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UEFA’s no to
'Atlantic League'

LAUSANNE. Switzerlaned,
Dec 1H: European  lootball's
governing body ULFA has de-
cided to begin work iimmediately
on refonning the format ol the
Champions  League and the
LEFA Cup. officials said Friday.
reports AFP

However, UEFA'S executive
committee meeting in Lausanne
rejected proposals from a group
of hig clubs trom smaller na-
tions lor a so-called Atlantic
Leagne.

1he work to reduce the size
ol the  Champions  Leaguc.
wlhich UEFA acceprs mcludes
too many matches i its current
tormalt, shonld be flinished hy
the end or 2001, UEFA said

The new lorm ol the compe-
tittons will not begin until July
2003

"The Champions League in
its current format has reachedd
the end of its life.” said UEFA's

general secretary Gerhard
Aigner.

“We must lind a new formula
in which there will be fewer
matches.”

Aigner said UEFA had re-

1t‘(‘lt‘l‘.|‘ the Atlantic League pro-
posal because toothall fans m
the six countries would never
accept the major disruption to

their domestic  leagunes  that

such a league could cause
Clubs from Belgium, Den-

mark. Scotland. the Nether-

lands. Portugal and Sweden put
forward the proposal because
they fear that the power of the
Champions League. the compe-
tition which brings togethel
Europe’'s biggest clubs. could
lead to a worsening of the stan-
dard in their domesnc competi-

[ons

"The oflicials from these
clubs have nothing agains!
UEFA. but thevy wanted more

receipts and a more attractive
competition.” Aigner said

"But they have forgotten an
essential point. that the sole
imdge of football is the sup
porter. How are the supporters
going to react il we take awi
the tradition of derbies?”

LUUEFA has invited the clubs
to put forward new proposals 1o
tiry to reduce the problems ol
leagues who are suflering [i-
nancially compared 1o Europe’s

leading leagues e ltalv., Ger-
A Spain. England and
Franc

West Ham fail
in Keane bid

LONDON. Dec 15: English
Premiership club West Ham on
Friday failed in a 10 million
pound (14 million dollar) bid to
Sign striker Robbie Keane from
Inter Milan. reports AFP

Hammers boss Harrv Red-
knapp has monev buring a
hole in his pocket following the
I8 million pound (25 million
dollar) sale of Rio Ferdinand o
Leeds

‘We went over to Nalv and
had a meet with the peoapls
from Milan and made an offer
10 million pounds but w;
couldn’t quite agree terimns wiil)

them.” said Redknapp

It wasn't far awav | don't
think. but I don't know if tliey
really wantt 1o sell the boyv any-

—

: .
ROBBIE KEANE
way 1o be fair
"And I don't know f the hov

wanis 1o leave - | think he
probably wants to stay there

Redknapp told the oflicial
West Ham website "We el
with the }w-nplf' from Milan and
I'd have loved to have bought
him: he is a fantastic plave;

"We'd still like to do some-
thing if ever the chance came
but if it will I don't know

"He would fit in anvwhere.
he would have been a great
player for us. He is quality and
von want quality plavers.

"He is top class, a fantastie
talent and he has only just
turned 20 vears of age

"But at the end of the dav it
1S what the boy wants to do and
I think there are other
clubs in for him in England
Bur | dan’t ke i hie wannt
leaan e Tl

Venables wants
Anderton

LONDON,

lols o

Dec 15; Middles-
brough coach Terrv Venables
ninted Fridav Lhie conld enteg
the race for England midfielcder
Darren Anderton's signatnare il
he becomes available on a free
transler. reports AFP

The 28-year-old. who is cur-
rently enjoving a relatively in-
jurv-tree spell at Tottenham. is
out of contract at the end of the
season and will be able to start
iil]kﬂlg O prospective emplovers
in the New Year

And  while Venables, who
has worked with Anderton at
both Sprs and during his tin
as England boss, has e e
Mo as vet [or a plaver he o
gards  highly, he admits (e
could well be interested s |y
attempis,  along  with  hrvan
Robson. to resurrect Middles-
brough's fortunes.

., .

| Serie A preview

. ———— Tl T R e, SRR T AT e e Mt

MILAN. Dec 15:
Lazio host Olym-
pic  Stadinm  co-

enants AS Roma
on Sunday night
i1 a Roman derby
that for once has
tr more than mere city pride
riching on {t, reports AFP.

Fhe match between the eter-
nal footballing rivals of the
Eternal City is always a pas-
stonate affair but this year it
also marks the contest between
the reigning Italian champions
and the current leaders of the
Serie A table.

The significance of the clash
cann be gauged by a quick
glance at the playvers on show -

HERNAN CRESPO

but a quick look at the VIP sec-
tion of the main stand will also
confirm just how big the appeal
of this encounter is

Roma's Gabriel Batistuta
and Francesco Totti will do bat-
s withh  Lazio's Alessandro
Nesta and Herman Crespo on
the field while in the stands it is
the likes of Hollywood stars
Cauneron Diaz. Leonardo Di
Caprio and Daniel Day-Lewis
who will be ensuring the pho-
tographers will have their work

cut oul even when the action
stibsides on the lield.
Football in [Italy has long

had a northern bias with Tarin

cnts  Joventns and  Milan
clubis AC and Ihater traditionally
the domunant lorces in the do-
mestuc ganie

But with Lazio last season
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Rome takes centre-stage

winning their first title for 26
yvears and AS Roma soaring to a
six-point lead and threatening
to win thelr tirst Scudetto in 18
vears this term it is clear that
all Tootballing roads in Italy are
currently leading to Rome.

Roma have been 100 percent
at the Olympic Stadiaom  with
thelr only  sethacks i 10
matches a defeat at the San
Siro against Inter Milan and a
draw at Perugia but this time
they will he occupying the away
dressing room as Lazio are
technically the home side.

The hosts, also struggling in
the Champions League this
term. are so far failing to mount
a successiul delence of their
title this term,

Their midweek elimination in
the Itallan Cup at the hands of
Udinese has only [uelled the
sense of unease at the club
since their Swedish coach Sven
Goran Eriksson announced he
would leave to become England
coach in the summer,

Lazio president Sergio Crag-
notti. a tomato saunce baron,
upped the ante by saving: "We
muast win this match at all
cosls, We need a win to recover
our confidence. It Is a critical
moment for us we can not allow
a tarther failure.”

Some papers  are already
saving  that defeat by Roma
would precipitate  Erihsson's

departure but the Sandinavian
has been boosted by the news
that Portuguese defender
Fernando Couto is available
after his three-match suspen-
sion was reduced to two pames
on appeal

Victory for Lazio could give
the lil“t'l](“lll_": champions the
kickstart their season needs
and would also be the lirst real
waritiing shot for Roma who also
have a very tough [fixture
against Juventus next week

The Turin side have a rela-
tively easy trip to Lecce and
victory in that game would
mean they would go level on
points with Roma should they
win at the Olympie Stadium
against Fabio Capello's side on
December 23

Juve have the added ad-
vantage of being eliminated
from the Champions League.

lhat could prove a blessing in
disguise as theyv focus all their
eflorts on the domestic prize
Level with Juventus in seq

ond are Atalanta and the Ber-
gamo side make the trip to Bo-
logna on Sunday alfternoon. The
hosts are still without injured

.. - . !
a*F
G

striker  Gluseppe  Signorl  but
Cameroonian Pierre Wome s it
o return tor the first time in a
montl,

Inter Milan will be aware
that only victory will do at home
to Brescia given their 2-0 defeat
at Florentina last weekend.

With the imminent opening
of the Christimas transfer mur-
ket 1t Is now apparent that
coach Marco Tardelll will have
to wheel and deal if he Is to
(urn arguably the biggest un-
derachievers in the division o
a lorce to be reckoned with in
the new era.

Tardelli has already  con-
ceded defeat in the title race
and before Thursday night's

BATINTUTA
ltalian Cup match with Parma
the coach and his charges were
stoned as they approached the
San Siro in the team bus,

While Inter are still mired in

GABRIE]

mediocrity their San Siro co-
tenants AC Milan are beginning
to put a fine run together and
thev will hope to keep in the
same winning vein when they
visil Verona.

Parma host Vicenza
seeing thelr fine recent run
halted by Juventus last week
while Udinese and Fiorentina
clash in another appetising
clash

The two matches on Satur-
dayv are relatively low Key allairs
with Napoli hoping to increase
Reggina's woes at the San Paolo

alter

Stadinum while Bari make the
trip to Perugia.
FIXTURES (14:00 GMT

unless stated):

Saturday: Napoli v Reggina.
Perugia v Bari (19:30)

Sunday: Bologna v Atalanta,
Inter Milan v Brescia, Lecce
Juventus. Parma v Vicenza,
Udinese v Fiorentina, Verona v
AC Milan. Lazio v AS Roma
(19:30)

Spoi't
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VADRID., Dec 15
- I 1]- '_H.'Hillrf le-
= |31l lu'tpltl;' thve
.. C hampilons
[ Leapgue iy oat

thie tap ol this

season' s shopping list. will look
1o shirmg ol the minor embar-
rassment of a midweek Cuap

loss  at Thard Division Toledo
when they face Espanvol on
Saturdayv. reports AFP

'he reigning Euvropean

champions are currently third

i the table, two points adrift of
joint leaders Valencia and De-
portivo La Coruna but the
league form of the ‘'meringues

hhas lelt something to be desired

witly three defeats suffered in
|4 outings
\..flr':nli |t|--.! lltl*ll.lhh'

Malaga on Sunday. meaning
Real could at least spend 24
hours at the top

KRoeal
thie ¢ Lnp

would like to write off
asco as just a small
title gone begging as they target
greater things - bt Portuguese
midfielder Luis Figo admitted
thial shhame because it's
another possible title gone beg-

ging

l' b 1

Keeper Iker Casillas. who
missed the Cup loss. voiced
simitlar sentiments

We just have to put it be-

Primera Liga preview

Real need to be

hind s and lonok (o our next
malch.” said the teenage star,
who denied he was a transler

tareet lor Barcelona and said he
'li'l]'l !l" }1,]'1']':"',. 1)
lor the rest ol hus carved

Slav <l

LUIS FIGO

Howiever ontsidde the

¢ lnb cdhid not mmee thenr worels,
Former striker and local folk
hero Emilio “the valture” Butra-
gueno called the Toledo result
v tragedy for evervone” and
suggested some of the plavers

those

clid not have the heart lor ron
tine ontings
But life goes on,” he added

Serious

vith a shrug. "Thevll just have
to winl their next matches

L Indoubtedly, Real will se-
cretly bhe gratelal they are nnd
plaving big nvals Barceloma s
they prepare to eet the €l
lan capital’'s other’ tean

Barca themselves head Log
Macirid - but only as lar as the
suburbs as they play nodest

Ravo Vallecano
KRavo have performed ira-
cles on a shoestring budget

conipared to their glitzy neigh-
and are fourth in the
lable. ahead of Barca on poal
diflerence. They also have the
Prinera Liga's most potent at-
tack with 30 gﬂlﬂk to date

bonrs

Deportivo La Coruna,
meanwlhile, are 1 action Satur-
dav at Alaves, who sit in a re-
spectable seventh spot at pres-
I,

FIXTURES

Saturday: [tavo Vallecano v

Barceloia. Keal Sociedadd \il-
LP!*',]1 Il.,f',li '1-1:__’"--’.*1 ] *.l“h
Palmas. Espanvol v Real Ma-
cdrnd Alaves D*‘l"‘lil'ﬂ' La

Corina
Sunday: Valladolid v Athletic

Bilbao, Oviedo v Racing San-
tander, Celta Vigo v Real Mal-
lorca, Osasuna v Numancia

\"alencia v Malaga

BERLIN. Dec 15:
Schalke 04 are
top of the German
leapue at
haltway
the season for the
1971

nrst tnne since

month winter break,
AFP
This weekend's lixtures

A break until January 26

Immost

surprised
ra
rr'Hl}f'{'I;llllt'

occupying a

first season after promotion

ol the Rhine

Schalke, not one of

industrial Rahr area. are

Kusen,

Stuttgart,
However,

Andreas Moller

strain and is set 1o play.
Belglan striker

velerall

the
Stage 11
and will
woaril 1o stay there over the one-\

re| ris

dre

the last before the league takes

Schalke, who went first with
a 2-0 win at lowly Unterhaching
on Tuesday. must first travel on
Saturday to Cologne, who have
observers by
5eV-
enth place in the table in their

Cologne have lost only one
match this season at the Mung-
crsdorfer Stadion on the banks

Cicer -
many's glamour clubs but with
a solid base of support in the
jusi
two points clear of Bayer Lever-

Schalke face lu-lilg without
Danish striker Ebbe Sand, who
injured a shin last week against

midhelder
Is over a bhack

Lmile
Mpenza may also return after

Bundesliga preview

Schalke hopes to

srveral weeks out with o calf
problem
Berti Vogts' team 1take on

Wollsburg away ad will wanl
to take full points alter slipping
up 3-2 at lowly Bochwn on
Wednesday.

Bayern Munich go into
Christmas beginning to fire on
all evlinders after a stuttering
start to the vear but have a
tough tie against Hertha Berlin.

leader of the championship
carlier this month
Goals from Brazilian Gio

vane Elber have dragged Bavern
back Into contention and left
them comfortable In the Cham-
plons League,

Bavern will be without Ger-

1nan international carsten
Jancker and French interna-
tionals Bixente Lizaraza and

Willie Sagnol

Their absence attests to the
gruelling demands ol  conti
nental and  domestie  Jootball
and Bavern's peneral nunager

New Zealand
pull out

WELLINGTON, Dec 15;
Zealiind Friday formallvy with-
trew trom the Millenmnfun Su-
per Soccer Cup tournament in
India in January, New Zealand
soccer (NZS) said in a state-
ment, reports AFp,

New

tay atop

Ul Hoeness is looking lor rein-
forcements to add to the squad
- and some ol the eunrrent rosten
could be released

"We must have three or tour

new people,” he told Kicker
magazine this week,
Pablo Thiam from Stuttgart

will be joining. and others will
follow, including Czech star
Tomas Rosicky. who is on his
way from Sparta Prague for an

estimated 20 Million  miarks
(some 8.5 million dollars)
Borussia Dortmand. tourth

and level on points with Bayvern
Munich., must travel o 12th-
placed Hansa Rostock.

Bochum, boosted by their
surprise  win  against  Lever-
kusen, take on sixth-placed
Kaiserslautern on Saturday.

Kaiserslautern have a trip to
Slavia Prague in the UEFA Cup
(o look forward (o, with the lirst
leg on February 15

FIXTURES

Friday (1915 GMT): Unter-
haching v Eintracht Frankflurt

Saturday (1430 GMT): Ho.
cham v Kalserslautern, VIL
Wollsburg v Baver Leverkusen,
Stuttgart v Frelburg, Cologne v
Schalke 04, Hansa Rostock v
Borussia Dortmund. 1860 M-
nich v 5V Hamburg (1430
GMT)

Sunday (1630 GMT): Iertha
Berlin v Bayern Muniely, Ener-
giv Cottbus v Werder Bremen
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Fans attack |~ Premiership preview

Inter bus

MILAN, Italy, Deec 15: A
Molotov  cocktail was hurled
Thursday evening at the tean
coach earrving the Inter Milan
side to the second lc_}g of their
Italtan Cup quarter-final with
Parma at the San Siro, the club
revealed on its website, reports
AFP.

The Inter team. who lost the

first leg 6-<1 to Parma, were
subjected to the incident as the
coach  entered  the subway

lcading (0 the dressing  room
P00, .

A fire was quickly extin-
guished by police and the play.
crs and coach Marco Tardelli
were unscathed and security
staff chased the culprit, be-
lieved to be an Inter fan.

Inter, who have twice broken
the world record transfer fee in
the last three years when sign-
ing Brazilian Ronaldo and Ital-
lan Christian Vieri, have been
long considered the biggest
underachievers in Hallan foot-
ball and it is not the first time
lans have vented their anger
although an attack on the team
coach is thought to be unprece-
dented.

Players often have (o be
evacuated from the ground vin
a side entrance while Ronaldo's
¢ar was stoned in a previous
incident,

Only 1,000 spectators were
present at the San Siro for the
Kick-ofl.

NFA overrule
Bonfrere,
drops Kanu

LAGOS. Dec 15: Nwankwo
Kaoin of  English  Premiership
side Arsenal was Friday
dropped  from  the  Nigerian
squad 1o play  Zambia next

maonth as the Nigerian Foothall
LssOCilion overruled e
counbrv's Duteh coach Jo Hon-

irere, reports AFDP

NEA oflicials announced o
new  revised  squad  markedis
diflerean from oue annowie
last week by Bonfrere, savinge

they had tromned his originagl
overscas-based play-

list of 24

NWANKWO KANLU

bhecaus:s e assne |
extremse

ers to |1
Liord
problens

| lowever,

Has
NFA

ANV reasons for Kanu's
sion from the Nations
quahtfier due here January 1.3

Kanu's inclusion

sinice the striker refused

preferring to play lor his club

Top sports officials including
demanded
that Kanu be dropped from the
team by the coach as punish-
play in

the sports minister

ment  lor
Svielney
Hondrere has msisted in in-

lerviews in recent weeks that

refusing to

the lormer Alrican Footballer of
the
country s campaign tor both the

the Year is important in

World Cup and Nations Cup.
He also blamed Kanu's Eng-

lish club for

the Olyvmpics

Ronaldo making
good pgress S

MILAN. Ded | 5
strilker Ronaldo s
well i Paris altes
C apbreton clinde i south
France where he has  been
treated lor six weecks on las
long-termy knee injury, the web-

WwWesd

site ol his talian club  Inter
Milan reported Thursday. re-
ports AFp

The Jorward arvived in the

French capital o Wednesday

night  accompauned by hiter
chaby doctor Franco Commbi and
physiotherapist Nilton Petron

And he anderwent a magnet
FeESONance scAar nd lllf‘ l]t"‘- |.llll‘~
Clinie

“The resnlt of the sean I1s
very  good:  the knee is  re-
sponding just as we expected.”
said Combi

(O Fridav the Brazilian will
attened  the  Pitie  Salpetricye
Hospital, where he underwen
an operation on April 13, He
will iindergo a hother scan and
iake his monthily visit 1o Doc-

u tor Gerard Saillant

financi al

spokesinan
\ustin Mgbolu refused to give
exelu-

Cup

i the na-
tional team set-up by Bonfrere
has been a subject ol debate
E’I.]}-
peals to play for Nigeria at the
Svdney Olympics in September.

putung pressure
oun the player to stay awav from

Brazilian
progressing
leaving the

LONDON. Dec 15:
Leaders Man-
chester Linited
face bitter rivals
Liverpool at Old
Trafford on Siy-

dayv hoping 1o extend their six-

wint lead at the top of the
‘remiership. reports AFP,

The  relgning champlons
have 40 points after 17

matches, six more than second-
!I_laced Arsenal who travel (o

ottenham on Monday for the

north London derby

Liverpool will certainly haye

to fight for a share of the points
as 1o team have won a league

game at Old Trafford for over
lwo

have

vears and only Chelsea
managed to win a point

SIR ALEX FERGUSON

there this season

Gerard Houllier's men have
picked up jast five points on
their travels froimn a possible 24
so the odds heavily favour
United.

United coach Sir Alex
Ferguson has insisted Norwe-
ian striker Ole  Gunnar
»olksjaer is not for sale ahead
of Sunday's crunch clash.

The United boss still consid-
ers Solksjaer as a major part of
his line-up, even though the
lorward has made just six Pre-
miership starts this season.
Solskjaer. who scored in the
3-3 draw against Charlton lasi
Saturday. will spearhicad
United's attack alongside Teddy

Can Liverpool break the pattern?

sheringham at the weekend in
the absence of the injured Andy
Cole and the suspended Dwight
Yorke,

"Ole has been unlucky 1ot 1o

play more this season but hLe
PORMe s
this squadk” Fergnson okl The

Vers valttabile paart of
ST DEWSEper.
n fact, 1t does not matter {o

me which two of the four sirik-

crs | play They all produce.

‘It s a grear position to be in

48 o manager 1o be able 1o call

on the likes of Ole. He is a great
Hnishey

I had anticipated giving him
a lot more foothall this season
but the success of Teddy Sher-
ingham has made it diffiealt

Ol also suffered an ankle
ey when I was going 1o plav
Inm last month. But e has s
chance now and 1 think he'll do
well over the next tew weeks

Liverpool. who booked their
place {n the last four of the
League Cuap on Wednesday by
beating First Diviston leaders
Fulhaon 3-0, trail the title hold-
crs by 13 points, bat Czech
middhielder \'Lnliunr Sudeer be-
lleves  the ersevsiders  have
nothung to featr

We go there full of confi-
dence and | see no reason why
we cant get a good resalt,” he
sifel

1 will be a hard game for
s, but ot will be for them (oo,

Arsenal closed the gap at the
top of the table (o six points last
weekend after United dropypedd
points m a 3.3 thriller at
Charlton  while the Gunners
hammered Newcastle 3-0  ai
Hhighbury.

But it 1s unlikely Arsene
Wenger's side will have such an
casy ride against their nortl
London neighbours who have
A1 upressive record on home
soil.

Spurs have won seven andd
draown one of their eigln league
games at White Hart Lane while

Arsenal have won {ust  mwice
Away  from  Highbury in  the
Premiershup

Tottenham's Genman mid-

ielder Steffen Freund is relish-
ing the task ahead. particularh
the challenge of stopping Arse-
nals Freneh international Par-
rich. Vicara pulling the strings i
e held

| always

look forward 1o
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plaving apgalnst Arsenal.” saud
Freonnd Tt
This s a wonderful game for

cveny plaver because (U is one of

the biggest derbies in the workg

and 1 am very proud 1o he ay

e puch I
I remember last season how
the crowd got behind the weany

I diddn’t plav in the home

feeling. 3

but it was a wonderful
ust to be there
M1 plav  agamst Patrick

Vieira - 1 et Bim in a resta.
rat two weeks ago - it will be 4

very umportant  clash g the
iiddle of the park
Middlesbrongh  coach Terry

Vienables will be lookimg ta end
Coruie o pine defegls i 10
league ovings at o o Logls

e

VLADIMIR SMICER
tloners Chelsea at the Riverside
Stachium

Fhe ftormer England boss.
who was brought in to assist
manager Brvan Robson conld
not have picked a better team
for his home debut - Chelsea
are one of only two teams in the
Premiership who have failed 1o
win awav from home

FIXTURES (kick-off
I1500GMT unless stated):

Saturday;: awinag - Vil e
Manclyv sier € i ierhy v o
entryv. Everton v West Ham,
Ipswich v Soutlhaanpron. Leeds
v Sunderland. Leicester g
Charlion,  Middlesbrough v
Chelsea. Newcastle v Bradford

Sunday: Manchester Utd ¢
Liverpoal (1200GMT)

Monday: Tottenham v Arse-
nal (2000GMT)

French First Division preview

PARIS., Dec 15:
Sedan "have g
chance to grab
I'n]f Spot this Sat-
urday AN the
vastern French

side count on

home _
iy basciment bovs Btraa‘hmlrg

acdvantage against visit-

while Jleague leaders Bordeaux
have it all to do as they visit the
loathall hothed of Lens. reports
1 ol

[he top of the French league
s proving impossible to predict

A the moment and Bordeaux
sittine one point ahead of clos-
est nvals Sedan. could find

themselves once more plaving
Calohup

Sodlan have
thetr avour. The
AS ey are
known., have a
with only midhelder
Verschuere evoking cause
Concen

Perhaps  more  pertinently
Strasbourg's influential Paragn-
vuan international goalkeeper

fwo {actors in
"Wild Boars’
allectionate
llv-fr squadd,
Martthnen
for

training on Wednesday with a
knee inmury. and is unlikely to
leature.  handing the Sedan
strike torce of Pins N'Diefi and
Cedric Mionnet a slightly less
formidable targét in  replace-
ment Christophe Eggimann

Bordeaux., meanwhile.  will
not go down without a fight at
the blood and gold-draped
Felix-Bollaert stadiun.

And 1l Bordeaux's Brazilian
forward Paulera who has
scored nine goals overall to sit
tieed third in the scorer's charts
- has any sav in the matter. the
Girondins will leave Lens hav-
ing at least got on the
scoresheet

—

Jose-Luis Chilavert, walked off

Lens test for Bo

Paris Sainl Germain's
philosophiucal coach Luis Fer-
nandlez has i
htring  Ias  plavers” morale ‘tor
the Sunday visit to Bastia, !

The Corsicans are known for
having the wmost beantiful is-
land in the Mediterranean. but
Bastia’s hospitalitv  will fall
short of according their visitors
a pleasant stav as they tryv to
maintain sixth spot |

Paris SG's cause is nof
helped by the fact that they
went down 2-0 to Lille in mid-
week, i a rescheduled match
which proved that the north-
east men don't have the
defence in the league (14 coals
conceded) for nothing

But even i deteat Feruan-
dez was chipper about Paris <
Ititnre

I take mvyv hat off to Lill
they deserved the victorv. My
plavers’ efforts didn't disappoint

in‘-'h.[

me. .and although Lille proved

too strong on the night., my

plavers didn’'t abandon me
‘Sooner or later. PSG will

beoi (o r‘*.‘i[nmlim- 11 our away
ericonnlers

Hastia. whose home record
hhas been bolstered by a micd-
week 3-1 over Nantes., and re-
cent wins  over Auaxerre and
Lvon, are not about to help
['ermandez’ canse

As the news of French foor-

ball's eflorts to weed ont rosue
plavers with phonv European
Union  (EU)  passports came
llterning through midweek. Mag
seille coach  Javier Clemenie
cmpatinsed

But as the league begins its
imgpest to check the authentic-
itv ol the "F1' passports of 78
prolessional plavers in Divi-

SUOES two, Clemernte

ane and

f':l"."*!r_‘

Aarduous task of

PARMA. Italy, Dec
15: Modena plaver
'rancesco Ber-
lolotti is continu-
g to make good
progress after the
injury sustiained last month in
A dressimg-room assault by an
opponent which Jleft him in a
coma. doctors treating him said
Thursdayv. reports AFP.

And the stricken player's
wife Elisabetta hopes her hus-
band will be able to spend the
lestive season at home with her
and their two children.

Bertolotti, 33, was
last month after he was con-
fronted by an opponent from
local rivals Como after a Third
Division derby match won 1-0
by Como.

.3.'4

injured

That club's sKipper Mas-
similiano  Ferrigno has  since
been charged with grevious

baodily harm and failing to assist
a person in distress,

Bertolotti, who was trans-
ferred to Parma on December 5.
has long emerged from his
coma and continued to improve
and on Thuarsday doctor Giorgio
Grovannini saild: "His general
condition is good and Bertolotti
is regularly carrving ouat  the

planned  rehabilitation  pro-

Bertolotti could be
home by Christmas

gramine

"From the point of view of
notor senses, strength and the
movement of the four limbs he
is showing no anomalies but
there is a slight problem with
his balamnce for which 'a treat-
ment is m course.”

Giovannini  added that a
drug therapy was in progress as
well as an  observation pro-
gramine.

Elisabetta Berlolotti said on
TGl news: "We hope to have
himi  home by Christmas. It
would be the best possible gift ”

She revealed her husband
could remember nothing of the
punch allegedly thrown by
Bertolotti, saving: "Of the
punch he remembers nothing -
his memory stops during the
game, being kicked on the knee
and then the showers after-
wards and then taking his bag
1o go 1o the team coach - but
afterwards nothing.”

Ferrigno is still the subject
ol o judicial case while he also
laces  disciplinary action from
football chiefs who have not
ruled out a life ban on the 26
vear old.

Bertolottl's  wife made no
comment about Ferrigno's al
leged behiaviour.

was  more  concerned
weeding out his own
ables”™,

Saturdav's away trip to Gu-
lgamp. who sit in eighth place,
could provide the Spanish
taskmaster with an element of
who is first out of the door.

But reports from Marseille
this week suggest that
Clemente already knows who is
superfluonus to requirements.

A report in La Provénce
newspaper even went as far as
suggesting that club president
Kobert Louis-Drevius is looking
to hire Aston Villa's unhappy
hit-man David Ginola.

For leagne newcomers G-
mgamp. any news of an uptum
i Marscille’s fortunes wili be
irrelevant as they attempt to
capitalise on home advantage
after holding champions Mon-
aco 1o a 2-2 draw last week.

with
"undesir-

LLe Championnat has seen its
fair share of sackings this sea-
son - five to he exact.

But heads can stll roll and
this week. if Johin Toshack fails
1o Ispire Saint Etienne to a
home win over visitors Auxerre.
the Welsh journeviman could
fined Irimself looking for yet an-
athier job.

Saint Etienne. who looked so
promising and verdant at the
start of the seasorn. are now a
shghtly sickly green and in need
al a win after failing to grab

only one win from their last
four matches

Champions Monaco have
Ludoviec Giulvy and defender

Philippe Christanval SUS-
pended. Forwards Nicolas Bon-
nal, Dado Prso and defender
Martin Dijetoun are all injured
while defender Pablo Contreras
and midficlder Marcelo Gallardo
ATe 1certain,

However, coach Clande Puel.
whose foreign legion of players
will come i for special atten-
hon from those passport inyvess
Hpators. will be able to rely on
the talents of John-Arue Riise.

The  20-year-old Norwegian
mternatonal forward came off
the bench to hand Monaco @
pomt by scoring with only three
tunutes to po in their eventual
-2 draw with Guingamnp last

— —

week

e e e

[.l”l.

Celebrating after their 4-1 home &
Wi

make the short trip to Troyes.

meann v Marseille 4

(1730 GMT). Bastia v Paris SG
(1945 GMT) RO

In Saturdav's remaniing 3

matches Metz, silting precari
oush in the relegation zone i

1 6th place,

whitle

on-fon
wenre

welcome
Lvon., who

over Toulouse midweek.

On

Sunday fourth-placed

Atlantic coast side Nantes will
be hoping to make '
e K-to-back
RIS
make up the trio of teams Sits
ting in the relegation zone. i
1 7th place. '

up for two
defecats  as they

hast to Toulouse. who

=
FIXTURES
Saturday (1615 GMT): G-

Saturday [1900 GMT): rl.ﬂlﬁf""-. .

Bordeaux., Sedan v Sirass
bourg, Metz v Lille, Saint o
Luenne v Auxerre Monaco ¥
Kenmes, Troves v Lyvon g

4

Sunday: Nantes v Toulouse
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