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No Law, No Tax

T-lE business leaders of Chittagong have a long list
0 order situation

e with all of them. In a meeting last
Wednesday they declared that they would not pay
taxes to the government if the latter cannot guarantee
a minimum level of law and order. Here is a sample of
what they had to suffer from in the last two years: 148
murder, 77 kidnap, 215 hijacking, 190 clash and con-

sequent destruction of property and 96 dacoity. In
addition, in the last two years there were a total of 83

days of hartal which caused a loss of Tk 5,000 crore. In
the garments sector alone recent hartals have caused
a loss of Tk 2,500 crore. Frequent work stoppage in the
Chittagong port is another source of great loss to the
country's economy. The incidents mentioned are the
major ones. There are surely numerous others that

The business leaders of Chittagong have every rea-
son to feel frustrated. On the one hand our Prime
Minister is touring the world inviting foreign busi-
nessmen to invest in Bangladesh and on the other
hand her government is doing virtually nothing to
help our local businessmen to carry on with busi-
ness in a peaceful manner. To make matters worse,
most of the above mentioned crimes have
remained unearthed. Many of these crimes are either
politically triggered or have some direct or indirect link
with political big shots that prevent the police from

We express our solidarity with the business leaders
of Chittagong to the extent that our port city must be
saved from the clutches of criminals. However, we are
not certain that we can support their move of not pay-
ing taxes to the government. We consider this state-
ment more an expression of their frustrations rather
than a plan of action. The question we want to ask is
that what does the government plan to do about
Chittagong? We have written several times before,
that the situation in the port city is extremely
grave. Our government does not seem to under-
stand that if Chittagong does not function properly
it is not only the local economy but that of the

Already doing business in our port cost far more
than doing business anywhere in the region. Handling
charge for a 20-feet container is USS640 in Chittagong
as compared to USS220 for Colombo, USS360 for Bang-
kok and USS216 for Singapore. One of the main rea-
sons for such an abnormal cost for our port if of course
frequent hartals and arbitrary work stoppages by the
trade unions. We must be completely mad to allow
such a situation to continue. How can we expect our
business houses to have the minimum of competitive
edge if our port hikes up the cost by such a margin?

We urge the government to take the warning issued
by the Chittagong business leaders most seriously and
take immediate steps to improve the law and order
situation dn our port eity, not only for the sake of the
businessmen their but for the economy as a whole.

N the post-election political
spectacle In America, resem-

bling more and more a bur-
lesque that keeps the world
equally bemused and enthralled,
there are a few object lessons (o
take note of. One of these is the
egreglous nature of politicisation
ol government apparatchiks at
varfous levels. It speaks volume
about the moral Integrity of the
publie officials when there were
no odds against the declsion to be
jiven by the judges of the
upreme Court of Florida in a
particular direction. Nor was
there a whit of doubt at any stage
that the Secretary of State of
Florida would certify the resulls
declaring the Republican candi-
date as the winner. Their political
appointments and alffillations
with particular parties sealed the
fate of those decisions making
them foregone conclusions. It
was as inevitable as death after
birth that the public ofliclals
under the spotlight would not
and could not rise above partl-
sanships.

Partisanship Is natural and
expected in the case of persons
actively engaged In politics,
though thelr independent judge-
ments on issues that transcend
mere parochial Interests are very
much In order. People Interested
in political matters either by
natural propensity or because of
professional calling (journalists,
academics) may also betray parti-
sanship but not so comprehen-
sively as to make them blind to
the shortcomings of the party of
their moral support. The vaslt
majority of the population who
remain silent most of the time
when no political choice is to be
made Is presumed to be inclined
towards one party or another by
dint of habit or convictions. Then
there are the apolitically neutral
whose interest in politics is
casual and who can be swayed
one way or the other only by the
merits of programmes espoused
by parties, strong persuasions or
sudden impetuosity.

In most countries the public
servants of every classilication
(administrators, judicial officers,
law enforcers) belong to the last
category i.e. politically neutral. At
least they are supposed to. This is
so because of the statutory
requirement of thelr non-political
status and on the basis of tradi-
tion. Their appointment through
constitutionally established
neutral machinery mandated to
act free from political pressure
lays the foundation of bureau-
cratic neutrality. Nol being
appointed by a political party in
power they are not beholden (o
the politicians concerned and are
expected to remain above politics.
Rules and regulations in force
prevent or at least drastically
minimise the scope of discretion-
ary powers of politicians to dic-
tate the poslings, transfers and

. This tradition,

Politicisation of Bureaucracy

The truth is, bureaucrats have always loved to be politicised, whether in service or out of service
and it did not (and does not) matter by which party they are being anointed. It is predatory expedi-
ency, pure and simple. Over the years, the bureaucrats have invented various ways of ingratiating
themselves with the politicians.

promotions arbitrarily. This does
not make the public officlals
superior to political ministers or
members of parllament but
allows them freedom to function
in accordance with the laws, rules
and regulations that prevall.
Through Institutional arrange-
ment and on the basis ol rules
and procedures the working
relationship between the politicos
and the public officials Is defined
without ambiguity. It Is a rela-
tionship based on mutual under-
standing of each other's responsi-
bility, power and accountabllity.
The system assures the political
decislon-makers support and
compliance from public officials
in the task of governance within a
hierarchical framework. It allows
the public officials the environ-
ment Lo conduct business trans-
parently following rule-based
procedures. At the personal level,
such a dispensation makes the
trajectory of the publie servants’
career predictable, freeing them
from tension or anxiety arising
from a feeling of uncertainty.
Total subservience or obelsance
to political superiors Is not
exacted as the price for getting
what is one's due in the natural
course. Not being appointed by a
political party or held in hock to
them, the public oflicials do not
have to curry their favour for
reward or preferential treatment.
For the same reason, they do not
have to acquiesce in politically
motivated decisions or become
the instruments for carrying out
political tasks.

America is perhaps the only
country whose bureaucracy does
not fit the above description. The
political system and the laws of
the land allow bureaucrats along
a broad swathe of the government
al various levels to be politically
appointed and thus to be politi-
cised ab Initio. The American
President appoints about 6000
public officials in the Federal
Government afler assuming
office and in addition nominates
judges to the vacant posts in the
Federal Supreme Court, Ambas-
sadors In various countries and
representatives Lo various inter-
national organisations and com-
missions. All these appointees
have invariably explicit political
affiliations with the party of the
President (except the career
diplomats). Likewise, in the
States the Governors and in the
City Halls, the Mayors make
political appointments as a mat-
ter of routine and by force of law.
though called
derogatorily as the "spoll system"

. nevertheless works in the public

Interest most of the time, some-
Umes even with bipartisan partic-
ipation because of possible
adverse reactions from the rights
consclous public. As a result,
accountabllity and Integrity
among both elected and politi-
cally appointed office bearers
have evolved (o a level and degree
that preclude discrimination of
constituencies, Individuals and
groups on blatantly political
grounds. Even with this well-
established and lofty tradition of
accountability of public officials,
distribution of patronage among
financlers, party members or
supporters are nol uncommon,
Bul people at large do not start a
ruckus or become overly critical
of such shenanigans because
favouritism or cronyism does not
take place at the expense of pub-
lic weal. The political appointees
do not, by and large, use double
standard In providing services of

well. In normal times when the
government goes about Its busi-
ness on day to day basls, non-
partisan character of bureau-
crats (in Its broadest definition)
ensures dispensation of services
to all citizens Irrespective of polit-
ical affiliations. Unlike America,
in a country lilke Bangladesh It
cannot be taken for granted that
public officlals under political
influence will not discriminate In
favour of one group or individual
in dealing with public resources
and get away with such errant
behaviour. This Is so because of
the lack of awareness aboul
rights by the majority of the peo-
ple, lack of access to higher
authorities for redress of griev-
ances or for the sheer absence of a
neutral authority. Because rule of
law In general and decision-
making In particular cases can be
thrown to the four winds by the

IN MY VIEW

Hasnat Abdul Hye

politically protected public offi-

routine nature to the public
based on political exigencies. But
when major political interests are
at stake they feel obliged to take
sides as the judges in the court in
Florida and the Secretary of State
did. It will be very unusual and
extremely exceptional if the myr-
lad of state officials in Florida
involved in the election process
remained neutral because they
were appointed by a governor
who not only belongs to the
Republican Party but is also the
brother of the Presidential candi-
date from the same party. It can
be reasonably presumed that the
post-election chaos and confu-
sion confounded worse by acri-
monious allegations and coun-
ler-allegations of irregularities
are the inevitable outcome of the
politicised bureaucratic system.
To put differently, the political
turmoll raging in America now
over the issue of presidential
election reveals the fault-line of
an overwhelmingly politicised
system of governance.

The most important lesson in
the on-going unsavoury political
spectacle in America for countries
like Bangladesh is the overriding
need (o keep bureaucracy at all
levels, comprising all services,
above politics. This is required
not only for free and fair election
but for equitable governance as

clals with impunity, Politicisation
of bureaucracy strikes at the very
root of public services. In a
resource poor country lacking in
basic needs and Inadequate
enjoyment of fundamental
human rights by the majority
such politicisation can cause
greater deprivation and more
frequent violation of rights for the
disadvantaged and the politically
"disenfranchised.” In such coun-
tries the bottom line of safeguard-
ing public interest is not always
ensured by public officials
because the fear of judicial action
or protest by the community is
more or less absent. The silent
suffering of the public is due to
their lack of recourse to law (aris-
ing from ignorance about rights
or lack of resources), intimidation
by political elements and an
enervating feeling of resignation.
The feeling of being neglected or
discriminated is often assuaged
al the time of election through
manipulation by political workers
and public officials because of
their susceptibility to it or sheer
helplessness. In the worst case,
they are literally disenfranchised
through fraud or by force. This
description may be somewhat of a
simplification but encapsulates
the reality or the scenario-of the
ramifications of a politicised
system that indoctrinales the

ublic officlals subliminally or
luntly with rewards, pasi and
future.

In Bangladesh, do we have a
politicised bureaucracy that can
distort the normal rule based
dispensation of services and also
exert Influence In times of elec-
tion? The answer (o the question
depends on the answers to a
number of other questions such
as: (a) are the recrultments to
varfous cadres of public service
free from political Interference?
(b) Is the recruiting authority
constituted with people without
political conslderation? (¢) are the
important posts In various ser-
vices from the headquarters to
the field filled up according to well
established procedures and
norms? (d) are sensitive agencles
like Election Commission staffed
with persons of proven integrity,
neutrality and do they belleve In
participatory decision making
within the organisation? (e) what
are the criteria for promotion and
are these observed In fact? In
order to find out the answers one
has to look at the past and the
present with the assiduity and
objectivity of a researcher. Since
no such research has been
undertaken one can only general-
ise based on anecdotal evidence.
One such generalisation would be
that there has been a slow but
steady move towards
politicisation of bureaucracy in
Bangladesh. It Is not a linear
progression but the peaks and
troughs reveal a discernible trend
which is upward.

The process ol politicisation
started with Ayub Khan in Paki-
stan period when officials were
appointed as ministers and gov-
ernors and those left out fell over
each other to be decorated with
awards like Tamgha, Sitara and
Hial. The process continued,
albeil in a different form, after
Bangladesh became independent
and importunate officials were
inducted into the higher echelons
of the one-party systemn or made
district governors. It is alleged
that the subsequent martial laws
in Bangladesh were unveiled with
the active support and advice of
quite a few senior civil servants
who were duly rewarded later. In
every regime of whatever political
persuasion there has been no
dearth of shrewd and ambitions
officials who curry favour with
the power that be for having prize
posts at home and abroad or for
obtaining scholarships after
subverting the prevailing rules
and superseding seniors with
better records. These self-seeking
public servants do not have any
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Overseas employment of

women
Sir, The [ront-page news item Manpower trad-
ers’ delight in poor women's plight” (DS, 29
November) caught my attention particularly when
I read the sub-heading Ban on overseas employ-
ment of women as domestic help routinely {louted.
In tune with other human rights activists, I
would like to lend my strong voice against ban on
overseas employment of women. Where our gov-
ernment can neither employ women willing to
earn nor provide them with alternative social
security, they have no right to diseriminate in
exporting human resources. Since it is our gov-
ernment’s policy to export manpower for earning
revenue, the duty of our government is to see that
it has sound emigration policy with proper imple-
mentation and effective monitoring. There is noth-
ing wrong for our women to be employed as
domestic help overseas provided our government
takes adequate measures to inform the prospec-
tive women workers about their place of work and
type of work expected.
The pitiful situation of our migrant women
workers is primarily due to their blind trust on the
recruiting agents who take advantage of their
illiteracy and take arbitrary amount of money for
jobs more than the actual requirement. So the
problem is not so much with women going abroad
for employment but with the system of our govern-
ment in its open ended policy of exporting human
resources.
On 15 November, in a day-long symposium on
“Labour Migration of Women from Bangladesh”
organised by the Refugee and Migratory Move-
ment Research Unit (RMMRU) many information
emanaled indicating reasons for women migrating
for work and their sufferings in the hands of
recruiting agents and their counterparts, at home
and in the receiving countries respectively.
[t is high time that our government takes immedi-
ale sleps to stand by such less privileged women,
who are constrained to go abroad for jobs in expec-
tation to bring about a change in the quality of
their family member's lives.

Under these circumstances, | would like to
make the following suggestions:

(1)The government should centralise in one
particular office addresses of all registered
recruiting agents;

(2) They should intimate through electronic
mass media and posters the address of the cen-
tralised office having the list of registered recruit-
ing agents so that all documented workers are
channeled through any one of such registered
agents, who would be traceable and be account-
able in event of fraud by the counterpart agents in
the receiving countries.

{3) Registered recrulting agents should have all
i ork permits received by them from prospective
employers abroad translated by authorised trans-
lators, who should give their names and addresses
a‘ the back of such work permits.

In brief, where export of human resources
brings substantial income to the country, our
government should have a fransparent recrulting
policy with Information of appropriate expenses
for different categories of jobs and also a monitor-
ing system through a board with representatives
from NGOs, human rights organisations and
recruiting agents association.
We have Lo lake measures Lo stop our less privi-

leged women from being exploited and raise aware-
ness campaign against unscrupulous practices of
recruiting agents.

Mrs Z Rahman
7/1 Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka

Too harsh on Azhar

Sir, The severe penalty meted out by the Indian
Board of Control for Cricket (BCCI) to Mohammad
Azharuddin, former Indian cricket captain and
surely one of the world's most outstanding cricket-
ers, is totally uncalled for and too harsh for the
alleged olfences. Azhar has been banned from the
game for life and though at 38 years we know he
did not have many more games left in him, he
could at least have played his 100 Test match.
Now, with this ban, he has been stranded on 99, a
situation unprecedented and most unfortunate for
his name.

Furthermore, in meting out the punishment,
the BCCI should have taken into account Azhar's
contribution Lo the game, as batsman and captain.
Under him, India had a record of 13 wins in away
Test matches something no other captain has
managed to achieve. His personal style of playing
cricket, his grit and determination, have aﬁ bene-
fited the game and India's role in cricket. He has
inspired countless youngsters. Now, his name will
be tarnished and his good work will be forgotten.
All the world will recall is that Azharuddin was
banned for life. Surely, this is too serious a penalty
to pay [or a sportsman who had done so much for
his country.

We all know that even if Azharuddin is truly
guilty, he is not the only cricketer to be involved in
these unsavoury activities. Pakistani player Salim
Mallik has also been banned for life and of course
South Africa’'s Hansle Cronje, but others like
Wasim Akram for instance, and several Australian
cricketers, who have been implicated in scandals
have been let off with warnings by their cricket
authorities, in the best interest of the game. It
would have been enough to punish Azhar by
imposing a fine and if necessary, a one-year ban.
This would have been enough to establish his guilt
and to make us all realise that he had done wrong,
but without destroying his past achievements or
depriving the world of cricket of such a powerful
role model.

A Citizen
Dhaka

Commercialisation of

VIP names

Sir, The government may be pleased to Inform
the public what officlal steps have been taken (o
stop the commercialisation of VIP names. One
such case was depicled In the DS report of Dec 3 on
the front page.

It is a fallacy to presume that all persons in all
rroups, Including numerous vested groups, are

onest; therefore regulations are enacted and
enforced for unscrupulous dealings, In public
Interest.

Unfortunately, according to current political
culture prevailing in the soclety, politicisation has

rmeated Into every area of the soclety, and it has

come very difficult for ‘'normal citizens' to gel
anything done without backing and influence.

Has the ruling regime got the moral guts to show
some tangible results before the next general
election? .

A Mawaz
Dhaka

Views expressed in this column are the writers’' own. The Editor
B The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published

may or may not subscribe to those views.

THE air was charged with
talks of sedition. And of
judicial indiscretion, then
of patriotism. November was an
eventful month of eternal vigi-
lance for the price of freedom.
Editors were indicted for parody-
ing the national anthem in their
newspapers, a Supreme Court
judge resigned on the charge of
having a compromising conversa-
tion with a convict, and a foreign
diplomat was expelled and the
flag of his country burned
because he had made derogatory
remarks about our independ-
ence.

Cool! All of these events were
an exercise in nation bullding in
the same manner a virus attack-
ing our immune system increases
its resistance. Let it be known
that we are ready to strike if our
national pride is attacked from
inside or outside. The Supreme
Court judge got the bum rap not
because he was sedilous or
derogatory. He embarrassed our
sense of freedom by negotiating
with a condemned man.

Now so much of nationalistic
fervour in a single month, and
who can say our politics is ruined
by factionalism? But the fervour
seems to have sharpened to one
point. We want an apology from
Pakistan both for the remarks of
its big-mouth diplomat Ilast
month and the atrocities of ils
army twenty-nine years ago. Old
wounds seldom heal if one keeps
opening them from time to time. If
Pakistan was insensilive Lo
unleash the genocide In 1971, its
diplomat showed bad taste by
rubbing salt to that wound after
all these years.

It's perhaps an equal tragedy
for the hater and the hated to
exist in the nexus of hatred,
because it's a lerrible waste of
emotional energy. Yet, Bosnian
Muslims will hate their Serblan
persecutors for years to come,
and the Palestinians will look
down on the Israelis as enemies
who snatched their land. The
Hindu-Muslim conflict in the
sub-continent still simmers and
threatens (o flare up every now
and then, It might (ake ages
before the Hutus and Tutsis in
Rwanda come to terims with the
ugly episode ol history lodged
between them.

Hence, nothing succeeds like
the cultivation of hatred, because
the seed of discontent can rapidly
grow Into a dense forest of
depravities. In the past, nations
found a way Lo destroy that forest
and disabuse themselves of the
burden of hatred. In 1983, the
United States apologised 1o

Why is Pakistan Procrast
the Apology?
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permanent alleglance and change
their colours promptly looking at
the political weathervane. Such
crass opportunism is ignored by
the Government of the time and
even rewarded because gover-
nance has short-term goals. The
truth Is, bureaucrats have always
loved Lo be politicised, whether in
service or out of service and it did
not (and does not) matter by
which party they are being
anointed. It Is predatory expedi-
ency, pure and simple. Over the
years, the bureaucrats have
invented various ways of ingrati-
ating themselves with the politi-
clans. One Is to revive old school
network. The other is estabiish-
ing affinity on the basis of belong-
ing to the same district or thana.
Yet another is to discover 2 famil-
lal relationship, however distant.
But the most powerful means of
being politicised is to enter into 4
Faustian bargain, bartering one's
for

rewards and gratification. The
last Is the most pernicious but
has the force of the

Siren song. In Ban h, all
these have been pressed Into
service with vigour and determi-
nation.

Once the politiclans come to
knowof the y for political
affiliation among public officials
they will gladly take them on
board as has been the case so far,
For this the bureaucrats are more
to be blamed because they trans-
gressed for the sake of self-

disement and not for a
noble cause In the first place,
Such pliant officials cannot but
be welcomed politicians,
Politicisation thus has become a
double-edged sword. Politicians
find it advantageous to have
politicised public servants and
the latter anxious to jump the
queue or trump the meritorious
manoeuvre (o be politically bap-
tised. The result Is mediocre,
inefficient, dishonest and unprin-
cipled public service that fails to
promote the greatest good for the
greatest number. Since the polity
is not orchestrated for such play-
ers or combination of players
chaos and turmoil can become
endemic destabilising the state,
Only those with a grand vision
and steeped in the ethos of
democracy will spurn the oppor-
tunist and self-seekers among
the public officials. We may not
have of their ilk at present.
Besides. the temptation to tempt
the officials is too strong to cast
aside. In the short term both the
politicians and the bureaucrats
who sign the compact of conve-
nience, gain in their own ways.
The public at large suffers. The
future of democracy? Who cares
and why should one? Didn't
Keynes say that in the long run
we: are all dead? Ome does not
have (o be an economist tounder-
stand its meaning,

In the end if we are tormented by our hatred for those who killed our peo-
ple, they will be tormented by their accumulated guilt. And how do the
Pakistanis plan to purge away the guilt of crimes, which is rooted in
bloodshed? ... Someday the Pakistanis are going to hate themselves for

France for having shielded Klaus
Barbie, a Nazi collaborator. In the
same year, the US congressional
commission acknowledged guilt
for the internment of Japanese-
Americans during the World War

their guilt.

II. Earlier, Japan's Foreign Minis-
ter had apologised on behalf of
the entire nation for the 1972
massacre carried out at Tel Aviv's
Lod Airport by Japanese Red
Army terrorists.

CROSSTALK

Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

The saddest thing is that after the passage of nearly three decades
and death of millions, we need to burn its flag to protest further

insensitivity of a country whose army had treated us with so much
cruelty and disgrace,

In most cases it worked. It has
not only prevented the wound
between nations from festering
endlessly, but also been success-
ful in binding those wounds at
times. The post-war German
government accepted responsi-
bility for the Holocaust. The Japa-
nese government apologised to
the far-eastern countries for the
atrocities of its armies in the
Second World War. For decades,
the Armenian terrorists attacked
diplomats, airlines and embas-
sies asking for a Turkish apology
for the massacre of the Armeni-
ans in 1915. When the People's
Republic of China shot down a
British Airline in 1954, the Chi-
nese ook responsibility for the
incident, explained that they had
mistaken the airlines for a Tai-
wanese military aircraft, and
offered compensation.

It may seem that sometimes
the apology doesn't work. The
Israeli commission on the killings
at Sabra and Shatila concluded
that although others had com-
mitted the crime, Israel bore a
national responsibility for not
preventing it from happening.
But the conflict between the
Palestinians and the Israelis still
persist, while the future of these
two nations ring hollow in the
face of undiminished hostility.
Then again, the apology didn't go
in complete waste. It moderated
the enmity between the two
nations and paved way for the
creation of the Palestinian State.

Forgetting is a biological neces-
sity for nations like sleeping is for
men, and it starts with apology,
when the victimiser shows the
humility to ask his victim to forget
and forgive. If one generation of
Pakistanis was irresponsible,
why Is it necessary to perpetuate
that Irresponsibility in the arro-
gance of posterity, which refuses
to reckon with the mistakes of its
ancestors? One still wonders
what came upon that Pakistani
diplomat who dared ridiculing
our independence so close (o the
Victory Day. Was he testing us?
Was he trying to see if we still lived
In that gnawing past and was
resilient enough to react to its
defilation?

The saddest thing is that after
the passage of nearly three
decades and death of millions, we

inating

need to burn its flag to protest
further insensitivity of a country
whose army had treated us with
so much cruelty and disgrace. It
shows that the anguish of that
tragedy has settled in our psyche,
like wreckage of a ship in the
bottom of an ocean and that our
national pride dives into our
memory, when pushed, to return
with bits and pieces of that
wreckage from time to time. An
apology cannot obliterate the fact
that there was a shipwreck, but it
can either clean up the ocean bed
or discourage the divers from
going down at the slightest insti-
gation.

‘I never apologise,”" says a
character in Arms and the Man. If
that is the stance Pakistan Is
taking, then it is trying to take
pride at the cost of emotional
havoc wrought upon us. Or, it
probably [eels self-righteous
about its action in 1971 under
the excuse of protecting the soli-
darity of a state, which was
already destined to doom.
Nations, like individuals, often
have a problem with
their pride. They do not realise
that pride is about dignity, not
arrogance.

Lest Pakistan didn't know,
hatred Is one side of the coin.
which has guilt writ on the other.
It is not for nothing that the guilty
conscience manoeuvres towards
exoneration because eventually
the burden of guilt becomes
unbearable. The American aboli-
tionist John Brown had
despaired on the day of his execu-
tion, "I, John Brown, am now
quite certain that the crimes of
this guilty land will never be
purged away but with blood.”
When hatred persisis in arro-
gance, the guill escalates In the
bizarre chemistry between regret
and doubt.

In the end if we are tormented
by our hatred for those who killed
our people, they will be tormented
by their accumulated guilt. And
how do the Pakistanis plan o
purge away the guilt of crimes,
which is rooted in bloodshed? For
those of us who want to ridicule
the national anthem or abuse the
gift of freedom enjoved in a free
country, they also need to ask
themselves the same question
with a twist. How do we plan 1o
purge away the hatred, which Is
also rooted in the same blood-
shed? Someday the Pakistanis
are going to hate themselves for

their guilt. If we keep talking

about sedition and all that, who
knows someday we might start

feeling guilty for our hatred.
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