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-elp for a next term

, Dec 7: Prime Minister
eik Haa!rmtodaymlled upon
'h ; lawlivlng here u:o
er return to power in the

"""J' election, reports UNB.
.J?ﬂgcthm Is not too far and |
| -.=.*~. cooperation from all so that

| g t the chance to serve the

the next term,” she said

at nmptlon accorded to her by

:.-.+ _'J

adeshl expatriates In Ger-

" . at Hotel International on

Vednesa yru t.
~ The Prime Minister, who Is on
lour to three European nations

¢ for duty-and quota-free
nf Bangladeshi products
to European market, said she is
:1 0 discussing with European
leaders about larisation of
*It egal Bangladeshis living in
erent European countries.
“We have got positive
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she cautioned lhal

bide by the rules and regula-

tions of the respective countries.

that
the

“You should not do

The Prime Minister sald she

"had talked with Italian Prime
Minister and signed

an agree-

ment for legal entry of

Bangladeshi people in Italy. "We
" do not want that our people will
“come In an illegal
ecountries. They will come with

way (o these

‘dignity and rtspect being compe-

tent in all respect.
For developing skilled man-
she said, her government

m;ven enormous emphasis on

- computer education and science
and technology education in the
country and has waived taxes on
the import of computer and com-
putcr equipment.

She said the government has
- taken steps for establishing

', canner:tiun with submarine

cables and for setting up 12 sci-
ence and technology universities
inthe country.

About the BNP-led oust-
government movement, Hasina
sald the ®parties of Khaleda,
Ershad and Golam Azam and also
the Islami Olkya Jote have got
together to remove her govern-
ment which, she said, is working
day and night for the welfare of
the peaple.

“We are working for the people
and will continue to do so. We
have successfully faced natural
calamities and man-made disas-
ters." .
Responding to the demand of
Bangladeshi expatriates, Hasina
said the government is trving to
solve the problems at Dhaka
International Alrport. “We have
arresled the culprits and taken
measures to stop harassment of
homebound passengers.”

About expatriates’ right to
franchise, she said this requires
the support of two-thirds major-
ity in Parllament to bring about
fundamental changes In the
constitution.

"We have requested the Elec-
tion Commission and Forel
Ministry to work out a plan ﬁ
realising this demand,” she said
and asked the Bangladesh expa-
triates to enroll themselves as
volers whenever Lhey go to Ban-
gladesh.

The meeting was addressed,
among others, by State Minister
for Forelgn Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, former Chhatra
League president Enamul Hugq
Shamim, and AL's German unit
leaders Anwarul Islam Ratan,
Kazl Abdul Matin, Abdul
Quaiyum Manik and Berlin
Parliament Member Dr Harman
Fargos. All Euro AL Chair-
man Anil Das Gupta presided.f
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From page 12
seekers are routinely cheated
- both at home and abroad. They
believe that declaration of Inter-

__._,_- national Migrants Day would
. bear no significance for them
i v unless

Bangladesh ratified the

2 "U’N Convention on the Protection

= of All Workers and Members of
Their Families.'
Bangladesh became a signa-

jcountries where they migrate o)
1998. But it is yet to ratify the
vention.

Labour and Manpower Minis-
‘ter MA Mannan, while welcoming
“the UN decision to dedicate a day
exclusively for the cause of
migrants, sald that the govern-
ment needed further scrutiny of
the convention before its ratifica-
tion.

“Its ratification would have
some bindings on us,” he said.
"After studying the implications
we would ratify the convention.”

Syed Saiful Haque Asif, execu-
tive chairman of the Welfare
Association of Repatriated
Bangladeshi Employees
(WARBE), said that Bangladesh,
as a major marnpower exporting
country, should ratify the UN

UN convention

convention to ensure that its
people working abroad get the
migrant rights in the recipient
countries.

He referred to other manpower
exporting countries including the
Philippines and Sri Lanka, which
have already ratified the conven-
tion.

Regional Represenlatne of
IOM Armand Rousselot, who
looks after migrant issues in
South Asian region, told this
correspondent that' Bangladesh
should ratify the UN convention.

‘It requires a good political will
and national consensus. From
1OM., we would try to promote the
cause of the migrants,” he said.

According to official sources.
the convention needs to be rati-
fied by at least five more countries
before it becomes binding on the
reciplent countries to give the
migrants their full rights.

Civil and mi t rights activ-
ists feel that a collective cam-
paign by manpower exporting
countries could force the recipi-
ent countries to ensure due rights
to both documented and undocu-
menled workers.

“This is the best time to launch
such a campaign, especially since
the UN has brought the migrant
issue to the fore,"” said an activist.

Errant Pak envoy

From page 12
matic pressure, recalled the
errant diplomat on November 30.
But he isyet toleave Dhaka.

Several hundred activists,
supporters and members of the
Nirmul Committee joined the
rally and the procession towards
the High Commission. They
carried banners and placards
and chanted varous slogans
against Pakistan and the diplo-
mat concerned.

The procession was led by
Convenor of the Committee Syed
Hasan Imam, its Member-
Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury and Water Resources

_/ Minister Abdur Razzak.

Police intercepted the proces-
sion soon after it was brought out
at about 2:30pm.

In a briel speech, Razzak then
said the remarks by the Pakistani
diplomat were nothing new and
were part of a long-term and
deep-rooted conspiracy by the
defeated forces and their allies in
the country who failed to accept
the emergence of Bangladesh.

“Pakistan in collaboration with
thelr allies here has been hatch-

Ingconspiracy since it has not, in
reality, accepted Bangladesh's

nce. There isno need of

a Pakistani high commission in

our country If it falls to accept
our | ndence,” Razzak sald

Ifan Raza must apologise

unconditionally and be punished

for hurting theé national pride of

deshis, he sald. Mere

of the diplomat was not

enough.

- Prof Mannan Chowdhury

that the defeated forces

. Were hatching conspiracy with

local allies Golam Azam,
Motiur Rahman Nizaml and
Delwar Hossain Saidee. He
- blamed Khaleda Zia and HM
- Ershad for what he said joining
 hands with the anti-liberation

nis for petty political inter-

Hc urged people (o remain
glant against the anti-
lon forces and elements

and foll their evil design of
Spreading falsehood about the

8 glorious past.

City Awami League leader
I Alam, Golam Kuddus of

Nlrmu:l committee and Commu-

- Nist Party leader Morshed All also
-m!nedlhc rally.

. a delegation led by
“':;.-'; an Imam and Prof Mannan
=Howdhury proceeded towards

&,

M-'.:
O

Pakistani High Commission to
submit a memorandum. But
police again intercepted them in
front of the High Commission at
about 3pm.

Nirmul Commillee members
then set fire to a Pakistani flag as
there was no official to accept the
memorandum. A stenographer
ollered to take the memorandum
but Hasan Imam did not give it to
him.

The delegation however sub-
mitted the memorandum con-
talning a seven-point demand
through a police official on duty
at the High Commission.

The demands include uncondi-
tional apology by Irfan Raza for
his remarks, apology by Pakistan
for the genocide in Bangladesh In
1971 and handover of 200 Paki-
stani solders identified as war of
criminals to the International
Court. handover of all informa-
tion relating to Liberation War to
Bangladesh for trial of local war
criminals, compensation for the
30 lakh affected families and
those violated In ‘71, and end to
‘conspiracy’ by the Pakistan High
Commission against Bangla-
desh's Independence and sover-
elgnty or closure of the High
Commission, immediate return of
the money and property plun-
dered In '71 and taking back the
siranded Pakistanis,

Al a brief rally in front of the
High Commission. Hasan Imam
criticised it for 'not taking the
memorandum.

He sald Pakistan would be
treated as an enemy state until
they accept these demands. He
also urged the people not to use
Pakistani goods.

Japanese experts
to transplant
artificial hands,
legs in city

Two Japanese brace experts
will trans Iant artificial hands
and legs of the crippled persons in
the ity on Monday and Tuesday,
reports UNB,

Interested people have been
requested to contact Dr M
Ehsanur Rabbl of Japan-
Bangladesh Friendship Hospital,
House-27, Road- 114, Gulshan.

Contact phone numbers are:
B828854 and 8827575, Moblle:
018-237853.

National Press Club yesterday.

———

Children of martyred intellectuals formed a human chain by handcuffing themselves in front of the

- Star photo

PM for cut in drip-feed

From page 1

Seeking more investment from
Germany she sald increased
Investment from abroad would
spur economic activity that will
bring about much-needed eco-
nomic growth and stability.

Presently direct German
investment in the country s not
encouraging as avallable figures
show it to be around $20 million
to $30 million.

Hasina said the government
has offered lucrative incentives to
attract more investment in Ban-
gladesh. These include tax holi-
day for 5 years, repatriation of
invested capital and profits,
working capital loans from local
banks for foreign Investors, tax
exemption of different categorles,
remittarice of up to 50 per cent of
salary of loreign technicians and
no duty on imported machinery
for 100 per cent expori-oriented
industries.

Inviling join ventures from
foreign entrepreneurs, the Prime
Minister said there are many
areas where joint ventures can
work profitably to the mutual
beneﬂt of all partners. From
software to the shoe industry,
from airlines to telecommunica-
tions, and agriculture seed devel-
opment Lthe options are wide
open.

‘Investment opporiunities are
abundant. We would like you to
come and exploit these potentiali-
ties,” Hasina told her German
business audience.

Explaining investment policy
of the government she said Ban-
gladesh is one of the most open
economies in the developing
world. The policy allows repatria-
tion of profits, foreign ownership
virtually without limit, generous
tax-breaks, residency permits for
foreign experts ete.

Hasina described Germany as
a major development partner and
Bangladesh's export destination,
saying that over the years Ger-
many provided Bangladesh with
development assistance, food aid

and disaster rellef.

German development aid in
the past has been mainly in the
flelds of poverty alleviation,
energy, rallway, Industry and
agriculture, human resources
and development of women,
promotion of private-sector
industries, infrastructure devel-
opment, environment and
cyclone-protection.

Chalrman of Asla-Pacilic Busi-
ness Association Peter Clasen
and President of Hamburg Cham-
ber of Commerce Nikolus Schues
also addressed the seminar
focused on Bangladesh's present
spectrum.

In response Lo various queries
by Hamburg businessmen about
red tape, corruption, problems in
ports and load shedding that slow
down foreign investment, the
Prime Minister said her govern-
ment is aware of the shortcom-
ings and is working hard to
remnove all problems creating an
investment-friendly climate In
Bangladesh.

“We've overcome many obsla-
cles, democracy has been
restored, political situation is
improving, many reforms were
made ... come and invest to help
us develop our country,” Hasina
told them.

She said military rule for over
two decades bred corruption angd

irregularities. "But if you come
today, I am sure you will find lot of
changes. Things are changlng
towards the right direction."

The Prime Minister sald Ban-
gladesh Is a densely populated
small country. After assuming
power, present government has
taken a strict stand for improving
law-and-order situation. The
incidence of crimes has come
down.

About problems in Chittagong
and Mongla seaports, Hasina
said despite natural or political
calamities, special efforts were
made to keep both the ports
operational’round the clock.

About export of natural gas,

the Prime Minister said gas Is the
country’s main natural resource.
"Since we do not know the actual
reserve, we cant export it now."
However, she sald the govern-
ment would welcome investment
in value-adding gas-based Indus-
tries.

State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Principal Secrelary Dr S A
Samad, FBCCI president Yussuf
Abdullah Haroon and Salman F
Rahman also responded to vari-
ous queries from Hamburg busi-
ness leaders, including Lars
Rolner, Managing Director of
Schissashrtsk Alles Land, Hans
Hermann, Managing Director of
Ostig Textile Company. and
Saiful Islam, Managing Director
of Picard Bangladesh Lid.

Yussuf Abdullah Haroon said
reforms were being made creating
huge opportunities for foreign
investment in Bangladesh, which
he said is a big market. "This is
the right time to invest in Bangla-
desh.”

The Bangladesh business
leader, however, said one of the
problems Bangladesh is facing is
image problem, but the reality Is
different at the moment. He said
the FBCCI having business links
with 40 countries are uying (o
cast ofl the negative image
through interactions.

One German businessman
who has a garment factory In
Dhaka EPZ however praised the
quick decision-making process
and healthy environment for
investment.

Dr S A Samad said the Prime
Minister herself takes a lot of care
about businesses in EPZs and
has been touring abroad to
redeem the country’s image and
restore confidence ol foreign
investors. )

Salman F Rahman said apart
from garments, Bangladesh is
going for diversification of exports
like ceramic, jewelry, food items
and agro-products.

Nizami takes over

From el

Star last night that a new
secretary general might be nomi-
nated by ellgther today or tomorrow
at the latest.

The three-day meeting of the
Majlish-e-Sura that began yester-
day would ap rme the new
appoint ment to st once the

laces hls choice for the
post ol secretary-general before
theShura

Meanwhile, Nizami's installa-
tion as new party chiel sparked
off angry protestsin the city.

Protesters under the banner of
Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee burnt an effi of
Nizami, accusing him of war
crimes during the War of Inde-
pendence,

The commiitee held a protest
rally at the Central Shaheed
Minar premises yesterday after-
noon and demanded a “special
tribunal to try Nizami, his prede-
cessor Ghulam Azam, Maulana
Mannan and others for their
lmﬂhemrnt In acts against the
country’s independence in 197 1.

BSS adds, Abdul Latif, a free-
dom fighter from Bishalikkha
village under Bera Thana of
Pabna described the atrocities
under Nizami's command In the
area during the Liberation War,
saying the people of Pabna still
recuﬁariqe him as ""Moilta
Raza

“In one gdrllmlar incldent on
December 3, 1971 agmu of the
Badar force selzed our vi e al
night in search of ﬁ'ﬁ:ﬂﬂrﬂ ! e
t-rq and In the dawn killed righl

»eople. My father, also a freedom
lThtf-r was taken away and killed

era terlnnure Latif said.

Chalred by poet Shamsur
Rahman, the rally was also
addressed by Prof Kabir
Chowdhury, General Shaflullah
MP, Maulana Abdul Awwal, Jus-
tice K M Sobhan, Prof Muntasir
Mamun, Bidhan Krishna Sen,
%mrruﬂls: Abed Khan Shyvamoli

asrin Chowdhu and Kazl
Mukul Journalist Shahriar Kabir
conducted the lunction.

Nizami, who was also the
resident of Jamaat's youth front
slamic Chhatra Sangha Iin 1971,

was named as one of the eight
major Bengall-speaking war
criminals In the report on the
findings of “The People's Inquiry
Commission on Lthe Activities of
the War Criminals and the Col-
laborators.”

Al-Badar Is belleved to be the
mastermind behind the massacre
of hundreds of Bangalee Intellec-
tuals including university teach-
ers, the Inquiry Commission
report sald.

While describing particular

incidents of such killings and
torture the re rt quoted freedom
fighter Quddus, a survivor, as
saying, "Nizami himself bayo-
neted” to death one Beteswar
Shaha in Madhabpur village
under Sathia PS." which Is now
part of Nizami's own constitu-

ency.
%wther witness, Ali, said "one
risoner was burnt alive after
ing doused with petrol ... all
these killings were carried out on
Nizami's order."

PHA Charter

From page 1
the result of these pre-assembly
discussions. It is built upon lhc

concerns, ideas and vislons of
citizens.
Many individuals and organi-

salions have worked together to
strengthen the charter that will
be discussed and Is expected to
be adopted in Savar.

Some of the highlights of the
draft charter

The charter calls on concerned
people of the world to;

upport all attempts to imple-
ment the right to he-.aJ

Fig l loitation of people’'s
heal s for the purpose of
profit,

l..nbhv and mobilise broad-

f_;‘opular support for the UN
and other International organisa-
tions to reformulate and Imple-
ment policies and practices 1o
respect the right to health and
other human rights,

Strive to Incorporate health
and human rights into national
constitutions and legislations,

Challenge International and
reglonal trade and financial
organisations whose activities
violate soclal, environmental or
economic rip{hls or well-being of
the peaple,

mand the cancellation of
unpayable debts of the world's
poorest nalions,

Demand higher taxes on cor-
porate profits lor redistribution,

Insist that all economic poli-
cles be subject to health, equity
and environmental mpact,

Support atlempts to put edu-
cation alongside health at the top
of the political agenda,

Strengthen public institutions
whose regulatory activities bene-
fit the health of individuals or
communities,

Demand that governments
Increase financial contributions
for health, and

Promote comprehensive pri-
mary healthcare as the most
elfective way of addressing prior-
ity health problems.

Opium, heroin
From page 12
in the city yesterday afternoon.

Acting on a tip-off, police
raided Bandhu Jewellers and
picked up Suman Dhar, 24.

Later, on the basis of his state-
ment, police seized one kg of
opium and 220 grams of heroin
concealed in the iron safe of the
jewellery shop.

A case was liled with Kotwall
thana under Narcotics Control
Act, police said.

Arms recovered
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Dec 7: A spe
cial squad of the Criminal Investi-
gation Department (CID),
Chitltagong zone recovered as
many as nine lire-arms and some
ammunition from Haidgaon of
Patlya upazila today, CID sources
said, reports BSS.,

Acting on a secret Information,
CID team ralded a shanty and
recovered nine country made
light guns and five bullets.

A case was filed with Pativa
upazila.

Int'l training
course

on detecting

heart disease

begins Dec 10

By Staff Correspondent
A five-day International stan-
dard reglonal training course on
"Detecting Heart Disease and
Breast Cancer by ultra-modern
Spect machine” will begin al
Bangabandhu Shelkh Mujib
M{;*dl{ al Universitly on December
1
Trainee technologists from 20
countries will participate in the
training programme which will be
conducted by Internationally-
reputed forelgn and local experts.
The course has been organised
by the Institute of Nuclear Medi-
cine in cooperation of the Interna-
tlonal Atomlic Energy Agency
(IAEA). IAEA will provide financial
subpnrt for the course.
Irector of the Institute of
Nuclear Medicine Dr M A Karim Is
the Bangladesh counterpart of
the L)C gramme while member
(Blo Sclence) of the Bangladesh
Atomle Energy Commission Prof
Nayeem Chowdhury Is the coun-
try coordinator of the Regional

Cooperation on Atomic Energy
(RCA).

The Paily Star1 ]

Insurgency, war fuel rights

WASHINGTON, Dec 7 :
based Human Rights Walch
highlighted serlous rights abuses
in Kashiir as well as violence
inst India’'s Christian and
uslim minorities In its annual
report released today, says AFP.
The group also pointed to the
long-running civil war in Sri
Lanka as a grave source of rights
abuses, Including the killing of
scores of civillans and the dis-
placement of thousands more.
Human Rights Watch sald the
Hindu nationallist policies
espoused by India’'s ruling BJP
party and Its affiliate organisa-

tions had “undermined” the
country's historical commitment
to secular democracy.

“Violence against Christian,
Muslim, and Dalit, or 'untouch-
able,' populations was one
result,” the report sald, clting 35
instances of antl-Christian
attacks by mid-year -~ mostly In
the BJP-ruled states ol Gujaral
and Uttar Pradesh.

"While government officials at
the state and central level con-
demned the attacks, they did
little to prosecute those responsi-

ble.” It sald.

The report also highlighted
“grave human rights abuses”
committed Indlan security
forces and militant guerrillas In
separallst-torn regions like Kash-
mir.

It accused Indian troops in
Kashmir of “delaining young
men, assaulting other family
members, and summarily execut-
Ing suspected militants” in the
Muslim-majority state.

Manr Kashmiri clvillans were
also killed or Injured as a result of
being caught in crossfire between
soldiers and militants

Atrocities were not blamed on
the security forees alone, with the
report cling attacks by Kashmiri
militants on the state's Hindu
and Sikh minorities.

Caste violence, especially In
the feudal eastern state of Bihar,
fuelled further abuses, with a
series of Ui-for-tal massacres by
lower-caste farm labourers and
upper -casie landlords.

“A major campalgn on Dallt
rights gathered strength, but
some human rights defenders
were largets of a slale-sponsored

abuses in India, Sri Lanka

backlash against their activism,”
the report sald.

In Sri Lanka, renewed [ighting
between government forees and
the separatist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) generated
scrious abuses.,

“Intensified battles for control
of key territory in the northern
part of the Island claimed scores
of civillan lives and displaced
some 250,000 people, bringing
the estimated number of inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs)
nationwide to more than one
milion,” the report sald.

Sweeping powers granted (o
the Sri Lankan security forces
resulted in abitrary detention and
restricted freedom of assoclation.

Human Rights Walch also
noted the LTTE's recruitment and
deployment of “child soldiers” as
well as Its campalgn of intimida-
Lion against critics in the Tamil
community.

The report came out ahead of
International Human Rights
which is being marked this
Sunday.

JS committee

From page 12

underway, meeting sources sald.

Those who atiended the meet-
ing Included Cominittee member
and State Minister for Reliel and
Disaster Management Talukder
Abdul Khaleq. Mohammad
Waziuddin Khan, Kazl Keramat
All, Saleha Begum, Farida Rouf, A
K M Mostalizur Rahman, Abu
Yusul Mohammda Khalilur
Rahman, Zainul Abedin Faruq
and Shahiduzzaman.

Three killed

From page |
and beat up Singer Dolly
Savantani, the driver of the car
and pop star Rabi Chowdhury.
People alleged that Dolly was
driving recklessly. The bov died
on Lthe spot.

Badda police rescued the two
singers from the spot and took
them to the police station.

Later thousands of people
gheraoed the Badda police sla-
tion and demanded that singers
be handed over to them.

People were still surrounding
the police station till filing of this
report at about 8:30pm last night.

In another road mishap, an
unidentified youth of about 25
years was crushed under the

wheels of a vehicle at Green Road
in the city. The body of the victim
was sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

In another road accident a
man was crushed under the
wheels of a bus near Kanchpur
bridge.

The dead was identifled as
Samir, 45, of Datbhanga of
Roumari in Kurigram.

The body of the victim was sent
to the DMCH morgue for autopsy.

Separate cases were filed with
concerned police stations.

Production at
Ghorashal Urea
Factory
suspended

Production at Ghorashal Urea
Fertiliser Factory was suspended
yesterday morning due to leakage
developed in the auxiliary boiler
of ammonia plant, according to a
press release, reports BSS.

The production is now
expected to resume on Sunday.

Authorities have started
repairing the leakage Immedi-
alely after the Incident, the press
release added.

Money suits

From page 1

Besides, 340 cases are pending
disposal with the Additional
Money Loan Court in Dhaka and
69 with the Additional Money
Loan Court in Chittagong, the
Committee was informed.

The report also saild that till
July 30 this year, the amount of
total nulstanding loans was Tk
61,144 crore, of which, 39.70 per
cent or Tk 24,275 crore was clas
sified.

The NCBs share of classified
loans was Tk 13.042.51 crore,
which is 44.62 per cent of their
total outstanding loans. The
specialised banks are burdened
with Tk 6.408.17 crore unreal-
ised lpans. of which, 63.14 per
cent s classified.

The report saild the loans
became classified because, in the
past years, loans were disbursed
under Influence without judging
their quality and also because of
inside lending and lack of super-
vision.

It sald the main problem of
banking system in Bangladesh Is
the high rate of classilied loans.

Against Tk 13.042.51 crore
classifled loans, a total of Tk
6.152.25 are required Ilor

provisioning, but there is a short-
fall of Tk 4041.69 crore. The
amount Kept for provisioning is
Tk 2110crore,

The shortfall in the amount for
provisioning I1s'Tk 1974.25 crore
with Sonall Bank, Tk 879.57
crore with Janata Bank. Tk
889.39 crore with Agrani Bank
and Tk 298.48 crore with Rupali
Bank.

It sald that the central bank is
pressurising the banks to fill up
the amounts.

Indian parliament

adjourned

again over

Babri Mosque row

NEW DELHI, Dec 7 : Indlan
opposition MPs forced the
adjournment of both houses of
parliament for the fourth consec-
utive day today, amid a growing
row over plans to build a Hindu
temple on the ruin of a razed
Babri Mosque, reports AFP.

Opposition MPs stormed the
floors of both houses, demanding
Prlnw Minister Atal Behari

Vajpayee apologise for his state
ment Wednesday thal the Hindu
temple campaign was an "unfin-
ished” national task.

The Babri Mosque in the
northern town of Ayvodhva was
razed by thousands of Hindu
fanatics on December 6, 1992,
sparking widespread Hindu-
Muslim riols.

The Hindu rightwingers
insisted that the 16th century
Babri Masjid had been built over
anearlier temple to the Hindu god
Ram and demanded that a new
Ram temple be constructed on
the ruins of the mosque.

As well as calling for a retrac-
tion from Vajpayee, the opposi-

tion MPs on Thursday reiterated
demands for the resignation of
three ministers, Including Home
Minister LK. Advani, who were
presemnlt in Ayodhya in 1992 and
implicated in (he mosgue's
destruction

Vajpayee has rejecled
resignation demands as
less.’

Alter beoilh houses were
adjourned. the prime minister
was forced to hold a meeting with
the leaders of his coalition allies,
some ol whom had echoed the
opposition's anger at his state-
ment on the Avodhva dispute.

“The PM's remarks on temple
construction at this stage were
unwarranted and had created
controversy and a lot of confusion
among allies and ,supporting
parties,” sald regional TDP party
leader K. Yerran Naidu said

During the meeting, Vajpayee
reportedly told his allies that his
stalement had referred to the
]"ﬂ]l! ies of his own Hindu nation
alist BJP party and not the policy
of the coalition.

Lthe
"base-

Truant Tayeb
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he had made such remarks
against the party secrelary gen-
eral but subsequently regretted
the rnlaunderalandmb He
claimed that newspapers mis-
quoted him. He also said that he
issued a rejoinder on the matter
yeslerday.

At this stage, Khaleda Zia
asked him why he issued a rejoin-
der alter three days of the
reported comment. Mannan
Bhuiyvan was also present at the
meeting.

Taveb finally apologized to
Khaleda Zia and Mannan
Bhuiyvan and assured them that
he would not do any nistake in
future and abide by the instruc-
tions ol the central leadership.

Bhuivan, at the instruction of
the party chief, had served the
show cause notice on the five
leaders for violating party disci-
pline and forming a district com-
mittee without the consent of the
central cornmitiee,

Sources said the former
Speaker and the KCC Mayor had
formed the district committee
with their men in the leadership.
This sparked ofl resentment and
criticism in the rank and file of
BNP.

The sources sald the Mayor
admitted to the partv chief and
the secretary general that he
made a mistake in forming the
district committee. He told them
that a meeting of senjor party
leaders would be called soon to
form a [resh committee.

Health assembly
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developing world.

"A(‘t‘urchm (o the WHO, in the
last 20 vears at least 30 new
disecases have emerged lor which
there is no medication and when
the drugs for these emerge they
will be too costly for the people
who most need them.” Dr Zafar
said.

He. however, pointed out that
there was a provision within
TRIPS agreement to enforce
compulsory licensing of essential
drugs, but attempts to take
advantage of this clause were
being strongly opposed by Wesl -
ern governments.

Earlier, speaking in the morn-
ing session on "Environment and
Survival” Dr Rosalie Bertell, a well
known anti-nuclear campalgner
from Canada, warned that the
militaries around the world had
changed its earlier role of safe-
guarding national sovereignty
and were now acling as a protec-
tor of the overseas Investment.

According (o her., with
globalisation of the world econ-
omy individual national armles
should have been done away
with, but now they had taken on a
Nnew purpose.

“The military iIs the real
strength behind the multination-
als.” Dr Bertell said. The arms
race around the world and
nuclear testing in particular, she
said, was having an extremely
harmiul eflect on global ecology.

The Leader of the Opposition in
parliament Khaleda Zia would
attend todav's (Friday's) closing
session that would seek people's
ruling on whether to approve and
finalise the dralt People’'s Charter
of Health.

25 hurt as villagetg
clash over land

in Nlﬂghamari

NILPHAM. Dec 7: Al least
25 people were injured (n a clash
between two groups of villagers
over the ownership of a piece of
land at Ramnagar in Sadar
upazila this afternoon, reports
LUNB.

Police and witnesses said the
clash enipted when supporters of
Mobarak All ol the village alleg-

edly attacked day-labourer
Jhakmol Ali to grab his land at
about 2 pm.

Jhakmol claimed that two
years ago a neighbour
Aftabuddin. who had no child.
donated him the land. But afler
Altab’s death, his nephew

Mobarak has been creating trou-
ble to grab the land.

Injured Jhakmol told the news
agency that Mobarak along with
his associates ransacked his
house and set fire to it.

Seriously injured Muktar Ali.

28, Anisur Rahman, 25. Ali
Hossain, 20. and Olimon., 50,
were admitled o Nilphamari
Modern Hospital while other

injured, including Jhakmol, were
released alter giving [irst aid.

Environment courts
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thumbing the authorities. A case
in point is the 22 factories In
Savar, which turn Dhaleshawri
waters in the area into virtually
wine-coloured with dyes during

drv season,

A DOE official said new laws for
selling up ol environment courts
were passed for quick prosecu-
tion of the polluters as the pro-
cess laken a long time under
conventional law. But the pur-
pose is not being served.

Biman regains

From page |
777-200ER and Airbus A340 by
swapping four DC-10-30 is in
pProgress.

"But the choice of aircraft will
be lefl 10 a strategic partner who
is likely to join Biman. buying 40
per cent of its shares under a
privatisation programme. The
wocess will be completed by
tarch when we will be able Lo say
who will be the partner,” Rahman
sald.

Al least six airlines have shown
their interest (0 buy Biman's
share. :

In the 19992000 fiscal. Biman
carried 358,288 passengers on
domestic routes. which was two
per cent less than those in the
1989-99 fiscal. On re inn{‘t!
routes, It carried 167, ';
sengers, which was one per renl
higher than the previous vear's
figure. Biman carried 755,735
passengers on international
routes, which was 8 per cent
higher than the figure in fiscal
1989-99.

Its cargo also grew by 27 per
cent to 36.000 tonnes.

During the lirst quarter of the
cuirent  {inancial year (2000-
2001). number of Biman passen-
ﬁh grew by two per cent on

omestic routes, seven per cent

on regional routes and 10 per
cent on international routes over
those In the carresponding period
in the last fiscal.

Its cargo grew by 26 per cent
during the first quarter of this
financial year over that in the
corresponding pertod last year.




