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BﬁG&R India, Dec 4:
spected Muslim  militants
taged a deadly landmine blast in
ashmir on the seventh day of an
an  army ceasefire today,
g two people, injuring 10
and destroying three vehicles,
lice said, re

ris AFP. In an Interview with the Assoclated Press, Pakistan's Foreign Minis- Ramadan.”
lice officlal safd separatist  try spokesman Mohammed Riaz Khan sald the bilateral talks should In New Delhi, the chairman of the All Parly Hurriyat Conference
s targeted anarmy convoyat  lead to three-way peace negotiations that would include Pakistan, (AHPC), an alliance of over two dozen parties in Kashmir. said today he

ipura Mandir, near the town
of Khanpura, about 58 kiloimetres
north of the state summer capital

= ;

"The blast took place at around
12:30 pm (1300 . It's impact
was tremendous and it could be
heard around a radius of three
kilometres,” he said.

One soldier was killed in the
explosion while another was
critically injured, the official sald.
adding that sfl_x other military
personnel and four civillans were
also wounded.

‘However, a medical source sald
that one of the injured civillans
later died ol his wounds.

Two army buses and a jeep

were damaged in the explosion,
police said.

Wil e 5

N :
‘2 engineers

‘arrested 1n
Calcutta for
cyber theft

CALCUTTA. India, Dec 4: Two
computer engineers have been
arrested lor stealing computer
data from a private firm in the
capital of the eastern Indian state
of West Bengal, police said today,
reports AFP.

“The two engineers have been
booked on Friday night on
charges ranging from tampering
with documents, illegally access-
ing, copving and damaging data
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ISLAMABAD, Dec 4: With tit-for-tat cease-fires in effect in the
disputed Kashmir reglon, Pakistan took a second significant step
toward peace loday by ilﬂt‘ﬂpli% separate talks between Kashmir
secessionists and India, reports Al

Until now Pakistan had been bitterl opposed to lalks between
Kashmiri secessionists and India that did not Include Islamabad.

India and Kashmiris.

The latest concession follows a weekend offer of a truce by Pakistan
along the disputed Kashmir border where l€ns of thousands of sol-
diers from both countries are deployed.

The opposing armies routinely engage
that has left hundreds of civillans dea
sides of the border abandoned.

“All 1 will say is that this is an important initiative,” sald Khan. "I
won't say anvthing more than that.”

_ Pakistan's peace overtures were prompted by New Delhi's unilat-
eral cease fire offer in its state of Jammu and Kashmir, where seces-
stonists have been waging a violent insurgency since 1989, demand-
ing either outright independence or union with Islamic Pakistan.

Al least 30,000 people have been killed since the outset of the fight-
Ing.
glndla offered a one-month cease fire throughout the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan, that began last week. Militant Kashmirl groups,
most of whom are headquartered in Pakistan, rejected the truce and
are blamed for several attacks since it began.

But India's cease-fire pressed Pakistan to reciprocate.

Last weekend Pakistan offered its cease-fire along the border and

in cross border gunbattles
and entire villages on both
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tan agrees to talks between
Kashmiri rebels and India

A

on Monday elaborated on its further overture agreeing to accept Inde-
pendent talks between India and Kashmirl separatists.

Khan said Pakistan also wants India to let members of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference an umbrella group representing 23 Kashmiri
separalists groups totravel to Islamabad to hold talks here,

Pakistan wants three-way talks to begin “immediately after

was ready for talks with both India and Pakistan,

"We will talk to the Indians and the Pakistanis.” Abdul Ganl Bhat told
AFP. adding the APHC should not be seen as a "medlator” but as a
“party” to the dispute.

Describing a unilateral month-long ceasefire announced by New
Delhi as a “pleasing’ and "healthy development,” Bhat said it generated
a "proplitious atmosphere” for talks to solve the Kashmir issue.

Bhat advocated a "collective effort” or "a broad gauge dialogue” which
would inveolve India, Pakistan and the AHPC,

The chairman of the APHC, who arrived here on Sunday, sald he
would be in New Delhi for about a week to meet senior Indian officials.

Two other separatist leaders -- Yaseen Mallk and Mirwalz Umer
Farooq -- are also in the Indian capital.

Commenting on a Pakistani proposal which suggested the AHPC
hold separate talks with Islamabad and New Delhi, Bhat said it was "not
a bad Idea” and hoped India would allow a separatist delegation to travel
to Pakistan.

"India should not see us as mediators ... we are a parly to the dis-
pute,” Bhat sald,

e i e 5 — e

- _:f - !-.
e R
L i 2 fr‘r H h + .
1‘ &
- % il R F%

&

.-

e

Senate orders
Estrada aide
to testify at

corruption trial

MANILA, Dec 4: The presiding
judge in Joseph Estrada’s cor-
ruption trial today summoned an
alde of the Philippine president to
testify, but blocked prosecutors
bid to search the homes of his
alleged mistresses for evidence,
reports AFP.

Estrada risks being unseated
at the December 7 trial in the
Senate, the first for a sitting Asian
leader. The House of Representa-
tives impeached him last month
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Veteran politician Nawabzada Nasrullah (L) welcomes Kulsoom Nawaz (R), wife of deposed and jailed
prime minister Nawaz Sharif, at a meeting in Islamabad on Sunday. Pakistan's former arch-rival
political heavyweights joined forces for the first time to wage a joint but peace efiorts to restore democ-

' -AFP photo

racyin the country.
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voting irregularities

WASHINGTON, Dec 4: The US agency charged
with investigating civil rights violations will examine
Intimidated
casling ballots in the controversial presidential

whether minority voters were

election in Florida. reports AFP.

The US Civil Rights Commission said in a stale-
ment Sunday that it "will examine allegations of
voter intimidation and other voling rights impropri-
eties' in the US presidential election, one day alter
the National Association for the Advancement of
Coloured People (NAACP) announced a lawsuit on

the matter.

irom

and illegal tactics” had taken place before and dur-
ing the balloting.

"By noon on Election Day. long belore we had any
Idea how the election would turn out, we had over 80

complaints,” NAACP President Kweisi Mlume saic al

a press conference broadcast on C-SPAN television.
In all, the NAACP received more than 486 docu-
mented complaints alleging irregularives, including
relocating polling places without notice and refusing
to allow registered volers Lo cast ballots.
The association charged that the complaints

“point toward the massive, systemaltic exclusion of

in a computer,” Banibrata Basu.
head of Calcutta Police s detective
unit, said.

This was the first case of a
person being booked under the

On Saturday, the NAACP alleged that "wide-
spread irregularities” in the November 7 presidential
election in Florida denied African American, Jewish
and immigrant voters the right to vole,

The civil rights group said in a statement that

i black, Jewlsh and immigrant volers.” The group
said it would file its lawsuit in the coming week.
The US Commission on Civil Rights said in its

statement Sundav that it would decide at its regular

US President Bill Clinton (R) and US First Lady Hillary Clinton (2nd-R) welcome the Kennedy Cen-
tre Honourees to the White House in Washington on Sunday. The 2000 honourees are dancer Mikhail
Baryshnikov, rock-and-roll pioneer Chuck Berry, tenor Placido Domingo (L), actor-director Clint East-

on bribery, corruption, betrayal

of public trust and culpable viola-

tion of the constitution.
Supreme Court chiel justice

>
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recent Information Technology
Act. which deals with cvber

crime, he added.

The two engineers, both in
their late twenties, were working
with a citv-based business firm,
which compiled medical case
histories sent by doctors [rom
overseas over the Internet.

Basu said the engineers had
allegedly copied the documents
slored in the private firm's com-
puters and then set up a business
ol their own.

The police raided the office ol
the two engineers following a
complaint’' by’ théir former
employer. ' officials said, seizing
two computers, some CD ROMs
and floppy discs.

Basu said the engineers could
be imprisoned for three years and
fined up to 100 million rupees
(2.2 million dollars) if proved
guilty in court.

Life on land

a billion
years older

LONDON, Dec 4: Life on the
land may be more than a billion
yvears older than previously
thought, say scientists after
discovering organic matter in
ancient rocks in South Africa,
reports DPA

Researchers found evidence
that primitive life spread from the
sea to the land between 2.6 and
2.7 billion years ago. Life is
thought to have flourished in the
oceans for the past 3.8 billion
years, but to have lived on land
for less than a third of that time.

Until now the earliest undis-
puted signs of terrestrial life came
from rocks from Arizona, in the
United States believed to be 1.2
billion years old.

Scientists believe that ancient
rocks from South Africa may be
the remnants of micro-organisms
which colonized the land as long
agoas 2.7 billion years. the maga-
Zzine Nature reported.

Research was carried out by a
team led by Yumiko Watanabe,
from Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity.

The primordial organic matter
was found in Mpumalanga prov-
ince in a geological region known
as the Black Reef Formation.
Analysis showed that il contained

ﬁﬂ—lﬂjt chemical signatures of
e,
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S.F. 194
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wood (2nd L) and actress Angela Lansbury (3rd L).

-- AFP photo

Industries Corporation

Adamjee Court (5" Floor), 115-120, Motijheel

C/A, Dhaka-1000
Ref. No BSFIC/PD-2/PCM-2000

Tender Notice for Photo
Copy Machine

Sealed tenders are hereby invited by Bangladesh Sugar &
Corporation
Commercial Arca, Dhaka-1000 from bonatide suppliers
importers for supply ot Photo Copy Machine, on free
delivery basis. Tender schedule along with detailed terms |
~and conditions will be available during otfice hours with
- Additional Chief Accountant (Cash), BSFIC, Adamjce Court
(4™ Floor), 115-120, Motijheel Commercial Arca, Dhaka-
1000 on cash payment of Tk. 250/- (Taka two hundred fifty)
only per set (non-refundable). No tender documents will be
$old on the date of opening the tender. Tender will be
received on 11.12.2000 up to 11.00 AM and will be opencd
i 4t 11.05 AM on the same day.

Israel to work with inquiry

panel on ME violence

JERUSALEM. Dec 4: Israel

| sald on Sunday it would work

with an international fact-finding
committee due to start investigat-
ing this month the wave of deadly

[sraehi-Palestinian violence ‘over

the past nine weeks, reports AFP.

"Israel will cooperate fully with
the committee,” Gilad Sher, chief
of staff of Prime Minister Ehud
Barak's cabinet. told public radio.

But Sher added: "We hope that
before its arrival, the commiitiee's
mangdate is clearly defined.”

The statement showed Israel
was dropping the governments
earlier objections to the panel,
although one official said there
was still resistance from the

justice minister and the cabinet's
legal adviser.

Israeli Foreign Minister

Shlomo Ben-Ami said alter the

declaration: "Israel sees Lhe
panel's action positively and will
help it with its work."

Israell state radio said 'Barak
and Ben-Ami would hold a work-
ing meeting on the topic later.

Palestinian officials have said
the [ive-member commitlee,
headed by former US senator
George Mitchell, was expected in
the region on December 11,
almost two months after the
Sharm el-Sheikh summit in
Egypt in October decided to set it
up.

The committee aims to estab-
lish the reasons for the Israeli-
Palestinian unrest, which has
claimed the lives of more than

LY

Wahid to

fromJakartia.

Wahid is also scheduled to hand over a humanitarian ald package
worth 100 billion rupiah (10.5 million dollars) for the region during
the planned visit to the provincial capital of Banda Aceh. Puteh said.

Mayor shot dead in Philippines:

A town mayor, his police escort and his driver were shot dead Mon-
day in an ambush in Bulacan province just outside the Philippine
capital, a police spokesman said, AFP reports from Manila.

Esteban Paulino, mayor of Dona Remedios Trinidad town. his I
police escort and a driver were travelling In a van through the neigh-
bouring town of Angat when unidentified men in a minibus fired on
them, killing the three, Senior Superintendent Nicanor Bartolome
said. The motive for the killing and the identities of the gunmen
remained unknown, Bartolome added.

Four killed in UK air crash: rou

people, including a 10-year-old girl and her father, were found dead
Sunday after a small tourist plane crashed near reading, west of
London, according to police, AFP reports from England.

The Piper Arrow plane crashed at around 3:00 pm (1500 GMT)
just minutes after taking off from Thurxton in Hampshire with four
people aboard for a short tourism flight. According to witnesses, the
plane fell apart in mid-air before plunging into woodland, some
hundreds of metres (vards) froma group of cottages.

ViSit Aceh: Indonesian President

Abdurrahman Wahid will visit the rebellious province of Aceh on
December 15 to inaugurate the imposition of Islamic sharia law
there, Aceh Governor Abdullah Puteh said Monday, AFP reports

Dated: 23.11.2000
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300 people since late September.
and ways Lo solve it.

Israel had said last month it
was opposed to the committee
starting its work in the region
until the violence dies down.

Sher said Sunday the "violence
has diminished in intensity, but
not enough for peace negotiations
on the key issues toresume.”

Besides Mitchell -- previously a
mediator in the Northern Ireland
peace process -- the commis-
sion's members include former
Turkish president Suleyman
Demirel, Javier Solana. the Euro-
pean Union's foreign alfairs rep-
resentative, Norwegian diplomat
Thorbjorn Jagland and Warren
Rudman, another former US
senator.

Hilario Davide, presiding offlcer
in the trial, ruled summons for
presidential assistant Anton
Prieto as well as former Philip-
pines police chiel Roberto
Lastimoso may be issued for their
appearance on the day stated by
the prosecutors.

Prosecutors want the two to
give evidence on Thursday on the
bribes Estrada Is accused ol
recelving from bosses ol illegal
gambling rackets.

Davide also ordered Yolanda
Ricaforte, wile of a senior olficial
at the tourism department, to

- take the stand on Thursday:

Prosecutors charge she deliv-
ered about four.million dollars in
bribes to a presidential charity.

But Davide denied
authorisation for prosecutors to
photograph and videotape the
interiors of the president's private

home. three suburban Manila
houses and a resort villa.
Prosecutor Sergio Apostol

argued the "appearance and
layout” of these houses were
material to allegations by prose-
cution witnesses that couriers of
gambling bosses delivered bribes
to Estrada at these addresses.

Grandchildren of Stalin,
Churchill and Roosevelt

10 meet

LONDON, Dec 4: The grand-
children of wartime leaders
Winston Churchill, Franklin
Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin are
set to meet for the first time, The

Times reported loday, reports
AFP.
Winston Churchill, Curtis

Roosevelt and Yevgeni
Djugashvili will attend a sympo-
sium in Maastricht, the Nether-
lands, in April to discuss the far-
reaching consequences of the
famous 1945 meecting in Yalta
where their grandfathers decided
Europe's post-war fate, according
to the paper.

The meeting at a hotel in the
northern Dutch town ol
Noordweg will be the first time
that Djugashvili, the son of Sta-
lin's eldest son Yacov, travels
outside the former Soviet Union,
TheTimes reported.

Stalin’s grandson, a retired
history prolessor, has been the
leader of the Stalinist Party of the

in April

USSR in Georgia for ten yedrs. He
told the daily that he was ready
to defend the honour of his grand-
father and rebut any criticism of
the Soviet leader's behaviour at
Yalta.

Djugashvili told the paper: "I
graduated from an academy,
produced a doctoral thesis, am a
professional historian and know
a lot about the issues.”

"As for them, they know lar
less”.

Curtls Roosevell, a lormer
head of the section at the United
Nations secretariat dealing with
non-governmental organisations,
has been involved in conferences
recalling the 12-year presidency
of his grandfather Franklin D.
Roosevell.

Winston Churchill, a former
MP, kept a huge collection ol his
grandfather's privale papers,
which were recently bought for
the nation with national lottery
money, according to The Times.

Astronauts fix giant solar

wings on space station

- HOUSTON, Dec 4: The crew of the space shuttle
Endeavour on Sunday successfully attached (wo

giant solar panels (o the Interna-
tional Space Station., giving the
station the power It will need to run
future laboratories, the US space
agency NASA announced, reports
AFP.

Canadlan astronaut Marc
Garneaun used the shuttle's robotic
arm o maneuver each 74-metre
(240-foot) panel Into place as
astronauts Joe Tanner and Carlos
Noriega, lNloating free In Earth's

orbit, lixed them into place during

a4 6.5-hour space walk.

You have execuled a perfect
berthing,” NASA ground control's
James Hartsflield told them.

The first set of 600-million-
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A view from the US space shut-
tle Endeavour shows the right
solar array deployed on the
International Space Station,

dollar panels will power the station and Its future

space laboratories, providing enough electricity
through their 66,000 photovoltaie cells to run 15
homes on Earth, NASA olliclals have sald.

The 17-1on panels are being installed with an cye

on the future, as the current three-vessel space
station campus can rely on the 10 kilowatts of power

generaled by minit solar panels
already in place,

The space laboratory Destiny,
scheduled for arrival in January,
will be powered by the new panels,
as will the United vessel, dark
since the November arrival ol
"Expedition One” statlon residents
Willlam Shepherd, Yurl Guidzenko
and Sergel Krikaliov.

Endeavour mission director Bill
Reeves said the current five-man
crew, which Includes commander
Brent Jett and pilot Michael
Bloomfleld, as well as Garneau,
Noriega and Tanner is "one of the
l'im}-:«l crews | have been training
with."”

For transport and easy Installation, the panels
were bundled Into 4.5-metre (15-1ool) boxes., Once
they automatically unfold, they will extend to the
length of the wingspan ol a Boeing 747.

'voter intimidation, voter eligibility discrepancies

Foreign powers trying

monthly meeting here Friday "what, if any, action to
take in response Lo the suil

to divide

Malaysian Muslims: Mahathir

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 4: Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad has
accused foreign powers that
support Malaysia's opposition of
trying to divide the countrys
mafority Muslim’' population,
reports AP.

"We know these outsiders have
no kind intentions toward us,
Mahathir said while breaking fast
with supporters late Sunday
during Ramadan, the holiest
month in the Muslim caiendar.

"They let the Palestinians be
killed and took no action even
when asked to. These people who
refused to help the Palestinians
are suddenly coming to the aid ol
the people in our country,
Mahathir was quoted as saying
by the national news agency,
Bernama.

Mahathir did not name the
foreign powers, but claimed they
were using opposition parties in
the Southeast Asian nation (o
hold street protests and divide

Pulitzer Prize
winner Brooks

dead

CHICAGO, Dec 4: Gwendolvn |
Brooks. who won a Pulitzer Prize |

for writing candid and compas-

sionate poetry thal delved Into |
poverty, racism and drugs among |

black people, has died. She was
83, reports AP.

Family friend Leron Bennett
sald Brooks died alter a short
illness. Rayner AA & Sons funeral
home confirmed her dealh
Sunday night.

Brooks was world renowned
for promoting an understanding
of black culture through her

poetry while at the same time |
suggesting inclusiveness is the 1

key to harmony.

"l believe that we should all |

know each other, we human
carriers of so many pleasurable
differences,” she said in a recent
interview. “To nol

destroy.”

Brooks won the Pulitzer Prize |

in 1949 for her second book ol
poetry, "Annie Allen.” She wrote
hundreds of poems and mort
than 20 books and had becn
Hinois' poet laureate since 1908,

know is to |
doubt, to shrink from, sidestep or |

Muslim allegiances.

In recent weeks
officials have crilicized seven US
Congressmen who sponsored a
resolution sayving that Anwar
Ibrahim, a former deputy 'prime
minister and Mahathir opponent.
was wrongly convicted of sodomy
and corruption and sentenced to
15 years in prison.

Anwar claims he was the vic
tim of a conspiracy.

Sympathy for Anwar and disaf-
fection from the long rule by
Mahathir's United Malays
National Organization has driven
many Malay Muslims long the
bedrock of Mahathir's support to
vote for other parties in recenl
eleclions.

“The Muslims in this countny
are so disunited thal
isolated, detached and refuse to
speak to others,” Mahathir said

™
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"‘Muslims are so disunited that we
see no way of them coming back
together again.

Malavsian

BCIC International
Tender Notice

Muslim Malays comprise more
than half of Malavsia's 23 million
people. The rest are mostly ethnic
Chinese Buddhists and Chris-
tians and ethnic Indian Hindus

Mahathir, Malaysia's ‘leader
1. has often warned the”
people not to trust loreign pow-
ers that Western
nations are out to recolonize the
countn gained independ-

ence from Britain in 1957,

SICE 1 9¢
INSISUINE
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But his political rivals say they
must seek oulside help. claiming

that Mahathir reluses to lolerate
democratic reforms. Several
opposition officials bave traveled
abroad repeatedly (o criticize

Mahathir
."';I I'War.

for his treatment of

Mahathir fired Anwar from the
Cabinet in September 1998.
sparking unprecedented anti-
government sentiment that roiled
the capital with for
months
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BCIC-1068-26/11/2000
DFP-29038-29/11
G-2115

Fhe Managing Director. Chittagong Chemical Complex.
Barabkund. Chittagong invites scaled quotation for supply ol
Maenafloc-611(Sodium Polyacrvlate) against Tender INO.
| C&l
basis under any suitable source of Fund.

Tender schedule will be available (@ TK. 300/~
from (i) BCIC Head Office. 30-31. Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka (11)
BCIC Br. Office. 6. Agrabad C/A. Chittagong & (i) CCC,
Barabkund. Chittagong. Tender alongwith 1%
of the total -,|nnlui value will be received in the box Kept in
C hicl
Barabkund. Chittagong & Senior General Manager, BCIC
\erabad C/A. Chittagong
02.30 pm & will be opened at both the place immediately
thercafter simultancously. No tender schedule will be sold on
the opening date & tender reccived atter presceribed ime &
date will not be J\fk'L'PILLl. “dﬂ.l;_‘ﬂlltﬂl rescrves the rlgh! 1O
any or all tenders without assigning any rcason.

If the bidders fails to drop tender on the prescribed date &
time due to unavoidable circumstances such as hartal/strike
c¢te. at the tendering arca the same may however can drop on

Addl. Chief Manager (Commercial)

(C) Chittagong liner (erms

pcr Sl

carnest money

Manager (Com) NG

on 02.01.2001 at

Md. Matiur Rahman

For Managing Director.
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Directorate General Defence Purchas

Ministry of Defence

New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Re-Tender Notice

| Sealed tenders gre invited from bonatide Manutacturers/Dealens/Suppliers/ Indentors (only enhisted
v lor Bangladesh Army usce:

r._.__..—

Sl Nomenclature Date of Sclling } Date ol l Currency Tender No
|  Opening |
| From o ‘ l -
01, Tork Lilt Truck  17-12-2000 13-1-2001 15-1-2001 Local 214/631/P-10
O3 Ton (Oty-0)2) .
B i I Ly ¥ e

b

The tender schedule with detanl specitications, lerms and ¢con

Fﬂ per 17T selling rate (not refundable) in respective s Hing date dunng othce

ditions will be available on pavment as

hour (Trom OSIXY hours 1O

1300 hours). The tender has to be dropped ar the Tatest TOOO hours and opened at HKS hours on the
above mentioned opening dates in front of all tenderers (those whao are present al that time ). |
ISPR/Misc/2000/974
DEP-20065-20911
£i- 2010

Major
faor Dhrector L weneral




