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Israel FA to

JERUSALEM, Dee 4: The Is-
rael Football Association has
decided to charge seven men-
bers of the national under-21
team over allegations they en-
gaged in a sex orgy with an I8-
vear-old woman belore an -
ternational tie, officials said
Monday. reports AFP.

The seven will be charged
before a disciplinary tribunal
with bringing the national ream
into disrepute and breaking the
IFA's I."‘ﬁ[lll? of conduct. they
said.

The players face a two-year
ban if found guilty by the tribu-
nal, expected to begin a hearing
in the next few davs.

Last month, IFA chalrman
Gavri Levy ordered the squad to
be disbanded until the comple-
tion of the investigation into the
scandal over .

The voung players allegedly
enjoved a romp with the womarn
before their Exiro 2002 Group 7
qualifier against Bosnia on Oc-
tober 10, in the latest sex scan-
dal te rock national football.

In March, several members
of the national team narrowly)
escaped  disciplinary  action
after claims they were involved
in a sex romp on the eve ol their
humiliating 5-0 thrashing by
Denmark in a Euro 2000 play
ofl in November last year.

The team's coach Shlomo
Sharf resigned alter the disas-
trous Euro perfornmance. al-
though he denied any knowl-
edge of the players anlics.

He was replaced in Decem-

ber by former Denmark and
Finland coach Richard Moller
Nielse1.

| Nislﬁzaw*é’s
instant
impact

BARCELONA. Dec 4: Japan’'s
star international striker AKi-
nori Nishizawa made an unme-
diate impact for his new club
Espanyol here on Sunday by
scoring four goals in his firsi
training session. reports ArFpP

Howeve the 2Zd-yvear-old
who scored [live coals in Japan's

trinmphant Asian « Cap cam-
paign in October. admitted he
could have scored more l

'If 1 had understood what my |
teamnmates were saving 1o me 1
wotlld have playved better.” said
Nishizawa. who has quickl
acquired the nickname "AKi'

Nishizawa added that he had |
been taking Spanish courses for

several weeks once r.hli-puur
Espanyol. last season’s Cup
winners. had indicated an in-

terest in taking him on loan
Bizarrely given his perforn-
ances in the Asian Cup he said
he was a bit off-formi
lack ©6f competitive matches

OWwWlnge 10 a

Nishizawa. who has been
loaned out by Cerezo Osaka
until the end of June 2001,

believed that what he had seen
of Espanvol's play in their 2-0

home defeat bv Deportivo La
Coruna on Saturday would st
him

The team attacked really
well and in a way that should
be compatible with my style.”
he said

Despite his four goals 1
training. Espanvol coach Paco
Flores said it was too early to
say how Nishizawa - who is only
the second Japanese plaver to
join a top-flight Spanish side

wotilld work out

“It is too earlyv to assess hiin
but we will continue to monitor
his performuances i traming
this week.” Flores said

Jancker,Lizarazu 1
|

out of Arsenal
match

MUNICH, Germany, Dec 4

Serie A

MILAN. Dec 4: AS
Roma only man-
aged a 0-0 draw
against 10-man
Perugia on  Sun-
dav but still ex-
tended their lead in the [talian
First Division to four points.
reparts AFP.

Second-placed Atalanta had
lost ground on Roma overnight
by going down to their first de-
feat of the season 2-0 at Parma
on Saturday.

Juventus missed the chance
to draw level in second spot
with the Bergamo-based min-
nows when they threw away a
two-goal advantage in a thrilling
2-2 draw at Inter Milan,

That Sunday night show-
plece watched by 75.377 at the
San Siro got off to a frenetic
start with Juventus taking a 2-
0 lead within 10 minutes in an
opening period dominated by
French World Cup winning
players.

First David Trezeguet netted
his fifth Serie A goal of the sea-
son ftrom close range after a
delightfual interchange ol
passess involving Zinedine Zi-
dane and Alessandro Del Piero.

Just three minutes later Zi-
dane let fly from 25 yards and
watched his shot nestle in the
top corner via the fingertips ol

Inter Keeper Sebastien Frey,
another Frenchman.
But just as Inter's coach

Marco Tardelli - under pressure
alter less than two months in
the job - was starting to despair
his veteran French defender
Laurent Blanc headed home
fromn an Alvaro Recoba comer
Still only 13 minutes had
elapsed.,

Another Recoba corner saw
Christian Vieri find the net but
as the San Siro crowd rose to
hail an equaliser referee Stefano
Braschi disallowed it.

But Inter finally drew level
alter 65 minutes when mid-
fielder Luigi di Biagio's quicklv-
taken freekick beat Edwin van
der Sar helped by a deflection.

Tardelli reflected on having
Vieri's goal chalked ofl. said:
"There is no use looking back
but I thought Vieri's goal was
good. But I am not making a big
deal about it."

His Juventus counterpart
Carlo Ancelotti blamed his team
for allowing Di Biagio 1o lake
the Ireekick  goic Ky e
CO L aNESe!

| ie Jack o! attention tor the
equalising goal was unforgive-
able, said  Ancelotti. who
clearly had no svinpathy lor his
plavers who berated Braschi for
not giving them more time 1o
lorm their wall

Roma were 1p against a
Perugia side intent solelv on
holdimgthe visitors who did not
uiclude *Japanese idflielder
and lormer Perugia idol Hideto-
siti Nakata in their starting
line-up L

Manuele Blasi was dis-
inissed for Perugia with seven
minutes remaining but  they
managed to hang on for a point.

I am disappointed.” admit-
ted Roma coach Fabio Capello

AC Milan had a profitable
trip to early season pacesetters
Udinese, winning 1-0 in a game
that saw Milan coach Alberto
Zaccherom return to the club
where he first imnade his name

I'he vital strike came early in
the second half fromn UKrainian
striker Andriyv Shevchenko - the
cighth of the season for the

(8]

forward who this week was
given Enropean Unjon status

Zaccheronl said: "I was pai-
ticalarly happy with the per-
lormance lml;u' and  what IS
more we go the three polnts as
well. But Udinese timpressed me
too."”

Udinese coach  Lulgl
Canio said: "We saw we
plaving opponents who
growing in confidence as
game went on.”

Bologna looked like butlding
on their fine start to the season
when Argentiatan forward Juolio
Cruz netted an opener alter 39

e
weroe
wWere

the

minutes of their home match
with Vicenza.
But eight nunutes  later

Vicenza's striker Luca Toag res
stored parity with a spectacular
overhead strike to ensure the
match ended 1-1,

“conch

Draw good enough for Roma

taking an 1 Lthaminute lead at
home o Florentinag  through
Alessandro Conticclito.

But Florentina hit back after
the break trom the penalty spot
throngh Enrico Chiesa. for once
piecked in the starting lineup by
the  Florence club’s  Turkish
Fatih  Terim  and  the
mateh finished 1-1.

On Saturdav  gaals  from
Frenchman  Sabrt - Lamouchd
and Conceican ensured Parma
defearcd Atalimta 2.0 o end
thetr opponents proud  reeoid
thie last antbeaten outhe an
the Italian First Division.

Atalanta  coach  Glovannl
Vavassorl sald: "We had many
chances to get a good result but
we fust could not score. The
first deleat had to come some
tiie and we lost to a very good
team.”
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Juventus superstar

December 3.

Napoli finally recorded their
lirst win of the season at the
ninth attempt, beating Bari 1-0
with former Juventus striker
Nicola Amoruso scoring on the
stroke of hall-time.

It* did not take
Verona to draw first
their home derby
Brescia

Former Brescia plaver Euil-
lano  Bonazzoli opened the
scoring with an angled shot and
then followed the tradition
tablished last week by Roma's
Giabriel Batistiita and Parma's
sergio Conceicao ol refusing to
celebrate a goal against a for-
mer club |

Alberto Gilardino notched a
second for Verona six minutes
from time and despite Dario
Hubner's late consolation for
Brescia. Gilardino's strike .lso
sealed all three points

Lecce were also early

long lor
blood in
match with

ey -

birnls.

Alessandro Del

Piero (R)

and Inter
Milan’s Argentine international Javier Zanetti fighting for
possession during their Serie A encounter at Milan on

—AFP photo

Also on Saturday at Rome's
Olvimpic Stadinm goals either
side of the interval from Chilean

striker Marcelo Salas and his
Argentinian  partner Hernan
Crespo ¢ enstred defending

champions ‘Lazio ! prevailed ai
the expense of Reggina who
have now lost their last eight
First Division matches.

In injury time Reggina goal-
Keeper Massimo Taibi pulled off
a4 penalty save from Simone
Inzaghi after Reggina's Portu-
guese defender Marco Caneira
had been sent off.

Inzaghi retook the kick after
Taibi had saved Crespo's first
attempt only for referee Alberto
Castellani to order it to be re-
taken.

For the second consecutive
week Reggina chairman

Pasquale  Foti gave coach
Franco Colomba a vote of confi-
dence, saving: "No-one touches
Colomba.”

Sport

Munich will travel to
London without French inter-
national Bixente Lizarazu and
giant German striker Carsten
Jancker to face Arsenal in the
Champions League on Tuesday,
reports AFP

Bavern

s |
The German champions had

a fine 2-0 home win over Baver
Leverkusen on Saturday night
but lost Lizarazu to injury in
the warm-up

German international striker
Jancker. who scored Bayern's
opener alter five minutes o
Saturday then left the pitch in
the 67th minute complaining of
back pain.

Despite the two notable ab-
sentees, Bavern go into the
Champions League second
phase clash in improved spirits
alter ending a poor spell of two
defeats and a draw in the Ger-
man league

Nonda injured

MONACQ, France, Dec 4:
Monaco siriker Shabani Nonda

will be out until the winter
brecak, missing three league
matches, after taking a bad

knock on his left thigh in Mon-

aco's 1-0 victory over Stras-
bourg on Saturday reports
AFP.

The 22-vear-old, who was

named in the top ten African
players of the year on Saturdav.
Is due to have a scan Sunday
afternoon to assess the extent
of the damage

Nonda arrived at Monaco in
an 18million dollar close season
deal, a record even at the
wealthy principality outfit, and
has scored seven league goals
despite struggling to find an
understanding with strike part-
ner Marco Simone,

Champlons Monaco will
hope to improve significantly on
a iserable first half season
that sees them in 12th spot on
25 points from 19 matches and
eliminated from all European
comperition.
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Shearer

LONDON, Dec 4:
Alan Shearer will
see a specialist on
Monday to deter-
mine the extent of
his recurring knee

Newcastle man-

-|

[ Dl bl

ager Bobby Robson fears that
the foriner England captain

could be out of action for up to
four weeks, reports AFP

ohearer missed his first
game sinee Robson took charge
o months ago (the 1-1 Pre-
miership draw against Aston
Villa on Saturday) because of a
flare-up of the tendonitis in his
knee which reared its head
durmg Euro 2000.

He then had a cortisone in-
jection to case the problem but
Shearer broke down again in
training on Friday

In an ideal world Robson
waoulld love to rest Shearer who

Barca’s custodian

curse

BARCELONA. Spain, Dec 4:
Barcelona's  French Interna-
tional 'keeper Richard Dutruel
will be sidelined for a
after badly bruising his right
knee during Saturday's .'%41
draw with Celta Vigo. reports
AlP

As Barcelona's first choice
keeper Francese Arnau is also
myured  the Catalan's  were
lorced to blood 18-year-old Jose
Manuel Reina. son of Mipuel
Reina. who Kept goal for Bar-

celona  and Atletico  Madrid
during the 60's and 70's.
Barcelona are now consial-

ering buving another 'keeper to
il the gap. Dutruel has had a
rough ride this season and lost
s place 1o Armnan after a string
of guestionable performances
as his side also struggled for
lorm . '

The 27-vear-old former Paris
Saint Gernmain player was (-

jured n a elash with Celia's
tirst-half hat-trick hero
Calanha

Doctors first feared he had

ruptured a ligament, but a scan
o Sunday revealed just serlons
L bruising

month °

he claimed is a "flogged horse"
so he could also recover from
back and hamstring problems
which have also affected him

But he has found that imn-
possible to do with summe
signing Carl Cort not expected
to return until mid-January
from injury

Robson said: "Since I've heen
here Alan's played every game

up until Saturday. Every g ime
for us, every international last
season. then every game in

Euro 2000 and the same for us
this s¢cason

&

ALAN SHEARER

-r! I"‘I‘,.
got a

batd back.

he's
hamstring problem, an
ankle knock and now this tergi-
donitis (n the knee again

“I wish | could actually
him two or three weeks ofl be-

ot i

pive

cause he would benefit
that,

“I'd like to let himm do some
light training. get fresh, pet his
back and hamstrings into
shape agam and then put hin
back into the fteam. But with
Carl Cort not back until Janu
ary | cannot do that.*

Robson admitted: "We have
da meeting with the surpeon
about the tendonitis on Monday
but you've got to be looking at
him being ont for two to four
weeks,

lrom

may miss a month

‘It's not something that re-
quires an operation. It's some-
thing that treatment and rest,
and in the past a cortisone in-
jection, has done the trick for
him.

It did the trick with Eng-
land, and enabled him to play,
and in August when it flared up
again with us.

‘But you just can't Kkeep
pushing cortisone into same-
body. If the surgeon thinks it's
time for another injection then
he'll give it to Alan, but not
while the problem (s painful.

‘It's got to settle down, and
will take a couple of weeks to do
that, and then vou can inject."

Reyna sparks
diving row

GLASGOW, Dec 4: Rangers
midfielder Claudio Revna has
stoked the fire ahead of the

UEFA Cup second leg at Kajser-
slautern by claiming that many

German  coaches  encourage
diving, reports AFP.

The Bundesliga side were
gulilty of the offence in their 1-0
first leg defeat at Ibrox on
Thursday and Jorgen Petters-
Son was ultimately dismissed

alter receiving a vellow card for
one "prat-fall”,

But United States interna-
tional Reyna, who spent three
seasons in Germany with Baver
Leverkusen and Wolfsburg,
admits that the art of games-
manship is thrving in  the
country under the nurturing ol
German coaches.

l.very coach | have ever had

1 Germany told me that il
someone hits vou, fall down
and i the box vou look for

petilties < that's a4 normal part
O thesr game, satdd Kevia

"My Hirsi expecience 1
Evrope was in Germany and
that is the first thing vou learm
[t's normal to try and ger away
withh what von can andd  the
i 11,1."!1 teells Vil HI.'II

~ Bundesliga
Klose rectifies
close call

BERLIN, Dec 4: Defender
Martin Klose scored twice in the
dyving minutes of the match to
inuspire Kaiserslautern to a 2-|
win over SV Hamburg on Sun-
day, reports AFP.

The Red Devils, as they are
known, had to endure an anx-
lous few minutes belore cele-
brating their first win in six
matches as Hamburg 'keeper
Hans-Jorg DButt reduced the
deficit m the 90th mindte with
a penalty,

Elsewhere on Sunday Ener-
gie Cottbus lived up to thelr
name with a hard-earned 1-0
win over Hansa Rostock (n the
battle of the former East Ger-
man Bundesliga sides desplte
being reduced to 10 men on the
hour.

The win lifted them off the
bottom and ont of the relegation
places leaving four-time chiam-
plons VB Stuttgart. who lost 2-
0 on Saturday 1o Borussia

Dortimmind. wallowing i the
tatlend « harlie position.

At the other end of the table
it Is Hertha Berlin who stand
proudly atop it after Saturday's
2-2 draw against SC Freiburg
was enough when Bavern Mu-
nich beat Bayer Leverkusen 2-
0.

Berlin and Leverkusen both
have 28 points, but the team
from the capital have a superior
goal difference.

LONDON., Dec 4: Formmer
Chelsea  assistant  manager
Graham Rix has claimed e

"fully respects” the decisfon to
relieve him of his duties at
Stamlford Bridge, reports AFP.

After eight vears with the
club Rix this week parted coun-
pany with the Blues as under-
fire boss Claudio Ranieri de-
cided to replace Rix, co-
assistant Ray Wilkins and goal-
keeping coach Eddie Niedz-
wiecki with his own stafl.

But Rix has insisted that he
holds no grudges against the
Italian,

‘I fully respect the decision
of the manager and the club
and would like to thank them
for eight extremely happyv
vears." the Englishman said in
a statement.

‘It is a fact in football that
clubs change managers. Often
when this happens the stafl
also have to change, with the
new manager bringing in his
owll associates and people.

"This is understandable and
to be perfectly honest | have
been in a difficult position at
the club this vear.

11 am a person who works
hard and has to participate and
being left on the sidelines has
been difficult.”

Former Arsenal midfielder
Rix also thanked Chelsea for
the help they had given him
during his spell in prison after
being foung guilty of having had
sex with an under-age girl.

“They gave me incredible
support and backing lor which |
will be eternally grateful. That
mcicddent is now belhimd me.”

Scottish Premiership
Hearts’ heart
breaking loss

EDINGBURGH, Dec 4: Nine-
man Rangers clung on for a 1-0
victory against Hearts here at
Tyvnecastle on Sunday in a
spectacle to rival last week's
Old Firm derby in incident if
not goals. reports AFP

Jorg Albertz's 12th-minute
penalty provided the only goal
of the game but Rangers then
saw Claudio Revna and Arthur
Numan sent off.

Rangers boss Dick Advocaat
refused to comment on the de-
cisions made by referee Stuart
Dougal to dismiss his plavers.

"The result was excellent,
but the way we got it was not
the Dbest performance.” said
Advocaat.

“But it was difficult with two
plavers off. That is the decision
of the referee. what can | sav
about it?"

In the dav's other Premier

League match former OStras-
bourg striker David Zitells
scored twice for Hibernian as

they beat Motherwell 3-1.

Rangers incredibly had the |

best of the second-hall chances
but overall they had goalkeeper
Stefan Klos to thank for some
hreathtaking stops. including
an amazing block with his legs
at the death to deny Andy Kirk
The German had been going
the other way to the striker's
header and it was only fitting
that he received all the plaudits

irom his team-mates on the
whistle.
All this overshadowed the

fact that this was Craig Levein's
lirst match as Hearts chiel
coach. He will Know his side are
triers if nothing else

[t took Rangers 12 minutes
to take the lead. Lorenzo
Amoruso was the sapplier with

1 lony bhall OV Stevern
Presslevs  head lor Barry
Ferguson to run on to.

Gordan Petrie, one of four

ex-Rangers in the home side,
came across to cover and com-
mitted himsell to the tackle,

His  snap  decision meant
there was no room for error and
within seconds Ferguson had
gone to grourd.

Albertz, the supplier of that
late UEFA Cup winner againsl
Kaiserslantern  on  Thursday,
made no mistake from the spot
with his trusty left foot this
e,

Premiership
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Brief respite for Chel

LONDON, Dec 4.
With  the storm
clouds  gatherin
and the whiff o
crisis In the alr,
Chelsea assured

embattled ltallan
coach Claudio Ranieri some
much-necded breathing space
as (hey scraped past Manches-
ter City 2-1 at Stamford Bridge,
reports AFP.

But despite having led 2-0 at
half-tiine, Gianfranco Zola and
Jinmmy Floyd Hasselbaink hav-
ing scored two fine goals. they
were still assured a decidedly
nervous  final 10 minutes.
standing on the brink of an-
other setback, as City pulled a
goal back through Paul Dickov

locked|

Marce! De=ailly (L), Chelsea’s French international defender,
in an aerial tussle with Manchester United’'s Lee

and even threatened to equal-
ise.

At least, for Ranieri's sake.

the London club held on - just -
although some of their defend-
ing was as desperate as their
season could have become if

they had dropped another
much-needed two points.
And while it may have

seemed like a frantic relegation
struggle towards the end, that
was probably no surprise as the
two teams started - and ended -
the dav in 14th and 16th places
in the table respectively.

Victory was everything for
Chelsea though, given that they
had failed to win their previous
five games, had just lost to
Charlton and Everton, and had

Crookes during their Premiership fixture at Stamford Bridge

on December 3.

—AFP photo

controversially parted company

with four back-room siaff dur.
g Tn:ihe week. ; - R

1ey were therefore tridebted
1o the first-hall strikes e

and Hasselbaink, as wel) s
1

City's generosity in defence,
But it has been
relatively  solid  home

which has kept their he o
above the swelling walerm
all season and so it o
again for all of their Mlirting with
disaster near the end.

Not that all of Chelsea's
problems have been  cured
overnight. After all. their over.
ridlnpéwtaknes&cﬂ remain away
from Stamford Bridge

However, even though
Dickov. who had come on as a
substitute, pulled a goal back
with nine minutes left and City
pressed  with  commendable
spirit In an attemplied second-
half comeback. an equaliser
never materialised.

And while staving in the
Premiership would in itself rep.
resent a successful season. City
continue to struggle to stay jusy
clear of the relegation zone de-
spite progress  in the  Leagne
Cup.

However, am wornes ihiae
they would strugele 10 biugd the
breakthrough  were  dispelled
courtesy of City's Norwepia
captain Alfie Haaland

For when the mmdfielder re-
ceived a throw-in in his own
half. so bad was his control of
the ball that he actually man-
aged to set Zola clear into the
penalty area.

The Italian striker does not
waste opportunities like thai
and. after keeping ahead of
Steve Howey, he curled a neal
shot just inside the [ar post in
the 28th minute

On the stoke of half-time
Zola set Dutchman Mario Mel-
chiot galloping down the right
flank and. having reached the
bvline, he pulled a superh cross
straight ito the pathi of Has-
selbaink. who converted from

close range with undisguised
glee.
While = Chelsea’s  Gustavo

Povet hit the top of the bar witl
a header. City were given hope
of an unlikely comeback with
nine minutes left.

Dutchh  goalkeeper Ed - de
Goey tamely parmed a shot by
Kevin Horlock straighit into the
path of Dickov. who volleyed
first-time straight back past the
keeper. But it was not enough
for Joe Rovle's strugglers.

WORLD FOOTBALL BRIEFS

Dec HAFP):
briefs on Monday

DESAILLY SAYS

World football

EUROPE DREAM ON

LONDON: Marcel Desailly
has insisted Chelsea still have
the gquality to qualify for Eurepe
after theyv completed the first
stage ol their attempt to haul
themselves back from the brink
Ol a Crisis,

Before a 2-1 victory against
Manchester Citv on  Sunday.
( helsea had gone five games
without a win and controversy
was ragimg around the club
alter the decision dismiss
lour backroom staff.

However, the French inter-
national defender, who led the
side by example as captain in
the absence of the suspended
Dennis Wise, declared: "The
tean 1S progressing lor sure.

"We have another game at
home next week (against Derby)
and we can now work this week
In a good condition.

"We are already working a
lot tactically and physically, the

10

most important thing is men-
tallv to be a bit cleverer

"We  also dfinitely have to
lmprove our game awayv from

home. otherwise it's going to be
difficult for us. but we still have
quality

"We will soon get back some
plavers who are injured though.
like Jesper Gronkjaer who ar-

nves in January, Mario Stanic

and Albert Ferrer, and every-
thing is about confidence.”

e added: "We definirely
need the Champions League for
the club. The objective [at the
start ol the season) was the
Premier League but the mii-

mum now is the Champions
League.
"Mavbe we can come back

behind Manchester United and
Arsenal if thev use a lot of en-
ergy playing in the Champions
League.

"I still believe we can do it
because the group is still posi-
five there is no bad mentlity
between us. The guality is still
Lthiere.

I DID NOT HELP

LAZIO: TAYLOR

LONDON: England care-
taker-manager Peter Tavlor has
angrily denied reports that he
has colluded with Sven-Goran
Eriksson in plotting the down-
fall of Leeds in Wednesday's
Champions League game with
Lazio

Leicester boss Tavler was
said to have given his England
successor the low-down oi
Leeds when the pair had a
meeting in Rome last week.

But a luming Tavlor insisted
he and Lazio coach Eriksson
had purelv talked about Eng-
[and matters and made only a

[lssuIg releseince (o breds.

Tavior is backmg David
(Y'Leary s side to spring another
shock against the Jtalians after
their previous SUICCESSES
against the likes of AC Milan
and Barcelona in the first group
phase.

Taylor, whose team defeated
Leeds 3-1 in the Premiership on
Saturday, told the Press Asso-
ciation on Tuesdav: "To say |
have helped Sven in providing
inforination about Leeds is to-
tally wrong.

"Nothing. in fact. could be
further from the truth. When |
went to Rome last week 1o see
Sven | did sav to him that Leeds
United gre a very good teani.

"But that was the extent of
our conversations as regards
Leeds United. 1 was there to
talk to him purely about Eng-
land matters and nothing else.
Nothing was said about Leeds.

‘It is an understatement to
say that 1 am annoved aboul
what has been suggested.”

Taylor added: “Although we
beat Leeds on Saturday they
are still a tremendously tal-
ented teamn who have achieved
sonie fantastic results i the
Champions League already this
SCasoll.

"They now have 1o go to
Rome 1o face Lazio but | see 1o
reason why they can't produce
another outstanding resuil.

by Zola

Boro's final

LONDON,
Struggling
lish
clab

Dec 3.

Eng-
Premiership

Middles-
brough are Dbe-
lieved to have
made a last-ditch
bid to land Terry Venables after
the lormer England coach
hinted that he could be ready to
guide the elub for six months,
reports AFP.

The planned deal to team
Vienables back with Bryan Rob-
son, his assistant during Euro
96. appeared to have collapsed
on Friday, with Venables saying
then that it had been impossi-
ble to reconcile his television
and other media obligations
with the job ol reseuing Mid-
dlesbrough from their current
Crisis.

British television station ITV
want Venables to front the
regular football highlights pro-
granume Match of the Day next
season  alonpgside popular an-
chorman Des Lynam.

&
~f

But the former Barcelona
conch told the News of the
World newspaper on Sunday:

“The truth is 1 could help Boro
out for six months,

1 sald 1o Brvan: ‘I will take it
to the end of the year, you have
0 break tor six months, 'l take
the press, I'll take the team, 'l
do this, I'll do that.™

But Venables added: "Bryan
wasn't convinced it was a good
ilea, he dida't think it was set-

. ting to his plavers, ta his stafl

TERRY VENABLES
and no-one would know what's
gomg on. | understand that.”

But following Saturday's 1-0
Premiership defeat at  West
Ham. and given the poor per-
lonnance, Middlesbrough
chairman  Steve Gibson and
chiel executive Keith Lamb are
believed to have made a further
attempt to hare Venables to the
Riverside on his terms.
Robson himself had claimed
alter the game that Venables
was the only man more capable
than himself of lifting the Pre-
:liiershlp strugglers out of trou-
e

"Mysell and Terry Venables

try for

Venables

worked very well with England.
and 1 felt that was the best
move for Middlesbrough at this
time."” he said.

"He's a very good coach but
he was not able to help due to
other commitments.”

Robson appeared to have
decided that the best wayv lor-
ward lor Boro now was for lnm

to tahe the challenge on his
own shoulders.

"It's a case ol me getting my
head down. 1 have looked
around and 1 don't think there
is anyvone betier than mysell

"I will try to turn things
around. I have got the full sup-

port of the plavers and evervone

at the club and | will try to tum
it round.”

Ballack out
of action

MUNICH. Germany, Dec 4
Baver Leverkusen and Geratl
international midfielder Michael
Ballack will be out of action
until the end of the year after
he picked up a serious shoulder
injury in Leverkusen's 2-0 de-
feat to Bayern Munich Satur
day. reports AFFP,

After being fouled by Bayeri
midfielder and fellow interna-
tional Jens Jeremies, Ballack
fell heavily on his right shonlder
and was foreed to leave the hie
in the 27th minute.
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