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rean President Kim
DaeJung, giving his lecture
after accepting the Nobel Peace
Prize in Oslo City Hall on
Sunday. Kim Dae-Jung was
awarded the prestigious prize
for his efforts at reconciliation
with communist North Korea
and his lifelong struggle for
democracy and human rights.

- AFP photo

Clemency for
Zardari

possible:
Pak minister

ISLAMABAD, Dec 11: Paki-
stan’'s military government could
consider releasing former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto's jailed
husband if he surrenders his
assets, Interior Minister
Moinuddin Haider said today,
reports AFP.

Haider said Sundayv’'s release
and exile of ousted prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif could be a model
for Asif All Zardari, jailed for
massive corruption in the late
1990s following Benazir's last
stint in power.

He told the state-run Associ-
ated Press of Pakistan that
Zardari's release could be consid-
ered if he repented and surren-
dered his assets, using Sharif's
case as a precedent.

Hours after Sharif's dramatic
exile, authorities seized assels
including five factories, farms
and several homes around the
country.

He had been sentenced to life
and 14 years lor hijacking and
tax evasion following last year's
coup.

Zardari has been in prison
since Bhutto was sacked as
prime minister in November 1996
by then president Farooq Ahmed
Leghari.

In 1998, while Sharif was in
power, he and Benazir were con-
victed for receiving kickbacks on
government contracts.

Pak woman
killed for

contesting

elections

LAHORE, Dec 11: A woman,
who wanted to be a candidate in
Pakistan's local elections was
allegedly killed by her husband,
who objected to her candidacy,
an English-language newspaper
reported, says AP.

Nazia Mumtaz was killed alleg-
edly by her husband on Friday
after she refused to withdraw her
nomination for election in
Bhalwal, 120 kilometres north-
west of Lahore, the capital of
Punjab, Dawn reported.

Police said they have lodged a
charge of murder against her
husband. Munir, who has disap-
peared. They said she was
stabbed to death.

Police also said they were
conducting an Investigation into
the killing and allegations that it
may have been the result of a
rivalry.

Mumtaz was buried on

Sunday.

:SDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2000

NICE. France, Dec 11: Reforms
passed at the marathon EU sum-
mit here that ended In the pre-
dawn hours today cleared the
way for the European Union's
historic eastward expanslon,
reports AFP.

The move is destined to take a
decade or more, change the shape
and face of the continent, and
finally heal the wounds of the long
cold war,

In a wrenching four-and-a-
hall-day exercise in diplomacy,
brow-beating and horse-trading -
- the longest summit in the EU's
43-year history -- the heads of
state and government came up
with relorms that should make
the expansion work without
gridlock or paralysis.

The notion of EU enlargement
goes back a decade, to the fall of
the Berlin Wall, the breakup of
the Soviel Union and the end of
the cold war that left the former
Soviet bloc countries in an eco-

nomic and political vacuum,

The richer countries of western
Europe and their poorer cousins
to the east began lo eye one
another warlly, with visions of
mutual benelits forming.

Talks began with an eve toward
bringing the poor cousins into the
fold.

Meanwhile, ‘in 1995, Austria,
Finland and Sweden joined the
family of natjons.

In March 1998, accession
negotiations began with six eager
applicants: Hungary, Poland,
Estonia, the Czech Republic,
Slovenia and Cyprus.

In February this year, negotia-
tions began with six more -- Roma-
nia, Slovakia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Bulgaria, and Malta.

And at the Helsinki EU summit
in December 1999, Turkey was
given its long-sought candidate
status, but with the condition
that accession negotiations not
begin untl Ankara meets EU

criteria on democracy, human
rights and the rule of law.

The accession negotlations for
the other 12 have been grinding
on slowly with the European
Commission, the EU's execultive.

Each candidate must meel
strict economie, soclal, judiclal,
education and Infrastructure
requirements almed at a wrinkle-
free transition into the family.

These are called "chapters.”
There are 31 of them, and the
candidate country draws up a
"position paper” on each, Indicat-
ing where it stands, how far It is
from meeting EU criterla and how
much help it will require to make
the grade.

The EU assigns each applicant
a chiefl negotiator along with a
support team of experts.

It's a long and bumpy process.
Many of the candidate countries
have been poor so long that entry
into a rich club of nations risks
being traumatic.

. International =
Nice summit reforms clear way
for historic EU expansion

Last month the European
Commisslon sald it hoped to wrap
up negotiations with the most
advanced candidale silates In
2002, making It possible for the
first newcomers to accede by mid-
2004.

Three among the front-runners
-= Poland, Hungary and the Czech
Republic -- jolned NATO in March
1999,

But when all 13 candidates
join, the EU's declsion-making
processes, designed in 1957 to
work for the six founding mem-
bers, would certainly bog down in
paralysis, and that's what the
reforms passed by this landmark
summit were aboul.

It did not come easy. Each of
the 15 had to give up something
in the way Ot volting power or
soverelgnty to make it work. It
took long days and nights of
tough, sometime bitter wran-
gling, But In the end they wrung
out an accord.
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French President Jacques Chirac, flanked by French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin and European
Commission President Romano Prodi, answers newsmen during a press conference in Nice yesterday,
following an agreement reached at crucial EU enlargement summit held to push through
institutional reforms paving the way for the union's enlargement.

--AFP photo

4

Ousted Pakistani prime minister Nawaz Sharif (L) is greeted by

Saudi Arabian governor of the Makkah region, Prince Abdul Majid
bin Abdel Aziz, upon his arrival in Jeddah on Sunday. Sharif was
released fromjail and sent into exile under a presidential pardon.

-- AFP photo

'Sharif's exile can pave way for democracy'

KARACHI, Dec 11: The exile of
ousted Pakistani prime minister
Nawaz Sharil sparked a clamour
of calls today for the military
government to restore democracy
as soon as possible, reports AFP.

Politicians and analysts said
military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf, who toppled Sharif in
a bloodless coup in Oclober last
year, now had no excuses (o delay
a relurn to democracy.

Imran Khan, former cricket
hero and leader of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, said
the Sharil episode has added to a
sense of "hopelessness and
despair which can only be
bridged by a new and dynamic
political leadership.”

“The PTI demands ol the gov-
ernment to finish its limited
agenda as soon as possible and
hold free and [air elections,” Khan
said in a statement.

'Only a credible political lead-
ership can pull the country out of
its present political and economic
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orruption trial of Estrada

Witness says she delivered
$100,000 in bribe

MANILA, Dec 11: A witness testified at Philippine
President Joseph Estradas corruption trial on
Monday that she personallv delivered five million
pesos (100,000 dollars) in illegal gambling bribes to

the leader, reports AFP.

The testimony of prosecution witness Emma Lim
was the first at the three day-old trial to directy link
the president and supposed payollfs from operators
of the popular but illegal lottery called "jueteng’”.

Lim told the Senate tribunal that she carried a
‘black bag” filled with bundles of thousand-peso
bills to Malacanang presidential palace sometime in
1999 on the orders of her emplover, provincial gov-

ernor Luis "Chavit” Singsor..

The 33-year-old woman said she went through
two security checks before being ushered into a

TOOIT.

"I saw the president but he was talking to some-
body. But Malou came to me and I'gave it (the bag) to
Malou,” the Singson employee said, referring to

Estrada's secretary.

"He (the president) saw me,” Lim said, adding that
the secretary put the bag of money beside an office

table.

Lim said she left the palace after the secretary
spoke to Singson by telephone to acknowledge the

delivery of the bag.

1 went out and boarded the vehicle of governor
Singson. 1 was so afraid back then.”

Singson turned against Estrada in early October,
teslifying at a Senate investigating committee that
he personally delivered “jueteng” bribes worth
between five and 10 million pesos to Estrada to the

presidential palace every 15 days between Novem-
ber 1998 and August 2000.

The House of Representatives impeached Estrada
last month on bribery, corruption, betraval of public

trust and culpable violation of the constitution.

He has pleaded not guilty to the charges. If found
gulilty by a two-thirds vote in the Senate he would
automatically lose his post. Court officials said the
trial could last until mid-January.

Lim had testified on Friday that she collected
"bundles of cash” worth more than 68,000 dollars
from three people including Estrada’s son and a
presidential assistant and gave them to Singson

over the past two years.

Prosecutor Salacnib Baterina asked the presiding
oflicer of the tribunal, Supreme Court chief justice

Hilario Davide, to authorize an "ocular inspection

saw him.

with this witness in Malacanang” to point out
exactly where she delivered the money and the
distance between her and the president when she

Lim also testifled Monday that she deposited on a
monthly basis a total of 9.21 million pesos in

“jueteng” payolfs from presidential aide Anton Prieto

to Singson's personal bank account in 1999.
She described the check deposits as "remittances

by Mr. Anton Prieto of 'jueteng collections' for Presi-

dent Estrada through governor Chavit Singson.”

Earlier, the 11 prosecutors from the House of

Representatives had come under fire [rom legal
groups for the absence of solid evidence so far to
back accusations that Estrada took millions of
dollars in bribes from illegal gambling bosses.

crisis.”

Musharraf has vowed to stamp
out corruption and rebuild the
economy before returning the
country to "genuine democracy”
with general elections due before
Octlober 12, 2002.

Local elections are scheduled
to begin later this month under a
bold devolution plan designed to
bring democracy to the village
level.

‘I think the military govern-
ment may try lor a sale exit while
Keeping control of the future
democratic set-up,” lormer Sindh
provincial governor Fakhruddin
G. Embrahim said.

Others said Sharifs presiden-
tial pardon, releasing him from
lengthy prison terms for hijack-
ing and tax evasion, and his
sudden departure into exile over
the weekend could signal a
change in Musharraf's plan.

“This is the best time for
Musharraf to announce elec-
tions, though | do not support the

decislon to send Sharif into exile,”
sald Nazim Hajl, the secretary of
Reformers, a non-governmental
organisation.

Members of Sharif's Pakistan
Muslim League said that with
Sharif effectively muzzled,
Musharral might be planning to
revive the parllament that was
suspended alter the coup.

‘I think the government has
two things in mind, restoration of
the suspended assemblies or
fresh elections,” central leader
Raja Zalarul Haq said.

“They should give some direc-
tion otherwise people will start
saying the army wants to prolong
its tenure.

In Oclober Musharral admit-
ted his popularily was waning
and raised the prospect of invit-
Ing “somebody to run the govern-
ment.

‘I we were not performing, |
would be the first person to be
thinking ol ways to bring some-
body who can run Pakistan

US-led panel ﬁ?gf)eé

better,” he said, prompting
rurmours that a plan was afoot (o
appoint a civilian ruler answer-
able to the military-run National
Security Council.

"For the military government
under Musharral everything was
permissible except a resurgent
Sharif. That problem has been
taken care of, few excuses
remains for holding up the return
of democracy.” DAWN newspaper
said In an editorial Monday

However official sources sald
the government was sticking to
its elections schedule.

“The process of democracy has
already started with local bodies
elections, scheduled to be held in
18-districts on December 31." an
official said.

Musharral has been under
steady international pressure to
outline a "roadmap” for a return
to civilian rule, and has promised
to abide by a supreme courl
ruling giving him three years from
the date of the coup to hold gen-
eral elections.

Mideast violence

JERUSALEM, Dec 11: AUS-led
commission of inquiry began its
investigation today into the spiral
of Middle East bloodletting two
months after being set up amid
deep divisions between Israel and
the Palestinians over its mission,
reports AFP.

The [ive-member panel,
headed by former US senator and
Northern Ireland mediator
George Mitchell, held talks with
Prime Minister Ehud Barak in
Jerusalem and is due later to
meet Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat in Gaza City.

"This commission is not a
tribunal,” committee member
Javier Solana, the EU foreign
policy chief, told reporters after a
separate meeting with Israeli
Foreign Minister Shlomo Ben
Ami.

However, neither Barak nor
other committee members made
any comments to waiting report-
ers before their meeting.

A total of 320 people have been
killed, most of them Palestinian,
since the violence exploded in late
September over a provocative
visit lo a holy Jerusalem site by
Israel's hardline opposition
leader Ariel Sharon.

"The way we understand it, the
committee aims to establish the

reasons [or the Israeli-Palestinian |

unrest and find ways to reduce
the violence," Israeli foreign min
istry director general Alon Liel
told reporters Sunday.

He said both lIsrael and the

Palestinians will be expected o |

produce a written account of their
position on the origins of the
conflict and events since the
failed Camp David peace summit
in July.

The largest part ol the panel's

work will be based on written
documents”, said Liel, adding
that the committee would not
carry out an independent investi-
gation.

The Palestinilans lasl
accused Israel of trying to dilute
the powers of the committee.

‘Such attempts can only be

interpreted as recognition that an |
hold

objective inquiry would
Israel accountable for much of
the violence in the
unrest,
minister Yasser
charged Thursday.

Israel has been accused by the
UN Human Rights Commission
and international rights groups ol
using excessive lorce against
Yalestinians, who have borne the
brunt of casualties during .the
conflict.
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Sales & Distribution Division-2.

; Te-nder Notice

PDB.

Repair & maintenance of car No Jessore-
Ma-02-0015 ol

Sales & Distribution

Division-2. PDB. Jessore office.

| Name of

olfice Jessore.
7 Name ol

'\kt}fk
% Eligibility of

‘A’ 10 ‘C’ class PDB enlisted contractors’

contractor firms & bonafide automobile repairing
| firms.
| 4. Estmated Tk 39.610/= (thirty-nine thousand. six
| cos| hundred ten) only.
| 5. Price ol Tk 30/= (thirty) only (non-refundable).
| tender
| 6. Place & date (1) Can be purchased from the office of
| ol having Chicf Enginecr, Distribution,
| tender Weslern Zone, PDB, Khulna.
| (2) Superintending Engincer, Operation
& Maintenance Circle, PDB,
Jessore.
(3) Janata Bank. Chanchra branch.
Jessore on permission of Executive
Engincer, Sales & Distribution
Division-2, PDB. Jessore up 1o
20-12-2000.,

7 ¢ Date ol Tenders will be received by the office of
receiving & the (1) Chielt Engineer. Distribution,
“P‘a"f"i-'- Western  Zone, PDB, Khulna, (2)
eAed Superintending Engineer, Operations & |

Maintenance Circle, PDB, Jessore & (3)
The undersigned up o 12-00 loon of 21-

1 2-2000)

and

the tender

opened on the same day at 12-30 PM ip
presence (if any) of the tenderers. Other
terms & conditions of tender should be

complicd with properly.

BiddutJana-1012(3)/2000-200)

| DFP-28989-29/11
G-2162

box  will Iu:

Executive Engineer l
Sales & Distribution Division-2 |
PDB. Jessore. |

Tapan Dey writes a poem with his nose as curious children look on
in Calcutta yesterday. Tapan can also write with his ear and even
with both hands at the same time in different languages. The 32-
year-old history student is hoping to have his achievements

recorded in the Guinness Book of World Records.

- AFP photo

Afghan civil war enemies
meet in Turkmenistan

ASHKHABAD, Dec 11: The two
sides in Afghanistan's civil war
came [ace Lo face for the first time
this year for talks with UN media-
tion in the Turkmen capltal
Ashkhabad, negotiators [rom the
United Nations said late Sunday,
reports AFP.

The United Nations special
representative to Afghanistan,
Francesc Vendrell, sald that the
atmosphere at the talks between
representatives ol the opposing
sides at dinner in Ashkhabad had
been relaxed.

"It was an informal meeting, or
dinner, in which Informal talks
took place in the Iramework of the

agreement arrived by the (wo
sides with the secretary general
lo open a process of dialogue to
achieve a political settlement,
Vendrell told AFP.

The almosphere was relaxed,
people were Iriendly to each
other, they spoke quite openly.
They talked like people sitting
around the table lor dinner, not
wanting to end up throwing the
cutlery al each other,” he added.

The Alghan loes held separale

meelings Saturday with Vendrell, |

alter being invited to

Turkmenistan to mark the [ifth |
anniversary ol its Neutrality Day |

on December 12.

week |

current |
alestinian information |

exercise books. some

(TLM) of C

ommissioner. Comilla
Othicers till 17/

[aka

3(H)/-

of the Deputy
submitted with tender
accept or reject any tender.
DFP-29623-6/12

2160

(r

(non-retundable)

| dictalor

Exit polls

[liescu elected
president of
Romania

BUCHAREST, Dec 11: Leftist
leader Jon lliescu was elected
president of Romania with 70 per
cent of the vote in run-off elec-
tions held Sunday, defeating
hardline nationalist Corneliu
Vadim Tudor, according to the
results of two exit polls, reports
AFP.

Polling stations closed at 9:00
pm (0100 BST), with turnout at
00.4 per cent at 8:00 pm, the
central election bureau said.

The IMAS firm said lliescu, 70,
who was previously Romania's
lirst elected president from 1990-
1996 following the 1989 ouster of
Nicolae Ceausescu,
garnered 70.2 percent of the vote

| against 29.8 percent for Tudor.

INSOMAR's exit poll for Roma-
nian public television put Iliescu
at 70.5 per cent of the vote and

| Tudor at 29.5 per cent of the vote.
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Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Deputy Commissioner, Comilla
(TLM Section)

Re-Tender Notice

Memo No-1-20/2000-227(250)/TLM

I'enders in sealed envelopes are invited from bonafide
manufactures/traders/suppliers for purchasing chalk, duster,
training
thread 1n order to implement the Total Literacy Movement
milla district under *Pathikrit Comilla’ Samity.
| ender schedule containing detailed terms and conditions can
be purchased from TLM Section
and ottices of

-12-2000 during otfice hours on payment of

received in the tender box kept at the office of the Deputy
Commisstoner, Comtla on 1X-12-2000 till 12:00 Noon and
will be opened the same day at 1:00 PM 1n presence of the
tenderers or nominated representatives (if anyone remains
present). Security money at the rate of 5
in the form ot Pay Order trom any scheduled bank in favour
COommissioncr,

| he authonty reserves the power to

ate: 30/11/2000

materials and needle and

of the oltice of the Deputy
all Upazila Nirbahi

in cash. Tenders will be

of the quoted cost

Comilla will have to be

Deputy Commissioner

Comilla

WASHINGTON. Dec 11:

States, reports IPS.

Immigration and

asylum than in the past.

The administra-
tion of US President Bill Clinton Is proposing
lo make It easfer for victims of domestic
violence abroad to win asylum in the United

Under changes in the Immigration rules
proposed by the Justice Department and the
Naturalization
(INSO), baltered women may be able to claim
‘membership in a particular soclal group”
under US law, a status which should make
asylum judges more inclined to grant them

The changes bring US asylum law for
domestic abuse Into line with similar reforms
implemented by Britain, Australia,
Zealand and Canada In recent years. It has
been favoured by Immigration-rights and
women's groups who argued thal domestic
violence amounts o real persecution for

'—l'———l-_—-l-——_—_._.—___l' R e —
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Lthelr abusers.

Service

An Immigration

New

many women In socleties where they lack the
abllity to gain redress or protection from

The rules changes was prompted by a
controversial case involving a Guatemalan
woman, Rodl Alvarado Pena., who suflered
repeated beatings by her husband over come
than 10 years before [leeing to San Francisco
where she currently lives.
Judge !
granted Alvarado asylum on the grounds
that she belonged o a perseculed soclal
group delined as "Guatemalan women who
have been involved Intimately with Guate-
malan male companlons, who belleve that
women are o live under male domination,
Bul a majority In a sharply-divided, 15-
member Immigration appeals court last year
decided that she could not win asylum
because there was no Indication that her

US to ease asylum for victims
of domestic violence

culture.

here originally

husband threatened any other members ol
that group ol Guatemalan women other than
hersell. As such a group did not exist, it said,
she could not claim membership In it.

The court also lound that Alvarado had
falled to show that her husband beat her
because she was opposed to patriarchal

Under US law, a person can be granted
asylum only {I he or she establishes a well-
founded fear of persecution if returned home
on account of one of five protected grounds:
race, religion, nationality, political opinion or
membership In a particular social group.

Essentially, the difference between the
immigration judge and the immigration
appeals court was over the question ol
whether battered women could qualify as a
“particular soclal group,”

Bangladesh Power Development Board
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ienders 1n

Scaled

contractors as per terms & conditions mentioned in this notice, ftor

the undermenuoned work

| Name ol work

Supply

Ol summer
Techmical
4.;:11ptnxu‘~ Ol

Tender Notice

I’D HH.IFL‘.*“-

T-2 form are invited from

hveries ftor the
and Security Guard
Distnbution Division,

Madanpur

2. Estimated cost

|',LHH\[ IMINCh 2 be,

K 81,200/~
Yoo of the quoted price through Bank
Dratty Pav-Order 1n

the

favour ol

Deputy Director (A:). Zonal Accounts
Office, PDB, Fandpur.

4 Lender a)
document o
be had at h)

Chict Engineer, Distribution, West
Zone, PDB, Khulna.
Supenntending

O&M

Engineer,

Circle, PDB, Fandpur.
¢)  Agrani Bank, Puran Bazar Branch,
Madanpur.

5 Price of tender
document

(. Ehgibility ol
contractors Ol

Last date of

selimg

schedule

N Date & time ol @ 21
rceCiving
tender

U Date & time ol
opening tender

1), Place to el

submit tender

| BidduU/PR-1007(3y2000-200]

DFP-28084-20/11
G-2161

| 22000 up 1o 12:00 Noon.

21-12-2000 at 12:30 PM.

Chiel Engineer, Distribution, Wesl

Zone, PDB. Khulna.

b)  Supenntending
Circle, PDB, Fandpur.

¢)  Orhce of the undersigned.

e e e . Al S A e S T

Fach sel Taka 100 = (non-refundable).

PD Board's enhisted A, B. C & D class
contractors
supphier firms,
M)-12-2000)

and bonahde hvenes

Engincer, O&M

Executive Engineer
Distribution Division, PDB
Madaripur.
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