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Another Israeli
- diplomat

shot in Jordan

AMMAN, Dec 6: Israel today
prepared Lo send home “unneces-
sary" embassy staff and their
family members a day after a
‘glvlnmm\ shot and wounded a

plomat at its Amman mission,
an embassy spokesman said,
reports AFP.

“Unnecessary staff (and family
members) will be sent to Israel ;’lné
the coming days,” Roey Gilad (
AFP, mnr;lgmung an Israell army
radio report.

The wounded diplomat,
Shlomo Razabi, was also due to
be flown home after

und 1g surgery for broken
bon:;g?n e foot caused by a
bullet wound, at the Ammman Arab
Heart Centre, he said.

Razabl, an administrative
employee with diplomatic status,
was shot and wounded Tuesday
evening by one or more unidenti-
fled gunmen as he drove his car
with his wife and another Israeli
diplomat In western Amman,
Gilad said. :

He is the second Israeli diplo-
mat in Amman to be attacked in
two weeks and both shootings
have been claimed in Befrut by
the underground Islamic group,
the Movement for the Struggle of
the Jordanian Islamic Resis-
tance.

The same group had claimed
responsibllity in 1997 for firing
shots at a car carrying guards for
the Israeli embassy in Amman,
wounding them.

Sharif suffers
from chest pain

LAHORE, Dec 6: Pakistan's
jailed ousted prime minister
Nawaz Sharif is suffering from
chest pain that worsened yester-
day, his daughter Maryam Safdar
said, reports BSS.

Safdar told Reuters in Lahore
by telephone that her mother had
reported after a visit vesterday
that her husband, who will be 51
on December 25, had complained
of the chest pain for the past two
davs.

"My father’'s chest pain
increased today,” Safdar said.

There was no immediate infor-
mation about the cause of the
pain, but Saldar said a family
doctor had visiled and recom-
mended the former prime minis-
ter receive “specialised treat-
ment” by a cardiologist.

She also said that an electro-
cardiogram performed by a team

‘ol army doctors had not been

normal. "These reports are very
disturbing for the entire family,”
Safdar said.

Rocket attack
kills soldier
in Pakistan

QUETTA. Pakistan. Dec 6: A
Pakistani soldier was killed and
three people were injured late
Tuesday as five rockets slammed
a military area in the southwest-
ern city of Quetta, police said,
reports AFP.

The rockets fired from the Koh-
I-Murdar hills overlooking Quetta
targeted two military check-
points, injuring two soldiers. One
of the wounded soldiers died on
his way to hospital, police said.

The rockets also hit a house in
the same district, injuring two
civilians, they said.

Officials said they were investi-
gating the attack. No arrests have
been reported.

At least 17 rockets were fired
from the same hills about three
months ago. No casualties were
reported as the rockets in the
previous attack landed In
unpopulated areas.

Tuesday's attack was the first
since the military police recently
set up special check posts on the
hills.

Besides the rocket attacks for
which no one has claimed
responsibility, Quetta has also
been rocked by around 20 bomb
blasts in the past few months.

World's largest
cable TV

network

SHANGHAI, Dec 6: China's
largest industrial and commer-
cial center of Shanghal has fin-
ished setting up an interactive
wide-band cable TV network for
one million users, the largest city
cable network in the world,
‘Emrdin%_tn the Shanghal infor-
mation office, reports Xinhua.

The city already possesses the
world's largest cable TV network
with 3.2 million users. The
Shanghal Municipal Government
plans to make the present net-
work entirely interactive within 3
years, providing users faster,
cheaper and beller access to
internet and voice transmission
services.

The project will help Shanghai
realise the integration of cable TV,
fixed telephone and data net-
works.

An Inleractive network will
improve the quality and safety of
mformation transmission via the
Internet, while also greatly
Increasing the transmission
Capacily and therefore, paving
the way for future broadcasting of
high definition TV signals.

The Shanghal Cable Network
Co. Lid., which Is undertaking
the project, has initiated services

on the new network, such
48 high-speed access 1o the
Internet, on-line share trading,
Interactive TV, on-line video
pr ng. on-line-education,
g:- lne-mc;:l:;al services, e-
mmerce intelligent resi-
dential community. ;
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China declines to take part in naval

Arablan Sea, officials sald here today, reports AFP,

er the International Fleet Review.
ndia last week had said 70 warships
submarine and naval vessels from Britain and

Lo

"backed out” of the exercise were unfounded.

ity to participate,” the spokesman said.
"It was a general invitation and newspape

able for comment.

TALLAHASSEE, Dec 6: Florida Supreme Court
kept the presidential race on the legal fast track,
agreeing to speedily hear Al Gore's appeal ol a ruling
awarding George W. Bush the state's 25 electoral
votes, reports AP.

The arguments were scheduled for Thursday
morning, the latest legal twist among many in the
month since the presidential election left Bush
leading by a slim margin among 6 million votes cast
in the pivotal state.

Gore wants to reverse a devastating defeat Mon-
day, when Circuit Judge N. Sanders Sauls rejected
every argument Gore presented for why a slate
certified 537-vote victory for Bush should be nulli-
fied.

Sauls concluded Gore had not proven the resulls
of the eleetion would change even il his legal argu-
ments won out and the court conducted hand
recounts of 14,000 disputed ballots in Miami-Dade
and Palm Beach counties.

To win an appeal, Gore must show a reasonable
probability that recounts would tip the election to
him and that county boards abused their discretion.

Encouraging to Democrats was their return to a
state appeals court that provided their greatest legal

sy, .

US First Lady and Senator-elect Hillary

Corzine, a Democrat from New Jersey.

TEHRAN, Dec 6: Thousands of Iranian students
today voiced their anger with the regime’s conserva-
tive leaders and hailed reformist President
Mohammad Khatami when he arrived to address
them on the annual Students Day, reports AFP.

NEW DELHI, Dec 6: China has declined to participate in an interna-
tional naval exercise India plans to hold in February next year in the ~ Shangh

An Indian defence ministry spokesman, however, Insisted that
Beljing's decision should not be taken as a snub to India’s efforts put

. Including a French nuclear
e United States,
would sail into Indian waters for the five-day exercises off Bombay.
India has not invited arch-rival Pakistan to the exercises.
The defence ministry spokesman sald news reports of China having

“General invitations were sent oul to many countries. There is no
question of China backing out ... They have just expressed their inabil-

rs, by actually printing it,

have shown it as a snub but it is not," he sald of the Chinese refusal,
which was recelved by the Indian naval headquarters on Monday.
Officials at the Chinese embassy here were not iImmediately avail-

The spokesman also shrugged off recent Chinese protests over
Indian naval manoeuvres in the South China Sea as routine and said

1
Clinton (L)
press on Tuesday after her Senate orientation session on Captiol
Hill in Washington, DC. With her is fellow Senator-elect John

exercises sponsored by India

they were not connected with the September 15-19 "goodwill visit” to
al by two Indian warships.

“The goodwill visit was very welcome and in fact our ships recelved a

red carpe
protest,” he said.

has fough
ence from Britain in 1947.

submarines.

closest military ally, Russia.

Florida Supreme Court agrees
to hear Gore appeal

victory to date, a decision last month extending by a
week the date by which countles could conduct
hand counts,

After the extension falled to put Gore ahead, he
challenged the certified Florida results In court,
forcing a marathon weekend trial capped by Sauls’
dramatic announcement from the bench Monday.

Sauls rejected Gore's request for a manual
recount in two counties and to overturn Bush's
victory in the state that stands to pick [he next presi-
dent when it formally awards its electoral votes.

Florida Supreme Court spokesman Cralg Waters
said Tuesday that the justices had allotted an hour
Thursday for oral arguments, 30 minutes apiece. On
a technical point of what issues would be argued, he
sald lawyers would discuss whether the court
should decide the case as well as the Issues.

The court could still reject the case, uphold Sauls’
ruling or reverse all or part of it, returning it to the
lower court with further instructions.

Joseph Lieberman, Gore's vice presidential can-
didate, said the Florida Supreme Court would be
“the final arbiter” of the election dispute.

Gore himself said he didn't feel "anything other
than optimistic.”

WASHINGTON, Dec 6: US First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
assumed her new role as US
senator Tuesday, going to meet-
ings and attending an exclusive
dinner for members of the incom-
ing Senate, accompanied by her
husband, US President Bill
Clinton, reports AFP.

"It probably is his first official

—tor-elect,"~“White -House- spekes-
man Jake Siewert said of the
president's appearance at the
dinner, held at the US Supreme
Court and hosted by Senate
Majority Leader Trent Lott.

In the coming months, Siewert
added, the US commander in
chief "is looking forward to head-
ing out into the private sector and
earning a living and supporting,
as he said, the new senator and
the family." * :

On November 7, the 53-year-
old first lady soundly defeated her
Republican rival Rick Lazio in
New York, becoming one of 13
women in the 100-member upper
chamber of the US Congress.

One of nine new Democrats

i

talks to the

- AFP photo

Iranian students decry
conservatives

They also lashed out against Ali Larijani, the head
of the conservative-run state television and radio, as
well as two leading conservative papers.,

The Students Day was established in 1953 after
riots broke out between police of the shah's regime

event as the spouse of the sena-.

Hashemi-Shahrudi.

release of "political prisoners.”

constitution,” Khatami
the basic law.”

Taliban.,”

Islamic regime.

"Shahrudi, resign, resign,” between 6,000 and
7,000 students at Tehran University, cried referring
to the country's'judiciary chief, Ayatollah Mahmud

The students, whose cries intensified with the
arrival of Khatami on campus, also demanded the

"Khatami. Kbhatami. our next president!” the
students chanted as the head of state, a hero to the
young, sald that Iran was determined to “follow the
path of democracy and a peoples' government.”

During his speech, which was frequently inter-
rupted by cheers from the audience, the president
underlined that the Iranian people shared his "hope
for democracy and a respect for freedom.”

“All of this can be realised if we all respect the
asserted,
‘non-application of certain articles and chaplers of

His words were welcomed by cries of "Death lo the
by students comparing Iran's ultra-
conservalive Shilte clergy to the strict Afghan

and students opposing a scheduled visit by then US
vice president Richard Nixon. Several students were
killed in the clashes.

An ongoing power-struggle between the country's

conservatives and
recent months, with reformists accusing conserva-

reformers has intensified in

tives of alming to limit Khatami’'s powers.

reforms.

deploring the

Khalami, whose four-year term comes to an end
in May, in November admitted that he was "incapa-
ble" of enforcing the constitution and took subtle
but clear aim at conservatives who have stymied his

Conservative courts here have closed most pro-
reform newspapers since reformists won parliamen-
tary elections in February, while many journalists
and Khatami allies have been jailed or are on trial.

Asked In November if he would run for a second
term, Khatami sald: "It is too soon for that ."

Some aldes have suggested he may not run for re-

seclors.

NEW DELHI, Dec 6: A secret
report sent to India’s prime min-
ister describes a state of anarchy
in the northeastern state of
Manipur, where milltants move
freely In government offices and
most police stations have been
abandoned, reports Reuters.

The Pioneer newspaper sald
today that, according to the Home
{(interior) Ministry report, “the
writ of the extremists Is more
effective than that of the adminis-
tration” In the mountainous
slate.

It said militants from the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) of
Manipur have entered the state
secrelariat and walked away with
classified documents, civil ser-
vants are sitting at home and
senlor police officials have to

bribe militants to get back weap-

Anﬁf*chy gi'ipé'

ons,

The PLA 1s leading a three-
decade-old battle to win Inde-
pendence for the mostly tribal
population of 2.6 million people.

It accuses the federal govern-
ment of neglecting the state, one
of seven northeastern slales
where dozens of groups are fight-
ing for separate homelands or
fighting each other in tribal wars.

The Ploneer sald 22 members
of the state legislative assembly
had been hiding at the chief min-
Ister's house In the state capital,
Imphal, for the past three days.

It quoted the report as saying
that "militants are able to move
freely within the secretariat and
government offices, with the
security forces not taking any
action”.

It sald that only I8 of the

election because of the wide-ranging powers of the
conservatives, who In addition to the courts control
stale media, the police and army, and key economic

Manipur

state’'s 57 police statlons are
functional. Most have been aban-
doned following extremist
attacks.

“The worst-affected districts
are Thoubal and Chandel, where
the administration is almost non-
existent and hundreds of armed
militants freely roam the streets,”
It added.

The dally sald government
officers who try to resist the mili-
tants are shot dead or attacked,
and cited the case of a registrar of
cooperative socleties who was
sprayed with bullets for refusing
Lo obey orders from extremists.,

It sald militants had also called
for a ban on Hindi-language films
and programmes on satellite
television channels, and had
selzed Hindi-language film cas-
seltes lrom video stores.

' {

{ treatment by the Chinese but the exercises received mild

“These kind of protests are normal. These things are done so no one
can lay a permanent clalm on the other’s territory.”

Relations between Indla and China have always been difficult and
the two countries fought a bloody two-month war in 1962.

Ties plummeted following India’s nuclear tests In 1998, but have
since undergone something of thaw with a serfes of high-level visits.

New Delhi, however, Is wary of China's support to Pakistan, which
t three wars with Indla since the subcontinent's Independ-

China too keeps a wary eye on the Indian Navy's ambitions of
expanding Its reach in the Indian Ocean.

The navy here last week sald It will commission a destroyer and
eight other warships next year, as well as four Russian-bullt spy
planes, and will not give up its options of possessing nuclear-powered

India 1s also in the process of acquiring an alrcraft carrier from ts

W

CIA brief:
Bush

AUSTIN, Texas, Dec 6: Lacking
"a clear verdict” a month after the
presidential election, Republican
George W. Bush yesterday inched
closer lo the White House with his
first regular CIA briefing and
work on a potential transition,
reports Reuters.

"Had a good briefing this morn-
ing," the Texas governor told
reporters on his way to the state
capitol. "l appreciate the (Clinton)
administration's willingness to
send a member of the intelligence
community over to give me a
security brieflng."

As he has for much of the past
month, Bush yesterday tried on
the mantle of president-elect
despite the protracted uncer-
tainty over whether he or Demo-
crat Al Gore won Nov. 7 election.

Bush expressed confidence
that he would prevall and be
sworn as the 43rd US president
on Jan. 20, saying he could not
imagine any other scenario.

“Not really, but until there's
finality call me governor.," he said
on the CBS programme .

Hillary assumes new role
as US senator

and two new Republicans in the
US Senate who will join the 107th
Congress on January 3, 2001,
when it begins its legislative
session, Clinton made her first
appearance in the US Senate
Tuesday, touring the body's
chambers with other freshman
lawmakers.

The smiling first lady was
visibly surrounded by a security

defail but made no statement 0 |

the press as she toured the Sen-
ate building, where current law-
makers were attempting to final-
ise the federal budget.

But after the meetings, she told
the press she "had a very good
day.”

She said she was "struck by the
history” of Congress and vowed to
work hard for her constituents.

Asked about her dual role as
first lady and senator during the
interim between Congress's
January 3 start of business and
the anticipated January 20
swearing-in of the 43rd president
of the United States, she said: "I
think that will develop over time.
... 'mnot averse to hard work."

Factory gas leak
in Calcutta

CALCUTTA, India, Dec 6:
Calcutta police fought pitched
battles with environmentalists
alter 25 people were hospitalised
lollowing a leak of toxic gas from a
tanker, officials said today,
reports AFP.

The fire department said 25
people, including 10 children,
were rushed to hospital when
ammonia gas leaked from a
tanker belonging to a meat-
processing factory late Tuesday
in Calcutta’'s Howrah district.

Angered by the leakage, some
2,000 protesters and environ-
mentalists picketed the factory
and clashed with police.

Madanlal Pahava
dead

MUMBAI, Dec 6: Madanlal
Pahava, who was incarcerated for
18 years for his involvement in
the Mahatma Gandhl assassina-
tion case, died here today, family
sources sald, reports PTI.

Pahava died at a private hospi-
tal, where he was admitted
around a week ago, source said.

The seventy-four-year old
Hindu Zealot was undergoing
dialysis for last eight years., '

Pahava was born In Pakpattan
village in Montegomary district In
Pakistan and migrated to India
alter partition.

He had been entrusted with
carrying out a crude bomb explo-
sfon at the site of Gandhit's reli-
flous prayer meeting when the

ahatma was gunned down by
Nathuram Godse. ]

He was nabbed at the site
along with Nathuram, his brother
Gopal Godse, Narayan Aple and
Vishupant Karkare,

While Nathuram and Apte
were hanged to death the nltlt*r
three were sentenced to life
mlprlsnnnwnt.

‘avaha was lodged In Ambala

rison at Pherozepore in Punjab.
le did his MA in Hindi from the

jall.

Alter his release from the jail in
1964, he went on to marry
Manjirl, who also took part in the
movement for unified
Maharashtra. He leaves behind
his wife.

Alter spending some time with
Gopal Godse in Pune, Pahava
settled In the metropolis and
practised labour law and became
a labour contractor later.
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Pradesh state.

Indian Muslim activists shout anti-government slogans and
demand the rebuilding of the Babri Mosque during a demonstra-
tion near Parliament in New Delhi yesterday on the eighth anni- |
versary of the razing of the mosque in Ayodhya, in northern Uttar

US asks China
to release
Falungong

member

WASHINGTON, Dec 6: The
United States on Tuesday called
on China to release a US resident
and Falungong practitioner jalled
for documenting alleged abuses
against the banned spiritual
movernent, re s AFP.

US State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher sald a
secret one-day trial of Teng
Chunyan last month on esplo-
nage charges was “deeply dis-
turbing.”

“We urge the Chinese authori-
Lies to release Ms. Teng and (o
permit her to return to the United
States,” Boucher told reporters.

"We have ralsed this case with
Chinese authorities, both In
Beljing and In Washington,”
Boucher said, urging China to
end a erackdown on Falungong
and to uphold the internationally
recognised right of citizens to take
part In "peaceful spiritual pur-
suits.”

Although Teng is a US resl-
dent, she is not a US citizen and
as such has no right of consular
access, Boucher said.

Teng, 37, an acupuncturist
who lives in New York, was held
on charges of “prving into state
intelligence for overseas organi-
sations” at the Beijing Intermedi-
ale People’s Court.

-A¥FP photo

Malaysian opposition leader
may face sedition charge

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 6: A Malaysian opposition
party official may be charged with sedition over his
alleged involvement in a campaign to discredil Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad overseas, a minister
said today, reports AFP.

Police have completed thelr Inquiry into
Mohamad Ezam Mohamed Nor and have submilted
their findings to the attorney-general, deputy home
minister Zainal Abidin Zin said.

"The attorney-general's chambers will decide
whether Ezam can be taken to court under the Sedi
tion Act,” he was quoted by the national news agency
Bernama as telling parliament.

Sedition is punishable by up to three years in jall
or a fine or both.

Mahathir has sald that Malaysians who criticise
their leaders while overseas are guilly ol treason
because they could deter forelgn investors.

Ezam is the youth chief of the National Justice
Party (Keadilan). founded by the wife of jalled former
deputy premier Anwar Ibrahim.

B R | A o

Appeals court s'uspéjnds

He is already on trial under the Official Secrets
Act lor allegedly leaking secret reports of Anti-
Corruption Agency investigations into two leading
ruling party figures.

This offence Is punishable by at least one vear in
jall and a maximum of seven. -

Ezam admitied in October that he had criticised
Mahathir in the United States and Europe over
Anwar's case.

He told AFP at the time that he met aides to pow-
erful Republican Senator Jesse Helms and members
of the conservative Heritage Foundation duringa US
trip to solicil support for Anwar

But he said he was not seeking trade sanctions
against Malaysia since these would be counter-
productive.

Zainal said the government viewed seriously the
actions ol certain groups to discredit the couniry s
leaders. He did not name any group but said police
and foreign ministry ollicials were monitoring
speeches they made locally or overseas.
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arrest order for Pinochet

SANTIAGO, Dec 6: The Santiago Appeals Court on
Tuesday suspended: the ~house arrest order
Augusto Pinochet issued December 1 by the judge
investigating human rights abuses during his dicta
torship, court sources said, reports AFP.

Attorneys for Pinochet, 85, submitted
appeal late Monday, the sources said.

President Ricardo Lagos was due to meet with
military leaders on Tuesday to discuss the trial of
Pinochet, but was not expected to convene the
National Security Council, Interior Minister Jose
Miguel Insulza said Monday.

Following hastily-called meetings with his coun
terparts In Chile's navy, air lorce and customs oifice,
Army commander-in-chief General Ricardo lzuriela
had proposed that the National Security Council be
convened to discuss the situation.

Last Friday, Judge Juan Guzman ordered the
former dictator be placed under house arrest for his
role as the "intellectual author” of the 1973 series of
kKidnappings and murders of 75 political opponents

their

P
10}

known as the "caravan of death.

Pinochet's attormey, Sergio Castro, said the legal-
leam's appeal _ n part at ensuring that
Pinochet not be confined to his home in Santiago.
Since last week, Pinochet has been staving at his
country home southwest ol the capital, near the
Pacilic coast

The Santiago Appeals Court’s hold on the house
arrest order is to remain in effect until the same
court rules on a motion liled by Pinochet's attorneys
the entire case against him. The court is
expected to hand down its ruling by Thursday .

II that motion is rejected, Pinochet's house arrest
and the process of nolilying him of the charges
him w immediate and indefinite
effect, as set out in Guzman's order.

The general's atlorneys maintain Guzman's order
was illegal, insisting that before handing it down he
should | interrogated Pinochet, and mental
health exams of the general which Guzman himself
ordered should have been carried out.
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Blair under fire over EU| Fourkilled in
rapid reaction force

LONDON, Dec 6: British Prime
Minister Tony Blair was back on
the defensive over Europe on
Tuesday after the US defence
secretary warned that the Euro-
pean rapid reaction force could
weaken NATO, reports AFP.

Cohen said

meeting ol

will only weaken

British Defence Minister Geofl
Hoon played down the impact of
the remarks, made by Cohen, the
outgoing secrelary ol delence, al a
the

landmine blast
in Lanka

COLOMBO, Dec 6: Tamil Tiger
guerrillas set off a powerful
landmine in eastern Sri Lanka
| today, killing four bus passengers
| and wounding 21 others. local
officials said, reports AFP.

The Claymore-type bomb was
almed at a bus near the town of

itsell,

N .:1.—[ h{ }

alliance iIn

Blair, who claimed recently
that the US government had no
qualms about the force, faced
accusations he had misled the
British public.

And the right-wing press and
the opposition Conservative Party
were expected to renew their
claims that the force was a pre
cursor to a fully-fledged Euro-
pean army.

The latest row erupted when
US Secretary of Defence William
Cohen said that the rapid reac-
tion force could "weaken ties
between the US and Nato and
Nato and the EU."

He said there were "too many
questions” still hanging over the
project and added it could lead to
a wasteful overlap between the
two defence alliances.

“There should be a single plan-
ning operation, and not duplica-
Live and redundant, because that

Brussels.

He sald they were “larewell
remarks to a NATO meeting indi-
cating the KkKind of risks that
exist .

"He is In a sense warning about

Batticaloa, military spokesman

| Sanath Karunaratne said.

the same thing that we have been f

warning about: we should not
duplicate. We have gol to have
proper arrangements
the EU and NATO.

| have argued that we need o
increase our capability. US tax-
payers are saving they are not
prepared to pay their dollars
when Europe is not ready to pay
themselves. | regard that as

securing a strong link across the |

Atlantic.’

Hoon added:
warning that there is a tendency
in the US lowards a degree ol
isolationism and he wants 10 see
firm connections across the
Allantic. As do we.

US, S Korea hold talks

R R S %

on wartime massacre

SEOUL, Dec 6: US and South
Korean officlals held talks today
on an alleged massacre of Korean
civillans by US troops during the
1950-53 Korean War, with pres-
sure mounting on Washington lor
an apology, reports AFP.

The one-day sesslon, held at a
war memorial hall in central
Seoul, was aimed at coordinating
and Nnalising the results of sepa-
rate probes Into the 1950 incl-
dent, South Korean ofticials said,

The talks continued til late In
the evening, Yu Hyung-Suk of
Prime Minister's Office In Seoul
sald, adding there will be a brief-
ing on the outcomes Thursday.

But chances ol reaching a
conclusion remained slim.

"We expect little from today's

talks." another Seoul ofliclal told
AFP, while asking for anonymity,
at the start ol the talks.

He did not elaborate, but
reports sald Seoul and Washing-
ton were at odds over Key parts ol
the inquiry, including whether a
premeditated order had been
made to shoot to death the Korean
civilian relugees.

US and South Korean military
officials have held their own
investigations into the incidents
at No Gun Ri, 214 kin south ol
Seoul, over three days around
July 26, 1950.

US troops were alleged to have
gunned down civilians lleeing the
North Korean army. South
Korean accounts have sald hun
dreds were killed

"Among the wounded are three

Sinhalese doctors who were
travelling in the bus,”
Karunaratne added.

Local oflicials said the bus
careered off into a lagoon after the
| blast

The attack was the second

between |

| against a bus in Sri Lanka since
| the separatist Liberation Tigers ol
| Tamil Eelam (LTTE) were accused

“‘Mr Cohen was |

of blowing up a bus on November
28, killing seven passengers.

AFI announces
new film awards

LOS ANGELES, Dec 6: The
American Film Institute
launched a new annual award
Nuesdayv designed to recognise
and preserve film accomplish-
ments, reports AFP.

AF1 2000, Honouring a Year ol
Excellence” will honour "AFl
Movies of the Year” and "AFl
Moments of Significance,” and
will be kicked off with this vear's
winners (o be announced Janu-
arv 9, the Insutute said.

The awards will boost AFl's
elforts to advance, document and
preserve film, televiston and other
forms of the moving image from a
historical perspective, said insti-
tute head Jean Pilcker
Firstenberg.,

In January AF1 will announce a
jury’s list of the 10 most out-
standing American films from
2000 “that best advanced the art
of the moving image {and)
inspired audiences and artists
alike or made a mark on Ameri-
can society in matter of stvle or
substance,” Firstenberg said.

Jurors may nominate films
and worthy "moments” as well as
reference material submitted by
AF1 historians, board members
and others.




