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journey along the democratic path. Ten years on, the
sapling of democracy has grown up with its roots deeply
and firmly ingrained in the nation’s socio-political psy-
che. There have been occasional hiccups all right: but
people have never let go of democracy. Maybe not at the
desired pace. the new-born democracy has grown in |

However. there have been crippling failures as well in
our democratic endeavours. And a virtuallyv dysfunc-
tional parliament stands testimony to the greatest fail- |
ure of the country’'s political leaders. Political indiscre-
tion capped by implacable obduracy on both sides of

ﬁed in continued abstention of the
BNP-led opposition lawmakers from the parliamentary
sessions since late last yvear., With both camps firm on
their respective positions. the seventh Jatiya Sangsad 1s |
highly likely to end its tenure on this extremely disap-
ointing note. Similarly, Awami League-led opposition
ovcott and subsequent mass resignation of the law-
makers deprived the nation of effective parliamentary
proceedings for nearly two years in the fifth Jatiya

Just imagine. if the opposition lawmakers in the fifth
and seventh JS, led by AL and BNP respectively. had
been true to their parliamentary role and responsibility,
our democracy would have been enriched with
mentarv experiences of ten years. The role of JS as
watchdog in our democracy would have been consoli-
dated. consequently increasing transparency and ac-
countability of the governments. Moreover, we would
have had witnessed the emergence of a few adroit par-
liamentarians. Unfortunately, benefits of a functional
parliament have got lost on confrontational and ex-
tremely personalised politics. Logical deliberations on
political issues in the parliament have made way for
denigration of political leaders at public meeting. Prot-
estations in the form of walkouts from parliamentary
sessions have been replaced by violent clashes on the
streets between rival leaders and activists. Conlronta-
tion and destruction thereby have become signature ol

Nevertheless. holding on to elected governments has
been our glittering success in such dark patches of de-
mocracy. Our people firmly believe that (it‘llrl()(“l'{l{‘}'
holds the kev to equitable governance and won't allow
anv form of government to supersede that. It's time our
politicians read the pulse of the public right. Let their
Democracy Dav resolve be total commitment to a flour-

A Sad Day for Cricket

RICKETERS are mortals and must pass on. But the
end of former Indian cricket captain Mohammad Azha-
ruddin’s career is. in many wavs, worse than death. To
fall fromi-grace on a corruption seandal, after being almost
a legend 1 vour lifeuume can be no less than a living death,
the most successtul of Indian captains. the man
who wis once described as “God’'s gift to Indian cricket",

Cricket in India (BCCI) on charges of match-fixing. The
charges. framed after persistent investigation over a period

ol nearly three years by the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBIl) India. have led the BCCI to impose a life ban on
former Test player Ajay Sharma, and to suspend for five
years Test star Ajay Jadeja and international player Manoj

That any sportsperson. anywhere in the world, should
be charged and penalised for corruption is cause enough
lor sadness. but that it should happen to cricket. made
famous as a gentleman's game, and to one of cricket's
most talented players. makes it doubly so. Azhar was a
hero who epitomised the best ideals of cricket: he had tal-
ent, he had dedication and we believed that he also had
Integrity. Azhar's disgrace is therefore of tragic import not
merely for him and for Indian cricket, but also for the fu-
ture of the game itself. The image of cricket has been seri-
ously damaged in recent years by persistent allegations of
match-fixing against top players. among whom former
South African captain Hansie Cronje, initially implicated
by the CBI, was eventually banned for life after confessing

But sad though these events might be, we feel they
should encourage us to take a long, hard and constructive
look at the way cricketers are compensated. Compared to
any other spectator sport in the world, cricketers earn
much less and cricketers say that the financial rewards of
the game must be brought, if not on par, than at least
close to the level of other sports such as football, for in-
stance. This is not to excuse those who have tainted the
name of this sport, but to suggest that if the game’'s stan-
dards are to improve, structural changes are needed.
Therefore, we hope that something positive will emerge
from this sad episode, that harsh penalties will not only
act as a deterrent for future offenders, but also lead to a
pragmatic reform of the rewards of the game. If that hap-
pens, Azhar's disgrace may not have been in vain.

- T S T TR NP R e R WL Mg, [N - . L o

vmm‘-ﬂ:‘ 1-'-.-..* b aadans 3o S Py e " ey ¥

@he Daily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S.M. Ali
- December 7, 2000

Democracy Day Pledges

EN years back, December 6 witnessed the fall of the

nine-year autocratic regime of general-turned-
politician HM Ershad in the face ol a mass upsurge.
Unarmed people imbibed with the mantra of democracy
pushed the gun-toting military back to the barracks,
enunciating the rebirth of democracy after years of des-
potic and quasi-democratic rules. It was a bloodless
| change of guard at the end of a trail stained with the
blood of Noor Hossain. Delwar. Dr Milon and scores of
others who embraced martvrdom for the cause of de-
mocracy. From that day on, the nation has resumed its

|
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HE inevitable has hap-
pened. Prime Minister
Barak has been caught in
the deep water of Israell politics.
He was nol caught unawares in
his swimming roll as he had
enough warnings during the last
couple of weeks. He survived
several no-confidence motions
against his minority government .
But this time it was all against
him -~ the majority of the Knesset
members and also the publie In
general who consider Barak as
“Ineffective”. Arlel Sharon
dragged him out of negotiating
table and put him in the streets of
Jerusalem with tanks and
machine guns (o contain the
Palestinian violence which
Sharon himselfl created. Barak
could not stop the violence and it
continued for over two months
with about 300 deaths-- about
95 per cent Palestinlans. Even
with 5 per cent (of 300) casualties
Israel got terribly nervous. They
have been feeling totally insecure
in their own homes. Palestinlan
extremist groups fully under-
stand the psychology and reac-
tions of the nervous Israeli people
who generally feel that they are in
a forelgn land and they can be
easlly under attack. This appears
Lo be Hizbullah's main strategy.
Indeed, Hizbullah bombed
Arafat a way to the negotiating
table, otherwise Israelis probably
would not have gone at all lor any
negotiation. It bombed Israeli
military out of Lebanon. These
extremist organisations are also
confident that they can bomb the
seltlers out of the occupied terri-
tories. It seems that their bombs
are more powerful than the
nuclear bombs of Israel. This is
why these extremisis are advising
Arafat to leave the negotiating
table and join them in throwing
Israel out of the occupled territo-

Barak in Political Turmoil -- Only Peace
Option may Return Him to Power

There can never be any peace with East Jerusalem remaining with Israel. The last proof was the debacle
that Israel has been facing since September 28-- the day Sharon visited the Muslim holy sites. If only a visit,
though by an unwanted person, could trigger that sort of disastrous response from the Palestinians, the
refusal to return the same to the Palestinians may lead to a gréater disaster-- the magnitude of which can-
not even be gauged at this stage.

ries. But Arafat has not
responded to their call. He still
believes In the peace process and
appears ready to go to the negot|-
ating table any time Barak Is
ready:.

The world expected Prime
Minister Barak to go all the way to
achleve comprehensive peace
that he promised earlier. Indeed,
he started well and more or less
prepared the Israeli public In
favour of "peace for land". Bul he
fell into Sharon's trap and could
not deal with the situation. Thus
the peace process collapsed.

The violence put Israeli poli-
tics Into turmoll. Knesset (parlia-
ment) has declded to dissolve
itself and go for the fresh election.
The election is likely in May-June
2001. Therefore, Barak has about
six months in hand to manoeuvre
things in his favour. As Israeli
politics has gone against him
because of mishandling of the
situation, the only escape for him
appears to be having a peace deal
with the Palestinians that can

>asonably ensure peace and
security to Israell public. Appar-
ently Barak Is also pinning his
last hope on the possible peace
deal. But Instead of remaining
flexible on the peace issues which
could be on the table for negotia-
tions, he has come up with some
fixed suggestions like 50 per cent
(40 per cent already with the
Palestinlans + another 10 per
cent to be given now) of the West
Bank territory to the Palestinian
State, which is only about half of

92 per cent he promised earlier
and was also on the table in the
last Camp David summit, The
only positive thing that he added
was that Israel would recognise
such a Palestinian State. Any
way, this was nothing new as it
was a forgone conclusion. Barak
also sald that issues like Jerusa-
lem and refugees would have to
wait for final negotiations In

about "one, two, three years"
meaning thereby that the present
one that he is proposing would be
an Interim agreement. Palestin-
lan officlals have already rejected
the offer by terming it as an elec-
tion ploy and said that they would
accept nothing less than a com-
prehensive peace agreement. And
obviously that agreement must
include resolution of all pending
Issues including Jerusalem.
Prime Minisler Barak's offer is
basically a non-starter as he
knows well that Palestinians
would not accept such an offer.
This was politically counter pro-
ductive and would Indeed back-
fire on Barak himself as the oppo-
sition parties would pin him down
to these terms and any departure

from them during the negotia-
tions would put him in a difficult
situation with Israell public if and
when such a deal is placed before
them for endorsement. If he is
really interested in a peace deal,
which he apparently is, he should
have agreed to start from where
the Issues were left In the last
Camp David and subsequent
meetings In Washington. This

Muslehuddin Ahmad

would have given him enough
flexibility to negotiate and such a
strategy would have provided him
with some chance of success.
Now he has to [ind ways to move
out of that stated position and
openly agree to start from the
position of the last Camp David.
Though refugee issue Is a
serious one, Jerusalem issue is
still more serious. After having
gone through the present vio-
lence and burying the dead,
Prime Minister Barak now has a
good chance (o place East Jeru-
salem issue before Israeli public
and seek Lo negotiate the same.
Let East Jerusalem that belonged
to the Arabs before 1967 war not
stand in the way of bringing peace
in Israel. Achieving the long term

— —_—

peace and security for the Israelis
Is more Important than sticking
to East Jerusalem just for biblical
reason. Indeed, Israelis already
have Jerusalem; Palestinians will
have only the East.

The Sharons aslide, there
appears 1o be a general feeling in
Israel that East Jerusalem with
all Palestinian inhabitants and
with the Muslim holy sites in it
will be a permanent llability for
Israel. There can never be any
peace with East Jerusalem
remaining with Israel. The last
proof was the debacle that Israel
has been facing since September
28-- the day Sharon visited the
Muslim holy sites. If only a visit,
though by an unwanted person,
could trigger that sort of disas-
trous response from the Palestin-
lans, the refusal to return the
same to the Palestinlans may lead
lo a greater disaster-- the magni-
tude of which cannot even be
gauged at this stage. Barak is
apparently aware of all these.

Belng the most decorated
General of Israel, Barak should
be bold enough to take a plunge
into the present crises with his
political career and agree to
return East Jerusalem with its
Muslim holy places (Western Wall
would remain with Israel) to the
Palestinian State with 92 or so
percentage land of the West bank.
In return he may ask for a firm
promise from the Palestinians in
terms of peace and security in the
area. If this much Is done, he
may, il he wants, propose to keep

the refugee, settlements and
some other related Issues pend-
Ing for one, two, three years as
these are_somewhat complicated
ones and may take some time to
sort oul. Indeed, Palestinian
State recognised by Israel, the US
and the rest of the world may
formally and peacefully negotiate
Issues over an
agreed period of time. However,
the best course would be to settle
all these Issues at one go once
and for all for the purpose of
achleving peace In the area
instead of leaving them to the
uncertain future. The area has
nol seen peace for ages and it's
high time to have peace as the
people deserve it badly. It's not
only peace-- it's peace with ample
opportunities for economic coop-
eration and devel L some-
thing that would turn the area
into an oasis.

Such a peace deal with all
these promises and possibilities
has the fair chance of success at
the negotiating table as well as
with people on both sides. With
the firm promise of peace and
security in hand Barak should be
in position to sell such a deal to
Israell public. This should also
ensure his victory in the next
general election.

Arafat should remain commit-
Led to peace process and do every-
thing possible to resume the
negotiations and find a way (o
clinch the deal before the next
election In Israel. Despite what
has happened during the last two
months, Barak still remains the
best and possibly the only option

for any peace deal in the Mid

East. In case Likud returns,
which cannot be ruled out, peace
process will certainly remain
buried for years and both sides
may have to continue to count
and bury the dead.

*************************************************************************************

In Israel, US 1s No 'Honest Broker'

HE mainstream media
have reported extenstvely
on the latest horriflic vio-

lence in the West Bank and Gaza.
However, in its typical lashion,
our (US) media missed the real
story the full context for the
violence and the LS. role in
cansing the new intifada.

This intifada is a reaction to the
lailure of the Oslo process to
deliver a just peace security for

b Israelistand arr end to Israeli

occupation . of Palestinlan lands,
Despite initial support of Israelis
and Palestinians for Oslo, neither
now support it. The U.S. has
major responsibility for this
situation because it failed to be
an honest broker. “*

The Oslo Accords were based
on U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 242, which called for Israel to
end its occupation of Arab land in
exchange for security guaran-
tees. Hardly being an honest
broker, the U.S. focused its atten-
tion on the Palestinians in an
effort to reduce the security
threat to Israel. At the same time,
instead of pushing for a with-
drawal of Israeli settlers and
troops, the U.S. allowed Israel to
place 50,000 new illegal settlers
on Palestinian land.

By this action, Israel and the
U.S. showed that neither
intended to honour the agree-
ment. The U.S. also permitted
Israel to demolish over 1,000
Palestinian homes and allowed
Israeli closures of the Occupied
Territories. Neither of these acts
advanced the cause of peace;
instead, they fueled Palestinian
hatred of Israel. Under these
closures, the Palestinian gross
national product has fallen by 35
per cent since the start of the Oslo
process. As a result of the clo-
sures, Muslim Palestinians in the
West Bank are not allowed to
worship at Haram al-Sharif in
Jerusalem and Christian Pales-

Ron Forthofer writes from Longmont, Colorado

s

In a recent article, prominent Israeli columnist A. B. Yehoshua reversed his former position and told the
settlers: "Come home from the Palestine exile, Only thus will we be able to set up a true border, a solid bor-
der that divides us from the State of Palestine. Only thus can we defend the State of Israel better and try to

hope that one day we will live as peaceful neighbours."

tinians are denied access (o the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
Alter seven years of negotia-

tlon, the Palestinians have com-

plete control over 12 per cent of
the West Bank and Gaza and
partial control over another 26
per cent. Even this control is
problematic since these areas are
surrounded by Israeli forces
which can isolate and besiege
Palestinians living there, as they
are doing now.

During this same time period,
the U.S. continued to give Israel
approximately $4 to $5 billion per
year. The U.S. continued to arm
the Israeli military even though
Israel uses these weapons
against civilian targets. The U.S.
also prevented the U.N. from
imposing sanctions on Israel for
its numerous violations of inter-
national law.

An Israeli government source
recently confirmed the U.S. bias
when he said "The Palestinians
always complain that we know
the details of every proposal from
the Americans before they do.
There's a good reason for that; we
write them.” Even if this source is
not totally correct, the U.S. has
supported a Palestinian surren-
der instead of a just peace.

The failure of Oslo has disillu-
sioned Palestinians and even
long-time peace advocates have
lost hope. Most Palestinians now
support the intifada in an effort to
end Israel's illegal and brutal
occupation of Palestinian lands.

When | was a human rights
observer In Israel, the West Bank
and Gaza In 1996, | saw the

The desparate Intifada

despalr and I expected an explo-
slon well before now. In May
1999, World Vision, a religious
charity, stated, "an increasing
sense of disillusionment with the
peace process by Palestinians
may well ignite future violence.”
Even then, if the U.S. had pushed
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for a just peace, the violence
could have been prevented.
Instead, the U.S. continued to be
a dishonest broker. ¥

“The spark for this new intifada
was the invasion by Ariel Sharon
of the third holiest Muslim site on
Harem al-Sharif. | say "invasion”
because Sharon was accompa-
nied by at least 1,000 Israeli
police. This invasion was a delib-
erate insult, an act to showwho is
in control.

Sharon is particularly reviled
by Arabs for his long history of
terrorist acts against Arab civil-
ians. To make this incitement
even worse, it occurred just ten
days after the anniversary of the
1982 massacre in the Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps in Leba-
non. During that massacre,
Israeli forces surrounded the
camps and allowed their Leba-
nese militia allies to slaughter
2,000 defenceless people. The
Sharon-led Israeli attack on
Lebanon in 1982 killed at least
20,000 Lebanese and Palestin-
ians (mostly civilians) compared
to fewer than 500 Israeli deaths.

This new intifada is an attempt
to do what the Oslo negotiations
failed to do end the harsh Israeli
occupation of Palestinian lands.
Palestinians want an independ-
ent state consisting of the entire

Wesl Bank (including East Jeru-
salem) and Gaza. This Palestinian
position represents a huge con-
cession because the West Bank
and Gaza represent only 22 per

cent of the original area of Pales-

tine.

As | write this, the violence Is
intensifying. Due to the tremen-
dous Iimbalance of power in
Israel’s favour, fighting invariably

* leads to an overwhelming major-
ity of the dead and wounded

being Palestinian. To end this
violence, the U.S. must allow
international peacekeeping
forces to enter the West Bank and
Gaza. In addition, the U.S. must
join the international consensus
and support Resolution 242, the
basis for a just peace.

Even mainstream Israeli media
recognize the wisdom of with-
drawal from Palestinian lands.
For example, in a recent article,
prominent Israeli columnist A. B.
Yehoshua reversed his former
position and told the settlers:
“Come home from the Palestine
exile. Only thus will we be able to
set up a true border, a solid bor-
der that divides us from the State
of Palestine. Only thus can we
defend the State of Israel better
and try to hope that one day we
will live as peaceful neighbours.”

'Cotu'tesy: The Boulder Daily
Camera

The author was the Green Party
candidate for the U.S. Congress
seat in Colorado’s 2nd District.

Political Metamorphosis

by Abul M Ahmad

How far the political stamina can be taxed? We seem to have reached the break-
ing point. We are also facing the point of no-return in political bankruptcy. Why
the leaders of the society are not pointing it out?

Bangladesh's lever-
age in the Saarc

region

Sir, With the regional develop-
ment of the Saarc region in limbo
due to eyeball-to eyeball stance
between Pakistan and India, the
role of Bangladesh assumes some
significance for providing lever-
age by the Interested groups. EU
is interested, as some European
nations are surveying and tenta-
tively probing the local field as
trade predators, backed by the
USA. Hence, the December trip to
Europe of the PM of Bangladesh
is worth monitoring.

Had the Saarc region started
working practically, say, ten
years ago, today the development
and cooperation scenario would
have been more optimistic, con-
sidering the region Is a market of
one and a half billlon consumers,
and remembering the sad fact
that trade within the region by
the member states does not rise
above three per cent armually.
The conclusion points to the lack
of statesmanship in the regional
leaders.

One reason of the poor show s
the huge energy spent internally
to stabilise the political situation
in the three countries. Today
Islamabad and New Delhl are
weak, and in Dhaka the tug-of-

war game continues between the
two major political parties, each
with past personality blocks in
their respective systems. The
attitude is not Improving even
after three decades. Perhaps
third parties are needed to defuse
the situation.

Now there Is a cold front
between Pakistan and Bangla-
desh, and it will take some time
for the wound to heal. Therefore,
the Interested partners might
have to start with Dhaka as a
base for Saarc operations. A fall-
oul is the Quadrangle concept
consisting of nations along the
eastern nations of the Indian
Ocean rim. Bult there are snags:
the lake of points In Myanmar
and NE Indla would take longer.
Also ASEAN and APEC have to
look differently at Saarc (the just
concluded APEC conference
falled miserably). The situation is
fluid, but It cannot be said that
there Is lack of Interest.

Calalytic agents would play a
thawing role in integrating the
regional development concept.
The start, however small, has to
be made with small beginnings,
before public opinion would veer
with outward visions. The US,
EU, In the developed group are
more Interested than the develop-
ing nations In Asia. Unfortu-
naltely, the role of Australia and
NZ towards Asla Is rather ambig-

uous; and the two Koreas are
inter-meshed with survival prob-
lems, one with the famine and the
other with the economy. The huge
Himalayan chain of mountains
places China more at a distance;
and of course the leadership role
has to be shared between India
and China, both huge countries
with huge potential.

Dhaka has to come out of the
shell and has to activate the
parliament, for more substantial
debates on the neighbourly rela-
tions. But the energy of the nation
Is dissipated elsewhere since the
1990 elections. The leaders who
count are not looking actively at
the other options avallable (o
expand trade and commerce. The
garment industry (earning three-
fourths of the forelgn exchange) is
passing through an anticipated
crisis, reacting to global condl-
tions a few years hence: and the
diversification of export ilems
does not look very Impressive,

In Dhaka election time Is near,
but the Election Commission (s
facing internal rift and political
consensus on any issue is as far
away as sentimentalism would
allow. Those who were waliting to
walch the rainbow arc of the
Saarc may be disappointed, or
kept walting,

A Husnain
Dhaka

Computer institutions

Sir, In this IT age, computer
education centers play a vital
role. But are we aware of the
nuisance that Is taking place in
these institutions?

Nearly four years back when
we came to know the vast oppor-
tunities, which are linked with
computers, we were very eager (o

*learn this technology. Taking this

into account, in a matter of years
many computer institutions have
emerged. Thanks to the mush-
room growth of these institu-
tions, we now lack quality com-
puler education.

Moslt ol the computer Institu-
tlons of our country have teach-
ers who are not capable of teach-
ing students with a good com-
mand In English. Even some of
the teachers do not have a wide
knowledge of the subject they are
teaching, thus making the stan-
dard of education very fow. | know
a laculty teacher in an Institution
who cannot even write an appli-
cation In proper English. What
can the !‘illl(lt'ﬂlﬁ expect from
these teachers?

Moslt ol these institutions are
operating for hard cash only.
Even some of the International
institutions operating here have
proved to be moneymaking cen-
tres. Students from all over the
country pour thousands of taka
in these Institutions hoping to
build up a bright uture but do
they get what they are seeking

for? It Is indeed high time for the
government Lo take legal sleps
against these fake computer
institutions.

A governing body should be
formed which will from time to
time visit the computer nstitu-
tions of the country and check
their teaching methods. If we
want to be a part of the IT revolu-
tion, we have to eliminate these
lake Institutions once and for all.
Only then we would be able to
compele with the rest of the
world.

Rizwan HussainJabbar
Dhaka

System loss and elec-
tricity bill

Sir, Once again power tariff has

been ralsed. It Is indeed absurd
that on the one hand the genuine
consumers would always go on
paying electricity bills at an ever
increasing exorbilant rate and on
the other dishonest and fake
consumers would not have to
worry about payment of their bills
because of underhand dealings
and monthly contracts made with
some unscrupulous employees of
PDB/DESA.
Would the authorities concerned
ever wake up from their slumber
and take any step to check this
ever rising system loss?

OH Kabir
Wari, Dhaka- 1203

N this age of change, the main
political parties in Dhaka are
undergoing subtle changes
inside, introducing new scenarios
before the public. The direct and

Andirect signs of erosion and

disintegration are already show-
ing through eracks in the walls of
party fortifications.

The price of favouritism is
high, even outside the political
fleld. Press reports indicate that
the scramble for attention and
nomination has already started
as a pre-election campaign. In the
Jatiya Party, the rot has started
from the top. In the other partles,
the bottom has deltaic character-
Istics-- muddy and slimy.

One point nol stressed by the
critics Is negative fertility of the
political soil due (0o overflooding
caused by the behind-the-scene
(not hidden) paolitical godlathers.
Reap as you sow, and the political
‘larmers’ are doing well!

In-fighting within the parties
are becoming more and more
acute, posing problems for the
party policy makers. The main
reason Is the accumulated burst-
ing of the infected sores due to
lack of practice of democracy
within, and dependence for too
long on borrowed charismatic
leadership, supported by the old

guards, who recall the earlier
autocratic days, or those senior
members who did not get the
chance to show their mettle, as
autocratic regimes intervened for
16 years.

The usefulness of the old
guards are diminishing day by
day, as, for the younger genera-
tion, the time is over-ripe to take
over some of the responsibilities
of leadership. Suddenly taking
over a 'vacuum' post denies conti-
nuity of political culture, in a
soclety Impatient to take off eco-
nomically. The politicians have
too many hands in the pie;
thereby spoiling the business and
industrial fields, both in the
public and private sectors.

But the problem is that retiring
from political leadership s not a
profitable business in a have-not
society, where politics Is an easy
source of earning one's living
Indirectly, in an environment of
nepotism, corrupt practices, and
misuse of power and influence.
Politics in the LDCs bolls down to
basic economic options not avail-
able in honourable private
or/and professional life.

There are sign$ of weakness in
AL, BNP and JP; and, it appears,
Lthese are not reversible actions.
SO we are going to see basic

changes in the way politics Is
practised in this country. Some-
limes it is good to Introduce
changes, but these must be
within the moral parameters. Bad
and unethical practices form a
vicious circle, and the centripetal
forces needed for its eradication
are not available to the people,
except through another revolu-
tion.

Are we becoming revolution-
prone? How far the political stam-
ina can be taxed? We seem to
have reached the breaking point.
We are also facing the point of no-
return in political bankruptcy.
Why the leaders of the society are
not pointing it out? Moral collu-
sion Is acceptable, and no other
alternative. The nation is bugged
with too many options. Our poli-
tics has to be simplified. Who will
define the Terms of Reference?

The political top leaders have
to face the winds of change. Why
all of us are scared of retiring?
Give a chance to others. The
leaders will come and go, but the
country and the nation will
remain. The message (o the
propped-up leaders is: time your
retirement correctly, and remain
popular.
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