rahman. Home | Justice Khairl Hllq. ]
St | e e . [_)msmn B(E‘nch_oi_ High Court upheld the trial ruurl':a Minister ai id AL Organizing Secretary Mohammad | Justice Ruhul Amin acquitted !
Page 4 | The ruling party rally at the Paltan Maidan yesterday fizzled out into a virtual non-starter when Fr et gave death sentence to all the 15 Nasim. Food Minister Amir Hossain Amu, Forest | five of the 15 former army men |
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina didn't t Altl hth ' ‘ : . accused In the case while the other judge acquitting and Environment Minister Syeda Sajeda | sentenced.to death bv a trial |
! : Sna didn't furn up. though the meeting featured some senior leaders, it five of them. Chowdhury, Water Resources Minister Abdur | court on November S. 1998 for t
Focus simply 1al to pull the crowd. -- Star phum As per provision. the ¢ hielt Justice will now send Razzak. Industries Mini S>eepage 11 col 3 | See page 11 col | l
R e T e R RIS, e B o W Lo e Ol VO 108 e S Y

Voice of conscience 2 . |
mes || 196 dev projects for men, M confesses Fier fodoe |
4 : _ .
| = J | killing of Rab, ' learn and lead ;
ey only 50 for women ! gy €S
: ‘' !
w"?  Low Fat Milk y ® of 9 others e |
" %e & s N AT '
g B KHULNA, Dec 18: Regional R @ { ofters tor the FIRST tume in Bang adesh b
| 1% fat only By Staff C dent leader of Purba Banglar Commu- e SRR k "
Y OFIESPONUEI nist pnrt},'R;;ﬂqul Islam Hitler, for commerce formal education in e-commerce. }E
One hundred and ninety-six development pro- presided over the seminar and Mahbub Kabir of the | 2Frested in connection with Post-graduate diploma I«
jects almed at ‘welfare of men’ have been under- organisation gave the address of welcome. awami League leader A S M Rab 3 0 g
taken in the country in fiscal 2000-2001 while the " The objective of our study was mainly to assess killing, today confessed his — NOt Just certificate courses. i
number of such ‘projects for women' Is only 50, a  the Impact of various taxes on socio-economic con- | 1pvelvement with the gruesome S
N me“i)’ was told yesterday. dition of women as well as the impact of national g 8 ”"T'UNH - | _!“
th;” I.{';;f:f;;"’rﬂ,?ﬁ ;’;%ff‘%ﬁifrﬁmﬁgl rfr”%“i?écﬁ’; ?nut?gﬂ on women's empowerment,” Dr Pratima sald n";{'“ 0’:?{{1 q”ﬁ]'g"‘fﬂq_:}”:;::‘;1;;‘, | RCEC is a joint venture with Kaashyap Radiant Systems, a global | l;;
o 8¢ R €T paper. : - -
women-related projects’ and Tk 4605.20 crore for Armll)\?fiing the national budgets of three fiscal | MVolvedinthe murder. | [T company and an Indo - US joint venture. °
‘men-related projects, said a study report pre- years including the current vear. “we found that In his confessional statement | |
sented at the seminar on “Allocation for Women In  dependence on forelgn aid. high defence costs, | © the CMM, Hitler said four B b : - :
National Budget” budget deficit and Jack of wisdom to involve women people, Including president of the | RCEC ofters hlgh-t‘nd hlgh-ﬂl]llt‘ computer education :
| ber 19 ] Organised by Bangladesh Nari Pragatl Sangha ' in mainstream development current,” are some the | 19¢al apex trade body and his two
B o { | [BNPS). the seminar discussed impact of national  major causes of inadequate allocation for women, | Prothers. and a former Mayor of I
Azan | Jamaat | | budgets on women's development. contribution of  she noted. - | Khulna City Corporation, were = Foreign Faculty |
1 women in government's revenue earning and depri- ye b Sie the conspiratlors and Hinanclers ol " :
Fajr 5-09 5-18 Al N g p In fiscal 1998-99, 28. 94 per cent of the develop- t;w e df ' — :
0 | ol womer i their due shares. - ment budget was allocated fi > el- k- ' — e T .
i:hf 245 e : Dr Pratima Pal Majumder presented the key-note  fare of bolifl men and w:unen.otglp tr lf:'il:{ :}?ﬂﬁ;er.hStﬂ“pi!r Quoting Hillar court sources CORBA Te hm}h'}g}
.-‘ r 3-45 4-00 | | paper on " National Budget and Empowerment of cent was for women and the rest was mainly for Sl COMLEICT AR LG Killing yvas i
{ Maghrib ?.14 5-22 11 Women.” Execulive Director of BNPS Rokeya Kabir See page 11 col | Tk 15 lagt;l. ”f;w}];r“ ll;:c first = Amencan Methodology
Eel 00 | 730 | See page 11 co P B
Source: Islamic Foundation - - j 1 — SUN and MOC curriculum covered
BTTB plans bill collection thru' ATMs o ProperCampus |
By Mustak Hossain 24 hour computer lab and library
Telephone subscribers will soon get rid of the monthly hazard of “Through the ATMs oule . : chills anviime . W »clock evber cafe
$|1rul}21g up to pay telephone bills as the Bangladesh Telegraph and  they mnlkwllh the plﬂélﬂ): Egl!'fi“ ﬂtﬂlll{?'cfgl::ﬁlﬁallllgl:jl.m” i s da G L -
elephone Board (BTTB) plans to Introduce plastic cards for payment Seven private commercial banks -- Natlonal Bank Limited (NBL), RCEC makes it all available and Qﬂﬂ?’dﬂb’t’
th"ﬂum1 automatic teller machines (ATMs). Natlonal Credit and Commerce Bank Limited (NCCBL), Dhaka Bank
"The system. the first of its kind for paying utility bills in the country,  Prime Bank, Credit Agrocole Indosuez, Islami Bank. Arab Bangladesh
would bring comfort to the subscribers,” a highly placed source at the  Bank -- will be primarily networked under the scherrie,
Board told The Dally Star. ‘More banks will join In once the unified ATM network is Intro- SR
Electronic Transactions Network (ETN), an American joint venture  duced.” he said. ; :: : ; ‘
n the country, has submitted a proposal to the BTTB in this regard, he Customers of these banks would also be able to use the ATMs for 24 - ee Corporate Head Office : House # 11, Road # 7 Dhanmondi F/A, Dhaka-1205
sald. hour cash access and deposit operations. @ E DS Tel : 8612542, 8620919, E-mail : eads @ bol-online.com g
|!‘K‘*’131T:J zzﬁfangnwn;mtﬂllmlly :I:!Bi#“ 20 ATM machines at strateglc The network would also help the banks avold expenditure on instal Campus : House # 27, Road # 16A (new) 27 (old), Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1209 £
Z € shopping resa erent Wtﬂﬂf the city. See page 11 col 6 : Matching desice with abely — Mob : 011-868748, E-mail : eadsedu @ bol-online.com a




