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Anniversary of
Suhrawardy's
death today

By Staff Correspondent

The 37th death anniversary of
Hossain Shaheed Suh-rawardy
will be observed across the coun-
try today:.

Various soclo-cultural and
political organisations have
drown up elaborate programme
to mark the day:.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Shelkh Hasina have given sepa

oee page 11 col 3

Supreme Court gives Bush

temporary victory

WASHINGTON, Dec 4: In at least a temporary
victory for Republican George W Bush, the US
supreme Court loday set aside a rullng that
extended the deadline for hand-counted Florida
ballots that Democrat Al Gore needs to win the
White House, reports Reuters.

The nation’s high court, in a unanimous 7-page
opinion, sald It was unclear aboul certain key points
of the Florida Supreme Court ruling at issue and
sent the case back to the state high court for further
proceedings.

The Florida Supreme Court ruling, opposed by
Bush and supported by Gore, extended the deadline
for certifying the election results by 12 days until
Nov 26 so hand-counted votes could be included in
the final tally.

Under the Florida Supreme Court ruling, Texas
Gov Bush was certified the state’s victor by 537
voles out of 6 million cast. Bush wanted reinstated
the 930-vote lead over the vice president under the
original Nov 14 deadline,

Gore has contested the [inal results in cases now
pending in Florida that are not directly affected by
US Supreme Court ruling,

Earlier, AP said: With the calendar closing in, the
recount Vice President Al Gore believes would
reverse lTexas Gov George W Bush's minuscule
margin in Florida and send him to the White House
instead Is up to a folksy but firm Tallahassee judge,
with an appeal certain whatever his verdict.

In the marbled splendour of the US Supreme
Court, a decision Is pending on Bush's appeal

against the recount extension that delayed but did
not stop his certification as the Florida winner by
537 voles, the fragment that would make him the
43rd president.

Should that be the outcome, Gore said, and
should it be Bush, not he, who s inaugurated on
Jan 20, "he will be sworn in as my president, too,"

But that will be only "at the end of the day, when
all processes have taken place,” Gore sald In an.
Interview on CBS television's "60 Minutes” news
magazine Sunday night.

As thal was broadcast, one of the processes was
unfolding In closing arguments on the new recount
case, (0 Leon County Circuit Judge N Sanders
Sauls.

"Whaltever happens, both sides know this Is going
to end up In the Florida Supreme Court," Gore said.
"ItU's not a recount. We want a first count.”

But it would be a recount, by hand, of ballots
already tallied by machine in Miami-Dade and Palm
Beach counties. That would cover about 14,000
disputed ballots.

Republicans contend that Florida already has
had a count and two recounts, and that the Bush
win certified by the Republican secretary of state
should stand. Katherine Harris announced that
certification on Nov 26, the deadline set by the
Florida Supreme Court when it ruled for Gore on an
earlier appeal and extended the deadline to permit
more time for recounting before the official figures
were sent (o the secretary of state.

JS body discusses
trial of officers
allegedly involved
in '77 mutiny

1n

he Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of
Delence at a meeting yesterday
discussed matters relating to the
trial of Army and Air Force offi-
cers who were allegedly involved
in a mutiny on October 2, 1977,
an ollicial handout said, reports
BSS.

The meeting, held at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban, also discussed

NCTB yet to take

action against
three printers

By Staff Correspondent

The National Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB) has not yet
taken any decision about three concerns of Beximeco Group which
[ailed to complete printing of 8.12 core textbooks within the stipulated
time.

Sources concerned said organisaUons representing the country's
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Opposition to
demonstrate
today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition alli-
ance will stage countrywide dem
onstrations today protesting
price hike of essentials, deteriora-
tion of law and order and electric-
Ily-walter-gas crisis.

As part of the programme, the
BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-
Islami and Islami Olkya Jote
along with some rightwing
smaller parties will jointly organ-
Ise rallles and bring out proces-
slons In all cities and at district
and thana headquarters.

In Dhaka, the alliance will hold
a rally at Muktangan at 3 pm
which will be followed by a pro-
cession. The Dhaka City unit of
All-Party Action Counecil (APAC)
will organise the rally.

ecretaries general and presi-
dents and general secretaries ol
the ¢ity unit of four opposition
parties will address the rally
while city BNP President and
APAC convenor Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP will preside.

Meanwhile, leaders of the four
opposilion parties In separate
press statement yesterday called
upon the opposition leaders and
acuvists as well as the country-
men o join the demonstration
programme protesting price hike
of essentials in the month
Ramadan, deterioration of law
and order and electricity-water-
gas crisis. '

BNP's V-Day

programme
By Staff Correspondent

BNP has chalked up a nine-day
programme (o celebrate the Vie-
tory Day this vyear. The
programmes will begin on
December 13 and run through

of
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hosted by him at the Bangabhaban yesterday:

Pak I;biitical parties unite

L

President Shahabuddin Ahmed exchanging pleasantries with freedom fighters at an Iftar Party

e -

- PID photo

for end to military rule

ISLAMABAD, Dec 4: Pakistan's discredited and
disgraced political parties formed a new opposition
alllance demanding an immediate end to the mili-
lary rule and restoration of democracy in this poor
South Aslan nation, according to newspaper reports
loday, reports AP.

The Alliance for the Restoration of Democracy.
represents 18 parties, including those of two ousted
prime ministers, Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif
one time arch-enemies.

Khan's new alliance warned the army govern-
ment against making changes to the constitution
and demanded an immediate transfer of power to a
carelaker government of politicians who would
oversee elections.

His new alliance will lead peaceful demonstra-
Lions.

“We will launch a peaceful, nonviolent cam
to press for our demands,” he said, but did not elab-

in detail the measures under - o | stry tried to draw attention of the NCTB i |s regard : December 21. 352 - | i

taken for the welfare of the family E?{:;::F]r;l[lllll[!::'{]1]?F{::;liﬁ:;lll.;III}: 1111:1:,I*]u-ll|:;]|1:I"T:]bi!:: E:}it::::;:lirlnId The decision was taken at a Ihe other 16 parties range from ethnic and Most political parties, including many in the new

members of the victim army The NCTB had awarded the job of printing such a huge number of | : : joint meeting of the BNP and its | nationalist groups to small religious organizations, alliance. had welcomed the military takeover, accus-

officers who were killed along | textbooks to onlv three Beximog concernsSuktara. Frea Press and: | g . I ] [ront organisations at the party's | which have a history of sharp political and ideologi- ing Sharif of destroying institutions, undermining

with Bangabandhu on the night | Pustaka:- which allegedly had no trade licence when those partici- | l- t | t't--nlr‘_ri_ office yesterday morning | cal differences. the constitution and runaway corruption.

Ol ‘*\l.*"-l”?‘f 15, 1975 and Nm‘cmbt'r pated in the lmi(iirl_u. leaders of the Coordination Commiittee of | 1mnes O with oecretary General Abdul "We have put behind our differences for democ- One vear later Lhey say the militarv government's

7 ol the same year and after- | Prokashana, Mudran and Bipinon Samity alleged at a press conference | accept Mamata|s Mannan Bhuiyan in the chair. racy,” Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, head of the new ;anll—c*taﬁpi_iun drive is draconian and unjust.

1‘\”:}[11}}- mittee Chairmman Major }FEHF[:I‘(!IH}}; ded the job in violation of rul 1d regulation of | " " '::;'J:i:':lillv‘ll.!ltt]z!:::':r‘t Hl:rrmnlhli::”:]::{::‘ alliance told a news conference on Sunday. "Today Sharil. who is currently in jail serving a life sen-
mmitiee ‘ < \y b 1IStaka was awarded the job 1olation ol rules au egulation o « M~ WO SOUTCes - P £ “iority i 3 . 7 ™ . . i

General (retd) KM Shafiullah (Bir | the NCTB onlv on the _L;rnurn_i!lh;il it had quoted the lowest FH'H e, Lthey reSlgnatlon Is almed at refuting the ’-’”‘IF“‘H*';" UUZPIFIFEF} 1‘% IP rﬂ“fn I (.DLJﬂltl'_‘i 3 c!EI|1_1ocrqq. Ifn(?t‘ DR EEes ot HlcipEad Hiduapnige plso

U e e U IR _ _ NEW DELHI. Dec 4: Indfan | tion that the party has sided with In a istan’s rm:f,h and tumble politics one-time  faces Rf'}'eralmrmpt[on {:}farges‘. |

which was atlended by committee ! According o the terms and conditions of the tender document. | Railway Minister and Trinamool the anti-liberation carmp. "'L”t“'i,t.bhﬁﬂ”wﬂ“lts' Khan, for Emmplei‘ once led Sharil's Pakistan Muslim Lsague 1S In disarm}"

members Colonel (retd) Shawkat | Pustaka did not i!lhi!!h for the bidding as it had qumrfl prices ol unI_x' Cong tL'c ss leader Mamala Leaders and activists of the an alliance which worked to lupple Sharif's govern- with several top leaders demanding his removal as

Ali, Mohammad Faruq Khan, | 20 books outof the 40, they alleged | Banarjee today tendered her | BNP and its front organisations | ment. Ms Bhutto was part of that alliance. president. These leaders also have flatly refused to

Golam Mohammad Qader and | On the other hand, members of the Prokashona. Mudron and | rt”-xl;_[lj;i[lﬂl}lr‘u'.l]_il‘l;_:llh'}r:;l]I‘t*Sl}{)[l | have also been instructed to take | In October 1999 the army threw out Sharifs join any alliance in which Bhutto's party is repre-

Major (retd] Mohammad | Bipinon Samity quoted prices for all the 40 books. its leaders claimed. sibility for Saturday's train disas- | up programmes to establish that | government in a bloodless coup on charges of cor- sented. -

Akhtarzzaman. | The Board is yet 1o take any fresh decision regarding those who |l ler In Punjab in which 43 people | the party is pro-liberation ruption and misrule. Gen Pervez Musharrafl has Bhutto, who divides her time between Britain and

Delence Secretary M Idris Ali,
Chief of the Army Staff Lt General
Mustafizur Rahman, Navy Chief | |
Rear Admiral Abu Taher, Air
Force Chiel Air Vice Marshal

have been given work order as it wants to ensure availability of books
in time,” NCTB Chairman Kapan Kanti Chowdhury told The Daily Star

ast night.

Meanwhile, in a clarification, NCTB said the lowest bidder was
awarded the job as the previous practice was not acceptable to the

Jamal Uddin Ahmed and officials | donors.

concerned were present.

The procedure was defective and against free competition

| clarilication signed by a Member of the Board said.

Narsingdi fire

victims to get |

compensation
on Dec 12

NARSINGDI, Dec 4: A meeting
between Parliamentary Standing
Commitiee on Commerce Minis-
try, BGMEA. and local political
leaders today decided that the |
victims of the recent devastating
fire at Chowdhury Knitwear Ltd |
here would be compensated on
December 12. reports BSS.

The meeting chaired by Com-
merce Minister Abdul Jalil
decided that the owner of the
knitwear would pay Tk one lakh
lo the families of each of the 39
workers died in the fire and Tk
9,000 to each of the injured.

Besides, the management of
the factory would pay the regular
wages to the injured workers for
their treatment and pay the out-
standing wages to all f:uwry

rkers The stevedores are determined not to bow down to pressure tactics (<) ﬁ’fﬁ"ﬁg‘&j’ﬂﬂ 5]‘]‘@[5[6' f@ﬁﬂl“’i_ GG HAZE B ik 376—135@‘35
Um,:f > ? (} s i iciatein the employed by the workers and have termed the strike by the workers
. v_]'_“f ”{ ( 'ﬁ “L“é; z::l:‘; “:‘ ”}; illegal, They have also stopped loading and unleading in and from ten AUIINHAR o4l $491d O4] WdE YW F4] I |
WNWTIETS O 1€ UIWCdar ur

would hand over the compensa- |
tion in the presence of Science

_ e e , : produced any breakthrough, fuelling fear that Mongla port may be TaEBOE-a9 waeE FH ey iy e
‘;1”;'1 Te ‘!3“'&1_“-‘3} df;ﬂd”;ﬁ“- r declared as an " Exclusion Zone' by the International Maritime Port CARLAFE-O9 ( " TG F-TARCA Internel
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: 5 Assocjation if the deadlock continues. said a high official of the MPA. '
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Dere; | One way to traffic jam... Despite being made a one-way road, traffic congestion on Mirpur Road Ihe observance of the 50th founding anniversary of Mongla Port on APl AR & Web H_detf = Rl
> remains a regular feature. Unruly rickshaws on the road and haphazardly parked motorised vehicles December ]1 R ”I‘."-I'”f-‘ ‘-’;"',‘"'i“'f“‘]“v_“; f"‘rl”'tl. E“{;’L"ET ir":_"},dli'; [‘”It";?,:i . PINHACRH AT (TF AR IR MRS | ESIC R 2

42 mlscreants on the roadside are two major factors leading to hours of traffic jams. --Starphoto | BO™ 'S I deep lrouble, Sald a leader al Bock Labour Manage

surrender
with arms at
Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 4: Forty-two
miscreants of sadar and
Kamarkhand thanas of the dis-
trict today formally surrendered
with arms (o Home Minister
Mohammad Nasim at a public

rally here. hl.h‘«'ﬂl IATI, Indla, Dec 4 ; Imliq will impose a night curlew along its Azam. who Is due (o ret{re as e dead were identified as :-n["u_lintm!Iurl\}'uhnurﬁ. B¥ WS WIS FATS 379 |

Presided over by the Police | International borders with Bhutan and Bangladesh to prevent infiltra- Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami on | Abdur Sukkur, 45, and Jashim he feuding groups fired |
Super of the district S M tion by separatist guerrillas, a senlor police official sald today. Thursday, was addressing an Uddin, 22, of Monazirpara of the about 200 shols during the o | fazifes swE o9 qicdr4 qifomT o7 &y qQEeE
Mustafizur Rahman, the rally e move 1o Impose a night curfew on the International borders . Iftar party hosted by him in hon- Island. clash, local people said.

as addressed, among others, by
Abdul Latif Mirza MP, Abdul Latif
Biswas, DIG of Police for Rajshahl
range Sirajul Islam. local Awami

League leader Abu Yousuf Surju, the rmr{!!wualvrn51.’.‘11::. 51”"‘“'“’“‘“_“’“““‘]L‘“- against Rawalpindi was almed at | While others to Moheshkhali tod ddl i RIGGES (i)
Bimol Kumar Das, Hajl Ishaq All, No date for the Implementation of the curfew has been announced. achieving freedom. But he did not | Health Complex. ay, a pO ce - iRy
local Union Parishad Chairman The move came after militants in Assam went on a five-week killing say anything about his role dur- Hospital and local sources said R R NADHRCT IR qitd !

Namdar All and Amjad Ali.

The government had approved printing of textbooks with its own
resources through open tender for local printers in June this Vear.

| were Killed and many others
| Injured, reports BSS.
| However, Prime Minister Atal
‘thurl Vajpavee declined to
| accept the resignation of the
| | railway minister and asked Ms.
the | Banarjee Lo continue in her office,
irrpnrlﬁ sald
i placed sources.

See page 11 col 5

quoting highly

|

although it has formed alliance
with anti-liberation forces.

The BNP programme begins on
December 13 with the

| Jatiyatabadi Shechchasebak Dal

organising a discussion meeting
in the city.
The next day, the leaders and
aclivists will visit the intellectu
See page 11 col 8

promised elections before the end of 2002 in keeping

.with a Pakistan Supreme Court ruling.

Before elections, Musharral vowed (o revive the
economy. introduce electoral and economic reforms
and clean up Pakistan’'s deeply corrupt political
Sysiem.

Local elections for district and municipal councils
will begin later this month and will last for several
months.

the United Arab Emirates, was convicted in absentia
of corruption and sentenced to five vears in jail when
Sharifwas in power.

Corruption is a major issue in Pakistan where
four successive governments have been ousted on
corruption since 1990.

Frustrated by years of corruption and misrule by
elected governments, most Pakistanis welcomed
the army last vear.
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Siltation: Piracy: Unrest

e — . i i

Mongla port on verge
of closure

From Quazi Amanullah y

KHULNA, Dec 4: Rising siltation, growing labour unrest, persistent .
piracy, rampant cargo pillerage and corruption in port administration
have put the country’'s second largest Mongla port on the verge of clo-

SLITE.

The river Passur has almost lost navigability due to siltation, forcing
many ships to anchor in the deep sea and pushing cargo transporta-

tion cost higher.

Frequent labour unrest has reducing its revenue earning and port
activities have again been paralysed since last Friday as labourers and
stevedores are locked in a discord which has seen loading and unload-
ing in and [rom sea-going vessels at Mongla port come to a stop due to
an indefinite strike. The discord is over appointment of additional
labourers for unloading cement c¢linker from a ship.

There is no sign of improvement in the uneasy situation created by a
vested quarters, said a source at the Mongla Port Authority (MPA).

sea-bound vessels from the day the workers went to strike.
Efforts by the authorities to resolve the crisis have so far failed to

Board.
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India to impose night

- curfew along border
with Bangladesh

would help securlity forces cut off the militants’ transit routes.” G.M.

Srivastava ol Assam's police told AFP.

The step, which will be Implemented “very soon,” would also pult a
. r
stop lo the clandestine movement of rebels from bases in Bhutan into

spree, gunning down 75 people from the Hindi-speaking business

Infiltration of separatists

-

'At last Golam
Azam says--

By Staff Correspondent

Golam Azam, who had joined
hands with the Pakistani occupa-
tion forees and opposed the War
of Independence, has at lasl
realised that people of the coun-
try struggled in 1971 to gel rid ol
slavery ol Rawalpindl.

our of politiclans at Eskaton
Ladies Club in the city yesterday:.

Leading the praver, the collab-
orator ol 1971 sald the struggle

ing the war.

é shot —deqad; 35 hilrt il';
Moheshkhali gunfight

COX'S BAZAR, Dec 4: A flerce
gunlight between in the two rival
groups at village Khodarkum in
Moheshkhali upazila lelt two
people dead and 35 wounded
today, reports UNB

Ol the injured, Nurul Absar,
S0, Sarwar, 15, Mahmudul, 20,
Osman, 15, and Mukaddes, 17,
were admitted to Sadar Hospital

there had been a dispute over 60

(9)

v

am today. Suddenly the support-
ers ol Haji ldirsh launched an
armed attack on them.

Both groups exploded cock-
tails, used machete and sawed-
ofl rifles during the clash that

Protest rally at
Ctg Customs House
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force deployed

Pl DNl R deed "”[’l‘?}””“”‘};- l 1 Azam sald the country is now | 4cres of coastal land at  village From Stalf Correspondent -
30 firearms led by Amzad 1e oullawed United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and the “in the ori Yelhil the pre Khodarkum between Bashir CHITTAGONG, Dec 4: Addi- .
. a4 g - A \ grip of Delhl and the pres- \,
Hossain and Helal Uddin of | National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB). both lighting for inde- | onf ;m.-,-uuli League g -u_-,-“,mi.“, s | Member and Hajl ldrish. Theland tional police forces have been ‘Edl‘ton Mahfuz Anm;: : Industrial
Bagbarl under Kamarkhand | pendent homelands, have well entrenched bases in southern Bhutan. trying to make the nation a slave | Was being used for shrimp culti- deployed at Chittagong Customs  Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon )

Upazila. The surrendered miscre-
ants were wanted in different

The rebels have been operating out of Bhutan over the past three
years, staging hit-and-run guerrilla strikes In Assam. Indian officials

of India”. He advised BNP Chalr-

vation in the rainy season and
salt cultivation in the winter,

against the backdrop of stand

House today, [learing unrest

Area. Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel CA,
Dhaka-1000. Editorial. News & Commercial Offices: 19 Karwan Bazar,

, erson Khaleda Zia, who g ,
murder cases including Saldabad | estimate more than 4,000 armed rebels are operating from Bhutan., .!ﬂlt-mlwl the iftar. |:, j]‘:;.m”mh- 1|I.p Supporters of Bashir group of  release of seven Customs offi- Dhaka-1215, Telephone Numbers: 8124944, 8124955, 8124966, Fa:t‘
UP chalrman Belal Hossain, UP Leading army, police and paramilitary commanders, besides offl- current anti-government move- | thevillage equipped with firearims  clals, Custorn House sources 8125155. GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA: Intern
. chalrman Sahjahan All and | clals at the India’s home ministry, met in Assam Sunday to review the | ment to free the nation from | were preparing the salt-cum-  sald. edition address: http/Avww.dailystarnews.com and Emal address: .
5  Moyazzam Hossain. state’s law and order situation. ' '

See page 11 col

shrimp land for production at 10

See page 11 col 7
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