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A Modern Monarch

ORN in 1927 in Cam-
bridge. Massachusetts. the
United States of America.

where his father. Prince Mahi-
dol. was studving medicine, the
voung King had lived mostly in
Switzerland with his mother,
sister and elder brother. The
family had moved there after
Prince Mahidol's death and,
except for the 1938 wvisit. had
been cut off from their home-
land by the Second World War.
He had a relatively normal
vouth. displaying notable tal-
ents in both music and engi-
neering. and becoming fluent in
three European languages as
well as being at ease in different
cultures. When he suddenly
tound himself the ninth Chakri
ruler, he returned to complete
his education, changing from
science to political science and
law in recognition of his new
role. In his Oath of Accession
to the Throne. King Bhumibol
Adulyvadej pledged to “reign with
righteousness for the benefits
and happiness of the Siamese
people”. But what sort of reign
would it be? After fifteen vears
of tumultuous change. during
most of which the monarch had
been merely a name to most
Thais. was there still a place for

monarchv? If so. what form
wotllld it take?

Any doubts about accep-
lance ol the monarchy were

quickly dispelled. Vast crowds
in Bangkok had already shown
their enthusiasm during the
ceremonies  that accowpanied
the royal wedding and the coro-
nation, which members ol the
younger generation were  wit-
nessing for the first time

In 1955. the King and Queen
Imade a pioneering trip to the
unpoverished northeast. then a
remote region that had never
seen a ruling monarch in per-
son but that witli some
reason. felt itself to be neglected
by the central government. For
22 arduous davs. the roval
couple toured the region. visit-
ing villages as well as cities,
talking to ordinary people as
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well as monks and local offi-
cials. The response was over-
whelming. Hundreds of thou-

sands of people. some of whom
walked for days from isolated
hamlets, turned out for even a
fleeting glimpse of their King
The warmth of their greeting
was unmistakable: so. too. was
the extent of their needs as
revealed in the conversations
His Maijesty had with those he

net
This decision to bring the
monarchv into direct contact

with the provincial population
was perhaps the most impor-
tant of all those taken by His
Majesty. Todav he and mem-

bers of the Roval Family spend
several months of the vear in
one or another of the roval resi-
dences  that have been built
outside ol Bangkok ~ at Cluang
Mai i the far north, Sakon
Nakhon in the northeast. Hua
Hin on the Gulf of Thailand
and Narathiwat in the south
From these, defying discomforts
and inconveniences, His Maj-
esty has visited every province
in the country. going to cven
the most remote villages by
helicopter. jeep. train, boat, or.
on occasion. on foot, to ascer-
tain for himself local conditions.
In the process, he has become
the most travelled monarch in
Thai history, as well as the best
informed about a wide range of
rural problems and difficulties.

Often assisted by other
members of the Roval Family -
Her Majesty the Queen, His
Roval Highness Crown Prince
Maha Vajiralongkorn, and their
Roval Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn and Princess
Chulabhorn - the King takes
copious notes on these (trips
and later initiates steps to pro-
vide assistance, working
through the appropriate goy-
ernment agencies or sometimes
using his own funds in the
early stages.

He has established the Chai
Pattana Foundation to provide
initial or emergency financial
support for subsequent devel-
opment projects. A directive is
never simply issued: the impe-
tus, comes from the local popu-
lation. whio must agree witli the
proposal and be able to cooper-
ate on its implementation. Over
2.000 “rovally-suggested™ proj-
ects have been started in tlus
way. Some are basic, like irri-
gation and water-conservation
schemes in the arid northeast
or drainage and land-
reclamation in the south, which
faces the problem of floods. In
others. umaginative solutions
have been applied. His Majesty
was the guiding force behind an
artificial rain-making project
which started in the late 1950s
and took over ten vears lor ex-
periment and development so
that the first field operation
began in 1969 at Khao Yai Na-
tional Park in Nakhon Ratcha-
sima province. Thereafter the
successful methods were re-
peated countless of times
throughout the vears all over
the Kingdom, whenever condi-

tions were suitable. Neigl-
bouring countries have also
called on Thai teams to give

assistance in times of drought
Another early endeavour was
His Majesty's Hilliribe Devel-
opment Project in the north,
now knowmn as the Roval Project
and encompassing lowland

arcas as well. Migratory tribal
peoples living in the mountain-
ous region that forms Thai-
land's borders with Laos and
Mvanmar had *become an in-
creasing problem to the gov-
ernment, partly due to their
destructive slash-and-burn
technique ol clearing land. as
well as o the traditonal culti-
vation of opinn poppy. Under
His Majestyv's project, as wide
variety ol new crops have been
introduced to replace opium
grown by these hilltribes, and
educational and medical facili-
ties have been. located at their
permanent settlements. Inter-
national recognition of the
Royal Project’s eflectiveness has
come in many forms, including
linancial grants and expert as-
sistance by several foreign gov-

ernments. in 1988, it was se-
lected tor the Ramon Mug-
savsay Award in the area of

international understanding. In
short, it may be said that.
through the Hilltribe Develop-
ment Project, His Majesty has
given the tribal people a “sense
ol belonging™ to Thai society,
and, in effect, prevented them
from falling prey to commununist
intluence, which would have
cost the government vast sums
of money for security expenses
and might have entailed the
loss of many more lives. As it
was. scarce resources could be
channeled for the development
of the country's economic infra-
structure
Besides
beneflits to
activities

bringing , . obvious
the country, such
have vielded other
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His lajz-;t} King Bhumibol Adulyadej

results, less tangible but no
less important. They have made
the monarchy a potent inoral
lorce in Thai society and rein-
lprced His - Majesty's paternal
unage thatiinspires hotli respeci
and deep affection,

sadors present their credentials
to His Majesty, and he grants
audiences to foreign heads of
state. diplomats and officials ol
mternational organizations,, As
Hlead of State. he ‘convenes 'the
National Assembly at the be-
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His

Majesty King Bhuamibol
Adulyacdey's 73rd Birtheay An-
niversary which falls on Decem-
ber 5th is a source of joy and
happiness for all Thais living in
the Kingdom as well as abroad.
marny of whom owe their im-
proved livelihood and well-being
to the Monarch's generosily and
ingenuity as manifested in marny
Royal initiated development
projects such as rain-making
project. aqriculiural self-
sufficiency, environmental corn-
servalion, floodd prevention
measures. and proper land utili-
Zation, Lo name a [ew

This auspicious occasion
marking His Majesty's Birthelay
Anniversary also affords me the
opporturtity to highlight some
salient features of the Thai-
Bangladesh relations, which, in
just a short span of time. has
taken a quarntum leap in all
fronts. It is a source of gralifica-
tion to witness further expansion
and deepening of bilateral coop-
eralion in many areas pasecl orn
the commonality of our interest
ancd complementary nature  of
our oo econonties, In 1999, the
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tracdle value between our 00
countries reqgistered an increase
o/ 40.6% over the previous year.
Diutring the first half of 2000. the
value of trade reqistered an
increase of about 90% compared
to the same period last year. The
phenomenal surge in bilateral
trade volume coupled with the
strong business presence of Thai
entrepreneurs in Bangladesh in
the areas of aqro-industry. en-
erqy. construction, designing
arnd manufacturing bear a tesii-
mony o aclive interactions be-
[een our (o business conminmiii-
nities which are instrumental in
bringing our econontic and con-
mercial relations (o new helghts.

Furthermore. the visils by
high-ranking Bangladesh offi-
cials to Thailland this year have
resulted in broadening and
ceepening of our bilateral ties
which will yield mutual benefits.
The participation of HE Dr Su-
pachai  Pantichpakdi., Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Commerce of Thatland, in the
International Chamber of Coni-
merce, Asla Corjerence i
Dhaka in November last has
(Hen further impetus’ in
sireiching the threshold of our
tracle and economic relations.
These visits have been supple-
mented by numerous efforis of
the Royal Thai Embassy in in-
enstfying  cooperation in eco-
nomie, trade and cultural flelds.
Some of the notable activities
undertaken by the Royal Thatl
Embassy were “Thal Food Festi-
val”, Thai participation in Dhaka
International Trade Fair 2000,
anc “Thai Fabric and Fashion
Show 2000."

As we enter the new millen-
ium. global economies exposes a
wide range of opporiunities as
ell as threats. The world cle-
pvelopment  requires our (o

Corrires 1o Shieire a  comniof
pision anc strateqi) to
handle a range of key political,
economic and social issues. It is
therefore imperative that Thai-
Bangladesh cooperation within
the context of WTO and sub-
reqional level should be
strengthened to achieve desirec
resull.

It is gratifying to note that, on
the sub-regional level, Bangla-
desh and Thailand have been
activelyy (nvolved in promoling
economic and trade relations
under the framework of BIMST-
EC. It s also significant to note
that business leaders, accacdenii-
clans and representatives of the
mass media of BIMST-EC mem-
bers counlries recoqgnize the
potential of this sub-reqional
grouping and are being enqaqged
i their respective [ields o
ranslate  BIMST-EC  proqram
anc sectoral economic coopera-
tion into concrete benefits.

O Ieor

I [irmly believe that, from this
new plateau of Thai-Bangladesh
relationships. immense opporiu-
nities abound and mary more
courses towards greater mulial
benefit can be charted, Towuarels
this end, our Lo countries can
draw upon a large reservoir of
qoodwill and strong bonds of
corclial [rtendship existing he-
tween our two peoples. Such
cordial  [riendship and close
cooperation will  undoublecdly
propel  the Thai-Banglaclesh
relationship into this new mil-
lenium where brighter prospects,
gqreater opportunities, ane niu-
tually benelicial partnership are
to be reaped,

Pithaya Pookaman
Ambassador of Thailand
Lo Bangladesh

to the King for advice that eased
tensions and prevented more
bloodshed. He provided equally
wise counsel during Thailand's
struggle against the communist

insurgency, suggesting solu-
tions aimed at relieving rural
poverty and inspiring contfi-

dence in the government's coi-
structive efforts. In May of
1992, violence once again broke
out between pro-democracy
civilians and military ftroops:
television aundiences around the
world viewed the scene when
leaders of both factions were
granted an audience by the
King. whose advice ended the
confrontation. It can be said
that. following the end of the
conflict in Indochina, Thailand
clidd not become the next “don-
ino” to fall to communisin. as
had been expected by some
quarters in the Western world.

Ihis was due. to a great extent,
to His Majesty's leadership and
wisdom. More recently, he has
advised on ways to solve Bang-
kok's seemingly endemic prob-
lems of traffic congestion and
llooding, olten golng out per-
sonally to inspect Ih:* affected
areas,

In addition His Majesty pre-
sides over a large number of
other functions. manyv ol them
deeply rooted in Thai tradition.
Three thmes a vear, at the he-

glnning ol each season. he ritu-
ally changes the robes of the
sacred Emerald Buddha
Moreover, as a devout Bud-
dhist, he participates in numer-
ous merit-making ceremonies
al temples all over the conntry.
He (s regarded, however, as the
Upholder of All Religions. and
as such has actively promoted
better understanding betweern
the Thal Buddhists and the
ofther religious groups, such as
the Muslims in the southern
most provinees. All new ambas-
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During a student-led upris- ginning ol each new session,
ing in 1973, both sides turned and every draft law is submitted

to him for his signature before
promulgation.

Early in his reign he began
attending graduation ceremo-
nies, personally handing oul
degrees to the graduates of Thai
universities as well as to those
of military academies. The re-
cent growth in the number ol
such institutions has made {t

necessary to delegate this re-,

sponsibility to other members of
the Roval Family in some cases,
but His Majesty still presides
over the ceremonies at the older

ones., such as Chulalongkorn
and Thanunasat LUniversities,

even though they extend over
several days

In the past two decades, His
Majesty has tended to devote
himsell exclusively to his devel-
opmental projects and the per-
formance ol his other duties in
Thailand. In earlier years, how-
ever. he paid State Visits to
more than 30 countries and
met nearly all the leaders of the
contemporary world. He also
cntertains  visiting  monarchs
and heads of state when they
visit Thailand and thus main-
tainns a broad knowledge of cur-
rent International affairs,

n June of 1988, King Bhu-
mibol Adulyvadej became the
longest-reigning monarch  in
[hat history, surpassing in that
month the 42-yvea reign of his
srandfather. King Chulalong-
turn. In 1996, His Majesty
celebrated his Golden Jubllee,
an even more notable landmark
that makes him the longest-
reigning manarch In  today's
world, For the past half cen-
tury, because of His Majesty's
dedicated hard work, foresight,
and wisdom, Thailand has
achieved muach in teris ol eco-
nomic  growth, general well-
being of the people, and sccu-
rity for the nation.

_December 5, 2000

The Great Kin_g_of &

hailand

This year, 2000. 15 an auspicious occasion tor Thar people as it narks e 73nd Birthday Amniver-
sdry of Hlis Magesty Ko Biviniibol Aduilyadey, the longest-reigimse monarch in the world.

FRING the past half cen-
tary the world has wit-
nessed tremendons

changes in seience. technology,

cconomics, society and envi-
ronment. Thalland f{tself has
gone through unprecedented

changes to its way of life. both
good and bad. Throughout this
turbulent period, the Thai peo-
ple have had one person in
whom thev were able to place
their trust, love and respect
His  Majesty  King  Bhumibol
Adulyadej. the preat sovereign
ol the Thai nation

Not onlv has he weathered
the changes alongside his sub-
jects during the past fifty-four
vears. but His Majesty the King
has also brought prosperity to
the country and happiness to
the people. no matter where
they live or how they earn their
living. ;

Thailand is indeed fortunate
that its reigning monarch is
lally  committed to developing
his country. with the aim of
improving the people’'s liveli-
hood and well-being. His Maij-
eSSty s not required by tradition
nor by law 1o take such a heavv
burden upon himsell. He con-
siders it his duty to the nation.

In April 1959, Their Majes-
ties the King and Queen began
making private visits to the
people  in areas around the
Summer Palace in Prachuab
Khiri Khan Province. south-
west of Bangkok. while in resi-
dence during the hot season,
Shocked by the hard condition
thev saw. Their Majesties de-
cided o help.. True to ther
characters as real development
workers and leaders, innuuner-
able roval projects were initi-
ated 1o provide solutions 1o
long-running problems in all
parts of the country. The proc-
css has been accelerated with
the establishment of royal resi-
dences in the north. north-east
and the south. which became
the private headquaters for
development projects closely
supervised by Their Majesties
themselves. Each yvear The King
and Queen spend up to eight
months in the provinces to fol-
low up their projects.

From his continuous visits
to all areas of the country 1 the

vears that followeed His Majesty
realized that the deternioraton of
natural resources has become
a4 national problenm. He recog-
nized the urgent need to solve
the grave problems faced by
larmers of soll degradation and
the shortage of agricultural
land. which he proposed to do
through two main methods -
water and soll conservation.
and  Jand redistribution and
reform. endeavoring to create
models for farmers to follow. so
that they can (mplement each
project by themselves,

I over  2.000°  ravally-
intated projects, 1.9 per cent
mvolve water resources devel
opment. This rellects His Maj-
esty's recognition of the impor-
tance of water to the Thail peo-
ple as highlighted in his royal
speech delivered in 1986

“...Most  importantly. we
must have water to drink. use
and cultivate. because life is
here. If there is water, we can
survive. If there is no electricity.
we can survive. But if there is
electricity and no water, we
cannot survive....".

The Kings greal ingenuity
and perception has created
such worthy programs as the
Royal Rain-making Project,
seeding rain clouds to ease
dronght and increase water in
the river basins for electricity
generation and agriculture, the
"New Theory™ on land manage-
ment and development of small
water sources as integrated and
lull-cycle agriculture projects:
and the Chai Pattana Aerator
lor waste water treatineut; pat-
ented under His Majesty the
Kings name in Thailand and
imternationally, the first such
invention by a monarch.

In his endeavours, the King
made clear to all concerned that
his ultiinate aim in agricultaral
development is farmers self-
sufficiency in food items. such
as rice, vegetables. fruits, and
livestock. diversification of in-
come sources, so that farmers
are not reliant on cash crops
alone. On the other hand. natu-
ral  resources and environ-
mental conservation has to be
conducted at the same time.
The principles of self-reliance.
nnention and economical living

are  personal tralts that His
Majesty the king has inherited
from his beloved mother., Her
Roval Highness the late Prin-
cess Mother.

His Majesty encourages the
reduction of expenditure or
production costs in agriculture.
through the harnessing and full
utilization of natural resources.
He promotes the use of cows
and buffaloes in place of ma-
chinery. the use of crop rotation
systems for soil improvement.
the use of organic fertilizers and
natural substances in lmprov-
ing productivity as well as pest
and insect eradication. the pro-
duction of blogas, and the use
of natural products to eamn
extra income for the people,
Such an inventory is collectively
known as sustainable agrncul-
fure.

His Majesty's ideas in agri-
cultural development have been
implemented in earmest and on
a wide-scale, from rovally-
initiated projects. roval projects
and projects under the roval
patronage to project under the
jurisdiction of various minis-
iries and government agencies.
a1 recent times. rovally-
mitiated projects in the neigh-

bouring Lao Peoples Demo-
cratic Republic.
Over the past fiftv-four

vears, His Majesty the King has
dedicated himself to relieving
the hardship and poverty of the
nations farmers. Each and
cvervddy  has been a working
day for His Majesty. no matter
where he stavs, at Chitralada

Villa in. Bangkok or at the vagi-

ous provincial palaces. For him,
the main task has alwavs been
the happiness and well-beimng of
the people.

The date. December 5th. is
therefore considered the most
auspicious day on the calendar
of events in Thailand. being the
birthday of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej of the
Chakri Dynasty, the revered
and beloved monarch of the
Thai nation. All Thais are joined
together as one. Together, we
can show our gratitude for all
that His Majesty has done for
the country and the people.
Together, let us do good for our
Great King.

Long Live His Majesty King Bhumibol
On the Occasion of His Majesty King Bhumibol’s
/3rd Birthday Anniversary & National Day of
Thailand on 5th December, 2000
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