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rememnber

still the mgeht
lewu Franco died (Noy 19.

<0, 18975). It was a bitterly
cald winter night. For weeks
rumonrs had been g'”“(*u]n["]g
i the country that Franco was
seriously ill. that he was on a
Hle-support machine. that he
was being kept artificially alive
by s sou-in-law. the Marquess
ol Villaverde for politteal rea-
sons. On the sireers, there was
a mixed sense of  aoeertainty,
lear and hope. Ater all. he was
no ordinary man Francisco
Paulmo Teodulo Hermenegildo
Franco Bahamonde was the
Caudillo " and Head ol state ol
Spain (by the ?m'r of God).
Conunander-in-chiel  and Gen-
eralissimo of all its armed
forces. He had been at the
helm of altairs o Spain  for
nearly torty vears and without
his direct or indirect approval
nothing could happen in the
couniry. Thar mght. as myv wife
and 1 remained awake in bed.
huddied under several blan-
kets.  histening 1o our old
ftatthiul transistor radio, we
hall-expected the news of the
death of the dictator
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LETTER FROM EUROPE

Spain: The Death of a Dictator and the Rebirth of a Nation

Today, twenty-five years after Franco’s death, Spain is a different country. It has undergone
an amazing metamorphosis from the laughing stock of Europe to one of the most respected
nations of the continent. There have been enormous political, social, cultural and economic
changes in the country. The only ghost from the past which still haunts the nation is ETA

terrorism. The feeling of collective shame has disappeared from the Spanish mind. It is
a full-fledged democracy based on the principles of human rights.

by Chaklader Mahboob-ul Alam

grict openly. the voung ad the
nitellectnals could not celehrate
the occasion 1 pubhic bhecanse
no one was absolnelv sure
which way the wheels ol lortune
would tarm and Franco s jails
were not the happiest places 10
be in. They Kknew how. aller
the end of the civil war in 1934,

with tmplacable cruelty, the
regnne had  carried out  the
excontion,  expulsion, Incar-

ceration and purge of hundreds
of thousands of so-called dissi-
dents. On that chilly November
morning. all across the country
many people felt worried about
aned there

A1 unceertain tatare
were oo reasons 1o Joeel ik
thalt.

Fhe comntry was e the
(e ol an econonne aned polincal
crisis, In the sixues, the dec-
dade-long  economic  boom (N
Earope had provided employ-
ment to a million or so Spanish
mugrant workers in the tactories

ol Gernmnany, France, Italyv and
oswitzerland. Thanks 1o a re-
vised economic policy flor al-

HOSHE twenty vears
his  nunisters hadd faaled 1o
undersioand the haste prnciples
of a modern ceconouivy i abonl

Franco and

‘~ Next dav [quite sunmy but  the same time (19651 o 1973
very cold). some of my frends  Spam (oo had undergone great
and elderly members (not the changes and had come out ol
vounngeer onesl ol my wile s its econonuc 1solation with an
tamily wept and stood for hours  astonishing average vearly

growth rate of 7 per cent (politi-
cal isolation from Europe and
the rest ol the western world
still continued). The Spanish
cconomy had been opencd up
outside  investment which

i1 a very long gueve outside the
roval palace at Plaza de Oriente
it Madrid to pay homage to the
memory of the cdead man. while
others  rejoiced.  Unlike  the
mourners who showed their o

All health information to keep
you up to date

Know Your Medicines

NSAIDs : Non-steroidal anti-

inflammatory drugs

Examples of NSAIDs are:
Aspirin. Diclofenac, Indomethacin,
Acid, Naproxen. etc

¥ | What are NSAIDs used for? :

NSAIDs are used to relieve some of the syinptoms caused by
arthritis. such as swelling. stiffness and jomnt pain. Some are
used to rebeve a painful shoulder. elbow or knee 'pains, goul.
nienstrual efamps. 'sprauts or strains.

' Soin# NSAIDs mav dlso be used as pain-killers in relievin
other kKinds of pain. They mnav also be used in other medica
conditions as determined by vour doctor.

Aspirin is also used to lessen the chance of stroke. heart at-
tack. or other problems caused by blood clots

How should I take these medicines?

These medicines are best taken with a full glass of water witl
lood or antacids

It 1s nnportant that vou

* do not take more of these medicines:

* do not take it more often than directed:

* do not take them for a longer period than directed

If vou are taking these medicines for arthritis. take them
regulariy as directed

What should I do if I forget a dose?

Take the mssed dose as soon as you remember it. If it is al-
most tune lor the next dose, do not take the missed dose. Do
not double vour next dose to make up for the missed one.

What other effects may these medicines cause?

Certain side eflects as the. following are not unusual and
many even disappear during treatment. If any effect persists or
Is severe. check with your doctor or pharmacist.

* nausea. vomiting, headache. skin rash. diarrhoea, stom-
ach pain fTaking wrh tood may help to lessen this effect)

If the following effects occur. they may indicate more serious
side effects. Contact vour doctor at once.

*bloody black stools. hives on the body. swelling of the eve-
lids or mouth ‘

What precautions should I take?

Inform vour doctor 1f

* yvou are allergic 1o any medicine;

* vou have stomach ulcer. kidney disease or high blood pres-
sure;

* vou are taking anv other medicine:

* vou are pregnant or intend to be pregnand

* vou are bhreast-leeding
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Small Act Big Fact

Many people are seen taking their tableis or capsules with
st a lew sips ol water. It is important to understand that
pathiie medicines are strong chemicals. If taken with onlv =
sips ol water they manv not get absorbed properly  Naens g

Ketoprofen. Melenamic

they niay canse inflammanton and uleers in the inner havag of
the stomac b
| Fomorrow: Children first, and other tips.
— — — =

Garfield @

I'M WRITING A
LETTER TO SANTA

had led to rapid induastrialisa-
tion of the conntry

These two phenomena had
changed the social and poliical
climate ol the country. From
hasically an  agricultural soci-
civ, In a mater of onlv a lew
vears Spain had become trans-
formed Into an industrialised
nrban socilety. Industrialisation
had meant a significant move-
ment of population. It had
virtnally  depopulated many
villages by forcing its inhabi-
tants to migrate to newly cre-
ated industrial areas. close to
the cities. which, m tarn had
helped to break down the old
rural social order by creating «
new class ol industrial workers

with plenty of cash in theu
pockets. In 1973, all this was
hronght to an abrupt halt by
the Middle East war and the
subsequent decision of the
OPEC countries (o raise the
prices of oil substantiallv. The

factaries in  western Europe
started laving off hundreds ol

thousands of Spanish  guest
workers. who lirst  stopped
sending money (much needed

foreien exchange lor industriali-

sationl.  then  started  coming
back L thereby increasing
the nuwber of unemployed,

I 1-1‘:]-.,”[;_' l'l,ll I

| now realise

that the tume was 1) liar A
political change. There was
new reality the society bhoth
irom SOCHa anch OO0

points of view had undergone
profound changes. Yet Franco
had hardly made any changes
in the political structure ol the
country. Actually Franco and
his ministers were so sell com-
placent and so far removed
Irom reality that it did not even
oceur 1o them that econon
and  social  changes would
eventually put pressure on the
political establishment 10
change. Theyv did not undes-
stand that the new problems
could not he solved with remes
chies ol s Froblems

lated to midustiral labour rcla-
tions could not be solved with-
oul mdependent labour unions
(the existing unions were spoii-
sored and controlled by the
government). One could not
even think of having something

‘Ir.l"\l

akin to a welfare state with free

primary and secondary- educa-
tion and a good healthcare
system  without an ‘adequate
liscal policy (hardly anyone paid
any direct taxes). Allmost 25 per
cent of national wealth was
concentrated in one per cent of
the population. Spain is a big,
diverse and disparate country
with different languages and
cultures in different regions.
The Spanish government,
under Franco was so central-
ised in Madrid and so much
emphasis was placed on Cas-
tilian as the only Spanish lan-
guage that people in other re-
gions like Catalunva and
Basque country were hostile to
the idea of being called as
Spaniards. Even the Catholic
Church, which had given its
whole-hearted backing to the
regune withdrew “its support
partially because of its repres-
SIVE measures. As the gap
between the social reality and
the rigid government policies
grew. there were more student
demonstrations. social protests
and industrial strikes (in 1973,
the number of days lost in
strikes was the highest in the
liistory of the regime) and -ter-
rorist attacks. And with every
demonstration. protest or
strike, the government became
Increasingly more repressive,
(There were [ive executions by
Franco's firing squad only fifty
days before his death). Franco
was aghast to find that many
students who participated in
demonstrations and demanded
something called “democracy”
came from well-to-do middle
class families. He just could
not understand why this un-
grateful nation was going
through a process of “moral,
religions and political  degen-
]
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TUE BDDY OF AND THE
ouR MISSING CORPSE WAS
DOUB\II.J‘;E AGENT, HEADLESS /

eration”.  "Only  God under-
stands me ., he conlided to one
of his doctors

Todav. twentv-five vears al-
ter Franco's death, Spain is a
cifferent country, It has under-
gone an amazing metamorpho-
sis from the laughing stock ol
Europe to one of the most re-
spected nations of the conti-
nent, There have been enor-
mons  political, social. eultural
and economic changes in the
countryv. The only ghost from
the past which still haunts the
nation is ETA terrorism. The
evhmg ol colleetive shame has
dhisappearcd from the Spaish

mind. It oas a tadl-Mledged  de-
mocracy bhased on the princi-
ples of human rights. There is
no censorship. Complete free-
dom of expression has been
restored. Political parties from
extreme right to extreme left
can freely participate in the
democratic process. People are
no longer afraid of the army. On
the contrary. the Spaniards are
proud® of the fact that their
soldiers are serving as peace-
keepers in different parts ol the
world. Military dictatorship. il
secis has been banished from
the - political scene for ever.
[solation is a thing of the past.
sSpain has become fully mnte-
grated into the western world,
both politically and economi-
callv. It is a member of the
NATO and the European Eco-
nowmic Union. During his last
vears. Franco had opened the
Spanish economy (o outside
investiment. Now it is the turn
of the Spaniards to Iinvest
abroad. They are buying up
conipanies in Europe, North
and South America, often in the

New Technology sector. The
fiscal system has been com-
pletely overhauled. Todayv: mosit
Spaniards pay their taxes,

Hundreds of millions of dollars
(often coming from the EU as
subsidies) have been invested to
modernise the country's infra-
structure, education and
healthcare system. During this
period. more jobs have been
created in Spain than anywhere
else in Europe. Women. in large
numbers, have entered the
labour market. Today. more
thau 60 per cent of university
students are womnen. Franco's
centralised governmenl! in Ma-
drid has given way to a decen-

‘tralised structure with power on

many matters devolving to the
sevelleen autonomous regions
Unity among diversity is the
theme of the day. People are no
longer afraid of being hauled up
by the police for writing or
speaking in one of the regional
languages. There is religious
freedom. No one is going to bat
an evelid if vou said that vou
were a Muslim, a Jew or a Prot-
estant. The Catholic Church
which was definitely one of the
pillars of the' Establishment has
lost most of its power. Today,
there are mosques, synagogues
and protestant churches, where
one can pray openly. which was
forbidden wunder the Franco
regime. How did this miracle
happen in such a short time?

Linlike the two other fascist
dictatorships (Hitler and Mus-
solini) in Europe, Franco did
not come to power as a result ol
a political movement His was a

military uprising against the
Republic. In 1936. he rose up
i open rebellion  against the
constitutionally  clected  pov-
ernment of Spain and thus
started the civil war which

lasted for three and a hall vears

and left more than a million
dead. In his endeavour 1o cap
ture power. he soon obtained
support  from  the Catholic
Church, the Falange (a fascist
partvl and the monarchists
(who wanted to  abolish  the
Republic and restore monar-
clivl. By no means were these
groups firiendlv to each othes
Neither did thev have a com-
mon cause except the destruc-

by Jim Da-vis

‘o of the republic

which lrom
thell point of view was too left-
Ist, Franco, who, no doubt was
very shirewd. untted these dj-
verse  groups into o one  entiny
called  “the Movimiento  Na
clonal - which funcruoned as the
oitly political party  in Spaan

oo by

was  persuaded

the Establishunent o thimk ol
the Tature i ot for anviehing
else but for the sake ol i
smooth transition after  his
cdeath. No one wanted 1o have
another civil war., The objective
was to have a constitntional

lramework which would give the
governing clique (basically the

armed forces under  Admiral
Carrero Blancol some respect-
ability and under which Fran-
coism could continue  aftey

Franco s death. Franco did not
understand  democracy and
wils distrustiul of the Falange
Even though Franco did not like
Don Juan. the legitimate heir 1o
the Spanish throne, at heart hie
was a monarchist. So it came
as no surprise when his health

staried 1o fail. approximately
six vears betore his death. he
chose Don Juans sorn. Priones
Juan Carlos as his heir. The

voung prince had been brought
back to Macdrid from exile ar the

age ol ten in 1948 and had
been  given  an inupaculate
Spanish education under the
personal guidance of Franco

(The prince s parents continued
to live in exile.) Fle had been
carclhully indoctrinated with tle

principles ol the Movimiento
The day aftter the Prince was
named as kFrancos successol
he was made 1o swear alle-
giance to the Movionento and to
the “lundamental laws ol the
realim . Franco's men felt reas
surecd that restoration ol morn-
archyv would not aflect their
powers and prerogatives acl-
versely because the country
would be run according to “the
fundamental laws of realn

described as
philosophy

conld he
political

wieh
Francos

his doctrine. his grand design
lor Spain ey thought that
Franco would wmerely be re-
Ijl.}ff'il ) the Kking eveln
though on paper he would

Inherit ammense powers) not as
a chictator bur as o titular head

[svervihing else would renian
Lhie . s Thus  Francoismi
would continue  even  when
Franco hunself was gone. They

did not Kknow rthat the King had
other ideas.  The onlv hint he
gave that things were going 10
be different when in his inaugu-
ration speech as the klny_frut'
Spain on November 22, 19705
he said that he wanted to be
the king of all the Spaniards,
not of one laction or the other

Todav. we realise that bv an

amazing stroke of fortune which
probably happens onlv once in

a blue moon, Spain found ex-
actlvy what it needed at this
juncture ol history - a leader

with a verv rare virtue. that was
a leader. who instead ol
amassing power for himsell
wonld return most of his near-
absolute power Lo the |1t’l~}1|l* In
other words, mstead ol being a
dictator. he would become o
constitutional monarch This
was a revolutionarv idea even
though it came from a King. The
most difficult part of the project
was that democracy had to be
achieved with the help of exist-
ing laws, without any blood-
shed and without an open
rebellion from Francoist Estab-
hshment with poweriul vested
interests in every hield. It was
incdeed a tormidable task

The Spaniarcds did not ex-
pect much from the new king.
who was only thirtv-seven vears
old at that thme. He was not
even considered to be an intelli-
gent person. (How intelligent
one has to be to look like an
idiot for such a long time!) At
best, they thought the country

would be run by  tlie
Movimijento with the King as
the figurehead. At worst, they

leared that sooner or later there
will be a military take-over by a
section  of the  army The
chances of the latter happening

lution like the one that over-
threw the Salazar dictatorship
in Portugal only a vear and

Ly lt before Framco's deatl),
because of geographical prox-
imity. there was  genuine {ear

i1 cértain sectors that sotne-
thing stmilar conld happen
opain as well. There was [ear
and confusion everywhere., Not
many., in their wildest hmagina-
fon could think that the voung
king had a plan to dismantle
Francoisim. surrender s pow-

ers and put in place a consti-
turion by which parliamentary
democracy would be restored,
i short to transform a dicta-
torship into democracy. The
situation was getting worse on
the streets, There were violent
demonstrations and shootings
by the police. The king knew
that he had to act quickly in
order to stop the cycle of vio-
lence and take the Movimiento

by surprise in choosing the
man who wonld execute the
plan. He also knew he had to

the
1ok pl;u r'
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Then the events
In guick succession. The wind
of change was blowing and
nothing conld stop it. On 18tk
November, 1976 (not even a full
vear aller Franco's death), a
political  reformn bill.  which
would Introduce universal suf-
frage and a parllament coon-
sisting ol wwo  liouses, was
passed by Franco's parliament.
A referendum endorsed the bill
on December 15, 1976 by an
overwhelinimg majority. lnme-
diately  afterwards.  political
parties, including the Commu-
nist  party were recognised.
Irade unions were legalised and
the right to strike was officially
acknowledged. In April. 1976,
the Movimiento, the corner-
stone ol Franco establishment
was abolished. Then came
amnesty for political prisoners,
the Moncloa Economic Agree-
ment (1977) and finally the
Constitution (Dec. 6, “78). Thus
the stage was set for the con-

reform.,

was greater. Even Franco lmm-  make the right choice. He had  solidation of democracy and a
sl Was worried abont the 1o choose a man who would be inodern eCcolnomy T}]-f;" ]-u“g's.
transition He Knew that G relatively voung, well conver- position as the delender of
simooth transition hinged on th sant with the functioning of the democracy was further
lovalty ol the armed florces. 5o, Movimiento and Francos gov - strengthened after a coup at-
inunediately before his deatl) ernment, And. above all. he had tempt in 1981 was thwarted by
he wrote in longhand a per- (o he a reformer genuinely  his  decisive intervention. He
sonal message to the com- nierested in parliamentary remains  nmensely popular
manders of the armed forces  (emocracy. By July. 1976, the among the Spaniards and is
asking them 1o be as loval 1o king had made up his mind widely accepted as the svinbol

the Prince as vou have been to
me during my lifetime ., Since
he did not trust his prime in-
ister Arias Navarro, nor his wile
for this purpose. he handed
over the note to his daughter

unity and stability, Prime
minister Suarez, resigned from
his office in 1981. In a recent
interview. he confessed that he
did not have a magic formula
lor such phenomenal success in

about his choice. He persuaded of
Prime Minister Arias-Navarro. a
cdie-hard Francoist to  step
down and with the inestimable
help of his tutor and advisor
Prol. Fernandez-Miranda. ma-

lor transnnssion alter his death noeuvred an obscure politician  political transition. No doubt. it
W hat L ranco did during his ~ from  the Franco apparatus required a lot of hard work,
Lt Spaniards should  called Suarez to the position of stecly nerves dogged determi-
be thankiul to him for this wise Prime Minister . For the second nation and unequalled negoti-

clecision
Althongh there was hardly
possibility of a leltist revo-

time in a course ol several
months byv another stroke of

fortune, Spain found the right

ating skills. Spaniards owe an
inmmense debt of gratitude to
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BANGLADESH ELECTRICITY METER COMPANY LIMITED
Head Office : Sattar Bhaban (2nd Floor), 3/3 E,Bijoy Nagar, Dhaka-1000

NOTICE OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING (EGM)

AND 15TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby Served for the EGM and 15th AGM of Bangladesh Electricity
Meter Company Limited (BEMCO) will be held on Sunday the 31st December,
2000 at 11 A.M. and 1:30 P.M respectively in the Factory Premises at 208, Baizid
Bostami Road, Nasirabad Industrial Area, Chittagong to transact the following
business.

( Agenda for E.G.M )

T A P A

1. To discus and amend clauses in The Memorandum and Articles of
Association of the Company.

Agenda for 15th Annual General Meeting)

1. To confirm the minutes of the 14th Annual General Meeting held on

30th December 1999.
2. To receive and adopt the Directors Report and the audited accounts for the
year ended 31st December, 1999 and the Auditors Report thereon.
3. To elect Directors.
4. To consider appointment of the Auditors for the year 2000 and to fix remuneration.
5. To transact any other business of the Company with the permission of the chair.

By order of the Board
Muhammad Safiullah
For Company Secretary
Notes:

1. The Share transfer register of the Company will remain closed from 17th December

| to 31st December, 2000 (both days inclusive). During this period no share transfer will
be effected.

2. Proxy form duly filled in, affixed with revenue stamp of Tk. 8.00 shall be deposited at
the rergistered office of the Company before 48 hours of the meeting. A proxy need
not be a member of the Company.

Special service

for the

rtoly Ramadan

FO’I/‘

exact time of I ftar

Cg
the last time of Sehrt

in Dhaka and its adjacent areas

from any GP mobile
from any place under GP coverage

Normal Airtime rates will apply for this special service

GrameenPhone
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