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New army chief to
. take over Dec 23

~ By Special Correspondent

§ Major General Harun-ar-
§ Rashid, Bir Pratik, reds, psc, Is
| to be appointed Chiel of
§ Army Stafl. it s rellably learnt.

| The Defence Ministry is likely
;r to make an announcement in.
{4 this regard shortly, sources
concerned said yesterday.
He will succeed Lt Gen
| Mustafizur Rahman, Bir
' Bikram, whose lenure expires

L e

{ on December 23.

] The ‘handover and takeover’
| will take place on December 23.

1  Gen Rahman was called back

' from LPR. appointed Chief of
National Security Intelligence
‘(NSI]andthcnPSOinmeArmv
% He was later appointed Chief of
. ,ﬁnny Staff on a three-year
{ contract. :

Prime Minister Shelkh

Ma) Gen Harun-ar-Rashid

both Mustafizur
See page 11 col 6

Hasina called
Rahman

Coalition unlikely, says PM

AL to launch polls
campaign in Mar

the next government inducting other parties to
continue her policy of consensus government and
ensure peace and economic development.

However, Hasina would not say speclfically when
the next polls would be held. "It Is now a matter of
months and days,"” she sald, adding smilingly: May
or June each year may nol be lucky month for her as
per zodiac signs as happened in the last elections.

The prime minister sald credibility and accept-
ability of Awami League increased among the people
after her four and a hall years of rule. Also, anti-
Awami League campaign hy her opponents proved
false, she told the newsmen.

"Whatever hesitation might have been there
among the people were removed after the 1996

See page 11 col 2
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Prime Minister Sheilkh Hasina yesterday dis-
closed that she would launch her formal election
campaign after performing Hajj in March, exuding
the conlidence that she would [orm the next govern-
ment with people's mandate, reports UNB.

“Inshallah, 1 will start my electioneering alter
performing the holy Hajj." she said at a press briefl-
ing with the members of Overseas Correspondents
Association of Bangladesh (OCAB) at Sheraton
Hotel.

Hasina, who appeared confident In her asser-
tions, said the next election would be free and fair
and "“Inshallah, we would be able to form the next
government.” -

In reply to a question, the prime minister said
even if her party secured nmmrm she would form
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Bangabandhu Murder Case

k| State attorneys seek
copies of verdict

.' By Special Correspondent

1998 for
Bangabandhu Sheikh

court on November 8
killing

State attorneys have applied
for certified coples of the High

Court's judgement in the Mujibur Rahman and his family

Bangabandhu murder case. members at his residence on
Court sources sald Depuly August 15, 1975.

Attorney General Shamsuddin As the HC gave a split verdict.

Choudhury Manik vyesterday
filed a petition for ce rtified copies
of the split judgement given on
Thursday.

Senfor judge of the Death

the matter would be relerred to
the Chief Justice who would
constitute another Bench. The
new Bench would hear the death

. : : eference of the [ive acquitted by
Reference Bench of the HC Jus reference of the five acquitted by

- - one judge.
tice Ruhul Amin confirmed the D—Lr{_.]‘;w AL AT PR DA
death sentence of 10 of the 15 ¢ °yS !

accusedand acquitted five. would be no further proceedings
The other judge of the Bench, Concerning the 10 others llllllht*
Justice Khairul Huq, upheld the Dew Bench completes its hearing.
dealh sentence ol all the 15, But sources close to the state
Both the judges gave only the attorneys said that only the mat-
order Lu'rrticin ol ll]t_‘_l'ud'.iﬂn:-*int on ler relating to the [ive would be
Thursday. taken up by the new Bench. This
The 15 former army men were.  would not allect further proceed-
sentenced to death hj.' a trial Ingsregarding the others.
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President Shahabuddin Ahmed and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina paying homage to martyrs of the

Liberation War by placing wreaths at the National Memorial at Savar on Victory Day.

--Star photo

Commentary

An appeal to the Head o_f
the Government

By Mahfuz Anam

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, you are going to
address a public meeting foday at Paltan Maidan
This meeting was scheduled afier the verdict of the
High Court upheld death sentence for 10 of the
original convicts and for [ht rest {ive, it was split
verdict. While opening the Awami Leagu
you expressed two sentime nh On the one lmnd vou
considered the judgement to be
law and justice and on the other hand vou said '[]'H
verdict did not fulfill the aspiration of the people.
understand the reason lor such opposite sentiments
on the verdict. Through this plece | am appea
you nol to attack the judiciary. You are our Prime
Minister and as such you have to uphold the dignity
of all the organs of the State,
judician

There is no doubt that this m

web sile
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AL rally at
Paltan today

i By Staff Correspondent

Ruling Awami League will hold
arally at Paltan Maidan in the city
at 2 pm today demanding early
execution of death sentences of

self-confessed Kkillers ol
Sheilkh Mujibur

Rahman.
Prime Minister and AL Presi-
dent Sheikh Hasina will preside

See page 11 col 1
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In Quest for

Ultimate Weapon
Column: Perspectives
By Brig (Rtd) M
Abdul Hafiz
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to annoyance, Stinging you to

insect spray did its work in one short

a pgreat victory for

ling Lo

11al ol the

dous psvchological and emotional strain for you. It
will be a great exaggeration on my part to say that |
fully leel what vou are feeling. The fact of you losing
vour father, mother, two adult brothers along with
Ltheir wives 15!1{1 one brother, and so
other near and dear ones in one brutal, ruthless,
diabolical, evil and conspiratorial act ol murder can
be felt only by vou and your sister, Rehana. Your
relatives and those who have suffered similar tor
ment, or something close, can perh:
pPOruon ol your pain.

However as a complete outsider | share the cru-
elty and injustice that was done to the man (and to
his family) who lead us to our freedom and as such
share somewhalt Lhe pain that You must suffer. Asa
voungster Lsaw Bancabandhu sy mvistber. As a
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REST IN PEACE

Here lies the black, thin, long-legged
creature that had a brief career
buzzing around you. Distracting you

exasperation. But soon peace and
quiet returned as the most effective
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