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‘Right to Cheat’

WE have brought down our college education to
such a farce that our students now demand
the right to cheat. Yes. unbelievable but t(rue,
among other ‘rights' a section of our students are
demanding the ‘right' to cheat. And, it is on being
refused to exercise such a ‘right’ that students of
Islamia College, Barisal, ransacked their examina-
tion centre which was located at the Government
Barisal College. It was the third day of Bachelor's
degree examination. On the first two days the ex-
aminees from the Islamia College tried (o copy
while writing their exam scripts. Being barred and,
In several cases. expelled, a section of Islamia Col-
lege examinees decided to start a riot demanding
that they should be allowed to copy from books
and notes in writing their answer scripts. These so-
called students ransacked the whole college
breaking almost all furniture, destroyed the scicnce
laboratory and roughed up several teachers and
invigilators who tried to restore some semblance of
discipline to the situation. For one whole hour the
mavhem continued and it took a battalion of extra
police to bring the situation under control.

More and more holding of SSC, HSC and degree
examinations look like preparing for some sort of a
small-scale battle. Huge presence of police, BDR
and even the army is becoming necessary just to
hold peaceful examinations. Why? Simply to pre-
vent wayward students from cheating. Saturday's
Barisal incident is not the first time that students
demonstrated for the ‘right to cheat’. It has hap-
pened before and the present government is trying
to prevent it. But the question is, what has hap-
pened to our education, our students, our teachers
and our schools and colleges that the situation
should come to such a pass? Why has our educa-
tion deteriorated so much that our students should
demonstrate for the ‘right to cheat’? How can we
show our face (o the world and how can we expect
them to respect our certificates? More importantly.
how can we develop our commerce and industry,
our science and technology. and our knowledge
base when the learners of today are learning
nothing?

The Barisal incident is a svmbol of a deeper rot.
We suggest that a serious national-level soul-
searching must be conducted by the educators to
rid our education of this most vile and dishonour-
able of malaise, which is corrupting the very soul of
our nation. A nation that cheats in education de-
prives itself of a future. That is how serious the
malaise is, and that is what the Barisal incident
points to.

Are Police Mere Bystanders?

N Friday, the police recovered decomposed

bodies of two voung men from a third-floor
apartment at East Rampura in the city. The hap-
less two, reportedly members of the so-called Seven
Star group. were Killed with firearms and sharp
weapons; and their bodies were left to rot inside
the apartment. On August 29, the police recovered
the decomposed bodies of Asif, a noted criminal,
and two of his associates Irom a Gopibagh apart-
ment. There are reasons._ta believe that the two in-
cidents are linked and could trigger off more kill-
ings in the underworld. Recent happenings in the
countryv's underworld render Mario Puzo's The God-

Jather bland in comparison. don't they? Above the

law of the land and bevond the reach of the faw
enforcers. a handful of criminals and their ‘godfa-

thers™ have created a sinister world of their own: a
world where murder begets murder, one more hor-
rific than the other.

While the criminals continued with their orgy of
Killing and getting killed, the custodians of law
have remained lﬂf%ﬁ'l}' apathetic. Investigations in
most cases end with the first information report or
FIR. Almost invariably, their intervention comes too
late, leaving their role confined to recovery of
corpses, ritualistic raids at some places, arrest of a
few individuals and often recovery of weapons and
ammunitions etc. Eventually, the cases close with-
out any conclusive action. The killers hardly get
arrested, prosecuted and punished. ;

Evidently, the police are not living up to the ex-
pectations of the law-abiding citizens. They are
routinely outwitted, outmanoeuvred and ~even
overwhelmed by criminal and terrorist groups
across the country. Criminal elements seemingly
command stronger networks, and possess more
sophisticated weapons and ammunitions than the
law enforcers do. The fact that our police force is
still stuck with three-not-threes of the Second
World War vintage bears a strong testimony in this
regard. Besides inadequate logistics, improper
training poses a major impediment to their overall
inefficiency. There have been tall talks of reforming
and modernising the police all right; however. on
the ground. not an inch of progress has been made
in that direction.

The people at the top must realise that law and
order situation has steadily declined over the vears
to the verge of sheer anarchy. The law enforcers
must be enhanced, both quantitatively and quali-
tatively, to combat the elements of the underworld.
More importantly, however, they should be allowed
to function without fear or favour.

Police Brutalitie

‘No person shall be sub-
Jected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman, or degrading pun-

ishment or treatment."--
Bangladesh Constitution,
Article 35(5)

ESPITE strict prohibition

of torture In any form In

the basic law of the coun-
try the law enforcers regularly
resort to Inhuman, undemocratic
and uncivilised practice of it on a
wide scale. This was revealed In a
survey conducted by the London-
based international human
rights watchdog body the
Amnesty International(Al) in
Dhaka the other day. The survey,
which was part of Al's global
campalgn against torture and
impunity, claimed that police
brutalities on arrested persons
and detainees had been and still
Is rampant since the independ-
enee unrlI Bangladesh .From Janu-
ary to September this year at least
49 people were killed due to tor-
ture in police custody. Even
women are also not spared. In a
number ol cases they are raped
and tortured while In custody by
the police personnel.

Al lurther claimed that political
parties appeared to be indifferent
to the cases of police atrocities on
the arrested and suspected per-
sons. They clamour and break
their silence only when their own
activists fell victim to the police
torture. On the other hand, they
do not conceal their apparent glee
when their political rivals are
victimised and tortured by the
police. In most cases the political
parties which successively held
power in the past and which is
holding power now encourage
and errcourage police actions on
their opponents and contenders
ol power. This equally applies to
Awami League, Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and Jaliya
Party though they apparently and
paradoxically claim to vouschafe
democratic values and recognise
human rights and dignity.

According to Al the most vul-
nerable group are those who do
not have any political connec-

What appears to be of utmost necessity is
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rulers and bring both to their senses and remind them of the norms of a democratic dispensation. It is time

that the civil society forms the required platform and spreads its network thro

breadth of the country,

ughout the length and

tions whatsoever and who have in
most cases nothing to do with the
charges brought against them
which, iInter alia, means those
who are not In a position Lo pro-
lest or seek justice and redress (o
the complaints of police brutali-
tles the poor hapless segment of
the soclety. The dichotomy in this
regard s that while in the opposi-
tion the political parties regularly
complain against police repres-

sion. But the moment they go to"

power they convenienty Ignore
such complaints and forget their
earlier pledges fo abolish the
practice. They rather opt for
police aection to repress their
political opponents. This has
been the tradition with the politl-
cal parties since Independence.
Al claimed that it wrote to various
political parties in Bangladesh to
Issue statements expressing thelr
unanimity against police torture
and impunity . But there was no
response [rom any political quar-
ter . BBC alleged that it tried to
seek comments on Al reports on
police highhandedness from the
Home Minislter but [failed to
obtain any despite its frantic
efforts. The Home Minister was
evasive and avoided talking to
BBC on the issue.

The police often pounce upon
opposition demonstrators, and
when journalists, particularly the
photo-journalists, try to take
snaps ol the police action, they in
their turn are roughed up and
assaulted by law enforcers in a
bid to prevent the publication of
the reports of these atrocities,
When there is protests against
police personnel allegedly indulg-
ing in various crimes like smug-
gling, extortion, bribe- taking and
conniving with criminal gangs,
the protesters are harassed on
various framed up charges.

Women delainees are subjected
to rape and other torture due to
the prevalence of a sense of impu-
nity among law enforcers. The Al
in Its survey presented a number
of case studies to prove how
brutal torjure by police Is perpe-
trated and practiced resulting
even in the death of the victims in
olxn daylight and that too in the
city of Dhaka , The Al also
described the types of torture
inflicted by the police on their
victims which smacks of sheer
sadism ranging from beating with
bamboo or wooden sticks to

last eleven months ( from Janu-
ary to November 2000) there were
as many as [ifteen thousand
allegations of brutalities, torture,
misuse of power and other trregu-
larities against the members of
police . The daily in a separate
story on the same day said probe
into the source of eighty police
officers possessing fabulous
amounts of two hundred crore
taka has started. The Transpar-
ency International Bangladesh
chapter In its recently published
survey sald police at the upazila
(sub-district) level are the most
corrupt ones and are found to be

electric shocks, hanging upside
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down from the roof and the hor-
rific water therapy, breaking
fingers, pulling out of nails and
such other brutalities. Interroga-
ton, particularly by what Is called
the Joint Interrogation Cell. in the
name of remand is a dreaded
word and the civil society in Ban-
Jadesh, time and again, urged
or doing away with the same in
the name of justice, fair play and
civility. Because remand In most
cases has been found to be tor-
ture and extortion of money and
realising the confession of the
suspected persons under duress
which is forbidden in the Bangla-
desh Constitution vide Article 35
(4) " No person accused of any
oflence shall be compelled to be a
wilness against himself",

The vernacular Dalily
Janakantha in its issue of
December 2, pave first lead treat-
ment (o the report that during the

very highhanded and rude in
nature. Redress against police
torture requires what is known as
sanctuons entalling cumbersome
bureaucratie process and it Is not
easy on the part of the ordinary
clizen to procure the same.
Besides, allegations against the
police are Investigated by their
own ranks . And the Bangla prov-
erb says ‘A crow does not eat the
flesh of another crow.’ Hence the
fate of these allegations can be
easlly imagined.

The police do not enjoy a
respectable Image in the soclety
and the Prime Minister herself on
the other day admitted that the
police should mend their ways so
as Lo earn the trust and confi-
dence of the people The
Amnesty International cited
various laws whose advantage
the police take to torture the
arrested and suspected persons

like 54 Cr PC and Special Powers
Act under which a person can be
arrested without any warrant.
During the BNP's time there was
the notorious anti-Terrorism Act
(it was, however a time-bound
one and no longer exist) and the
ruling party has enacted the
controversial Public Safety
Act(PSA) which Is reported 10 be
widely misused and applied
Indiscriminately against the
activists and leaders of the oppo-
sitlon political parties. The Exec-
utlve Summary of Al report on
Bangladesh has not mentioned
about PSA though It is now the
talk of the country.

The political parties blame
each other for the police brutali-
ties and while In the opposition
pledge to abolish the black laws .
But when they come to power
they jealously guard the same
and even go for enactng newer
laws to suppress their political
opponents. The Al mentions that
even after the signing of the Con-
vention against torture in 1998
brutal victimisation by the police
has not stopped. According to
newspaper reports lorture In
police custody has rather
Increased. During the long
period of military and quasli-
milltary rules In Bangladesh
corrosive torture was resorted to
by different uniformed Intelli-
gence agencles against persons
who pose to be threats to the
continuation of military dictator-
ship. This is quite understand-
able. Such a practice was also in
vogue during the colonial davs.
But how it is being still assidu-
ously practiced and tolerated
during civilian rule which eclaim
(o be democratic? Can torture
and democratic values go paral-
lel? This amply indicates that the
semi-colonial and semi-

S: The pglonial Mindset

autrocratic mindset of the polit|-

cal leaders has not undergone
any qualitative transformation
with the change of Lime and poliu-
cal environment In the coun

Using the police and
agencles es the aura of
mighty mfsrv :
psychology of most of
over. And the police, as s thejr
wonlt. Lake advantage of the sftua-
ton. Since the British colonial
days the police are dreaded and
the are more fearful to the general
public than the Royal Bengal tiger
(mark the sla proverb “Baghe
chule ataro ﬁa, police chhule
chhatrish gha” meaning if the
Uger catches you there develop
eighteen wounds. on your person
but if the police catch you there
develop as many as thirtysix
wounds and you are literally
finished). Since independence
there was much Lal‘lf about
reforming the police but there
was no such tangible and con-
crete inltiative from any govern-
menl till today. Al has suggested
a number of reformative mea-
sures such as Institution and
formation of an independent
human rights commission, the
scrapping of laws that provide
avenues for the perpetration of
forture, and training of police
personnel on torture-free interro-
gation.

But what appears {o be of
utmost necessity is the unity of
the civil society against police
torture and atrocities. Only the
clvil society drawn from various
strata can put up the required
rein on the police and the rulers
and bring both to their senses
and remind them of the norms of
a democratic dispensation. it is
time that the civil society forms
the required platform and

reads its network throughout

ie length and breadth of the
country, particularly at the
upazila level where the police
atrocities backed by ruling party
thugs and goons are most pre-
ponderant. In the final analysis
an active and vigilant civil society
is the best guarantee of democ-
racy and human rights.
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Master Plan or People's Plan: Just Whose Cit

HORRIBLE conlrontation
has been in progress
between the Delhi authori-

ties and workers of one lakh
iIndustrial units over their reloca-
tion. Even if the Supreme Court
relents, the tussle between zeal-
ols bent on “cleaning up" our
cities, and those defending liveli-
hoods won't end soon. The former
have bulldozers. The latter have a
strong will.

How the struggle is!resolved
will ;seal the [ate of urban India

=and its working people In Delhi,

several issues stand confused:
legality of the Master Plan and
industries which don't conform to
it; and the right to a clean envi-
ronment and right to life. The
authorities have cynically seized
upon the confusion to shift
97,600 "non-conforming” indus-
trial units. They claim they are
bound by a 1997 Supreme Court
order.

But the Court's order was
about polluting industries, not
"‘non-conforming” ones. The
polluting factories are only 14 per
cent of the total.

The confusion seems deliber-
ate. No official can possibly
equate 1,343 hazardous indus-
tries like chemicals or explosives

with the 97,411 "non-
conforming” factories making
garments, etc. Mischief and

deception are central to "confu-
sion”. As Is hypocrisy. Consider
this:

* The authorities themselves.
licenced factories or "regularised”
illegal units in residential areas.
But now, they have become
defenders of the law ready to
condemn 20 lakh workers to
starvation.

* Delhi’'s Master Plans have
always been treated disdainfully.
The 1981-2000 Plan was
bypassed for the Asian Games.
The 1961-81 Plan was repeatedly
violated by Mr Jagmohan, then a
municipal officer. But he now
claims the Plan is sacrosanct!

*The current Plan was violated
58 times till 1998. Since then,
‘non-conforming” rich colonies
e.¢. Sainik Farms) have been
regularised”, and permission
granted for 35 flyovers and 11
five-star hotels.

* Clearly, the Plan has a repug-
nant class bias. Even the

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

The future of cities requires a vision and not sudden eruptions of punitive administrative measures. The

critical issue is planning in partnership with the community. But our imperious rulers have no intention of

involving the people in determining their fate.
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Delhi (Old city) street scene: Whose city?

Supreme Court thundered
against "hooligans”. In reality,
these "hooligans" are workers
earning sub-minimum wages.
The judges’ attitude to the work-
ers was patronising. They called
them mere "migrants” who
wouldn't "mind" being shifted 50
km away. But three-fourths of
Delhi's people are "migrants'.
Would the Court want to shift
them?

* The Court made an invidious
distinction between the people's
health and livelihoods. On
November 21, it said health is
more important than livelihoods.
But it is wrong to counterpose the
two. We must both defend liveli-
hoods and discourage pollution.

The two "people” are not the
same. The health "rights" pertain
to ‘residents"--the propertied
middle class. The livelihood-
affected are the poor--60 per cent
ol the population. However, It is
unethical and undemocratic (o
put the elite's health before the
people’s survival.

It is nobody's argument that
lactories should be located in
residential colonies, violating
zoning regulations. But the
authorities themselves don't
respect such regulations. They
permil [actories and private

hospitals (which generate haz-
ardous waste) to come up inside
housing colonies.

Surely, the solution lies in
gradually shifting all non-
conforming units to alternative
sites with roads, water, transport,
schools, and above all, housing.

The only "alternative" identi-
fied for the 1.2 lakh "non-
conforming” factories is way-out
Bawana. But it can only accom-
modate 15,000 units. Today, it is
a rocky unlevelled plot without
walter. Therefore the fate of the 20
lakh workers will be the same as
that of the 50,000 who lost their
jobs in 1996 when 186 polluting
industries were closed.

The fate was highlighted when
Sarvesh Chand, a destitute
worker, immolated himself on
May Day, 1997. Nobody who lost
his job was compensated. And the
faclory owners sold their lands for
a [ortune!

However, officials like Mr
Jagmohan see the urban poor
and "their" bustees as a "plague”.
The Master Plan's architects too
describe bustees as "plague
spots... concentrated areas of
Insanitation, crime and vice...."

Surely, nobody wants to live in
a slum. People are forced to--by
poverty, property laws and state

true spirit of the liberation war
and national identity. Their burn-

Irfan Rajas!

Sir, The patriotic people as weli

as Lthe Government of Bangladesh
had shown enough patience while
dealing with the Pakistani Deputy
High Commissioner Irfan Raja.
He deserved (o be expelled sum-
marily from Bangladesh for
undermining the country and its
war of independence. By recalling
Irfan Raja, Pakistan has margin-
ally extricated itself from a diplo-
maltlc debacle in its relation with
Bangladesh.

Those of us who had partici-
pated and supported the war of
liberation In 1971 understand
fully the mental make-up and
barrier of the Pakistanis: and
they would not find it difficult to
recognise Irfan Raja who Is a true
replica of 71's Pakistani. There
are no dearth of such Irfan Rajas
both In Pakistan and Bangla-
desh.

Last week for the first Lime the
new generation of Bangladesh
had a taslte of a Pakistani devil in
the guise of Irfan Raja. Their
spontaneous reaction and protest
In the streets of Dhaka and else-
where demanding Immediate
expulsion of Irfan Rafa reflect the

Ing of the Pakistan's national flag
in the streets s a bold warning to
those Bangladeshi Irfans and
Rajakars who still dream of the
God florsaken dead Pakistan.
*In the name of freedom and fun-
damental rights those who write
and print the parody of national
anthem or raise the Pakistani Nag
on its national day, and thereaf-
ter, lake shelter in the chambers
ol their lawyers inside the build-
ings of the highest court of the
country shall be tried on the soll
of Bangladesh. For Irfan Raja.
there Is Pakistan but for the
Bangladeshl Irfan Rajas and
Rajakars, there is no shelter.

Let us remind all that Bangladesh
was not born out of a judgement
of any high court or supreme
court or by adopting a resolution.
The valiant people of Bangladesh
earned their Independence at the
expense ol a sea of blood and
sacrifice of our mothers and
daughters. | strongly feel, if we
understand the perception of the
war of liberation and truly respect
the martyrs of the war of libera-
tion, none of us shall promote the

Irfan Raja type indulgence In
Bangladesh in any form. May God
help us fight the Irfan Rajas
Inside and outside Bangldesh,

Dr. A K.M.A. Quacler
Professor of Chemical Engineering
BUET, Dhaka- 1000
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Sir, I don't think we are at all
over-reacting to the statement
made by the so-called ‘errant’
(hardly errant In my view) diplo-
mat, Irfan-ur-Raja. Pakistan
should wake up from its slumber,
and acknowledge its dreadful
past. 1971 is a reality. Why
should we then sweep It under
the carpet?

It 1s the responsibility of every
one o keep the memory of our
liberation war alive, and thereby
stop such brutality from ever
happening again. The Jews kept
reminding the world about thelr
plight in the holocaust from 1945
onwards. That was 26 vyears
before the creation of Bangla-
desh,

The Pakistan army mercllessly

massacred thousands of helpless
civillans in 1971. They raped
scores of our women. And now
we're being told to forget the past
and move on! This s outrageous.
The sheer fact that history
repeats itself should serve as an
example for why we must spread
the message even more vigor-
ously. Let the world know the
plight of the Bengallis in 1971.
Furthermore, (he Pakistanis
need to acknowledge the fact.

I would like to point out that this
doesn’t have so much to do with
upholding our national pride (we
already are a proud nation), as it
does with fulfilling our duties as
responsible human beings, who
want the world to be a safe place
to live in. None of us wants (o see
another 3 million people being
mercllessly butchered for no
apparent reason. If Pakistan
apologises, which it should do, it
will then reveal as an under-
standing on their part that It was
wrong to commit such a helnous
crime.

Shubha Rahman Khan
LSE, London, UK

Hate campaign will

rebound

Sir, Is Bangladeshi politics
passing through a killer phase?
At the moment, there is a hate
campaign In the political arena
and the politicians cannol escape
some of the responsibility for this
lype of mindset. This negative
political virus has penetrated into
many spheres of the society, and
people are living In fear and
uncertainty. This is not good
publicity for capturing votes
during the coming polls.

It looks like the tide of politics
Is going to change soon for the
better, once the garbage is
cleared, and operation clean-up
Is mounted by the soclety (not the
politicians).

The political greenhouse elfect
Is In operation right now, not only
in Dhaka, but also in other spots
on the globe. Politics Is global in
the global village, and there is no
point In pointing fingers at oth-
ers. There are no 'others'; it is all
In the family of a distorted civili-
sation.

A Mawaz
Dhaka

failure to provide amenities. A
slum is a settlement without a
minimum infrastructure, which
is lllegalised then and further
exploited.

Slums are the logical product
of highly dualistic growth, in
which the poor lack entitlement
to land, housing, water, electric-
ity, They work for the rich at
abysmal wages as service provid-
ers. Slums are thus good for the
rich. As is the poor's servitude.
That is the true disgrace.

This ugly urban paltern pre-
vails everywhere. Twenty years
ago, two-fifths of the metropo-
lises' population lived in slums.
Today, two-thirds does. We can-
not abolish this pattern through
brutal demolitions. Razed slums
come back because they feed into

larger economic processes.

What we need is an alternative
conception of urban development
based on the people's needs and
way of fullilling them affordably.

This is radically different fram a ,

market-based approach . which
allows access to shelter only to
the wealthy.

Groups like Mumbai's Nivara
Hakka Sashghatana and Delhi's
Sajha Manch have developed
such alternatives. The National
Slumdwellers’ Federation leader
A. Jockin was awarded the
Magsaysay Prize for just such
alternatives. (See Kalpana
Sharma’s excellent Rediscovering
Dharavi, Penguin).

Many talented architects too
have developed alternatives. Take
Romi Khosla who is rejuvenating

y is the City?

Jerusalem, Nicosia and Sofia
under a UN project. He says cities
are not static objects of beauty in
which dirt can be removed. They
are organisms in which all the
parts must be intertwined 1o
provide economic prosperily.
"Masler planning” has been aban-
doned in other parts of the world.
The future of cities requires a
vision and not sudden eruptions
of punitive administrative mea-

sures. The critical issue is plan-. .

ning i partnership ‘ with the
community.

But our imperious rulers have
no intention of involving the
people in determining their fate.
Their conception of cities remains
exclusivist--great amenities for
the rich, and slums for the poor.
But they should listen to Khosla:
“Visionaries are remembered for
their visions, not for the rubble
they leave behind.

The Jagmohans have left
plenty of rubble since Turkman
Gate. But are they capable of a
vision?

Pakistan1 Diplomat's Derogatory Remarks
What do They Tell Us ?

by Harun ur Rashid

Unless there is a sincere attempt by Pakistan to be repentant on what the mili-
tary regime did in Bangladesh in 1971, there is a strong view that the people of
Bangladesh would be reluctant to support the government in forging cordial
relations with Pakistan. An apology from the government of Pakistan followed
by an offer of compensation to the victims of the war of 1971 is the answer

HE recent unprovoked,

insensible and derogatory

remarks on our Liberation
War in 1971 by the Pakistan's
number two diplomat in Dhaka
have been widely reported in the
media and rightly condemned by
all sections of our community.
The remarks are not only unprec-
edented In diplomatic terms but
also reflect the arrogance of Paki-
stani stereotyped mind-set and
utter ignorance of history. It is
astonishing to see that a diplomat
of his senlority had to say some-
thing in public which is callous
and highly insensitive, to say the
least. The Pakistan Government
had to withdraw the diplomat at
the demand of Bangladesh Gov-
ernment.

What do the remarks
tell us ?

First, it demonstrates that
many people in Pakistan includ-
ing the concerned diplomat
appear to have a wa view of
history of 1971 events. In Paki-
stan the history text-books may
carry the tales that it is India's
conspiracy which Is responsible
for the independence ol Bangla-
desh. The fact Lhat
Bangabandhu Shelkh Mujibur
Rahman, the democratically
leader elected In 1970 with a
majority in the Parllament, had
been denled to become Prime
Minister in Pakistan in 1971
appears to have never been told.
The crimes committed by the
Pakistanl army on the Innocent
civillans In Bangladesh seem to
be elther suppressed or shown in
a light that they are justifiable. It
Is the jaundiced vision of history
that seems (o be responsible for
such obdurate comments of the
diplomat.

Second, the Pakistani nation-
als similar to the mental make-up
of the diplomat In Dhaka appear
lo have so much "blind” faith In

the Pakistani military establish-
ment as if they cannot do any
wrong. This myth has been per-
petuated in Pakistan. They con-
sider Pakistani military as the
"saviour” of the ills of the country
without realising that successive
military rule in Pakistan has dealt
severe blows to the democratic
traditions of the country. Many
including the concerned diplomat
in Dhaka do not seem to appreci-
ale the lact that Pakistan appears
to be in a mess as a result of the
prolonged military rule.

Third. Pakistan's enmity with
India often clouds Pakistan's
foreign policy and Pakistani
diplomals appear to be so
obsessed with it that they lose

objectivity of looking at events. It

iIs unfortunate that Pakistani
diplomat in Dhaka appears not (o
read history of what-occurred in
1971 in Bangladesh or is being
deliberately provocative to please
the military establishment.
Fourth, the diplomat appears
to mirror the views of military
establishment in Pakistan.. The
diplomat does not seem to be in
tune with the enlightened people
In Pakistan who blame the mili-
tary for the atrocities perpetrated
on the innocent people of Bangla-
desh. A section of Pakistani peo-
ple demanded the trial of the
alleged military officers who were
the main actors of genocide and
crimes against humanity in Ban-
gladesh, alter the release of Jus-
tice Hamoodur Rahman report.
Even his former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif ( a Punjabl) had
regretted the events of 1971
during his visit to Bangladesh.
Fifth. history tells us that mili-
lary President of Pakistan late
General Yahva Khan realised his
mistakes at the very end and he
altempted to patch up the differ-
ences with the liberation leaders
of Bangladesh. But it was too
little and too Jlate. No sell-

respecting people can easily
forget the brutality of Pakistani
military on the people in Bangla-
desh commencing from March 25
and continuing upto 16 Decem-
ber 1971.

Finally, it reflects badly the
policy of recruitment and training
of Pakistani diplomats who are
posted abroad. Discretion in a
diplomat is rated a premium
quality and the less intelligent
diplomat often adopts the prac-
tice of saying nothing. The basics
of diplomacy seem (o have
avoided the concerned Pakistant
diplomat. It appears to be
unheard of that a diplomat
attacks the reasons of very foun-
dation of the host country. Such
extra-ordinary conduct raises a
pertinent question whether the
person is a career diplomat or
holding a "cover post” in the High
Commission in Dhaka.

Conclusion

It has been always a difficult
relationship with Pakistan for
any Bangladesh government. The

visit of Prime Minister of Pakistan

late Zulfigar Ali Bhutto to Bangla-
desh in 1974 was a political
disaster. Political wounds need to
be healed. Unless there is a sin-
cere attempt by Pakistan to be
repentant on what the military
regime did in Bangladesh in
1971, there is a strong view that
the people of Bangladesh would
be reluctant to support the gov-
ernment in forging cordial rela-
tlons with Pakistan. An apology
from the government of Pakistan
followed by an offer of compensa-

tion to the victims of the war of _

1971 is the answer, and such
action may go a |
assuage the wounded feeling of
the peopledfmlgladq@%

The writer, a
Bangladesh Ambassador
UN, Geneva -
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