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Ipi's body could
ﬂm‘. be exhumed
SM‘EI‘IIRA.

Decu::t Pollc?
snmmmharu today as her
family membcrs obstructed

policemen, reports BSS.
‘On instruction by the District

Satkhira, First Class

e Rakibul Bari along
pﬂmfames went to the
Mhume of the deceased at

%ﬂnmlderKalam upazila

kﬂled in stampedc

College Centre of SSC
mﬂmm 2.
When the magistrate along

with the police forces reached the
Lipi's father Anwarul
Faam revcnted them from
the body and said, I did
nulﬂle e case. So 1 would not
allow to exhume the body. He
said, if it is done without my
consent, you would also have to
make a grave for me by the side of
my deceased daughter Lipi.
Then the trate al

with police forces returned ba
and submitted report to the dis-

trict magistrate in this regard.

Shahabuddin

The Prcsldmt rtssed the
that the parl.ncrshlp the two
tries have forged. would
continue to flourish in the coming
m:nmchryourlmda’sm

. The " President also “F!shed
hh happiness and success of

In a similar message, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina extended
her heartiest ulations to
George W. Bush.

“Your victory is indeed a tribute
to your impeccable credentials,
dynamism and drive and a clear
manifestation of the trust and
confidence that the American

have reposed in your
ership,” she said in her mes-
sage of felicitation.

"1 look forward to working In
close cooperation with you in the
coming days. I sincerely hope that
the relationship between our two
countries which has undergone a
qualitative change in recent
years, would continue to flourish
under your administration.”
Hasina added.
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Uneven terms and conditions
us two ments
have compelled desh to

ﬁp at 0.75
dollar per unit until 2005
whereas desh buys gas
from foreign oil companies at
2. '?Odollar unlt

n behind
bnnglng foreign sﬁm'eholdcrs to
the fresh negotiation table,
thanked the areholders for
saleguarding adesh's inter-
est as well as wor out a bail-

| oul plan for the troubled venture.

e minister sald the govern-
ment was now working on a
“white paper” to make public the

revious deals where country's
lerests were largely over looked.
KAFCO Chaltrman and Indus-
tries Secretary Al Amin
Chowdhury, representatives for
Japan, Euro Consortium,
Commonwealth Dcvelopment
KA;%rauﬂn (CDC) and Denmark,
ng director and
dlrecmrm mscntmmemect—

ing at Industries Ministry.

HC vacation

bench formed

Chlef Justice Latifur Rahman
sterday formed a Vacation
in the High Court Division
of the Supreme Court during
vacation from December 17 (o
January 4 to accept the emer-
gency matters, an official hand-
oul said, reports BSS.

The bench, which will be con-
ducted by Justice Mohammad
Fazlul Karim, will sit on Decem-
ber 17, 18, 20, 21, 26 and 31 and
January 2 from 1 lam to 1.30pm
at room number 12 of the High
Court Division of the Supreme
Court.

AL demonstration

From page 1
victing all killers with death sen-
tences, which fulfilled the expec-
tation of the nation, the meeting
observed.

The other judge fulfilled the
expectation of the nation by main-
taining death sentences against
ten out of 15, but acquittal of
remainlrﬁ five surprised and
shocked the nation.

The AL resolution further said:
"It is the aspiration of the entire
nation that the death sentences

iven a st all self-confessed
llers of Bangabandhu should be
execuled immediately”.

BSS adds: Senior Awami
League leaders and ministers of
the government have demanded
capital punishment of all who
were mmlved in the killing of
Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and most of his family
members on the night of August
15, 1975.

Sﬁcaklng at an impromptu
public meeting at Paltan Makg
yesterday, Awami

eral Secretary and Gcm:rn
ment Minister Zillur Rahman

demanded capital punishment of

all the indicted ns in the
case and said the legal fight by
desh Awami e would

continue till the final end of the
case.

Awami League Organisin
Secretary and Home, t an
Tclecnmmunicauons Minister
Mohammad Nasim while

a students’ rally at
Dhaka University yesterday said
the hopes and asplrauons of the
nation have not ﬂ reflected
in the verdict. He that the
legal process for ame.ndment to
the verdict would continue.
Nasim also asked all to remain
calm and keep faith in court.

The horrific night

From page 1
Seemg Bangabandhu's blood-
stained body on the staircase, a
weeping Begum Mujib refused to
go downstairs.

Then Pasha took her and other
family members Russel
and Sheikh Naser back to the
bedroom, took a stengun from a
havildar and shot dead Begum
Mujib, her two-daughters-in law
and Jamal.

Meanwhile, Russel was
brought downstairs where he
stood along with the staff and
disarmed police guards in front of
the house In a row.

He got [rightened and asked
plaintiff Mohitul, also standing in
the row, “brother (bhafya), won't

Opposition Plans
From page 1
holding of upazila polls and
m of Zila Parishad
and isolating the gov-
ermment from people through
sustained campaign.

Another leader said the opposi-
tion would have succeeded much
earlier had the movement strate-
gles been perfect In the past.
Imprudcnt and unrealistic

grammes announced in the

ﬁr:t the influence of the hard-
and low-ranking leaders of

the lialson committee caused

serfous damage (o the parties,
especially the BNP, Instead of

expediling the ant-government
movement.

He said side by side the mili-
tant movement after the

resignation from paritamc!::gt

. the resignation could

-Eid movement.
pol

future
and sit with other

programmes
party toﬂnalucalu'atcgr
the Eid.

§§

they (killers) spare me?”

Mohitul, thinking that the
assailants would not murder the
boy, told Russel, " Brother
(bhatya), they will not kill you.”

Russel, who was unaware that
his mother was already killed,
then wanted to go to his mother
upstairs. Pasha came down from
upstairs and asked an unidenti-
fied Havildar to take him to his
mother. The havildar took him
inside the building and shot him
on the forehead. Then he came
back and told Pasha, “finished".

Shelkh Naser begged mercy
from the killers. But they killed
him saying, “Sheikh Mujib is
better than Sheikh Naser.”

The only officer who
sacrificed his life to save
Bangabandhu was colonel Jamil.
He was mill secretlary and
chief security officer of the Presi-
dent a few days back and DFI
chief when the incident took
place.

Jamil was entering the house
in civilian outfit in his private car.
The car was stopped and he was
shot dead.

Military personnel have been deployed at different street corners to control the excessive traffic jams

thatis typical in the last few days leading to the Eid.

-- Star photo

Govt tells FEJB
to resume 1ts
activities

under SEMP

The government yesterday
asked the Forum of Environmen-
tal Journalists of Bangladesh
(FEJB) to resume its activities
under UNDP-funded Sustainable
Environment Management
Programme (SEMP), reports BSS.

Dr Mizan R Khan, Policy Spe-
clalist of SEMP of the Ministry of
Ernvironment and Forest In an
official letter to FEJB chairman
Quamrul Islam Chowdhury
yesterday conveyed it as per the
direction of the National
Programme Director (NPD) and
requested him to submit an
updated Programme Implemen-
tation Plan by January 15, 2001.

In similar but separate letters,
the programme activities of
ADAB, IUCN, CAMPE, Unnayan
Samannya, Gono Chelona,
Prism, Caritas and others have
also been resumed.

Earlier, the NPD unilaterally
suspended all activitles under
SEMP three months back raising
strong protest from the civil soci-
ety bodies and UNDP.

10 death sentences upheld

From page 1
awarded by District and Sessions
Judge of Dhaka Kazi Golam
Rasul on November 8, 1998.

Justice Khairul Huq upheld
the trial court's death sentence to
all the 15 accused, completing
theorderat 11 am.

Justice Ruhul Amin in his
order dismissed the appeals
against the trial court verdict
preferred by Faruq, Shariar and
Huda and granted Lt Col (rtd)
Mohiuddin's appeal. He upheld
the lower court death sentenge of
nine on two counts-- for murder
and for conspiracy to murder-
and revised that of another, Capt
(rtd) Abdul Majed, upholding the
death sentence on one count
only, conspiracy to  murder.
Majed was " a party to the crimi-
nal conspiracy and thereby abet-
ted the incident in the early hours
of 15th August, 1975 in the house
of the then President
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman,” he said.

Both the judges said the death
sentences should be carried out
in the existing mode of execution.

They made no mention of Kazi
Golam Rasuls'order that the
verdict be carried out by firing
squad or by hanging.

Lawyers from both the state
and the defence sides, relatives of
the accused, scores of other
lawyers and journalists were
present when the orders were
made.

After the orders were dictated,
there was a heavy rush for obtain-
ing the copies, which were given
at2 pm.

Earlier, since the morning,
tight security was maintained In
and around the court.

Uniformed and plain clothes
police kept vigil and none was
allowed to enter the court without
pass. Hundreds ‘of people were
walting outside.

Special Prosecutor Serajul Huq
, Attorney General Mahmudul
[slam , his assistants Shamuddin
Ahmed Manik, Bazlur Rahman
Chhana and others were present
from the prosecution side.

Among Lhe defence lawyers,
Khan Saifur Rahman, Abdur
Razzak and Mahbubur Rahman
were present.

The much awaited judgement
came after 63 days of hearing that
ended on November 27.

The process of trial of the case
was Initiated 21 years after the
carnage. On August 12, 1996,
Faruq, Shahriar and another
person were arrested under the
Special Powers Act. An FIR was
filed with Dhanmondi thana on
October 2, 1996. The Indemnity
Act that barred trial of the
accused was repealed by the
Parliament on November 12,
1996.

The charge sheet was submit-
ted on January 15, 1997 accus-
ing 27 people including six civil-
lans. The names of five of them
including Khandaker Mushtaque
Ahmed , who headed the post-

-~ coup government, and Mahbubul

Alam Chashi were dropped from
the charge sheet as they were
dead.

Zobaida Rashid, wife of col (rtd)
Rashid, was cleared of the

charges by the High Court. Three
others--Nalk Yunus, captain (rtd)
Nurul Huda and Abu Musa
Majumder, a clvillan, were
dropped from the charge sheet.,

The arrested accused were
produced before the court on
January 20, 1997, gazette notifl-
cation on the absconding accused
were published on February 3
and trial started on March 1 that
year at a bullding adjacent to
Dhaka Central Jail. The verdict
was gliven on November 8, 1998
and the death reference was sent
to the High Court on November
11. It was enlisted for hearing on
March 30, 2000. On April 10,
Justice Amirul Kabir felt embar-
rassed to hear the reference. A
stick procession led by some
ministers was brought out on
April 18 demanding expeditious
trial of the case .

Another HC Bench comprising
Justeie Ruhul Amin and Justice
Abdul Matin felt embarrassed .
The hearing by the death refer-
ence bench finally began on June
28.

Bangabandhu's family mem
bers killed on the night of August
15, 1975 Iincluded his wife
Fazilatunnessa, sons Sheikh
Kamal, Sheikh Jamal and Sheikh
Russel, nephew Sheikh Fazlul
Huq Moni and his wile, brother-
in-law Abdur Rob Serniabat and
members of his family. Only two
daughters of Bangabandhu
survived as they were abroad.
Sheikh Hasina, now Prime Minis-
ter, was In Germany and her
younger sister Sheikh Rehana
was in London.

Tribute to martyred

From page 12
Sheikh Hasina, also President
of Bangladesh Awami League,
then placed another wreath on
behalf of the party. Colleagues in
the cabinet and senior partymen
were present by her side. Later

on, she visited the mass grave- -

yard at the memorial premises
and offered fateha.

The prime minister then went
to the Rayerbazar Mass Grave-
yard and placed wreaths at the
memorial built there two years
ago In remembrance of intellectu-
als who were gunned down at the
marshy periphery of Dhaka in
1971. She also placed wreath
there on behalf of the party.

Main Opposition BNP observed
the Intellectuals Day paying
glowing tributes to and making a
fresh vow 1o realise the dreams of
the illustrious sons of the solil.

Leaders and workers of BNP
wearing black badges started
assembling in front of Mirpur
Shah Ali Mazar Gate from 8.30
am before going to the Mirpur
Intellectuals Memorial at 9 am In
a mourning rally led by party
chairperson Khaleda Zia.

Khaleda along with her party
colleagues placed wreaths at the
memorial and showed respect to
the martyred intellectuals.

National and party flags were
holisted half-mast while black flag
was flown at the BNP central
office at dawn.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhulyan, opposition
chief whip Khandoker Delwar
Hossalin, Abdul Matin
Chmvdhury. Dr RA Gani and Dr
Khondker Mosharral Hossain
were among those who pald hom-

age to the martyrs at the memo-
rial.

Later, the party held a discus-
sion on the Martyred Intellectuals
Day at the City BNP office at Naya
Paltan.

Presided over by BNP Vice
Chairman Major (retd)
Hafizuddin Ahmed Bir Bikram
MP, it was addressed by BNP
secretary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan MP, Opposition Chief
Whip Khandoker Delwar Hosain
MP, Dr Khondker Mosharraf
Hossain MP, Abdullah Al Noman,
and Mirza Abbas.

At Rayerbazar Mass Grave-

Indian govt

From page 12
issues out,” Vajpayee said. "The
NDA is united and Is standing as
one.

Vajpayee, speaking amid con-
stanl interruptions in a tense
atmosphere, stuck to his state-
ment that the drive to bulld a
temple at Ayodhya reflected
national aspirations, and said
there was nothing wrong with
that assertion.

But he said that there were
only two ways of resolving the
wrangle over the mosque: Either
there will be a court verdict allow-
ing the construction of a temple
or Hindus and Muslims will agree
to build a place of worship each in
the holy town.

Earl}r today, the upper house
was adjourned afler uproar by
opposition deputles demanding a
vote in a parallel debate on the
same Issue. The government does
not have a majority in the upper
house and would probably lose a
vote on the issue there.

vard, Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal (BSD) organized a photogra
phy show depicting historic
events of 1971 and displaying
quotations of martyred intellectu-
als. It drew a huge crowd, includ-
ing school-goers for whom it was
a rare opportunity to know the
history better.

One photograph captured the
moment when Golam Azam was
having a chat with Pakistani
General Tikka Khan while in
another Moulana Mannan was
seen talking with chief of the
occupation army General Niazi in
1971.

BSD also distributed leaflets
among mourners revealing once
again the well-known fact that
how deceitfully the two main
political parties of the country
joined hands with Razakars time
to time just for political mileage.

Visitors told The Daily Star
separately that the collaborators
of 1971 should be tried without
any further delay.

Organisations that
wrealths there include Awami
League, Projonmo '71, Udicht,
BSD, Bangladesh Mahila Awam|
League, Dhaka City Corporation
and Awamli Garib League. Difler-
ent other professional, political
and social organisations also
placed wreaths.

Natlonal dailies brought out
special supplements on the lives
and sacrifices of the martyred
intellectuals. Bangladesh Televi-
slon, Bangladesh Betar and
private TV channels also carried
special programmes marking the
day.

Bangla Academy held a semi-
nar on the occasion.

placed

Polymer notes
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as a section of the angry crowd
damaged window panes of the BB
bullding. Many got hurt during
the incident. None was however
arrested.

People held central bank
authorities responsible for the
incident, blaming their misman-
agement for causing the situa-
tion.

BB officials however said they
never anticipated that such a
large number of people would
turn up to collect the new poly-
mer notes. They also said that it
was difficult for them to enter the
office in the morning as large
number of people thronged the
bank premises from early In the
morning.

The central bank for the first
time launched polymer notes in
the country on an experimental
baslis.

What's next?

From page 1
the trial court and in the High
Court sald the judgement
refllected justice.

“"We have to accept the verdict.
Justice has been done and it
shows there is justice in this
country”, the veteran lawyer told
newsmen at his chamber after the
verdict was pronounced.

Giving his reaction after the
split judgement. Serajul Hugq
said that the third court would
hear the acquiltal of five by one
judge.

But he opined that the appeal
process would have to wait till the
third court's verdict regarding the
acquittal of the five.

Defence attorney Khan Saifur
Rahman also said that there
would be a status quo in the
proceedings since the matter
would be referred to a third court.

Abdur Razzak, another defence
counsel, said they would appeal
against the death sentences of
the ten after hearing in the third
court is completed.

Other lawyers preferring ano-
nymity said the matter would be
cleared when the Chief Justice
would send it to the third court.

But it would obviously take
some time for completion of the
hearing and the appeal process,
they added.

Dhaka, Delhi

From page 12
and Dhaka and restoration of
Petrapole-Benapole rail link.

The two sides, he said,
reviewed ways and means for
consolidating bilateral trade.

Liberalisation of visa regime
was also discussed.

He said the two sides agreed to
convene as early as possible the
next meeting of the Joint Eco-
nomic Commission (JEC).

The next meeling of the Joint
Rivers Commission (JRC) will be
held in Dhaka in 2001, he added.

The spokesman said the two
sides laid emphasis on enhance-
ment of cooperation in strength-
ening early flood warning system.
The two sides appreciated coop-
eration between the peoples of
Bangladesh and India during the
recent floods in the border areas.

Meanwhile, the spokesman
saild, Bangladesh Foreign Secre-
tary C M Shalfl Sami called on
External Affairs Minister
Jaswant Singh and Minister of
otate of the same Ministry Ajit
Kumar Panja separately today.
Both the ministers relterated
their commitment (o enhance
cooperation with Bangladesh.

Bush begins

From pa

"He spoke for all of us last
night, he did it eloquently and
well aggd president-elect Bush
respon with sity In
kind,” Cllnlonsaldgm ¥

The president, who formally
leaves power when his successor
Is Inaugurated on January 20, |Is
on the last leg Thursday of a
three-day visit (o Britain and
Ireland.

Blair spoke by telephone with
Bush. Offering his "warmest
congratulations.,” the British
prime minister sald: “I'm glad it is
finally settled. | know that
logether we will strengthen still
further the special friendship
between Britain and the United
States."

Russlan Presldent Viadimir
Putin send his message of con-
gratulations from Havana, where
he was visiting Cuban President
Fidel Castro.

Among the first world leaders
lo congratulate Bush on winning
the White House were Chinese
Presildent Jiang Zemin, Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshiro Morl and
Philippine President Joseph
Estrada.

Bush will take Florida's vital 25
elecloral votes and will have a
total of 271 electoral voles coun-
trywide -- one more than the total
needed Lo win mpmldcncy

Gore will up with 267
votes. That Is the narrowest Elec-
toral College victory since the
one-vole win by Republican
Rutherford Hayes over Democrat
Samuel Tilden in 1876. The Elec-
toral College meets on Monday to
vote for a president.

Bush had a scant 537-vote
edge out of more than six million

lots cast in the idential
contest In Florida. re insists
that hand recounts would show
he won the southeastern state.

The vice president won the
popular vote nationwide by more
than" 300,000 votes, making
Bush the fourth man in US his-
tory to win the White House while
losing that count.

Bush Is the second son of a
president 1o be elected to the
White House. The first father-
and-son presidential team were
John Adams

and his son John
Adams, who both served in the
19th century.

Speculations, rumours

From page 1
Bangabandhu Murder Case that
began four years and three
months ago.

Riot police and plainclothes
guarded the court building and
adjacent areas, and restricted
entrance to the courtroom where
the Death Reference Bench sat on
the day alfter hearing the case for
63 days.

Many others, mostly pro-
government activists, were also
on the wait at different places,
especially the Dhaka University
campus, the ruling party offices
and the Paltan Maidan.

Anxiety hung heavy in the air,
with people seeking Information
and exchanging views on the
court proceedings.

There were rumours that thou-
sands of people have come from
outside Dhaka on some 100
buses to join protest and that
army has been deploved at the
High Court premises.

People at different places were
seen skimming through special
publications and watching spe-
cial TV bulletins.

Hours leading to the pro-
nouncement of the verdict were
also marked by fear of violent
flare-ups at some trouble-prone
areas. Traflic congestion turned
worse.

Intense speculations also
gripped places outside the capital
where there were also reports of
violent protests.

As the much-awaited verdict

| came out split, frustration and

anger gripped the waiting crowd
al the court premises where some
women activists of ruling Awami
League brought out an instant
procession. Many were heard
asking about the next course of
the historic case, which was sent
to the ChiefJustice who may form

another bench to hear it

The AL activists also held 1"

similar protests at the Paltan
Maldan, the Dhaka Universit

campus and other places in the

|

i

city demanding that all the killers f

are hanged.

Addressing an angry
at Paltan Maidan, scmarAL lead-
ers including three mlnlsters
asked the party workers to shaw
restraint and have confidence in °
the judiciary. They, however, said

i

i;

1

the verdict did not reflect pcoiple s ||

will and rather they are frus-
trated. The speakers Include AL |
General Secretary and Local
Government
Rahman. Water Resources Minis-
ter Abdur Razzak, State Minister -
for Shipping Mofazzal Hossain _
Choudhury Maya and Dhaka City
Corporation Mayor Mohammad *
Hanil.

As the
activists turned violent in pro-
testing the split verdicl, Home
Minister Mohammad Nasim
rushed to the DU campus. The
minister forced a militant student
group back to the campus and
advised them not to take law in
their own hands.

Expressing solidarity to the
students’ demand for hanging of
all the Killers of Bangabandhu,
Nasim warned a gathering in
front of the Arts Faculty Building
that the conspirators would take
advantage of any unpleasant
situation they may trigger out of
frustration. Besides, he noted,
the government will have to'bear

the consequences of any such

siluation.

Angered by the police assault,
some student activists inter-
rupted the home minister by
raising slogans.
assured Lhern of action had there |
been any excess by the police.

From page 1

around Dhaka University and the
High Court turned into trouble
points where agitated people, of
them leaders and activists the DU
unit of BCL, took to streets and
damaged many motor vehicles
and rickshaws.

A 27-year-old autotempo
driver, Liton, was gunned down
allegedly by a group of armed BCL
activists who also damaged motor
vehicles and shops at Nilkhet at
around 2:30 pm.

Nearly [ifty people, most of
them BCL activists, were injured
during a clash with police near
the Shahbagh crossing at about
12:30 pm. Police and BCL activ-
ists exchanged gunshots when
police severely beat one BCL
activist there.

Vehicles were also damaged on
the road in front of Mirpur Bangla
College, at Mogbazar and

Svedabad and in some areas in
Old Dhaka.

According to witnesses the
incidents started when a large
number of BCL activists of its DU
unit, led by its general secretary
AKM Azim, came on the street
after a rally at Paltan Maidan at
around 11:45am.

Equipped with sticks and iron
rods, they damaged motor vehi-
cles at the Zero Point, in front of
the Jatiya Press Club, at the High
Court crossing, Doel Chattar and
Shahbagh crossing.

They damaged a stafl bus
parked near the Atomic Energy
Commission and attempted to set
it on fire. A car was torched at the
Shahbagh crossing. A ‘'maxi’ was
set on fire in front of the DU Vice
Chancellor's official residence.

Police charged baton at

From page |

passed by any court, tribunal or
authority in the exercise or pur-
ported exercise of such powers,
are hereby ratified and confirmed
and are declared (o have been
validly made, done or taken and
shall not be called In question In

or before any court, tribunal or
authori whalsoever.

The killers of Bangabandhu
were given protection through
this so-called Indemnity Ordi-
nance. But later, legal Tis
opined that this black ordinance
had no legal basis.

When Awami League returned
to power after 21 years, the Jatlya
Sangsad repealed the Indemnity
Ordinance on November 12, 1996
aﬂawhgtnalnf the killing.

of the Indemnity

Alter passage
Ordinance (Repeal) Bill, Colonel

(dismissed) Syed Faruq Rahman
and Colonel (dismissed) Sharlar
Rashid Khan filed two writ peti-
tions on December 1, 1996, chal-
lenging repeal of the ordinance.,

Alfter 16 days of hearing, the
High Court in a verdict on Janu-
ary 28, 1997 declared that the
Indemnity Ordinance (Repeal)
Bill was passed by the parllament
through legal procedure.

During hearing of the writ
petitions, a Division Bench of the
High Court comprising Justice
Mozammel Haq and Justice
Abdul Matin appointed six ami-
cus cures, They were Syed Ishtiaq
Ahmed, Dr Kamal Hossain, Rafiq-
ul-Haq, M Nurullah, Khandaker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed and
Amirul Islam.

Except Khandaker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed, all other

amicus cures opined that repeal
of the Indemnity Orc!inance by
the parliament was valid.

Altorney General Barrister KS
Nabl appeared for the state dur-
ing hearing of the writ petitions.
He was assisted by Additional
Attorney General Abdul Wadud
Bhulyan and Depuly Attorney
General M Farug.

Barrister Korban All appeared
for the petitioners.

Finally, Supreme Court's
Appellate Division comprising the
then Chief Justice ATM Afzal,

Justice Mostafa Kamal, Justice -

Latifur Rahman, Justice Abdur
Roul and Justice Bimalundu
Bikash Roy Chowdhury rejected
(he two writs on April 2, 1998
after seven days' hearing.

Afler Awami e came (o

power, constitutional experts and

eminent lawyers gave the unani-

mous opinion that the Indemnity
Ordinance was not part of the
Constitution and was contrary to
its basic structure. The killers of
Bangabandhu could be put on

(rial even by keeping it Intact
because of Its errors, they had
sald.

esldes, Khandaker

Mostaque, who promulgated the
Indenmnity Ordinance had no
‘locus standi” as he himselfl was
an “lllegal President,” they had
sald.

According to the Constitution,
in the absence of the President,
the Vice President will take over
and in the absence of the Vice-
president, the Speaker will take
over. When Bangabandhu was
killed, Vice-president Syed

Nazrul Islam and Speaker Abdul
Malek Ukil were both available,
The Jatiyva Sangsad and
the Constitution were also opera-
tive.

The legal experts had also
opined out that the Indemnity
Ordinance was not protected by
the Constitution and it could be
repealed by a simple maf{)rltv in
parliament. They had also said
that Supreme Court's prior
approval was nol necessary for
repeal the ordinance by parlia-
ment,

The legal experts Included
lormer Chlef Justice Kemaluddin
Hossain, Dr Kamal Hossain,
Barrister Rafig-ul-Haq, Barrister
Amirul Islam.

State Minister for Law, Justice
and Parllamentary Affairs Abdul
Matin Khasru placed the Indem-

The ordinance that barred trial of killers for 21 yrs

nity Ordinance (Repeal) Bill 1996
belfore the Jatlya Sangsad on
November 10 in thal year.

Two days later, the House
passed the Bill. A total of 178
MPs, who were present at the
Sangsad, vote to repeal the bill.
Jatiya Party Chalrman HM
Ershad and other MPs from his
party also voted \n farvour.

However, MPs (rom the main
opposition party BNP were absent
from the House. They were press-
ing fulfilment of a 10-point
demand, placed to the Speaker
earlier.

The Bill was passed alter dis-
cussions for one hour and
twenty-five minutes on it.

The President assented to the
Bill on November 14, 1996.

Post-verdict violence

Shahbagh crossing when the BCL
activists damaged many motor
vehicles and hurled brick bats at
police at around 12:30 pm. There

Minister Zillurﬁ
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was a chase and counter chase. A

large number of BCL leaders and
activists, including AKM Azim
were severely beaten by police.

BCL activists fired gunshots at
police when they lobbed tear gas
shells.

The activists dis
then regrouped at the Bat Tola in
front of Arts Faculty building at
DU. Central leaders of BCL joined
them and held a rally there.

When a militant procession
BCL leaders and actlvists was
going towards the Shahbagh
crossing again, Home Minster
Mohammad Nasim arrived there
and took the activists back to the
Bat Tola. Gunshots were fired in
front of Zahurul Hag Hall and
crackers were blasted at the Mal
Chattar when Nasim was
addressing the activists at Bat
Tola.

Witnesses said that soon alfter.

Nasim left the campus, a group of
BCL activists went to Nilkhet area
and started damaging motor
vehicles at around 2 pm. They
also tried to set on fire some quiit
and bedding shops and beat a
number of shopkeepers there.

The shopkeepers in the area,

joined by youths from nearby
slums, chased the BCL activists.

Some of the fleeing activists
fired shots, killing Liton on the-
spot. An unidentiflied rickshaw-
puller was reportedly Injured
with bullet.

Traffic movement on the
Nilkhet road that connects Dhaka
University and the New Market
area were halted for several hours
following the death of Liton.

Our Narayvanganj Correspon-*
dent reported that agitated peo-
ple attacked the house of Captain
Kismat Hashem In Dawn
Chanleer area and set furniture
on fire,

People also ransacked the
licensed liquor shop of Kismat's
brother Ismat at Tanbazar al
around 2:45 pm.

Awami League brought out a
procession in the town protesting
the split verdict.

Our Mymensingh correspon-
dent reported that agitated stu-
dents, teachers and crr;ﬁloyees of
BAU ransacked the ollice room
and residence of Prof. Monsurul
Amin, younger brother of Justice
Ruhul Amin, on the campus at
around 2:00 pm.

They also declared Prof.
Monsurul Amin persona non
grata on the campus. They
brought out a ssion with
sticks and held a rally on the.
campus protesting the verdict.

persed and




