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The Kingdom of Bhutan
~ Celebrates 93" National Day

HE 17th of December is of
special  significance  to
every Bhutanese, This was

the day in the year 1907 when
the people of Bhutan elected
Gongsar Ugyven Wangchuck, a
reat and noble statesman, as
their first hereditary Monarch.
By uniting the country and
establishing a central authority.
he brought peace and stability
and laid the foundation for
lasting peace in Bhutan. Since
then, the Kingdom has enjoyed
unprecedented peace, progress
and stability. His Majesty King
Jigme Singve Wangchuck is the

fourth hereditary monarch ol
Bhutan.

Bhutan has always re-
mained an independent and

sovereign nation, never having
been colonized by any loreign
power, This has enabled it to
preserve (s unique Traditions
and cultural heritage. It in-
deed a great tribute to Bhutan's
forefathers who were able to
overcome many external threats
while the rest of the world flell
under colonial rule. In such a
scenario, Bhutan's deliberate
policy of self-imposed isolation
ensured its very survival.

Bhutan embarked on the
path of planned socio-economic
development as late as the early
1960s. This late start had its
advantages and disadvantages
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It found itself in a unique posi-
tion to frame its development
policies based upon the experi-
ences of other countries and to
avoid the pitfalls of the mod-
ernization process by adopting
sound policies. On the other
hand, as a late starter. Bhutan
had to face formidable chal-
lenges mainly in the establish-
ment of education, health,
communications and other in-
frastructural facilities. Fortu-
nately, Bhutan has made com-
mendable progress in its devel-
opment and has accomplished
in a few decades what would
have normally taken over hun-
dreds ol vears.

«The responsibility of running
the country fell upon His Maj-
esty at the voung age ol 16
when his late father King Jigine
Dorji Wangchuck passed away
in 1972. In spite of his tender
age. His Majesty the King
showed remarkable maturity
and leadership and let the na-
tion through a path ol peace
and prosperity

His Majesty the King spent
many vears traveling through-
out the Kingdom and meeting
the Iu*n”h' He l‘mht*(] many
question and encouraged the
people of express their opinions
that he could understand
their aspirations. Based on the
people’'s aspirations. appropn-

S50%

DETAILED MAP OF BHLUTAN

b

State Religion

i,;illLklligi'H

Per capita GDP
Unit ol Currencyv

SEASONS Spring:

Head of State His
Head of the
(zovernment

Parliament
National Sport
National Animal
National Bird
National Flower

o

Bhutan at a Glance

Area 46,500 square kilometers

Position Approximately between 26'45" and
28'10" north latitude and 88 45
and 91°10" east longitude

Population 658.000 (1999 projected figures)

Capital Thimphu

Mahavana Buddhism
Dzongkha.
Nepali and number of dialects.

US S645 (1998 fligures)

Ngultrum (at par with IndianRupee)

English, Sharchop.

March to May

Summer: June to August
Autumn: September to November
Winter:
Majesty
Wangchuck

December to February

King Jigme Singye

HH E Lvonpo Yeshey Zimba. Chair-
man. Council of Ministers

National Assembly (Tshogdu)
Archery

Takin (Budorcas taxicolor)

Raven (Corvus corax)

Blue Poppy (Meconopsis grandis)
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ate policies and plans  were
framed for the country. To be-
gin with., his Majesty |1lilu‘{i
emmphasis on the establishiment
of education, health, environ-
ment, agriculture and
infrastructural facilities. At the
same time he promoted people's
participation through the de-
centralization process. The
needs of the people were incor-
porated into the development
plans based on three lactors,
namely (1) felt needs, (i) avall-
able resources and (i) priority
or cholce, The people were en-
abled to elect their representa-
tives on the Dzongkhag Yargay
I'shogchhungs (District Devel-
opment Committee), and the
Geog Yargay Tshogehhungs
(Block Development Committee)
upon the personal initiative of
His Majesty

Amidst vehement opposition
from the entire membership ol

the National Assemblv in July
1998, His Majesty the King
devolved full executive powers

o an elected Council of Minis-

ter. At the same time, His Maj-
esty ollered 1o mmake himsell
accountable to the Nahonal

Assembly by  giving it the
authority to pass a vote ol no-
confidence it it felt that he had
failed to govern to the satistac-
tion of the [H‘Hllt{' and to serve
the best interests of the coun-
try

ather
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

His Majesty Druk Gyalpo
Jigme Singye Wangchuk

gl—mtan—Bar{gIad&h F riendshi};

LURING his State Visit to
D[}Im'lm in 1984, His Maj-
esty King Jigme Singve

Wangchuck said, "What canwe
a better basis for friendship and
goodwill between the two na-
than their support for
each other in tines ol traumati
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struggle for sell preservation

Bhatan has always attached
special nnportance to its friend-
ship with Bangladesh. Ever
since Bangladesh s emergence
as an independent nation. the
friendship between the 1wo
neighbours has been deepening
steadily based on mutual trust
and respect, goodwill and un-

Bangladesh for higher studies

in the lield of medicine. engi-
necring, architecture and aeri-
cultare. So far. 27 students
have successfully completed

their sindies. At preésent there
are |4  medical students
studving in different Universi-
ties.
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A typical Bhutanese gateway at Phuntsholing.

Dhaka-Paro-Wed
Paro-Dhaka-Sat

National Day

We Operate

Visit (Shutan

please contact:

Our Heartiest Greetings and Warm Felicitations
to our most Brotherly & Friendly
People of Bhutan on their

DRUK AIR Destinations

Dhaka-Bangkok-Sat
Bangkok-Dhaka-Wed
Twice weekly: Paro-Kathmandu-Delhi & Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok

The Land of Thunver Dragon & Paradise of Nature

For more information or Tickets on RIUK AIR or any parts of the world

MAMS TRAVELS & TOURS LIMITED

Agent: DRUK AIR -Royal Bhutan Airlines
Office: 33, Gulshan Avenue, Road-45, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8827969, 8826896, Fax; 8828439
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derstanding bound bv the
common hopes and aspirations
of onr two peoples.

Bhutan was one of the lirst
countrics recognize inde-
pendent Bangladesh in 1971,
Formal diplomatic relanions
between the two countries
established in 1973 and
dent missions set up in 1950 n
each other's capitals. His Maj-
esty paid State Visits to Bang-
lacdlesh in 1973 and 1984. Iie
also visited Dhaka during the
lirst SAARC Summit in 1985
and the Seventh SAARC Sum-

it i 19 _
A munber of visits were also

made to Bhutan from Bangla-
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resi-

desl. President Mohanunedllah
of Bangladesh attended the
Coronation of His Majesty the
King in 1974, In 1986. Presi-
dent Hussain Mohammed Er-
shad wvisited Bhutan. Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
visited Bhutan in 1994 in her

capacity as the Chairperson of

SAART
Cooperation between Bang-

ladesh and Bhuatan has been
increasing  steadily the
vears with a good number of
Bangladeshi vationals visiting
Bhutan for business and tour-

OvVer

isin purposes. This vear a 48-
member delegation from the
Federation of the Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) led by (ts
President visited Bhutan in a
bid to further improve trade
relations between  the two

countries. A group of eminent
journalists also visited Bhutan
this vear during the period
wher Thatan's  Naotonal — As-

stanblIv was 111 Sessiotl,

e 1 1 L 19%0)., Bhutan  has

i been  sending  students  to

Toclay is the day of greal
significance Jor all Bhulanese.
The Kingdom o] Bhutan cele-
brates Its 93 National Day
throughout its land with befitting
programmes. His Majesty the
King along with the members of
the Royal Family makes it a
point to celebrate each year with
the citizens in Jar-[lung places.
This year His Majesty Is cele-
brating the National Day with
the people of Trashigang. 1which
Is located in the far east of the
Kingdom. On this very happy
and auspicious occasion. It qlhres
me a greal pleasure to greel the
warm and hospilable people of
Bangladesh. It is also my pleas-
ant duty to convey to the Goo-
ernment of the People’s Republic
o/ Bangladesh and the [riendly
people of ~“Sonar Bangla™ the
warm qreeting and qgood wishes
of the Royal Government and the
people of Bhutan.,

It Is Indeed a matler of qgreat
pride that the celebration Oof our
National Day invariably coin-
cicles with the holy menth of
Ramacian. when every citizen of
this  beaunnfie! host  countryy,
Bangladesh is engaqged in noble
religions practices. This month
ofJers us a wonderful opport-
iy to purify our body, speech

and mind. This is a month of

caring and sharing with the
deprivec lot. our [fellon' human
beings who may nol be as
privileged as those of us. On this
holy occaslon, | on behall of the
Royal Government and the peo-
ple of Bhutan and on my own
behalf express our solldarity
with the Government and people
of Bangladesh and convey our
armest greelings.

On this very happy occasion,

I would like to share with you a
phrase  “GROSS  NATIONAL
HAPPINESS™ coined by His Maj-
esty in King. We have come (o
believe that “Gross Nalional
Product™ cannot sustain If it is
nol based on “Gross Nalional
Happiness®™. Today, Bhutan's
cdevelopment policies are based
o1l this noble phtlosophy.

What do we human beings
seck most in life? Knowingly or
unknowingly we all seek “Hap-
piness”™. Where do we fined hap-
piness’ Do we find it in the ma-
terial aecll-being? Hou do we
ook Jor happiness? Happiness
Is very much within us, but it
remains ever elusive because
we look for it in wrong places.
We are fortunate to be born as
human beings. We are even
more fortunate to be born with
all Junctioning faculties. Let us
not waste them through wrong
use. For lay people like us, il is

December 18, 2000

MESSAGE

my conviction that we can
acthieve  lasting  happiness
through working for other peo-
ple's happiness.

Mayy Bhutan-Bangladesh
[riendship grow from strength (o
sirength. May our (wo peoples

foin hands with peoples of the

rest of our region and use their
collective  wisdom  lowards
achleving peace and harmony in
South Asia and beyond. Tashi
Delek.
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Lhatu Wangchuk
Ambassador of Bhutan to

Bangladesh

———

HE Agrecinent on  Eco-
nomiic and Technical Co-
operation was signed in

1984 under which the two
countries agreed to promote a
programme of development
cooperation consisting of ex-
change of expert missions for
cooperation projects and pro-
vide training facilities in insti-
rutions.

The Air Service Agreement
between the two countries was
signed in 1986. Druk Air (Royal
Bhutan Airlines) held its first
inangural flight . to | Dhaka on
30th October 1986 and sched-
wled flights commenced a week
later. Though air services to
Dhaka are not commercially
viable, regular flights are being
maintained as a gesture of po-
litical goodwill.

The trade Agreement was
signed in 1980 wherein the two
countries agreed to take all
necessarv mneasures to promote
bilateral trade. The trade
agreenient also made provisions
for according to each other the
Most favoured Nation (MFN)
treatinent in respect of customs

formalities, duties and other
taxes levied on exports and
imports of goods. Pursuant to

the signing of the trade agree-
ment on December 27. 1983.
Bhutan and India signed a
trade agreement to [acilitate
Bhutan's trade with other
countries. On the same day.
Bangladesh and India signed a
memorandumn of understanding
to facilitate movement of goods
between Bhutan and Bangla-
desh. This arrangement was
vital as Bhutan and Bangladesh
do not have common borders.
The Protocol to the Trade
Apgreement was signed on Sth

thhe Protocol to the Trade
I Agreement was a milestone in

Economic

Febrmary 1984, The signing of

and Trade Relations

Bhuatan-Bangladesh bilateral
relations although actual trade
between the two countries did
not  materialize  immediately
mainly due to the non-viability
ol trade routes. The 1987 trade
talks witnessed the inclusion of
a new transit route for Bhutan-

Bangladesh trade through
Changrabandh (In-
dia)/Burimari (Bangladesh).
Trade between Bhutan and
[3angladesh commenced in
1988.

Bhutan's exports to Ban%]a—
desh consist mainly of apples,
oranges. processed fruits. jains.
juices. pickles. minerals (lime-
stone., coal. dolomite. etc),
stones and boulders. Major
unports from Bangladesh con-
sist of readvimade pgarnmnents,
jute carpets, pharmaceutical
products, ceramic and mela-
mine products, auto spares and
other manufactured goods.

Conscious of the fact that
the trade balance is skewed in
favour of Bhutan. Bhutan has
faken many steps 1o increase
iimports trom Bangladesh.
Eleven Import Compainies were
established in Bhutan with the
specific mandate to import ex-
clusively from Bangladesh. Sev-
eral trade fairs have been held
in Bhutan solely to promote
Bangladeshi products. Many
trade delegations from Bhutan
visited Bangladesh to identify
products that have a potential
market in Bhutan. As a result.
the number of Bhutanese busi-
nessmen and traders comlng to
Bangladesh has increased dra-
matically over the past several
vears.

Admittedly. one of the rea-
sons for the trade gap is due to
Bhiatan's small population and
market. Therefore, Bangladeshi
exporters and manufacturers

have not been very interested in
making serious and consistent
eflorts to promote their goods in
Bhutan. What Bangladesh
must recognize is that Bhutan”
market is growing rapidly as
the purchasing power of the
Bhutanese increases at a phe-
nomenal rate. The per-capita
income of the Bhutanese people
IS expected to rise dramatically
within the next few vears. This
expectation is fueled by 1he
country’s sound economic poli-
cies and investment in large
eco-friendly projects such as
Invdroelectric power projects.

Bhutan continues to granl
duty free access to all products
originating from Bangladesh in
efforts to increase imports from
Bangladesh. Bhutan-
Bangladesh relations were fur-
ther consolidated when Bhu-
tan's Foreign Minister, He
Lyonpo Jigmi Y. Thinley paid a
goodwill visit to Bangladesh
earlv this vear at the invitation
of the Foreign Minister of
Bangladesh. HE Mr Abdus
Samad Azad. During the official
talks. Lyonpo Jigme Thinley
said that there was a tremen-
dous amount of goodwill be-
tweelnl the peoples of Bhutan
and Bangladesh. He added that
goodwill alone would not be
able 1o sustain relations if it is
not  translated into tangible
conperanon.

This was followed by the
visit of Bhutan's Foreign Sec-
retary. Dasho Ugyen Tshering.
who led an official Trade Dele-
gaton to Dhaka Bangladesh
[rom 29 August to | September
2000. During the official trade
talks held on 30 August 2000,
the two sides agreed to renew
the Trade and Transit Agree-
ment for a further period of
three vears
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Warmest Felicitations on the occasion of the

.



