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India to offer 25
oil blocks for

exploration

NEW DELHIL. Dec 9: India
will invite bids from private and
state<-run firms next week for
the exploration of 25 oil blocks.
Petroleam Minister Ram  Naik
said Saturdav. reports AFP.

He told a business conler-
ence 1o of the oil blocks were

located oflshore and nine on
land.
The minister said new oil

sources needed to be developed
quickly as domestic annual oil
producton was just 32 illion
tonnes. compared with annual
consumption of 100 million
tonnes.

India's total oil reserves are
estimated at 28 Dbillion tonnes
put of which only 6.85 billion
tonnes have so far been discov-
ered,

Nailk said the government
was investing 75 billion rupees
(1.6 billion dollars) to increase
the ontput of the country s
largest oil field Bombay High,
located off the western Indian
coastline

New corporate
sales manager
of Scancem

Engineer Sau-
mitra  Mutsu-
et has  re-
cently joined
Scancen Ban-
dladesh  Lan-
el Is
L orporate
Sales Mana-
Tl A B l\[l‘m'-.. l'l‘ll‘,]u‘
He worked i various re-
puted loreign engineering or-
ganisations including Nishi-
matsu Construction Co  Lid.
Chivoda Corporation and Hivo-
shi Corporation of Japan and
Snowy Mountain Engineering
Corporation International Ptv
Ltd of Australia in important
positions

He participated in fraining
courses and seminars at home
and abroad during his profes-
sional life

oscancem Bangladesh Lian-
ited is the producer of world-
fanious Scancement brand ce-
ment. a company within the
globailv-renowned Heidelberge:
Zement Group. the third largesit
cement manufacturer of the
world and the largest cement
manufacturer inEurope

Job, consumer
data signal softter
US economy

WASHINGTON. Dec 9: The
LS 'illl]]*""\"h rate rose ofl its 30-
vear low and a kev gauge of
consumner  sentunent plun-
meted. underscoring a softeniung

s

?_[i'l

in the once-soaring US econ-
omy. savs Reuters
Bt the governimment s

monthly emplovinent report. a

crucial indicator ol the econ-
omyvs strength. also suggested
on Friday that wage inflation

has crept higher. Some analysts
said this might constrain the
Federal Reserve as it considers
whether to give the economy a
litt with a cut in imterest rates
The unemploviient rate
inched up to 4 per cent in No-
vember from Octobers 3.9 per

cent rate,. which had been a
three-decade low. The labour
DP!}HHIIIE“IH S report also

showed a tepid 94.000 gain in
payvrolls ouiside the farm sec-
for

Bul in a more dramatic
nal of potential economic weak-
ness. the University of Michigan
said on Friday that its con-
sumer sentiment index for De-
cember slumped to 97.4 in the
prelimmary reading from a final
November reading of 107.6

“This morning s jobs figures
are by 1o means a smoking gun
for the Fed.” said Richard
Berner. chief US economist at
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter in

\.I'IE_

New York. "Thev don't give the

Fed a clarion call to ease.”
Yet Berner noted job-market

weakness alwavs tends to lag

slowdovwns in the broader econ-

omy as emplovers - who have
I ~ame used to competing
f: elv for workers - are rehic-

ta | 10 ];1_\,’ pv(:-plr

hi ug plans in the early stages
ol 1 cconomic cooling

He and other economists
sald the consumer sentiment

figiires were a lond and cleas
signal that steep losses in the
Are
Americans,
which is likely to translate into

Composite index

(i WOrry

Nasdaq
starting

Siower consuner spending
Financial markets showed .

punxed reaction (o the dara
Stocks rallied on the asstuiang-
14000} ll]l' I'_*'(l u-r:uirl I'H' IR
likely to iriim rates. but intla-
ton-sensitive bhond prices shd
As investors fretted about the

continued signs of wage infla-

1101

off or shelve

The Nasdaq composite index
ended with a big gain ol 163.67
points, or 595 per cent. al
2.016.32, according to the lat-
est data, while the Dow Jones

=

industrial average added 95.55

points, or (.90 per cent, o
10.712.9).

The 94,000 increase in No-
vember non-farm pavrolls [(ell

short of the 140.000 projected
by LIS ecomnomists in a Reuters
survey. It followed an  event
shimmer job gam of 77 (00 i
October - winch wis donwardls
revised  from  the g wasn

As corporate Bangladesh is
bracing for long holiday Irom
l)kuﬁ‘mr 22. the countrv's
business associations may ap-
peal to the government to Keep
sonme essential services open 1o
facilitate trade and commerce

“We will appeal to the gov-
ermment in a day or two to keep
at least three kev mstitutions
open Export Promotion u-
reau (EPB), the ports and banks

<o that the readyvmade gar-
ments (RMG) sector is not hit
by this unprecedented closure
of offices.” said Anisur Ralunan

Export, import, r
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By Inam Ahmed

Sinha, President of BGMEA.

“It it is not possible to keep
these offices fully open. they
should run with a skeleton
stafl,” said Sinha. "December (s
a cracial month tor the RMG
industry because ol the quota
ending period.”

Redwan Ahhned, President of
Bangladesh LExporters Associa-
tion, also made similar obhser-
Vallons,

“All exports will be hit by
this long holidav.” said Redwan.
“This an uncalled-tor situa-
tion and we also demand that

I

key he
(Il!f‘l]

A top member of Bangladesh
Shippers’ Council. MR All, said
the holldav will not only affect
export-oriented mdustries, bud
also the import-dependent
olIes.,

“"We already have a CONEes-

organisations

tton-like situation at the port
and cargo  clearance  duaring
Ramaclkan s quite slow, Now, ||

the operation at the anchorage
remains suspended lor so long
on the eve ol Bl it will wreak
havoc,” said: the Counctl men-
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DHAKA, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10. 2000

'BGMEA wants key offices|
open during Eid holidays.

evenue feared to be hard hit

ber.

“The special arrangement 1o
keep banks open on December
30 will serve our purpose a
little, sald Engineer MA Taher.
adding “it often takes davs to
negotiale a  document or (o
open a Le -

Besides, the revenue collec-
tion target for December may
also be hit by the long holiday
An NBR official said as exports
and activities i domestic -
custries will remann elosed 1oy o
long pertod.  collections  rom
these two heads will dip.
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BANGKOK. Dec & Over the
next decade, hunger in Asia will

become prinarily an  urban
phenomenon.  foreing — Asian

states to vastly boost food pro-
duction to stave oll starvation
in their cities, the UN said ves-
terday, reports AFP.

By 2010 almost hall the re-
gion's inhabitants are likely to
reside in cities, a report by the
UN's Food and Agricultural
Organisation (FAQ) said
"Meeting the expanding and
diversified food needs of the
rapidly increasing urban popii-
lation will be one of the greatesl

challenges facing Asia.” 1t saidl
At  present growth rates.
food supplies to leed [Asian)

urban areas must double every
fourteen vears to avoid mass
starvation. said an advance
copy of the report. titled “teed-
ing Asian cities.

"The FAO predicted that the
population of the Asia-Pacilic
region will rise by forty per cenl
by 2010 and that in the neai
future Asia will have most ol

thie world s largest cities

Rapid urban growtl ac-
companied by an increase in
both the number and propor-

.['n.

tion ol poor households living
close to or below the povert
hine, it said

O the world's 800 million

chromcally undernourished
people. over 500 mithon will hive
111 Asia. it said.

Unless Asian states develop
innovative new urban tood S -

ply and  distribution Pro-
grammes, many ol these poor
households will  sutler from
inadequate nutrition, it said

Overcrowding and hunger i
major Asian cities also could
begin to threaten the environ-
ment and regional stability.” the
FAO said

Asian cities "already lace 1n-
creasing  pollation  and  high
incidences of poverty-related
diseases.” the report said

Staving off poteritial disaste)
will require a multilacetecd re-
sponse. the FAO warned

Asia must boost food output to
stave off urban hunger: UN

must uatilize
interacton ol

Asian nations
“the coordinated
all-parties - lood producers,
Lransporters. market operators
and the mvriad ol retail sellers,
the report sald

‘It requires  constant  im-
proveinents in the  quality ol
transport. conununicaton and
chistribution svstenns it re-
(uires a shared understanding
Among  city  ollicials of  the
problems” of hunger

And Asia must also work to
boost lood safety so that poor
urban dwellers who try to feed
hemselves are not hit by food-
bhorne diseases.

The FAO report was com-
piled from the results of a re-
ojonal seminar on food security
held in Bangkok from Nov 27 to
S0).

Regional and local authori-
ties along with 11011~
sovermunental organisations and
mternational aid groups from
27 countries, had met in the
I'hai capital for the seminar.

Higher oil prices
hit Indian govt
finances

NEW DELHI. Dec 9: Higher
world oil prices will cost the
Indian government 40 billion

rupees (900 million dollars) in
subsidies this vear. Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha said
todav. reports AFP

Indian. winch imports nearly
70 per cent of its oil. raised the

price of petrolewun products
after crude surged to a nine-
vear high. hovering at more
than 30 dollars a barrel tlus

summer belore the
last two weeks

But under political pressure
the government raised price
subsidies to offset part of the

HICTCASE.

falling in

!

The

Zonal Conference

of Jessore

of Golden Life

Zone

Insurance Limited was held in the Zilla School auditorium
recently. A K.M. Mostafizur Rahman, Managing Director

of the company, attended as chief guest along

with Kazi

Ataur Rahman, SEVP (ADS), and Mazezul Islam. In-

Charge, Bandhu Bima Prakalpa.

The conference was

presided over by Mohammad Ali, Head Master of Jessore

Zilla School.

— Golden Life photo

BAGHDAD, Dec 9: The Iraqi
leadership criticised Saturday
the UN Security Council's re-
newal of the oil-for-food pro-
grammmeme but hinted it would
resume crude exports under the
four-year-old deal. reports AFP

It also said Iraq wanted to
set aside 1 billion euros (almost
900.000 dollars) of its oil reve-
nues to support the Palestini-
ans in their conflict with Israel.

A joint meeting of the deci-
sion-making Revolutionary
Command Council and ruling
Baath pariv. chaired by Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein, said the
programiniems was no substi-
tute for a lfting of the decade-
old sanctions on Iraq.

“The (Security) Council has
failed to meet its commitments
to Iraq contained in its own
resolutions.” a  governieit
spokesman charged after the
meeting, quoted by the official
news agency INA.

“This puts into question the
legality of these resolutions and
their remaming in place, espe-
cially as the Council itself has
not respected their contents.”
the spokesman said.

But the Iraqgi leadership
hinted it would resume exports,
suspended since December 1 in
a row over a pricing formula for
exports, by saying Bagadad
walited 1 hillion ;faros 1o by s
aside lor the Palestinians,

[raq hints at exporting oil,
offers Palestinelb euros

“The meeting decided to set
aside | billion euros of Iraq's oil
revenues over one vear' to sup-
port the Palestimians in their
uprising against  Israel. the
spokesmarn said.

He gave a breakdown of 300
million enros for the families ol
dead and wounded Palestini-
ans, and those whose property
has been damaged in the con-
fhict, The rest would go toward
buving tood, medicine and
aothoer essential _i_:ili!-ll_"-_

at an Octohey
m Cairo decided
o set up two solidarity funds
for the Palestinians worth a
total of 1 hillion dollars.

Arab leaders
21-29 siunmit

WASHINGTON. Dec 9. US
trade officials said  vesterday
that they hoped to cdeal with

concerns of the domestic textile
industry that could complicate
efforts to reach a Iree-trade

agreement with Singapore by
the Christimas holidavs., savs
Rewuters,

“We know (that
an nnportant issue.” a LS trade
official told reporters during a
briefing on the [first week of
talks with Singapore, "We bhe-

Manuiacturers

states. lears that

reported 137 .000)

textiles are)

lieve we can make a proposal to

Singapore 1o address  (US
manufactarers) concerns .
T he Arerican Fextile

Association.
with member companies in 30
an free-tracde
agreement with the Southeast
Aslan country could apen the
door to fllegal transshipments
| from China. India and Indone-

Sld,

Reducing the duty on ap-
parel imports from Singapore 1o
zero would increase the incen-
Live for other suppliers to evade

S quota restrictions by ship-
ping their goods. through Sin-
gapore and labeling them as

made n that conntry. said Cass
Johmson, assistant director ol
trade  lor the manufacrturers
Association,

The gronp would like apparel
and textile provisions left ont of
the agreement so duties  on
imports trom Singapore cemaln
where they are, Jolimson told
Reoters,

The US trade official, who
spoke an the condition that he
not he identilicd. said Shiga-
pore  and the United States
Liopedd 1o reach an agreement by
e 24

Meanwhile, the s Interna-

US readying textile trade’
proposal for Singapore

tional Trade Connmnission.  an
mdependent fact-linding
acency, sald on Fridavy it has

been asked by the Clinton ad-
mmistration to do a quick study
ol the economic unpact ol a free
trade  agreement with  Singa-
Illllt'.

That report will be delivered

to the US Trade Representa-
tive's office by Jan 12, the ITC
saicl,

With a population of only 4
mitlion, Singapore is the united
States largest trading partner
in Southeast Asia and its 107
largest i the world

Two-day rade totaled S54 4
billion in 19949

Becanse Singapores  tanfls
an most US products are zero
and the average LUS tartdl bn
Singapore products is less than
| per cent. negotations will
centre on other trade areas.

DCCI Presidential
Award-giving
ceremony held

The Dhaka Chamber ol
Conunerce and Indastry (DCCH)
awiarded - its best oflicer. stafl
and associate emplovees the
'resicdent Award-2000 lor ont-
standing performance in differ-
ent Chamber activities during

the vear 2000 at a simple
ceremony  held at the DCCI
anclitorinm  vesterday, says a
press release,

The Presidential Award for
the Best Otficer of the Year

Went to Ferdaus Ara Begun,
Joint Secretary (Research and
Publication), the same for the
Best Stalf of the Year went 1o
Kazi Mozahidul Islam. Junior
Assistant, Accounts Section.
whilee the Best Associate Em-
plovee and the Besl Associate
Emplovee (Special Award) was
given to Md Abdus Samad and

Halizuddin  Howlader respec-
tively,

The event is the first ever in
the history of DCCl and  will

continue m future.

DCCT President Attab ul Is-
liun presided over the meeling
and  distributed  certificates.
medals and crests among the
recipients.

The programine. conducted

by the DCCl] Senior Vice-

Piesident "A M" MubaSh-Shiar.

was -alSo "partieipated by ‘a
number of DCCI Board Mem-
bers.

Kuwaiti oil
carnings top $8b
In 5 months

KUWAIT CITY. Dec 9: Ku-
wait's oil revenues in the first
five months of the 2000-2001
fiscal vear bave reached 8.29
billion dollars. 32 per cent more
than estimates for the entire
nime-month vear. a think-tank
said Saturday. reports AFP.

The independent Al-Shall
Economic Consultants said the
average price for Kuwaiti oil
between July and November
wias 27.75 dollars a barrel,
more than twice the 13 dollars
adopted in the budget to cal-
culate oil revenues.

Kuwait's OPEC production
quota was 2.037 million barrels
per dav (bpd) in Julv to Sep-
tember, 2,101 million in Octo-
her and was raised to 2.141
nullion in November.

The emirate’'s current hiscal
vear, whiclhh started on July |
and ends on March 31, 2001,
wiis reduced to nine months
alter  parhament decided 1o
bring forward the liscal vear to
the start of April from next
vear.

Oil revenues are projected atl
6.27 billion dollars on the basis
of a production quota ol just
.98 million bpd and the con-
servative  l3-dollar a Dbarrel
price

The budget is projecting a
deticit of 5 billion dollars. but
Al-Shall predicts that the emir-
ale would boast the largest
surplus in two decades if oil
prices remain strong.,

Four Chinese
conglomerates
team up for
WTO entry

LELTING. Dee 4 Four large
C himese conglomerates that are
all listed in Hong Kong have
decided to cooperate in a bhroad
range of lields ahead of Clana's
entry mto the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTQO), state media
sald on Saturday. reports AFP.

China Everbright Holdings,
China  Resources (Holdings).
Clina Merchant Holdings and
China Travel Service (Holdings)
Hong Kong signed the agree-
e recently, the International
Busmess Daily reported.

“This move is anned at pre-
paring tor the opportunities andl
challenges arismg from Clina's
entry into the WTO" unnamed
execulives  at the  companies
were (quoted as saving _

Cowill promote the restrue-
turing and development of Chi-
Hese compantes listed in Hong
Kong, and will help the long-
terme stabtlity and prosperity ol

| Hong Kong.

Ea il i, :

DCCI President Aftab ul Islam, Senior Vice-President A M Mubash-Shar

e N

and Vice-President

Muhammad Golam Mustafa (seated in the centre, right and left respectively) pose with the re-
cipients of the DCCI Presidential Award-2000. The recipients are (Standing from right to left)
Best Staff of the Year Kazi Mozahidul Islam, Junior Assistant, Accounts Section; Best Officer
of the Year Ferdaus Ara Begum, Joint Secretary (Research and Publication); Best Associate
Emplovee (Special Award) Hafizuddin Howlader and Best Associate Employee Md Abdus

Samad.

L
e

_ DCCI photo

Weekly ReadyCash Prize Winners

The latest draw of the fortunate pnze winners was held last Thursday at the Uttara |
Service Super Store. Managing Director of Service Super Store Kazi Jamil Islam
announced the names of the lucky prize winners )

Prizes for new card holders

Prizes Winners Card No
Lunch/Dinner for two at Park Town Md. Khorshed Alam 6248
Cusine
Henz Rent-a-Car Shahgahan Pathan 6291
Lunch/Dinner for two al GREATWALL Mirza M. S. Hossain 6280
Chinese Restaurant
Lunch for two al Meal In the Box fast Riazul Islam Khan 6306
food center |
Prizes for Card Use (November ‘2000)
Prizes Winners Card No
Six-month  computer course from Md. Al Afzal 4344
Bhuiyan Computer Club I
Free course from Genetic Computer Mohim Hasan 4775
School, Shantinagar Centre,
TOEFL course from Innovative Center  Masud AHM. Touhidul 4815
- & Murshec |
ree Intemet Connection and 30 hours, Mafuja Sultang 0
.| browsing o Jp AR - 2 ?uéw
I FedEx free shipment 2 ¢ ¢ FReezmaroiHague' w &' 518w
FedEx free shipment Kazi Ziaul Hoque & 18
FedEx free shipment A KM. Manzur Murshec 5568
FedEx free shipment Shaikh Shariful Alam 5761
Free dinner for two at Sticky Fingers James Subhro Roy 5583
Free dinner for fwo at Sticky Fingers Md Amanuliah 5437
Free dinner for two at Sticky Fingers Abul Kalam Azad 2959
Free dinner for two at Sticky Fingers Hossain M. Shakhawat 5123
Free dinner for two at Vintage Md. Mustain Hossam 2089
Restaurant
Free dinner for two at Vintage Shoaib Bin Azad 6082
Restaurant
Free dinner for two at Vintage Shamima Chowdhury 5508
Restaurant
Free dinner for two at Vintage Jahangir Hossan 2732
Restaurant :
ReadyCash encourages its card holders to read The Daily Star on every

Sunday for a new listing of prize winner.
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Do nu have business pmbles? Write to us at:

R

Sunday Business Solutions
The Daily Star, 19, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka, Bangladesh, email: dstar@bangla.net

m e ——

Sarwar Aluned MBA (sarwar(@asia.com) hosts this column.
He heads a business sector of a multinational company in
Bangladesh. :

The Daily Star has introduced a new business solution col-
uwmn which appears on Saturdays. While running your business
you come across problems and wish someone would help. This
column will provide you with insights to solve vour problemns.

EID BONUS

Q: It is nearly Eid time - and 1 am sure like most firms. our
emplovees will ask for an Eid bonus inspite of agreements of
paving bonuses at different times. What do vou do for not giv-
ing out uncalled for bonuses? Harassed ;

A: The answer is simple - why not have bonuses paid in Eid?
You can change vour contracts with vour employees to make
the same bonus pavments as you do everv vear - but time it
with the two Eids (or for Durga Puja for the hindus) and one at
the end of the year (school bills, license renewal fees all pile up
towards the end of the year. anyvway).

In case vou cammot do this for the time being. here are some
other thoughts. A really first is vour management's credibility
with the rest of the organisation. Is there enough trust so that
vour people will believe you when you say. sorry we can't pay
bevond our means? Even if there will be ghnnhliﬂg in the corri-
dors. people won't grudge vou the bonus.

However. it vour trust level i1s way below normal - vou can
head for trouble. Dissatisfaction can tum nasty - cat-call POSt-
ers. name calling and the usual round of processions ete. can
bring vour busiess to a grnding halt - not to mention the fur-
ther erosion of goodwill and rrust - within and outside the or-
ganisanon, 3

How do you buld trust? It isn't easy and it takes time. Your
business has to be transparent. Your dealings with vour -
plovees have to be perceived as fair. not arbitrarv. This requires
lots of hard work! '

In case vou cannot afford to give out a bonus (budget re-
strictions. ete.) - vou can stll give it out as an advance and ad-
just it with bonus to be paid later. Make it clear to yvour employ-

ces though! What more can vou do? Think long terin.
Build trast so that vour emplovees have faith in vour. That's o
number one requisite. Can vou share business informaton with

vour emplovees? If you are the kind who thinks this is a secre
then vour emplovees will feel that they cannot be
Nothing works more than giving f
ance. provided the picture is real and not docto

Iit of the t“lll]‘li{'ﬂh'l‘.t‘ﬁ or the outside world
Share vour business successes - don't wait for an Eid to he-
stow a bonus. Give an unexpected bonus (if vou don't have the

heart to give one. give hall, a quarter...
least expected - relating it with the busine
ple will give their heads and hearts for vou

trusted

*edback on business perforin-
red for the bene-

anvthing) when it is
SS success, Your peo-

of lestivals adds the ofl to the cogs that keep

ronnng

gnmlu'lrl not grudges.

simoothhv. Make use of Eid as

vour business

Al opportunity to create

—

———

French jobless
rate falls to

lowest level
since 1991

PARIS.
emplovinent

Dec 9: France s ui-
rate posted an-

other large fall to hit 9.4 per

cent in October. its lowestl rale

since June 1991. the Labour
Ministry said reports
Reuters.

Economists said the latest
jobs data. coming after a slight

slowdown in French gross do-*

mestic product growth n the
third quarter and a weakening
in business sentiment. was a
reassuring signal

“Tlpsy, 4y good] juews | once
more. confinming the employ-
ment “dynaniics in”® spite ‘of a
slight slowdown in activity. The
jobless register exits are rather

numerous, and the improve-
ment concerns all categories of
jobseekers,” said Philippe
Waechter, economist at Ban-

ques Populaires Asset Manage-
ment

Official government data for
the euro zone's second largest
economy showed the 1otal
number of unemployved fell by
54.700 t0.2.215.500 in October
from 2.270.200 in September.
amounung to a 2.4 per cent
drop on a monthly basis.

Based on International La-
bour Organisation calculations.
the number of jobless fell 1.3
per cent. or 33.000. to stand at
2.457.000 in October., a 14.7
per cent decline from the same
morth a year earlier.

The October fall followed an
unexpectedly-large 2.5 per cent
September decline,

“This is good for consumer
spending; in spite of a gloomier
overall context due notably to
the impact of the oil shock. And
it shows that even if the latest
French growth peak is behind

us. were on a trend of sus-
tained growth,” said Virginie
Sue. cconomist at Meescharrt
Rousselle.

[LatAm. Caribbean
states to set up
common trade

goals

SAN PEDRO SULA, Hondu-
ras. Dec 9: Foreign ministers
from 25 northern Latin Ameri-

can  and Caribbeéan nations
ended a regional meeting on
Thursday. establishing com-

mittees 1o set common trade
and environmental goals. savs
Reuters.
The
America.
Colombia

officials from Central
Mexico, Venezuela.
and the Caribbean
fored committees to define
common regional policies for
trade. air and sea transport,
tourism and the prevention and
management of natural disas-
lers.

Policy-makers were gath-
ered for the annual Council of
Mintsters for the Association of
Caribbean States,

"We have advanced in the
area ol cohesion and intrgrallml
ol the Association and hawve

progressed towards a new era
driven by globalization and by
our necds,” said Barbados For
cign  Affarrs  Minister  Billie
Miller,

Discussions for the ﬂ[:illmm]
ol a zone for common ftra 'L"'I_Illd
cooperation. tourism and air
and  marme transport werc
postponed  until  November
2001 the next tune minister
are s« heduled to meet.

Miller  said  thas
mectings “reaftinmed the Carib-

bean identity and the need o

progress along a cammon
path.” |
The Association of Caribbean

Ky
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States was created in 1

help drive economic integration

in the region, home to 1
220 million people. B
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