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US concern
over press
freedom

WASHINGTON, Dec 5: US
officials said yesterday that
envoys in Dhaka had stressed
the (mportance of media free-
dom with Bangladeshi leaders,
following a rash of lawsuits
levelled at the country’'s news-
papers, reports AFP.

State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher told
reporters in a regular briefing
that US diplomats had met
Bangladeshi officlals, whom he
did not name, o press home
their concerns.

“They have met with the
government of Bangladesh, they
have discussed the situation
with regard to freedom of the
press, and stressed once again
our strong belief that freedom of
the press is a vital component of
a free society,” he sald.

Editors and publishers of 16
leading Bangladeshi dailies last
month expressed concern over a
string of charges, mostly for
contempl of court, facing news-
papers in the country.

Five Bengall dallies
Manabjamin, Sangbad, lttelq,
Janakantha and Jugantar have
been recently been hit with the
charges over reports on the
functioning of the judiciary.
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" Army deployed at port

Police firing
at Mongla

kills 4

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Dee 5: Four people were killed and 58 others injured, 12 of
them seriously, in a flerce armed clash between police and striking

workers at Mongla Port at noon today.

The dead could not be identified as police took them in their custody

at an unknown place.

But local people told this correspondent that names ol the persons
killed in police firing are Faruque, 30. Avi, 20, Nasir, 30, and Ripon, 26.
Faruque and Avi are port workers while Nasir and Ripon are residents

of Mongla town.

Mongla Port officials admitted death of two persons but refused to

disclose their names.

Sporadic clashes were going on at different places of the port and

Mongla town till writing of this report.

The injured were admitted to different hospitals in Bagerhat and

Khulna districts.

Army and armed police battalion have been deployed at Mongla Port

following the incident.

According to witnesses, the clash began when police intercepted a
procession brought out by workers to protest lodging ol an FIR with
Mongla thana against some leaders of the striking workers. |

The FIR was lodged today by a leader of Port Users' Assoclation with

the support of Dock Workers' Management Board.

Both police and the agitating workers used arms and hand bombs

See page 11 col 7

BNP bows to

By Rezaul Karim

BNP has finally given in to pressure by Jatiya
Party to demand release of jalled President HM
Ershad.

The latest development marks a shilt in the BNP
stance regarding deposed President Ershad who Is
serving a jail term following his conviction in a graft.
He was sent to Dhaka Central Jail for the second
time on November 20.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at a public meeting
on November 23 said her party had faith in the
higher court,and the judiciary. She hoped that
Ershad would be released through legal procedures.

BNP and Jamaat-e-1slami have been repeatedly

| turning down JP's plea to issue a statement asking

for Ershad 's release. Bul the Central Liaison Com-
mittee (CLC) at a meeling yesterday demanded his
release all on a sudden.

Held at 29 Minto Road, the official residence of the
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament, the CLC
meeting in its resolution said, " Former President
and Jatiya Party Chairman Hussain Muhammad
Ershad is now in jail falling prey to the wrath of the
government.”

It issued an unsigned press release last night,
which had no letterhead and bore the name of BNP
Chairperson’'s Press Adviser Anwar Zahid, and

demanded withdrawal of cases liled against all
political leaders and activists, including Khaleda
Zia, and release of all leaders and activists, includ-
ing JP Chairman HM Ershad before Eid-ul-Fitr. I
It said the days of the ruling party is numbered
and it cannot avoid inevitable consequences by liling
cases against Khaleda Zia or throwing Ershad into

jail.

Sources said the CLC meeting was attended by
four BNP leaders, who are known (o be hardliners.
Shamsat-<slam,
Mosharraf Hossain, Anwar Zahid and Mirza Abbas.

Two other BNP representatives, Tariqul Islam and
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP did not attend the meel
ing, the sources said.

The CLC in its resolution also sided with the Daily
Inqllab and strongly condemned "BKSAL-style white

They are- M

j P wpressure,
demands Ershad's release

Berlin's allout support for free
access of items to EU

BERLIN, Dec 5: German Chan-
cellor Gerhard Schroeder
assured his government's all-out
support for duty-and quota-free
access ol Bangladeshi goods to
the market of Germany and Euro-
pean Union, reports UNB,

'l have promised the Prime
Minister to extend full support for
the Ifree access ol LDC goods,
including those ol Bangladesh (o
the European market.,” he told

'3 i dF

newsmen after olliclal talks
belween the two leaders here
todav.

The Chancellor. whose country
isa powerlul member of the Euro-

pean Unlon, said he would
strongly recommend the support
of Germany for [ree market

access ol the LDC goods. He sald
he would also encourage the
private entrepreneurs of Ger
many to invest in Bangladesh.

Schroeder sald the private
companies who are totally inde
pendent were Keenly interested in
that region of the world. including
Bangladesh, for more Invesl-
ment.

More German people will be
encouraged to invest in Bangla-
desh il a favourable investment
climate continued and protection
of the investors ensured, he ; :

See page 11 col 3 officral visit
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A decade after case against Ershad
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder review the honour
guard outside the chancellery in Berlin. Sheikh Hasina arrived in Germany yesterday on a three-day
-AFP photo
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Ten vears have gone by since former president H
M Ershad stepped down this day in 1990, but inves-
into one
avainst the lformer military dictator has remained
staved lor over live years now

Jativa Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) general secretlary
Hasanul Haq Inu liled the case with Molljheel police
Decemnher 12, 1990
laking over power through unconstitutional means
on March 24, 1982

On the eve of the Democracy Day today, Inu told
The Daily Star that a Home Ministry stay order on
the investigation into the case should be lifted imme-
diatelv to pave the way for trial
over power illegally

By Reaz Ahmad
orders.

ol the sensalional cases

niosi

1ccusing Ershad al

1993.

It said he
of Ershad for taking
month jail term

The High Court on August 24 this vear low
his punishment in Janata Tower graft case from a
severn-year jail sentence to a five-year imprisonment
with allne ol Tk live and a half crore

Ershad was sent to jail on November 20
following his surrender belore the trial court. Three
days.later, a full bench of the Appellate Division of |
the f‘:‘:‘l;H't‘ﬂw Court moclilied - |
into account the fact that Ershad had served most ol
his jail term since he was convicted by a tr

WINICIL e Wil Nave 10 SCry

terrorism” on the daily and its editor. It demanded
withdrawal of "conspiratorial” case filed against the
Ingilab editor.

The meeting said hired goons of the government
have been setting afire "people's popular” newspa
per in different parts of the country, and condemned
this policy of the government.

Meanwhile, the resolution adopted by the CLC

See page 11 col 3
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' Sun Rises | Sun Sets
Dec © i 5.10 pm
Dec7 | 6-28am
I Azan | Jamaat
| Fajr ' 5-03 5-15 |
| Zohr | 12-45 1-20 |
Asr | 345 | 4-00 |
Maghrib | 5-14 | 522 |
| Esha | 7-00 7-30 |
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Azhar, Sharma exiled, Jadeja
banned for five years

Match-fixing

verdict
MADRAS, Dec 5: India's

cricketing authorities today
handed down a life ban to former
Indian cricket captain
Mohammad Azharuddin and
suspended Test star Ajay Jadeja

The lormer dictator is lacing 16 more cases on a
wide range ol charges. slarting lrom possession ol

ilegal arms to murder

Oul of 18 cases liled against him since December
Ershad was acquittied of charges in two
cases while two others are under investigation. He
was awarded punishment in three cases; one case is
while the process ol 10

6. 1990

uncer trial in lower court

- Home Ministry yet to lift
‘embargo on investigation

Ered

this vear

]

1
;'I'ill.-'r

could come out ol the jail on payment ol

the [ine, [ailing

The case in which Ershad was charged for illegal
take-over of power was formally

wccepled lor P lice

investicationon March 9, 1991

However,

Ershad gol

other cases has been stayed upon the High Courl

T S T, W e W v W T

on June 25,
stayed investigation into the
| the case at the court of the
Additional Chiel Metropolitan Magistrate Habibur
Rahman on November 13
e page
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Ershad's

takeover at next meeting

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry ol
Detence is likely to have a delailed
discussion on the military take
over by lormer Army chiel LL
Gen. HM Ershad in ils next meet-
ing scheduled lor December 17.

The commitiee in a meeting on
Monday took up lor discussion
the issues of three military coups

By Staff Correspondent

that the matler legalised
throuch the Seventh Amendment
of the Constitution.

Later, the commitlee asked Lhe
ministry to let it know whether a
discussion on the maltter is valid,
meeling sources said.

Chielf of Army Stafl Lt. Gen.
Mustalizur Rahman Informed the
meeling that a mutiny had taken

wWas

and former Chiel ol Army

oigate
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Sehri, Iftar timings

for five years for match-fixing,
reports AFP.

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) said ex-
Test player Ajay Sharma. who
siill plays lirst-class cricket, was
also dismissed from the game for
ever.

Another former international
Manoj Prabhakar, who blew the
lid on the match-lixing scandal
three years ago, was barred from
holding any official post in Indian
cricket for five years.

Ali lrani, former physiothera-

Ramadan | Dec | Sehri | Iftar
- S A 3 5 5-14%
7_1 5404 | 515 |

8 | 505 | 5-15 |
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Azharuddin

on August
1975

[T Hiflt‘ii
Chalrman LI
Shaliullah,

Ajay Sharma

pist of the Indian team. was also
banned from assoclating himself
with the game.

All four players and the physio
were implicated in a match-lixing
probe by the Central Bureau of
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Investigation (CBl) and another
internal Inquiry by the BCCI.
Wicketkeeper Navan Mongla
who was exoneraled by the CBI
was let off without a penalty
See paye 11 col 7 i

When the

Ershac's

i

15 and November 7.
and October 2.
latled to arrive at anv conclusion.

discussed upgrading ol the rank
ol the Chiel of Army Stall from
Licutenant General 1o General.

1SSL1C
lake-over by lormer army chiel H
M Ershad was tabled for discus
sion. Jativa Party member and
Vounger

Qader objected

He ]m'IHT(-‘tI oult

S S, B g g g

place in the army on August 15

1977. but 1975, the day Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was

bv commiltee assassinated. The mutiny took
Gen. (reld.) K M place lirst and Bangabandhu was
the meeting also  Killed later.,” the Army chiel was

quoled as saying.

He said the trial of
Bangabandhu Killing was going
on, but that of the mutiny has not
taken place. The Army had con
stituted a Court ol Enquary
regarding the killing ol Lieuten
ant Sheikh Jamal and Colonel
Jamil, he told the meeting

ol military

brother GM

e e T g -, .

Extortionhiﬂé'ts 'make merry'
at ferry ghats

By Stafl Correspondent

With the Eid-ul-Fitr just weeks away, ferry opera
tors at the Aricha and Daulatdia terminals have
started collecting tolls from drivers of trucks, buses
and private cars with the help ol hired local goons

It 1s being alleged thal operators at the big ferry

points of the country normally extort between Tk
10,000 to Tk 20.000 everyday but with the Eid fest|
val just round the corner, they have Intensified thel
activities over the last few davs.

Victims revealed to this correspondent that they
had to pay from Tk 100 (o 200 depending on the size
of the vehicle, If It Is a private car, the 'charge’ is Tk
100. A goads carrying truck is charged In the range
of Tk 150 to Tk 200. For passenger buses, the rate |s
fixed at Tk 200.

‘If you refuse Lo pay, the lerry operators would
deltberately delay your departure from the |etly or
create problems while disembarking from the lerry.
sometimes they throw vou out of a queue while you
wail to board the ferry which means you have every
chance of missing the boat,” sald a frustrated driver
al Aricha.

A lellow driver Informed that he had just spent
150 taka to board a lerry even alter obtaining the

i
o
i

serial number, and paying lfor the terminal charge
and lerry ticket to reach Daulatdia.

A bus driver who commules between Dhaka and
Khulna sald that the extortionists often purposely
plck up quarrels with drivers.

“This Is thelr way of threatening and warning us.
We are hostages once we reach the ferry ghats (jet-
ties). You either pay or lace the consequences. About
SIXx months ago. | relused to comply with thelr
cdemands on one occaslon. Later, hoodlums blocked
the 52-seater bus which I was driving and deflated
twool its lyres.”

Private cars are not spared either.

“had my wile and children travelling with me. As
usual | completed all the necessary lormalities and
boarded the terry. Alter the boat had left the port, a
lerry worker came (o me and demanded money as
bakshish (tips) lor the upcoming Eid. 1 said no and
the man staved away until we reached Daulatdia
ghat when he returned with three accomplices and
Lold me Ina rough manner that i didn't pay up. ow
car would nol leave the lerry.

1 had amind to see the end of 11 hut mv ehildren

See page 11 col 3

The Court of
Enquiry is likely to be placed in
the next meeting of the Commit
tee, he informed.

However, committee chairman
Stalf
Shafiullah said no mutiny had

SCE page 11 col 6

report ol the

Lthe HC verdic laking
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Democracy
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

Democracy Day, marking the
fall of Bangladesh's longest serv-
ing autocratic ruler HM Ershad
will be observed loday. Ershad
was forced Lo quit power amidst a
people’'s uprising on December 6,
1990.

Sixth of December reminds the
democracy-loving people of Ban-
¢ladesh aboult the arduous strug-
gle against General Ershad's
dictatorial regime that lasted for
little less than a decade. Ershad
grabbed power In a bloodless
coup on March 24, 1982 over-
throwing the elected government
of President Abdus Sattar.

This day 10 years ago., the
General had to hand over power
lo a caretaker government led by
the then Chief Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed who was
chosen by the three political
alliances that led the revolution.
The autocrat's announcement of
stepping down f{rom power on
December 4 had already sparked
celebrations on the streets of
Dhaka as elsewhere in the coun-
Lry.

Justice Ahmed, as acting
President, supervised the coun-
try’s first [ree and fair elections of
the post-autocracy era on Febru-
ary 27, 1991, BNP was voled to
power while AL emerged as the
main opposition party.

Ten years down the line, people

See page 11 col 4

Complaint case
against SI of
Kafrul thana

By Court Correspondent

A complaint case against a
sub-inspector of Kafrul thana

| was filed with the Chiel Metropol-

itan Magistrale Court, Dhaka
vesterday.

he case was filed under sec-
tion 10, 11 and 12 of the Public
Safety Act (PSA) on charge ol
demanding toll.

The Court of Metropolitan
Magistrate Mohammad Nurul
Islamm directed the concermed
thana to take legal action against
15ed alter investigation.

Mohammad Matiur Rahman,
Manager, Operations Control of

fj¢ A

| Bangladesh Biman, in his plaint

See page 11 col 6

Banks to remain
open Dec 30

Star Report

In order 1o avoid a holidayeof 10

consecutive days, the central
bank yesterday decided that
banks will remain open on

December 30

The decision was taken follow-
ing a meeting between the central
bank and the managing directors
of dilferent banks

As banks will also operate on
December 26. the duration of the
holiday is now reduced to eight
days (rom the previous 10-day
period

Holidays will begin I[rom
December 22 and continue till
December 25. Alfter a working day
on Tuesday, December 26, the
holidays resume from December
27 and continue till December 29.
Banks will remain closed on
December 31 due to bank holi-

| day.
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