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Two die in Pak
Kashmir blast

MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan,
Dec 7: Two men were killed and
15 injured by an explosion yester-
day at a busy market In the Paki-
stan-ruled part of Kashmir,

Reuters.

Officials blamed nelghbouring

India for what they called a "ter-
rorist act”.

Police first reported one death
in the blast In Muzaffarabad.
capltal of the Pakistan-controlled
part of the disputed Himalayan
region, but later said another
injured man had died in hospital.

State Prime Minister Sultan
Mahmood Chaudhry blamed
India’'s Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) intelligence agency
for the explosion.

The official APP news agency
quoted him as saying RAW agents
had set off a similar deadly blast
in another town of the territory
last year during the Muslim fast-
ing month of Ramadan.

"Aller one year. it has repeated
this act of terrorism which has

their real motives and
nefarious designs,” he said.

State Senior Minister
Mohammad Ishagq Zafar also
blamed India for what he called a
“terrorist act”.

He said the explosion near a
fruit shop In Muzaffarabad town
could have been caused by a
bomb. although police said they
had not yet found any evidence.

Pakistani officials often blame
bomb blasts in their country on
the Intelligence agencies of arch-
rival India, which in turn blames
Pakistani agencies of similar acts
there.

Blair to press
India for release
of convicted

Briton

LONDON. Dec 7: British Prime
Minister Tony Blair Is to press
India for the early release of con-
victed gun-runner Peter Bleach, a
British newspaper reported
today, citing diplomatic sources.
reports AFP.

According (o the Daily Tele-
graph, Blair may delay confirm-
ing his visit to India. provisionally
scheduled for the New Year, in
order to up the pressure on the
Indian authorities over Bleach.

The 48-year-old Briton was
arresied in December 1995, after
he took part in an illegal arms
drop over the Indian state of West
Bengal. _

He is serving a life sentence ina
Calcutta jail and does not become
eligible for release for at least 14
years.

Sources cited by the Daily
Telegraph “said Britain was
embarrassed that Russia had
managed to secure the release of
lour Russian nationals and one
Latvian who were sentenced
along with Bleach.

“We didn't look very strong,” a
diplomatic source was quoted as
saying in the Telegraph.

"The Russians managed to get
all their people out, but our man
was left on the inside. We weren't
seen to be very successful at
campalgning for justice on behalf
of British citizens.”
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Aung

Clinton awarded

absentia. warning the generals

ended tyranny and poverty in

here, in her home in Rangoon,
unable to speak Lo her people or

| tinues and her spirit still inspires
us.” Clinton said.

that “the desire for liberty is
universal,” Clinton said, as he
gave the medal to one of Aung
San Suu Kyi's two sons. Alexan-
der Aris.

been a high-profile irritant to
Myanmar's military rulers for
more than a decade, and has
been back under house arrest in

months since her latest confron-
tation with the junta.

fined to her home and constant
harassment by the generals, she
has remained the figurehead for
her National League for Democ-
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Trial of Estrada begins as J%" - wrsion 8-

thousands stage rallies

MANILA, Dec 7: The Philippine Senate began Its impeachment trial
of President Joseph Estrada today, as tens of thousands of people
marched outside demanding the former movie star's ouster even if he is
acquitted of corruption charges, reports AFP.

Some 5,000 security personnel were deployed to keep the demon-
strators away from the Senate bullding where the trial was held and
prevent the two sides from getting at each other.

The anti-Estrada rallyists. Including Vice-President Gloria Arroyo,
former president Corazon Aquino and church leader Cardinal Jaime
Sin took turns lambasting Estrada and calling for his resignation.

Nearly 50,000 anti-Estrada activists, businessmen, students, nuns
and civic groups began congregating at a historic church near the
Senate, shortly after sunrise.

“You have lost your moral ascendancy to govern us” Sin told the
crowd, addressing Estrada.

After a mass, the anti-Estrada forces began a march with Arroyo and
Aquino jointly bearing a "torch of truth” that would be carried in relays,
Olymplics-style, to the rally.

Aquino and Arroyo walked about a hundred meters (yards) before
passing the torch to representative of the business community. It was
subsequently passed through the hands of other sectoral representa-
tives as the march went around the Senate.

Estrada opponents were assigned to a site near a carnival where
they set up a huge banner saying "Erap resign”, referring to Estrada’s
popular nickname.

About 10,000 Estrada supporters also gathered at an empty lot near

Suu Kyi awarded
highest US honour

WASHINGTON, | racy (NLD) which
Dec 7: President won elections the
Bill Clinton on military refused

to honour in
1990.

“The only weap-
| ons the Burmese
. people have are
! the words «of
- reason and the
. example of this
astonishingly
brave woman. Let
us add our volces
to their peacelul
arsenal,” Clinton
| said.
| "America will
also be a [riend to
freedom in Burma
-- a [riend lor as long as it takes to
reach the goal for which she has
sacrificed so very much." he said,
al the ceremony marking Human
Rights Day.

The US Presidential Medal of
Freedom was created by Presi-
dent Harry Truman to honour
noble service in times of war, and
was expanded by President John
F. Kennedy to include service in
times of peace.

During the same ceremony.
Clinton also honoured live US
citizens for their work in human
rights. conferring upon them the
Eleanor Roosevelt medal created
two vears ago.

Wednesday con-
ferred America’s
highest civilian
honour on con-
fined Myanmar
opposition leader
San Suu @

Kyl, and pledged [©
unending US |°
support for her
quest for democ-
racy, reports AFP. | =
In a move sure [ &
to infuriate [
Myanmar's mili-
g i b g g b
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the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom (o Aung San Suu Kvi in

they would be outcasts until they

their "land of inherent promise.”
“She sits confined, as we speak

the world. But her struggle con-

No one had done more to teach

Aung San Suu Kyi. 55, has

Those five were: native Ameri-
can Tillie Black Bear for her work
with battered women: Frederic
Cuny, a relief worker killed in
Chechnya five years ago; Norman
Dorsen, former head of the US
civil rights union; Washington's
new archbishop Theodore
McCarrick; and a leading lawyer
for the National Assoclation for
the Advancement
People, Elaine Jones.

the capital, Yangon, for two

Despite previous years con-

of Colored § explanation was rejected by |

i

" were Killed. ]1

the Senate, normally used for evangelical prayer rallies.

Thelr banner read: "Erap remain.” They also waved banners saying
"Erap for the poor” and "beloved senators, follow the masses” referring
to Estrada’s frequent boast that only the elite were against him and the
country's poor continued (o back him.

Estrada Is accused of pocketing millions of dollars in bribes from
illegal gambling rackets, embezzling tobacco taxes, shielding business
cronjes targeted by government regulators, and appointing relatives
and friends to government posts.

He was Impeached by the lower House of Representatives in Novem-
ber on the charges but under the Phillppines’ US-style political system,
a two-thirds vote of the 22-member upper house, the Senate, Is neces-
sary toconvict him.

Security in and around the Senate bullding was tght with all people
entering the bullding being searched even if they held the proper iden-
tification cards.

Senate sergeant at arms Leonardo Lopez sald they would screen all
people entering thrice adding that they had bomb-sniffing dogs and
bomb disposal teams at ready.

Loudspeakers were set up outside the Senate bullding so that the
rallyists could listen to the proceedings inside.
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In a softening of the government's stance, Estrada's chief aide, Exec-
utive Secretary Ronaldo Zamora on Thursday sald that government
employees could take part in the rallies but would have to take leave or
wait tll after office hours.

US, S Korea
fail to reach
agreement

SEOUL, Dec 7: US and South
Korean officlals today falled to
reach agreement over their inqui-
ries Into the alleged massacre of
civilians by US troops 50 years
ago, officlals sald, reports AFP.

South Korean negotiators, who
had held a marathon overnight
meeting here with US counter-
parts to work out a joint statement
on the results of probes into the
massacre, admitted no break-
through had been made.

"We decided to have further
talks Lo finalise it,"” sald the head |
delegate Kim Byoung-Ho, [rom
the Prime Minister's Office. |

No schedule for the next round
of talks was set, but Kim said both
sides planned (o wind up the case
before US President Bill Clinton's
tenure in the White House expires |
inJanuary next year.

He did not elaborate further,

of the Philippine leader.

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 7: With Palestinians Palestinians.

calling for a 2,000-member UN protection force,
I Britain and France today readied alternatives for
! observers In the West Bank and Gaza that might be
|
a
1
|
!
|

more acceptable to Israel, reports Reuters.

British UN ambassador Sir Jeremy Greenstock
and French envoy Pascal Telxelra da Silva are sug-
gesting the UN Security Council agree in principle to
an International presence and then ask Secretary-
General Kofi Annan to work out terms agreed by

| bothlIsrael and the Palestinians.

| Greenstock told reporters on Wednesday that
most members viewed the Palestinian proposal as
an "option thal leads nowhere” and an attempt to
make a political point because no force can be
deployed without Israel’s consent.

‘But were worried about the violence on the
ground and using the council's Influence to do some-
thing aboul it," he said. "That is what we are going to
explore.”

The violence between Israeli and Palestinians
erupted on Sept 28 killing 300 people, most of them

ing

Jerusalem.

"dilution” of it.

UK, France present options
for observers in WB, Gaza

Britain, in consultation with France, plans to
distribute amendments on Thursday to a Palestin- |
ian-initiated draft resolution.

Palestinians and their supporters on the council |
have been pushing for a vote by Friday on establish-
a 2.000-member unarmed mijlitary observer
force to protect civillans in the West Bank, Gaza and

"Friday is still the target,” Palestinian UN delegate |
Naser al-Kidwa said. "The situation on the ground |
demands quick action because casualties are
mounting and because destruction is spreading.”

Al-Kidwa, however, was cautious about the new |
proposals, saving he needed to see Lthe text first. He |
sald he wanted to see a UN observer force and not a |

But the United States and a number of other |
council members oppose any force that Israel will
not approve. Israel has said it might be open to third-
party observers, but only if the Palestinians negoti-
ated the terms directly with them.

Roman Catholic priests lead a protest march to the Senate to call for the resignation of President
Joseph Estrada in Manila yesterday as the senate tribunal opens the unprecedented corruption trial

-AFP photo

- Four killed in
. LTTE grenade
| attack

COLOMBO, Dec 7: Four people
were killed In a suspected Tamil
Tiger rebel attack today on a
- small village in eastern Sri
- Lanka, a military spokesman
. sald, reports Reulters.

"About 20 people came and
threw a grenade Into a house,
. killing two men, one woman and
' achlld,” sald military spokesman
. Brigadier Sanath Karunaratne.
He sald the attackers were
| chased off into a jungle on the
edge of the Sinhalese village,
located near Wellkanda, 200 km
(125 miles) northeast of Colombo.

Police said they were still
. Investigating the case, but added
it was possible the attackers had
mistaken their target for a nearby
nomeguard post.

Gunmen attack

but the dissent was reportedly
over whether a premedilated |
order by the US military had been

made Lo shoot Korean refugees. |

Over the past year, Seoul and |
Washingion have held their own |
separale investigations into the
incidents at No Gun Ri, 214 kilo- |
metres south of Seoul, during the |
1950-53 Korean War.

Over three days around July
26, 1950, American soldiers were
alleged to have gunned down
Korean civilians fleeing the North |
Korean army. The South's |
accounts have sald hundreds |

KABUL, Dec 7: Afghanistan's ruling Taliban
militia today said more United Nations sanclions
would fail to force them to hand over suspected
terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden. reports
AFP.

Deputy Information Minister Mawlawi
Abdurrahman Hotak sald bin Laden was a "guest
and upholder of the Afghan holy war" and compared
him to political refugees who have taken shelter in
the West. -

He blamed Lhe United States lor lorcing ils wishes
on the international community and said further
sanctions would only worsen an already desperate
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan.

“The US has always initiated sanctions against
other countries but history has shown these curbs
have had no results except for adding to the suffer-
ing of the people,” Hotak said.

"We do not bow to their unilateral demands. We
. will resist any pressure for the sake of our just
cause.”

The US State Department on Wednesday spelled

But a Pentagon probe into the
wartime incident found no con-
clusive evidence soldiers were
ordered to kill, suggesting instead
their attack was sparked by panic,
a US report said Wednesday.

“The Washington Post, quoting a |
US Army draft report, also said it
remained impossible to establish |
how many civilians had been
Killed.

At the latest talks, the US

Seoul.
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Managing Director, Chhatak Cement Co Ltd, Chhatak,
Supamgonj invites sealed quotation for supply of shell End

JAYAPURA, Indonesia, Dec 7:

policemen, were Killed in a attack
on a police station and a market

Mill Cutter from genuine supplier, suppliers agent &
importer against Tender No PUR/A/1999/2000-2001. Tender
will be opened on 20.12.2000 at 11.00 AM at Purchase
Division. BCIC Head Office. Dhaka & Purchase Section,
Chhatak Cement Co Ltd. Tender documents will be available
against cash payment of Tk 400/- only from 1) BCIC Head
Office, 30-31, Dilkusha C.A., Dhaka. 2) BCIC Branch Office
6. Agrabad C.A., Chittagong & 3) Chhatak Cement Co Ltd,
Chhatak. No tender documents will be sold on opening day.

BCIC-1081-29/11/2000
DFP-29428-4/12
(3-2145

Hossain Ahmed Haroon
Asstt. Manager (Purchase)
For Managing Director

Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh °

Local Government Engineering Directorate
Rural Development Project-3: Infrastructure
Greater Sylhet District
LGED Bhaban. Agargaon, Sher-c-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207

Memo No. LGED/PD{RDP-3)/C-10/2000/492 Dated: 22-11-2000

Tender Notice

Tenders in Bangladesh Form No 2908 under sealed cover are
infilcd from bonafide supplier firms for supply of computer, laser
Panter, dot printer. UPS & IPS for use in Implementation. Moni-
oring & Evalvation Programme of the project titled Rural Devel-
opment Project-3: 2™ phase (3™ amendment) Infrastructure Greater
S_FIhf;I District under Local Government Engincering Direclorate.
Tender schedule consisting detailed information and terms & con-
dilions can he collected on cash pavment of Tk 500,00 (ive hun-
dred) only (non-refundabley from the office of the undersigned &
Exceutive Engincer. LGED. District = Sylhet/Moulvibazar/ Habi-
Bany/Sunamganj duning office hours up to 19-12-2000. Tenders can
be submitied in preseribed tender box at the above offices on 20-12-

= | 2000 up 10 1-00 (one) PM and will be opencd on the same day at 1-

P 30 PM in presence (i) any) of the atending tenderers. I, under any
| Unspeciticd or unavoidable circumstance. it is not possible o sub-
 Mlreceive tender on the abovementioned date, then i will be sub-
Miticd/received on the next office day without any adgditional notifi-
: ﬂlfl!ﬂ under the same terms & conditions at the specified place,

IS notice 15 bnel, interested tenderers can obtain detailed infor-
- Mation from this office during office hours, The authority reserves
e right 1o accept or reject any or all tenders withoul assigning uny
feiason.
DFP-28923.29/1
G-2138

Mohammad Lokman Hakim
Project Dircelor,

| Al least six people, two of them
?
|

in the remote Indonesian prov-
ince of Irian Jaya on Thursday,
reports AFP.

Police, who retaliated with
violent ralds on student hostels,
sald the attack was the work of
militants who want the moun-
lainous, jungle-clad province to
become an independent state
called West Papua.

Police and traders at the
Abepura market on the outskirts
of the capital Jayapura were
attacked at 2:00 am (2300 BST
Wednesday) with primitive
spears, arrows, axes and Molotov
coklalls, police and witnesses
told AFP.

"One policeman was killed by
an arrrow and the other in an axe
attack,” Jayapura police chief
Lieutenant Colonel Daud
Sihombing told AFP.

Hospital sources sald a Pap-
uan security guard died after
being speared in the head. Four
policemen and several residents

Six killed in Irian
~ Jaya violence

| out seven fresh sanctions which could be added to
the aviation and financial curbs imposed last year
after the Taliban refused to extradite bin Laden.

= ——

Taliban defiant 1n face of
fresh sanctions

Bin Laden, a Saudi-born billionaire and financier
of terrorist groups, is a veteran of the 1979-89
Afghan war against the Soviets and is considered a
hero of Islam by the ultra-puritanical Taliban

He is wanted in the United States for his alleged
involvement in the 1998 US embassy bombings in
East Africa which killed more than 200 people

The Taliban consistently say they have received

Meanwhile. Russia and United States join forces
today in calling for an arms embargo and other |
sanctions to force Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers to
surrender suspected bomber Osama bin Laden.

The two former Cold War rivals expect to intro-
duce a UN Security Council resolution to pressure
the Taliban to close alleged terrorists training camps
and surrender bin Laden, the exiled Saudi Arabian
charged by Washington with plotting the August
1998 bombings of two US embassies in East Africa.

The measure would also tighten an existing flight
embargo and a freeze on the Taliban's assets
abroad. And it would ban the sale of chemicals used
to convert opium to heroin.

family of
ULFA leader

GUWAHATI, India, Dec 7:
Gunmen in the northeastern
Indian state of Assam have
attacked the family of the region's
most powerful separatist rebel
chief, police said today, reports
AFP.

The unidentified gunmen
sprayed bullets from a car
Wednesday night at the family
home of Paresh Baruah -- mili-
tarv commander of the United
Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA]
- i Jeraigaon village in eastern

no evidence from Washington, although thev have ' Assam
been briefed by top US officials and provided with No one was injured -in -the
hundreds ol pages of documenits. attack, although Baruah's

mother was home at the time
"A few bullets pierced through
the tin-roof of the house,” a local
. police spokesman told AFP by
telephone.

Baruah is believed to be in
neighbouring Bhutan, where
ULFA has its general headquar-
lers.

The attack on Baruah's house

' follows a spate of massacres of
non-Assamese businessmen,

. which the government has
blamed on ULFA. The rebel group
has denied any involvement.

® @ @

F1j1 set to drop treason
e e v charges against Speight

Sihombing said one of the |
policemen killed was from the |

crack anti-riot Brimob (mobile
police brigade).

Three of the attackers died at
the hand of police he said, one of
them during the attack, and two
during the search for them. Police
were late Thursday holding 86
people in custody in connection
with the incident.

Provincial police chief Briga-
dier General Sylvanus Wenas
blamed pro-independence civil-
lan guards known as the Papuan
Tasklorce for Lhe attack.

Sampe sald the leaders of the
altack had been Iidentified as
university students from the
central highlands town of
Wamena who were boarding in an
off-campus hostel in Abepura.

“They are terrorists. They are
extremely anarchistic. We declare
war on them,"” Sampe said.

Immediately after the attack
police launched raids on student
hostels In the area and began
arresting them.

|
|
l
l
|
|

AUCKLAND, Dec 7: Treason
charges against Fiji coup leader
George Speight and his co-
conspirators are likely to be
dropped soon, political and diplo-
matic sources said today, reports
AFP.

Their impending release on bail
on minor charges could follow the
failure of the state's Public Prose-
cution Office and the Police to
gain adequate evidence for the
capital treason charges, sources
told AFP.

Their release would outrage an
international community already
irritaled at the slow return lo
democracy in Fiji and open new
lensions between the interim
government and the Fiji Military
Forces (FMF), the sources say.

The latest developments were
revealed as further charges of
treason were brought against an
ex-civil servant.

Simione Drole, a former Public
Works Department employee who
was alongside Speight during the
storming of Parllament, was

remanded until December 20.

In a separate development,
treason charges were withdrawn
Wednesday from four other con-
spirators.

Sources have blamed the
moves on lack of legal talent and
despondency rather than a con-
spiracy to avoid justice.

Unrelated sources confirmed
that there were high-level fears
Fiji would fall to prosecute the
plotters. However another official
said this did not apply to Speight
who would "be mﬂdll::' an example
of",

On May 19 Speight and others
attacked Parliament and held
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry and his government
hostage for 56 days.

On May 29 the FMF dumped
the constitution and declared
martial law. Later It appointed an
interim government led by Prime
Minister Laisenia Qarase, which
made no secret of its support for
the reasoning. if not the methods.
behind the coup.

'Chances of Indo-Pak talks remote’

NEW DELHI, Dec 7: The recent flurry of statements from India and
Pakistan has taken the nascent peace process in Kashmir to a delicate
i;:ﬁe. but analysts say direct talks are a remote possibility, reports

The peace process was Initiated when New Delh) suspended coun-
ler-insurgency operations against Kiashmiri militant groups on
November 27 for the Islamic holy month of Ramadan. )

On December 2, Pakistan said Its troops would exercise "maximum
restraint” along the Line of Control (LoC) which divides Indian- and
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir.

Pakistan also sald it was willing to enter Into "meaningful dialogue”
with India and proposed that the All Parties Hurrlyat Conference
(APHC), the main Kashmirl separatist alllance, hold talks with
Ia!;::nahari and New Delhl separately to pave the way for three-way
lalKs.

India on its part welcomed the offer of "maximum restraint” but
rejected the demand for (ripartite talks, although Prime Minister Atal
Beharl Vajpayee indicated that the month-long ceaselire in Kashmir
could be extended.

Three prominent leaders of the Hurriyat are currently in New Delhi,
reportedly for talks with the Indian leadership.

Earlier this week, Hurrlyat chairman Abdul Gani Bhat sald he was
ready for talks with both India and Pakistan and added that the
ceasellre had generaled a "proplitious” atmosphere for talks to solve
the Kashmir Issue,

Analysts, however, say short term prospects for any direct Indo-
Pakistan dialogue are bleak.

“This Is posturing, especially by Pakistan under International pres-
sure,” sald Kalim Bahadur, a professor of South Aslan Studies from

New Delhi's Jawaharlal Nehru University.

“The positions taken by the two sides, are so rigid and inflexible that
Itis difficult to see them talking." he added.

Brahma Chellaney, an analyst with the Centre for Policy Research,
was equally pessimistic.

‘1 do not see any forward movement and certainly not towards talks
of any kind, both sides are doing this due to international pressure,”
Chellaney said. '

“Peace does not work when you are under pressure militarily ...
rlﬁhl“nuwl think it Is the militants who are in control, striking targets
at will.”

A weslern diplomat in New Delhi said any negotlations would be
carrled out In secrel.

“These officlal declarations are for public and foreign consumption,
The real nitty-gritty will be sorted out behind closed doors,” the diplo-
mat sald.

Experts are unsure If the Hurriyat can play any meaningful role in
resolving the Kashmir dispute as they are perceived to be pro-

Takistanl.

"The Hurrlyat does not represent the Kashmiri people -- just one
section of opinion,” says Chellany.

But Bharat Karnad, another analyst with the Centre of Policy
Research disagreed.

“The Hurrlyat says that they are ready to talk to both sides so they
could set the dialogue process in motion," Karnad sald, adding that
while Pakistan could claim that the talks were tripartite, New Delhl
could say it was talking to the Hurrlyat and Islamabad separately.

New Delhi Is unlikely to take a decision on talks until after it gauges
the success of the Ramadan ceasefire.
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