SINGAPORE. Dec 5: Man
chester United, English Pre-
miership leaders- and arguably
the world's most famous foot-
ball club, are to make a three-
city Asian tour next year. with
an expected funerary of Singa-
pore. Malaysia and Thailand.
reparts AFP.

Tour organiser Prokvenls
Management said it would only
confirm Singapore as a venue at
this stage.

The two other cities and
dates will be released on
Thursday at a press conlerence
in Singapore involving United's
chiel executive Peter Renyon,
ProEvents saud in a statement

However the SportAsia.com
web  site quoted sources  as
saving the Red Devils' tour \will
be in July and will also include
matches against Malaysia and
Tiger Cup champions Thailand.

It will be Manchester
United's first visit to Southeast
Asia since a depleted side ap-
peared in 1995.

United's last Asian loray was
in Julv 1999 with matches in
China and Hong Kong. bul
again the team was missug
several stars including captam
Rov Keane. David Beckham,
Romny Johnsen, Paul Scholes
and Gary Neville. and was with-
ot manager Sir Alex Ferguson

SportAsia said Ferguson
would personally lead a ftull
squad next vear which will in-
clude Beckhain

Shearer to
take his
chances

LONDON, Dec 5: Newcastle
skipper Alan Shearer Is vowing
to battle through the pam bar-

rier to gmve manager Bobby
Robson a hupge litness boost
reports AFP

The A0-vear-old striker

missed his first game in the 1o
months suice I-h_-T;anu arrived at

St Janies's Park on Saturdas
when lic was forced to st ound
the 1-1 English Prennership

draw at Aston Villa wiath a bont
of tendonits, adding to th
back and hamstring probleimns
he has sustained in the last few
weeks

There were suggestions alte
the game that he could be oul
of action for up to a month, but
Shearer has typically even re

fused to rule himsell out of |
Saturdayv's daunting trip Iu-:
Arsenal. |

he former England captain |
is due to have a scan on the |
injury, but if he is given [|1r:’!
slightest indication that e
could play at Highbury., that |
will be all the encouragement |
Lie needs

"1 will be very disappomited if |
| am out for a monda preyen |
three weeks, he said |

'In fact. | am very hopelul

and I am not even ruling mysell

out of Saturdays game at |
ngilhllﬂ' ' '

Robson had already ex- |
pressed concern over the toll |

the current campaigil was tak-
ing on Shearer when it became

clear that the tendonitis in his
knee, which required an injec-
tion during England’s ill-lated |
Euro 2000 campaign, had |
flared up again

To tell the trath, 1 have |
been feeling the knee a bit |
lately and it has been getting

worse." he said

"When | was shaping up to |

on Friday
this shool

shoot in
morning, |
lng pain.

traming
sufiercd

| came straight off and 1 had |

a fhHtness test on Satuarday
morning. but | soon realised it
was no good.”

An early return
would come as a huge boost to
Robson, who has seen 7million
pounds (10.5milhon  dollars)
smner signing Carl Cort side-

lined untd January atfter sur- |
gery on a hamsiring tendon,
withh a hamstnng problem also |

keeping Kevin Gallacher ont

Dida under

false passport
probe

MILAN. ltaly. Dec 5: AC Mi-
fan’s Brazilian keeper Dida is
under wvestigation for usiug a
false passport. a justice official
said here Mondav. reports AFP

Eho Ramondini of the Milan

sialte 'inum-i'tllﬂlk. oilice, Sohicl
Dida. 27. had given a lalse
Portuguese passport to ltahan

authorities in order 1o seCire a
work peri

Legal  officials
conducting an mvesugation into
the forged docnmenta
Lion amongest clabs ur Serie A
recent weeks

Fake passports are used In
clubs and playvers hoping 10
evade sirict regulations on
hirmg ol non-European Union
nationals

hanve

1l 510 1rF

The Itallann probe  was
launclied alter  twe Jraziliai
stars  with  Lidinese Warle
Silva dos Santos and Alberio

Valennno Carmo, were detatnedd
i Seplember at Warsaw airport
lor presenting [alse Porraguess
I)jl‘—‘ﬁ“f:rfh

Alter several hours ol ues

noning the plavers presented
‘authentic Drazillan  passports
and were allowed 1o enter Pa-
Lanied

i Dida is confinned as nsing
8 Jlake Portgguese passport e
Lose oo oo pntdsie 1 traom Mol

Santander
coach

sacked

SANTANDER, Spain. Dec 5.
Racing Santander coach Andoni
Golkoetxea was  sacked on
Monday night because of their
poor showing in the Spanish
championship. the club an-
nounced, reports AFP.
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BRUSSELS. Dec
5: Former Belgian
international Enco
Scifo. considered
one  of Belginm's
JAl-time  football
syeats. will end his plaving ca-
reer tmmediately on the advice
ol  doctors. the playver an-
nounced here Tuesday, reports
AFP

Scifo. currently player-coach
at Belgian First Divisfon side
Sporting Charleroi, is suflerin
from arthritis of the hip an
would have anly been able to

continue playing thanks to
pain-killing (njections.
“But the doctors have ad-

vised me against it, and told me
it woulgd be much better to stop
plaving now." Scifo told Belgian
radio,

The 34-vear-old Scilo, whose
parents were [rom Sicily in [t
alv. won 84 caps for the "Red
Devils”, and has played 17 sea-
sons of professional football.

Nicknamed the "little Pele of
Tivali®, he ended his interna-
tional career following the 1998
Waorld Cup in France. But not
hefore appearing in four World
Cup campaigns, and helping
Belgium reach the semld-final
phase in 1986 in Mexico.

Premiership

He began his career at La
Louviere, then moved on to
Anderlecht in 19883 where he
macde his professional debut at
the age of 17,

Taking little time o fimpose
s talent, the following season
Setlo was voted the league's top
plaver,

Scifo  then  crossed  the
French-Hallan border tour
fhnes as successive moves took
him to [tallaf glants Inter Milan
- with whom he fatled to shine
for the tifosi - before enfoving a
briel but unrewarding spell with
Bordeanx,

Under the wing of Guy Roux
al Auxerre in 1989, Scifo re-
fovnd the jovs of plaving before
joining Itatltan side Torino, then
returning to France with Mon-
aco'in 1993

Having  won  the French
league and progressed to the
Champilons League semi-finals
with Monaco, Scilo returned to
lis roots, and Anderlecht, with
whom waon four Belgian league
(itles, in 1997.

Scilo remains the coach, and
vice-president ol Sportng
Charleroi,. who are currently
soventh in the league on 25
ponts.

Phillips' impressive outing

LONDON., Dec 5:
Fngland interna-
nonal striker Ke-
vin Phillips hit the
second goal in
Sunderland's 2-0
Premiership win
over Eyverton on Monday night -
bt shiould have scored several
more. reports AFP

'he England international
got his reward for a lively per-
forimnance with a close-range
B4th-minute strike to wrap up
the points after Alex Rae had
put the Wearsiders ahead on
the stroke of hall-tiune.

[fut he saw one eflort come
back off the post. another

sen, but Peter Reid's men were
comfortably the better side over
the 90 minutes and really
should have won more con-
vincingly than they did.

Reid made three changes 1o
the side which knocked Man-
chester United out of the Wor-
thington Cup last Tuesday
night as defender Chris Makin
succunibed to a dead leg and
Don Hutchison was ruled out
with a hamstring injury.

Darren Willlams was moved

o right  back with Gavin
McCann and Kevin Kilbane
returning in midfield, while

striker Niall Quinn shook off a
back injury to replace Danny

L

home from 18 yvards.

It took a good save from Ger-
rard to stop Phillips doubling
the Wearsiders'advantage be-
fore the whistle came, and he
was just grateful to see Quinn
skv a right-foot shot high over
within 45 seconds of the re-
start.

Everton, who had earller had
Stephen  Hughes and  Kevin
Campbell booked for fouls as
they tried to cling on to Sun-
derland's coat-tails. were fortu-
nate to remain just one down
on 63 minutes after Quinn
again controlled beautitully on
lus chest and slid the ball in for
Phillips.

Gavin MeCann (R) of Sunderland releases the ball under pressure from Scott Gemmill of Ever-
ton during their premiership fixture at Sunderlands Stadium of Light on December 4.

turmed on to the crossbar by
the excellent Paul Gerrard and
two open goals go begging on a
night when he could have gone

haome wath at least a hat-trick
nnder his belt
The three deserved points

his side pocketed will comme as

same comlort., but his assertion
last week that someone could
soon be on the end of a good

hiding looked chillingly aecu-
rale

verton had their chances,
with ldan Tal squandering (wo
e openings and  substitute
NMomas Gravesen lorcing a
good save from Thomas Soren-

Dichio.
Everton boss Walter Smith
selected the same 11 which

started last tiine out as his side
defeated Chelsea 2-1, although
there were returns omn the
bench for Alex Nyarko. Grave-
sen and Joe-Max Moore

With both sides having won
their previous three ganes. il
was always likely to be an en-
tertaining encounter

The first goal came w en
Sorensen's  long  ball as
headed on by Quinn and Kil-
bane and, as Phillips tried to
turn on it, Rae stepped in (o
smash an unstoppable shot

— AFP photo

The former Watford front-
man calmly rounded Gerrard,
but he was as astonished as

anvone else when his shot came
back off the upright

However, his disappointment
was short-lived, and he set the
record straight within a minnte
when e intercepted  Argen-
tinian Julio Arca's weak shot in
front of goal and beat the
stranded keeper from close
range.

The visitors rallied with time
riuming out, but never really
looked like reducing the deficit
to leave Sunderland worthy
VICLOTS.

GLASGOW.
5 The Scottish
Football Associa-
tion (SFAl con-
lirmed Tuesday
that Rangers dde-
Arthur Numan will only
serve g three-mateh suspension
followmg the champions' bad-

Dec

fencler

tempered . away match 1o
Hearls, reports AFP
There were fears that the

Ditchiman conld actually miss
lour games alter lie and Claudio
Revna were sent off in Rangers'
-0 victory on Sunday

But alter receiving the report
lrom referee Stuart Dougal the
SEA revealed that Numan had
received three vellow cards

e will  miss  December's
geltnies  against Matherwell.
Dundee United and Hiberman

during this vital month for the

club
Atl

“Arthnr

SFA  spokesman  said;
Numan will serve one
match  dimmediately  and  will
servie it this Sunday against
Motherwell, '

Numan  will also  get (two
freed suspensions and they will

Slight let-off for

be [rom the 1 7th of December
'Numan's sequence was a

vellow card, followed by a red
card and then a vellow card
again.”

Dongal brandished an as-

tonishing 13 cards and it later

cmerged  that the 4. 5million
pounds (6. 75million dollars)
signing from PSSV Eindhoven

was also booked after the game
lor failing to leave the fheld of
play quickly enougl.

However, it was unclear
whether the Dutcliman  had
received one red card and two
vellows., or three cautions, in
the bad-tempered encounter 1
the capital.

But the damage is not as se-
vere as was lirst expected and
Numan will captaimm the side (n
Thursday's UEFA Cup clash
with Kaiserslautern,

Hearts defender Robbie Neijl-
son admits referee Doupgal wis
wrong 1o red card Nomgnn.

The  Tynecastle  voungster
believes  the  oflicial “got  the
wrong end ol the stick™ by

clabming the Dutcelnnan's verbal
volley was auned at Dovugal
{

Numan

Neilson sists Dougal was
correct to show Numan the
vellow card for the iitial foul
but he admits the Rangers
plaver claimed his outburst was
tlirected at hamesell and not
Lhe releree

“When Numan came up (o
ine alter the sending-off, all he
sad was that he had been
shiouting at nwe rather than the
releree and that the rel had gol
the wrong end of the stick."
Nedlson told the Express news-
paper.

1 oust wld hon there was
nothing | could do about the
rel s decision and that was that.

I had plaved a one-two and
Niunan bodyv-checked e, |
went down and he ended ap
e booked [or i, but 1t was o
fvngl

“He has 1o take his booking
i those cliroumstances. but he
hept going on abont it

SThie toul ttsell was not a bacl
one, but he did lose his heaed a
bit after he pot hooked

and

LONDON, Dee 5: ni\}an Glggs

fit for
Manchester United's Champi- |
ons League clash with Sturnn
reports,

has  declared hilmse

Cirinz
AFD,

on Wednesday,

macle  his

-

of Saturday's 2.0 Eunglish Pre-
mlership win over Tottenham

United have carefully nursed
Giggs back to fitness and now
S straming at the leash to
start against the Ausirian club
in the Arnold Schwarzenegger

he

stackium,

I was really pleased with
how It went." he said, "lIt's heen

@ couple of weeks, but it's jusi
about being patient really,

Yon want to pet back into

the team as soon as possible,
but hopetully now that's (t and |
will be plaving regular again.”
sald Gigps

Glggs' confidence is based
on the lessons he has learnt

rom dealing with his previons

hamstring infuries.

‘I think that does help vou.”

he sald on MUTV. "You still
always want to get back. but
whereas maybe a  couple
vears ago | wanted to come
back a hit earlier. this time |
Know it's going to take tiine and
so when I come back hopefully
that 5 the end of (t." '

Umited can enhance  thelr
chances of qualilving for the
(quarter-finals by beating Starm
ahead of the cormpetition's mil-
winiter break

The  Premiership  leaders
apened  their  second-phase
campaign with a home victor
over  Greek giants Panathi-
naikos and another win wonld
put them in a commanding
position in the race to finish in
the top two places

‘We want to be in a strong
position going into the break ol
a couple ol months.” said Giggs.

Gigps. who has just notched
up 10 vears at Old Trafford. is
expected to start the Group A
ganme. is Denis hrwin who
was an unused substitute af
the  weekend., and  Sir  Alex
Ferguson reported no  fresh
mnjury concerns.

Sturni. who are fifth in the
Austrian  league, are not in
such a comfortable position and
uluentual  midfielder Markus
Schopp is doubtiul with a knee
mury. while definitely out is
lmer  Russian  international
striker Sergel Yuran,

The ex-Millwall forward. who
scored three poals in the first
phase. hias been allowed 10 re-
turnn to Portugal by Sturnn (o
recover from surgery lollowimg a
serions head imjuary

as

Vieira in
Imore
trouble

LONDON. Dec 5: French in-
ternational Patrick Vieira-was
charged with misconduct by the
Foothall Association (FA) here
Monday  following  Arsenal’s
stormy  English  Premierslup
clash with Leeds last month,
reports AFP.

The FA's Video Advisory
Panel (VAP) independently re-

viewed two incidents from the
fixture, in which seven Gunners

players - but not France 98
World Cup hero Vieira - were
booked.

The panel qguickly came to
the conclusion to recommenc
charging Vieira. sent off six
times during his Arsenal career.
who could now face a three-
match ban

Vieira has already been sus-
pended for a  total of live
matches this season after being
sent off twice in three matches.

The VAP were called upon
after referee Dermot Gallagher
admitted he failed to spot the
two separate incidents involving
Leeds' Olivier Dacourt and Eirik
Bakke.

The FA issued a statement
which read: "Following the rec-
ommendations of the Video
Advisory Panel. the Football
Association today charged Ar-
senal’'s Patrick Vieira with mis-
conduct

"Three members of the VAP
independently  reviewed two
incidents from the Premier
League fixture between Leeds
[inited and Arsenal at Eliand
Road on Sunday, 26 November.
The referee has confirmed that
he saw neither incident during
the course of the game.

"Patrick Vieira has 14 days
to respond to the charge.”

Norwegian midfielder Bakke
lias accused Vieira of being
malictous and stupid.

"The head-butting was nol
the only thing Vieira did to me
in that game. Bakke told Nor-
wegian newspaper Dagbladet,

‘He also elbowed me fn the
lace. | think he totally lost it in
thot match, That kind of be-
haviour in a football match is
just stupid.”

Dacourt, however, has al-
ready said that Vieira, did not
intend malice with a Kick which
canght the Leeds midfielder in
the throat,

PATRICK VIEIRA
]

{‘ring comeback
from his latest hamstring (mjury

by plaving the last 17 minutes

ol
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against Lazio.

0

_l'“‘\: ) PARDy. L LiEe oD
( g* Itahian champlions
2 "‘f Lazio and  Eng-
P 7 land's Arsenal go
ICHAMPIONS 1o their Euro-
|__LEAGUE ' ,.qp Champions
| capne matches on Tuesday
fighting 1o keep  alive  their

hopes ol making it through the
second phase ol the continent's

¢ vacliung with struggling French
giants Paris Saint Gerans Tor
their diflicalt tie against Ga-
latasaray of Istanbul.

Arsenal. outstanding in the
lirst phase of the competition.

match at Spartak Moscow in
their first match of the roud
robin second phase.

Spartak's Brazilian
Marcao  and  Louis
scaored three of the four
and are rapldly tarning into the
surprise stars of the tourna-
ment

stadium against

01Ss finalists

League

national midfielder

Lizarazu, both injured.
ltalian  champions

meanwhile. suffered a

ating 1-0 defeat in their first

one of Europe's top clubs.

top club competition,  reports
AFP

In Wednesday's games. for-
mer French international Luis

Ferniandez makes s retarn o

were thrashed 4-1 in a freezing

strikers
Robson
goals-s

The London club must get a
positive result at their Highbury
German
champions and 1999 Champi-
Bavern
Munich. who are without their
powerful German striker Car-
sten Jancker and French inter-
Bixente

Lazio
hinili-

second phase match at Ander-
lecht - not normally regarded as

David O’Leary (L), the Leeds United manager, urging midfielder Jacob Burns to yump higher
during a practice session on December 4 at Rome ahead of their Champions League clash

e

nus on Lazio, Arsenal

Lazio's Swedish coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson has faced
abuse from the terraces after
agreeing to becomning the Lng-
lish national coach after this
season and he knows the «lub
will not accept defeat al Lo
to Leeds United of England on
Tuesday.

Eriksson told Britain's Sun-
dav Telegraph newspaper that
the Champions League was his
prioritv. over annther ltalian
title

I ean live without the Euro-
pean ttle if we fail 1o win it - I'll
have 1o, Bat, when people ask

whichh I'd prefer to win. of
course the answer is the
Champions' League.,” he told
the newspaper.

Leeds were ountclassed in

their first second phase maich
by the holders of the trophy,
Real Madrid. but they will take
talented Australian Harry Kew-
ell to the Italian capital.

“‘But there's no way he's fit

enough to start the mateh.”
said Leeds manager David
O'Leary.

~ Madrid. meanwhile. will be
wary ot Anderlechit’'s visit. The
Spanish multi-millionaires
could be tired after recent trips
to Tokvo, where they lost the
Intercontinental Cup to Boca
Jumors of Argentina. and they
were made to fight for a 3-2
league win at lowly Osasuna on
Sunday.

But their squad. led by the
world's most expensive fool-
baller. Portugal's Luis Figo and
Brazilian star Roberto Carlos. is
deep enough to make mosi
Eunropean club presidents green
with envv.

. P

T

— AFP photo

In Tuesdays fourth mateh
Spartak. who have recegtly wo
their fifth snecessive domesi
title.  travel to the warmer
clunes of Lyon., perhaps the
woeakest eam of the gronp. who

lost 1-0) 10 Bavern Munich in
their lirst match.
Fernanudez, who ook over

froin the sacked Philippe Ber-
geroo at the weekend following

the Paris club's piuml  5-4
league defeat to Sedan, has
fond memories of European

competition atter leading PSG

o the Cup Winners Cup i
1 9915.
PSG must win in the cand-

dron-like atmosphere 1t Turkey
after losing 3-1 at home to im-
pressive  Spaniards  Deportivo
La Coruna two weeks ago.

"They're lacking confidence
(the plavers) but there's talent.
quality and great potential
here,” said Fermandez of his
new squad. lving 10th in the
league. )

No such problems for Man-

chester United. revving up like

a luxary limousme for their iie
art surprise Austrian qualifiers
Sturm Graz. :

The Red Devils easily over-
came Tottenham 2-0 on Satur-
day and their stars - the newly-
tattoed David Beckham at the
forefront - are fit.

In the other two matches on
Wednesday, underrated Depor-
tivo take on AC Milan and the
team beaten 1-O by the Milan-
ese in the first match. Greek

club Panthianiakos. welcome
Valencia. beaten hnalists this
vear

LONDON. Dee 5:
Former England
stpremo Terrv Ve-
nables was named
as coach of sec-
ond from bottom
English Premiership side Mid-

dlesbrough on Monday, reports
AFP.

Former England captain
Brvan Robson remains as -

ager, it was announced at the
norch-east club’'s tratmng
ground.

The duo worncd topether
when Venables was England

coacl, withh Robison as Ins chief

lientenant  during  Earo 46
England  reached  the  sene-
linals ol that ournauent but

st keeping Middleshrongh i
the Prenmersiup wonld be suc
cess enough this tune.

JIt's a tough challenge.” said
\V'enables who added that he
would be staying just until the
end of the season. "I've blown
the cobwebs off my tracksuit. |
hope it still fits.

‘I had mentioned about «lo-
lng six months and that's what
we've agreed.” the forimer Bar-
celona and Tottenham manager
added. '

I 1 hadn't comne Bryan was
going to continue until the cnd
ol the season. Now I'in going to
help with the coaching. Bryan
will remain in the same situa-

ton "

No [ootballer likes having
two masters but Robson in-
sisted there would be no con-
flict between himself and his

mentor.

_ It it was good enough for
England I'm sure it can be good

‘”"_:'*iﬂ - l;-lr-ﬂr'l-rh-h-_{"_ ‘ﬁ.

Newly appointed Middlesbrough coach Terrvy Venables
speaking during a media conference at the club’s Roeckliffe
Yark traiming ground on December 4.

— AFP photo
enough  for  Middlesbrough.”
saidd Robson.

\enahles added Robson

wonld still be in charge of buy-
g and selling players as it
would not be fair for someone
who was only committed to the
clhub for six months to be re-
sponsible for footballers' long-
term futures.

"Bryvan will have the last
word on transfers and team
selection. We must work very

close together - | will make rec-
ommendations but  with  me
being in the post for a short
length of time it would not be
right for Bryan not to have the
tinal word."

But  Robson appeared to
stiggest that Venables would be
plohking the eleven. "It will be
mamly  Terry  selecting the
oo said the man known in
s plaving days as 'Captain
Marvel'

Middlesbrough's recent  re-
sults have been anvthing but
marvellous. They lost 1-0 1o
West Hamn on Saturday, a de-
feat that meant they bad won
only one point from their last

&

Boro rope in Venables

nine ganes

Tins  Saturday thev face
Sunderland in a wnorih-casl
derby. a game that Venables,

the fans' favourite to retake the
Eungland job when Kevin Rheegan
quit, knows will be difficult.

“It's obviously a tough one -
Brvan is more experienced in
that gamne than | am

1 actually won't start until
Friday because | have coniit-
ments but once that's out of the
way I should be able to hix eve-
n'thing up.
~ “There's only one component
neeiled and that is hard wark -
everybody's got to do it or we
won't make it.”

Juve play;":r
punished for
punchi

MILAN. lalv. Dec 5 Juvens
tas’  Umigunavan  international
Paolo Montero was suspended
tor three matches here Maonday
following a Sere A disaplinan
hearing, reports AFP |

The South Amernican central
defender was {ound guilty ol
punching Inter Milan's Luige Bi
Biagio during Sunday's 2
draw
The inciden
releree Stefano

W assistants

Brascli or
bhut  was

n
s

caught on camera. the disciphs =

tary pancl sawd.

stadiumban

Napolh ook

MILAN. Dec 5
<l 1o sufler a one-mateln stas
Jditm ban alter erowd tronble at
thete howe match against Ban:
an Sunday. reports AFP.

An  lalan FA  disciplowry

comnutive is poised 1o slap w

onc-tlay ban on their Fuork:

grotta Stadinm alter one of the =&

releree's - assistants was Sirieh

by a suissile thrown fram e
¢ rowd ; i
N the decision 1y confirss =

Nopolt will have o play il

-

next home mateh, against Rege
i

on Decentber 17, -at &
neutral venue. R
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