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Rokeya Day
today

By Staff Correspondent

Begum Rokeyva Day will be
observed today in a befitting
manner to mark the birth anni-
‘versary of the legendary woman

Begum Rokeya, a pioneer of the
emancipation of Bengali Muslim

women.

Different soclo-economic
organisations have chalked out
elaborate programmes (o observe
the day.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina issued separate
messages on the occasion.

The electronic media will carry

special programmes and the
See page 11 col 7

Mongla incident
Opposition's
rally in city

today

The BNP led lour-party alli-
ante will hold a rally at
Muktangan in the city at 2 pm
today to protest the Kkillings of
four workers in police firing at
Mongla port on December 4,

reporis BSS.
Secretary

generals of BNP,
Jativa Party, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islami Oikkya Jote will
¥ ‘address the rally.

Talking to the news agency
over phone vyesterday m*mjng
—BNP tary General Marnnan .
Bhutyan said, “we will hold a rally
to reiterate our demand for a
judicial inquiry into the incident.”

AGRAHAYAN 25, 1407 BS .

RAMADAN 12, 1421 HIJRI
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The People's Health Assembly, 200 concluded at Savar yesterday
with a demand for worldwide changes in economic and health policles
0 ensure access (o healtheare and social services Irrespective of peo-
ple’s ability to pay.

‘Health for All Now', shouted delegates from 95 countries as the
Assembly endorsed lhc People's Charter for Health after five days of
debates and discussions.,

About 3000 delegates unanimously approved the Charter that
demanded abolition of all political, soclal and economic inequalities
and establishment of a new healthcare system, challenging the present
one.

The Charter demanded changes in global trading systems and other
mechanisms violating social, environmental and economic rights of

people.

The Peoples Health Assembly (PHA) was hosted by Gonoshasthaya

Furnace of brick
kiln 1it : Role
of authorities

confusing

By Staff Correspondent

Taking advantage of bureaucratic sluggishness, the owner of Saudia
Bricks at Algirchar village in Nawabgan) thana under Dhaka district lit
the furnace of his massive brick kiln on Thursday, causing serious
damage to the environment of three pristine villages.,

In the wake of protests from villagers, the Ministry of Environment
and Forest (MOEF) on December 4 directed the Deputy Commissioner
of Dhaka to suspend licence of the Kiln.

Bul the DC, Abdus Sattar Khan, mysteriously delayed suspension of
the licence.

When contacted. Sattar said he was later directed by the ministry to
revalidate the licence as il had issued an Environmental Certificate.

The Department of Environment (DOE). Dhaka Division, without
referring to the ministry’'s directive also asked him to suspend the
licence, he said.

"1 cannot defy the order of the ministry on the basis of a letter from
the Department of Environment. So | have written back to the ministry
for confirmation.

I have however asked the Thana Nirbahi Officer (TNO) of
Nawabganj to stop all operations of Saudia Bricks on the ground that
exhaust chimneys of the brick kiln do not have the required height,
the DC said.

But The Daily Star obtained a copy of the latest DOE letter to the DC
which clearly referred to the ministry's directive (Reference No. Pa Ba
Ma/4/7/16/2000/728 dated 18.1.2000).

The MOEF said the Environmental Certificate of Saudia Bricks will

remain suspended until a joinLgpmmittee of the ministryend the DOE
[ pe J U'Y-

visits the spol and submits a report shortly.
Some sources wondered how the MOEF could issue an Environ-
mental Certilicate to Saudia Bricks (o set up a brick kiln in the middle
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By Staff Correspondent

Grievances and frustration are increasing in the
rank and file in BNP and its front organisations as
the party leadership is yet to take any action against
the "trouble mongers” engaged in various anti-party
activities and instigating grouping.

Party insiders said leaders belonging to the hard-
line camp are desperate to influence policy decisions
and place their men in key posts in BNP and its front
organisations.

They said the hardliners further consolidated
their position in the party in recent days after some
new faces joined hands with them. The new faces
include a Standing Committee member, BNP Chalir-
person's two close aides Mosaddek Ali Falu and
Lokman Hossain Bhuiyan, former JCD general
secretary Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu and some party
leaders engaged In manpower trading.

Sources sald the hardliners have “"recruited” the
new [aces with a motive to strengthen their position
in the party and influence others even by spending

ing in the party.

trouble in the

fold.

Change global policies, ensure health for all

PHA Charter demands

By Staff Correspondent

Kendra.

Healthcare Is a human right. Inequality, poverty, injustice and
exploitation are at the root of lll-health and deaths of poor.

The Charter says "Health for all means that power interests have to
be challenged, globalisation has to be opposed and political and eco-
nomic priorities have to be drastically changed".

The Charter demanded an end to explolitation of people by transna-
ttonal corporations in the health sector.

It called for bullding pressure on natlonal governments to introduce

and enforce legislation to protect people and Lo allocate more resources
for health, environment, soclal and education sectors. It ealled {or
building pressure on wealthy industrialized nations to reduce their
consumption and pollution by 90 per cent.

It also calls upon the people to support campalgns agalnst research.
production, test and use of weapons of mass destruction and other
arms Including all types of landmines.

Pointing out the rising gap between the rich and the poor, a delegate
from Africa said, "A large section of the world's population still lacks
access to food, education, sale drinking water, sanitation. shelter.
land, employment and healtheare services. Discrimination continues'

Speaking on global health crisis, Dr David Werner from USA said.
"Despite unprecedented levels of wealth in the world, poverty and
h\.lngt?r continues to rise. The gap between the rich and the poor has

See page 11 col 6
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Grievances brew in BNP

No action yet against 'trouble mongers'

money or issuing threat.

Their latest move has scared the moderate lead-
ers and activists, who usually enjoy support in the
rank and file of BNP and its front organisations.

As a result, an explosive situation is now prevail-

"outburst” in the party any time if the party chief
does not take any action against some party men,
especially her two "influential” aides.

Lokman Hossain Bhulyan recently left for USA on
a private trip. However, a central BNP leader alleged
that Lokman left aﬂer ‘preparing a plot to create

Though Falu and his associates are silent now
f‘ollnwing_, Some press reports, they are continuing
their "desperate move” to see their men in key posts
in BNP and JCD and to bring the party chief in their

Anumber of senior BNP leaders told The Daily

p —

Many senior leaders apprehend an

region.

See page 11 col 8

Anat.her day ﬂfhdrrumn;_, traffic jam FiLed hx ttt\. duellerb at K}ulgann rail crossing yesterday But the on-duf
more interested in the pockets of drivers and rickshawpullers than in their plight. Star photo

He mentioned the Prime Minister's personal effort
in easing tensions in the South Asia region after the
tit-for-tat nuclear tests by Pakistan at India.

Adolf Ogl also appreciated the significant contri-
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Swiss assistance for I'T and
agro-based units to increase

BERN, Dec 8: President of the Swiss Confedera-
tion Adolf Ogi today assured further assistance in IT
sector and agro-based industry in Bangladesh,
terming it as a friendly country, reports UNB.

The Swiss President made the offer when visiting
Bangladesh Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina, met
him at the President’s Palace this afternoon.

In the meeting the two leaders discussed the
possibility of enhancing cooperation in IT sector and
agro-based industry. They said the recent signing of
an investment-protection agreement would help
strengthen cooperation in this regard.

The Swiss President appreciated the constructive
role of the Bangladesh Premier in forwarding peace
and understanding in the country as well as in the

bution ol the Prime Minister in consolidating demox
racy in Bangladesh and the steps taken lor removis
poverty from the country

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who

Lo

Wds WalrTiuy

welcomed by the Swiss President at the President's
Palace, gave a comprehensive brief on socioeco
nomic achievements of her government and her
efforts for restoring and consolidating democracy in
the country.

“It's a matter of great satisfaction that Switzer

land is a major development partner of Bangladesh
she said and mentioned the efforts
the Swiss government for
rural infrastructure,
tions development.

Highlighting the problem of arsenic contamina
tion of drinking water in Bangladesh. the Prime
Minister sought Swiss nce in tackling the
scourge.
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pedestnans.

The distance [rom the city
center of Dhaka to Nawabgan|, a
thana headquarter under the
same dtﬁtrlr-l. is barely 35 kilome-

Pnllmlos at /:.Il"ljll‘d pmnt on !)lmkd-Nawahgdm road, causing trouble for lmth vehicles and

One dacoit shot
dead, 5 others hurt
as gang leader

opens fire on them

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 8: One dacoit
was shot dead and five were
injured when thelr gang-leader
fired on them at village Dostpara
in Raiganj upazila of the district
on Thursday night.

The dead was
Mosharraf, 35.

Police sald the gang-leader,
Abdul Hamid, shot at his fellows
as they locked In a clash during
the distribution of looted goods at
his house at the dead of night.

"The dacoits were distributing
goods they looted from the houses
of Moyan Sarker of village
Bhogolman In Tarash upazila and
Noor Mohammad of village
Dhamainagar In Raigan| upazila

identified as

—-L_f "*.'

s

respectively,” police said.

-- Star photo

Sundarbans
divided into

rickshaws, baby-taxis, pull-carts
and almighty buses and trucks.
In Ramadan, iftar sellers take
over the narrow strip left for

on Sunday and Monday nights

ters. But such Is the condition of
the road to Nawabgani, It takes a
staggering three and a hall hours
to make the journey.

If vou are travelling by car and

pying a good portion of the narrow street, if vou are
lucky you might make the 150-yard ride to the ferry
ghat, in half an hour.

The ferry on the river Buriganga runs at the will
of the Roads and Highways operalors. Once In
Zinzira, the road ahead has to be discovered. What-
ever remains of the road has been taken over by

By Morshed Ali Khan

prefer to take the shortcul
through Swarlighat and cross the
river into Zinzira, you are confgonted with an
impossible situation at Chawk, With vendors occu-

pedestrians.

Here, you have to negotiate
your way lurther down onlv (o
find the road with deep potholes.
The waler from the nearby drains
Is flowing onto the road. It looks
like a dried canal where children
have frolicked and fished all day long.

As you come oul of Zinzira hoping for a breath of
fresh alr, yvour thoughts are inva riably disrupted by
the L{-rkﬂ you recelve from the potholes on the road.
Lack of maintenance has stripped the road of its
shoulders making it almost Impossible for two
vehicles (o pass each other. Arrival of a bus or a

truck from the ﬂpposuc direction could land you In
| ’ | °F lf‘

two zones

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Dec 8: Wold's largest
mangrove forest, the
Sundarbans, has been divided
Into two zones named as The East
Sundarbans and The West
Sundarbans,

The 'division has been created
for pmpcrlprcscn"'ltiun and matn-
tenance of forest resources,' sald
a high official of the Forest Divi-
slon here.

The Ministry of Environment
and Forests has Issued a notifica

See pagel 1 col 1
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Pak intellectual
wants Islamabad

to apologise to
Bangladesh

A leading Pakistani intellectual
has suggested that Islamabad
should apologise 1o Bangladesh
for the military actions in 1971 if
it wanted to establish genuine
iriendship with that country.
reports BSS.

We have to come to our own
history by accepting the fact that
the milit: ury action of March 1971
(against Bangladesh) was wrong.”
sald Dr. Tariq Rahman, a leading
intellectual in an article pub
lished In the Pakistanl daily the

"News” on December 7.

While strongly advocating the
need lor seeking apology, Dr
Rahman in his article titled
Friendship with Bangladesh'
staled that "an apology does not
bring.the dead back to life, It does
not mend broken homes, it does
not heal the mind. It means that
someone somewhere has realised

See page 11 col 6

Rickshaw garage
owner shot
dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

rxtortlondsts gunned down

OWner al

rickshaw

iTARPC
Koratilola in the citv's Demra
rea vesterday morning
The victim s identified as
Habib, 22 a resident ol s
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Garment workers
block traffic on
Dhaka-Tangail
road for 3 hours

CAZIPUR. Dec B: Andgrvy gar
ment workers put-up a barric:
n Dhaka i-.[.:.,w.:.Z !!'L_!"'.'-'.*‘. al
Cazipur today (Friday) demand
INg pavment of helr ammears
reports UNB.

>everal hundred vehicles got
stranded on both sides ol the road
lor Lthree hours

The workers of Today's Fash
lon withdrew their programin
when the senior police othcials
inienened ; ASSured Une
LaKin 'a.q; S 1O pay thelr arrears

mber al vehicles werte

!_1'.:..*:_--;1 cht uring Lhie arricack
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