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President calls
for unity on

nat'l issues
president Shahabuddin

Ahmed yesterday said the prime
need of the hour now was to forge
unity on important national
jssues and create a favourable

soclal atmosphere ensuring

uninterrupted peace and devel-
opment for people’s wellare,
reports BSS.

"All will have to devote sin-
cerely to the establishment of

See page 11 col 8

Face evil forces

with spirit of
1971: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
called upon the countrymen and
ees living abroad o come
forward with the spirit of War of

Liberation to face

the evil forces,
who want to halt the pace ol

See page 11 col 6

Turn movement
into upsurge,
says Khaleda

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
yesterday urged the people to
turn, what she termed the ongo-
ing people’'s movement, into a

‘mass upsurge” to force the gov
ernment to quit and establish
See page 11 col 2

By Staff Correspondent

The nation celebrates today the 29th anniversary ol
its victory In the nine-month War of lndcpcndencc in

1971.

The people will pay homage to three millilon martyrs
who sacrificed their lives in the bloody war to liberate the
motherland from Pakistani occupation forces. They
would renew their pledge to materialise the martyrs’
dream for a prosperous Bangladesh free from poverty,
hunger, disease, llliteracy and all sorts of exploitation.

The Victory Day celebrations this year bear special
significance following prnnmmcfmcnt of a historic
sabandhu murder
eath sentences to
10 persons for killing the Father of the Nation and his §

judgement by the High Court In Ban
case just two days back, confirmin

family members in August 1975.

Besides, Pakistan's Deputy High Commissioner In
Dhaka Irfan Raja was declared 'persona non grata' and
asked to leave the country by last night for his audacious |

remarks on the War of Independence.

On Decemnber 16, 1971, the 93,000-strong Pakistani §
occupation forces surrendered to a Bangladesh-India §
joint command at Suhrawardy Uddyan in Dhaka, mark-

ing an end to the War.

The occupation forces had earlier Indulged In an
the [reedom-loving

unprecedentled massacre of
unarmed people of this country.

Today is a public holiday. The National Flag will be
holsted atop public and private buildings. The day will

be heralded with a 31-gun salute at dawn.

President Shahabuddin Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina will lead the nation in paying tributes to
the martyrs by placing floral wreaths at the National

Memorial at Savar early in the morning.

The President, who is also supreme cmnm:mdcr of the B8
Armed Forces, will take salute of combined march paslt
by Army, Navy, Air Force, BDR, Police, Ansar and other
au\ilmn forces at the National Parade Ground in the

morning.

He will accord a reception, followed by iftar, at
Bangabhaban. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina ‘will attend
visit

the function. The Prime Minister will also
Bangabandhu Museum and garland the portrait of
See page 11 col 1

Comes again Victory Day

HC verdict "a great victory

o

Face of freedom
The Victory Day may not bring overnight
change in her socioeconomic condition, but the
marginalised urban teen 1is, nonetheless.
imbued with its spirit.

- Star photo by AKM Mohsin

PM launches ruling party's election website

Bangladesh Awami League yesterday set up a
new website www.al-election2001.net the first of
its kind by any pelitical party in the country, under
the supervision of Election Steering Committee
(ESC) of the party, reporis BSS.

President of Awami League and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina formally launched the website at a
simple ceremony in the aftermoon at the party’s
DhanmondiElection 2001 office.

Speaking on the occasion, the prime minister
expressed the hope that by the grace of Almighty
Allah the verdict of the Bangabandhu Murder Trial
would be executed.

Referring to the split verdict delivered by a High
Court Division Bench on the death relerence in the
Bangabandhu murder case, the prime minister said
although the verdict did not [ulfil the aspirations of
the people in totality "we have achieved a great vic-
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tory and come a long way in trying the heinous Kill-
R

Finance Minister and ESC Chiel Coordinator

Shah AM.S. Kibria. Secretary Muzallar Hossain |

Paltu, Joint Secretary Advocate Syed Ahmed also
spoke on the occaslion.

Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad, Local Gov
ernment Minister Zillur Rahman, members ol the

cabinet, senior party leaders, inlellectuals and
representatives of the front organisations attended
the lunction.

Referring to the 50-year history of the party, the
prime minister said Awaml League was always
installed in power by ballot and was never voted out
from power. Rather. each time, it was unseated
through conspiracies, Killings and coups.

After formal inauguration, a 15-minute display ol

See page 11 col 3
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Splzt verdzct spells AL worries

By Nazmul Ashraf

The latest developments in the trial of
Bangabandhu Murder Case have become the prime
concern for the Awami League government that is
now on the verge of ending its term.

The High Court's split verdict on death sentences
given by the trial court to 15 former army officers
has brought about fresh concerns for Awami League
that is mandated to continue in power for less than
seven months from now. Because, the party has a
plan to quit power earlier than scheduled, taking
into consideration some key factors suitable for it to
contest the next general election.

Its secret plan have it that the government will
transfer power to the caretaker administration at a
suitable time after celebrating the next Independ

ence Day on March 26 in a belitting manner. And,
the government expects execution of the verdict in
the Bangabandhu Murder Case belore the hand-
over of power. The AL believes that punishment to
Bangabandhu's killers, a key agenda of the rnlm:_ﬁ
party, before it transfers power will give it a lot of
dividends in the next elections.

Nevertheless, the latest developments in the
process of trial have upset the AL plan. The party is
learnt to be examining its plan afresh and consull
ing legal experts to understand how long the trial
may take to culminate in the execution of the ver
dict.

The split verdict by the two High Court judges has

See page 11col 7
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—Inside Today
V-Day Special

Sonar Bangla:
Still Distant
Reality?

By Mansoor Mamoon
Portrait of 'One

of Us'
By Almas Zakiuddin
Page 4

Dhaka will host a two-dav
meeting of the D-8 Commission
next month which Is expected to
lay the ground for the D-8 Sum-
mit due to take place in Calro
carly next year,

Testlight plan for a D-8 manu
[actured aircrafl, unfolding a
scheme for Islamie banking and
progress in easing trade and visa
restrictions among the eight
member-countries are likely to
dominate discussions at the
Dhaka meel, sources sald.

woenior officlials of all the mem-
ber-countries will attend the
meeting, scheduled for January

D-8 Commission
meets in capital

next month

Test flight of plane, Islamic
banking to top agenda

By M Anwarul Haq
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Irfan Raja expelled

Errant Pak diplomat flies out

By Diplomatic Correspondent

Bangladesh yesterday mptllf:d errant Pakistani
diplomat Irfan Raja on a 12- hour notice for his
audacious and derogatory I'l.ll'l;ll'kh on the War of
Independence,

The government decided to bundle out Pakistan's
Deputy High Commissioner in Dhaka by declaring
him persona non grata under Article 9 of the Vienna
Convention.

Raja left Dhaka at 10:30 pm on a Biman {light to
Dubal.

This 1s lor the [irst time that Bangladesh has
invoked this provision of the Vienna Convention and
expelled a diplomat.

The decision was communicated to Pakistanli

Islamabad terms

High Commissioner Igbal Ahmed Khan, summoned
to the Foreign Ministry at 11 am yesterday. Acling
Foreign Secretary Dr Touflq All conveyed the decl-
sion that Raja musl leave the country ‘within
December 15

The High CommiSsioner was reminded that a
strong prolest was made Immediately after Irfan
Raja made the remarks at a seminar in Dhaka on
November 27, "The remarks were incompatible with
his status as a diplomat,” a spokesman of the for-
elgn ministry said.

He noted that the government had to take the
sternaction as the diplomat did not leave Dhaka

See page 11 col 1
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it "unjustified"

ISLAMABAD, Dec 15: Pakistan
on Friday sald it was surprised
that its deputy high commis-
sioner had been ordered to leave
Bangladesh, saying the decision
was "unjustified” and not in keep
ing with Iriendly relations,
reports AFP.

Dhaka earlier declared Paki-
stanl diplomat Irfan-ur Raja
persona non-grata following
nation-wide protests against
controversial remarks he made
almost three weeks ago about
Bangladesh's War of Liberation
in 197 1.

“This decision ... is not keeping
with the spirit of friendly relations
between the two countries,” a

See page 11 col 2

Expelled Pak diplomat Irfan Raja being escorted by
to airport last night. Raja left for Dubai

Food autarky, availability

not same, says Amartya
Pratichi: (Bangladesh) Trust launched

By Staff Correspondent

Nobel Laureale Prolessor
achieving aularky in food production will not auto
matically solve
unless other necessary measures are taken.

Self-sufficiency in food production and availabil
ity of food lor people is not the same thing,
said while launching the Pratichi
Trust in the city vesterday

The Trust has been set up with one lakh dollars

from Prof Sen's Nobel Award to help the poor, espe-
cially the women. A similar trust has started work In
India.

The Bengalee Nobel Laureate made this observa
tion when asked what Bangladesh should now do to

end food crisis as it has almost achieved food
autarky.
He said, India is not dependent on outside

sources for food for the last few years, but mal
nourishment is a major problem for its population
In his nearly one-hour speech, Prof Sen

emphasised women education to reduce child mor

tality rate and women fertility rate and to give them

T o R -
g S

T A T N
o X - ’ ¥ "

? Nobel La

Nobel laureate Professor Amartyva Sen hands over the documents of Pratichi Trust to BRAC
Fazle Hasan Abed at the trust's launching ceremony at the BRAC centre vesterday.

the lood crisis ol the commonman

Prol Sen
(Bangladesh)
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Amartya Sen has sald

ht { Bangladesh
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1King
men has a positive impact on decline of

fertility rate.” he said.

Prof Sen pralsed Bangladehs ellorts (o reduce
child mortality and women lertility rates and said
the trend is one ol Lhe lastest in Lthis region

BRAC Chiel Fazle Hasan Abed and Execulive
Direcior ol Centre | - Policv Dial woe [}I-I_J"!":.I:L.'I}.‘l
Bhattacharva, also spoke on Lhe occasion

day, Prol Sen handed over the
document of the Pratichi Trust to the BRAC chief
one of th { the Trust, at a simple function
held at the BRAC centre in the city

The Trust will focus on gender empowerment and

Earlier on Lht
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education and health of the backward sections of
the people. The Trustee Board has lour other mem-
bers. They are Prof Rehman-Sobhan, Dr Kamal
Hossain, Dr Meghna Guha Thakurta and Sultana
Kamal, daughter of late poet Sufia Kamal. Prof

k'\""! }JE..'] iy ll" Jll";.-i""NNT-'.:
The trustees will soon

\aging Trustee
devise 'plnﬂ‘- for the Trust.
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AL MP Kamal
Bakht dead

Syed Kamal Bakht Saki, a
ruling party MP from Satkhira- 1
Constituency, dled of cardiac
arrest In sleep early yesterday. He
was 71, reports UNB.

The first namaz-e-janaza for
Kamal Bakht was held at South
Plaza of the Sangsad Bhaban in
the afternoon.

Deputy Leader of the House
Zillur Rahman., cabinet mem-
bers, whips, lawmakers, political
leaders, staff of Parliament Secre-
tariat and people from all walks of
life attended the janaza.

After the janaza a special
munajat was offered for salvation
of the departed soul.

Prime Minister and Leader of
the House Sheikh Hasina placed
wreath on the coffin paying trib-
ute to her party lawmaker. She
was followed by Deputy leader of
the Parllament Zillur Rahman
who placed wreath on behalf of

See page 11 col 5

Greek FM
due Dec 20

By Diplomatic Correspondent

Foreign Minister of Greece
George A Patandreou arrives in
Dhaka on December 20 on a
day’'s olficial visit Lo Bangladesh,
it was learnt yesterday.

He will lead a 54-member
delegation comprising senior
officials and businessmen

This will be the first high-level
contact between the two coun-
iries since Bangladesh's inde-
pendence

Greece, a shipping giant, Is an
important member of the Euro-
pean Union and the NATO

A large number of
Bangladeshis. both documented

and undocumented. are working
in Greece
The visiting foreign minister is
expecled to pay a courtesy call on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and hold official talks with Ban-
gladesh Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad
|
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16and 17,
Bangladesh is the current
ol the D-8 or the
Developing Eight. Egypt, lran,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Nigeria,
Pakistan and Turkey are the

[orum.

The Dhaka meeting will review
progress ol the organisation since
Its second Summit here on March
1 and 2 last year.

It 18 learnt that some major

D-8 co-operation in the last one

See page 11 col 4
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