: Gupta.
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Brother sings

Mark song

PERTH. Dec 3. Australinn
“batsman  Mark Wangh's per-
formance showed he had more
mental tounghness than he hadl
beenn credited with, his
brother,  Australian  caplain
Steve Waugh, said here Sun:
day. reports AFP,

"Obviously, he has been un-
der mtense serutiny, rightly or
wrongly." Steve Waugh said, in
an apparent reference to Mark
Waugh's alleged involvement in
providing imformation lor
money to an Indian bookmakoer

Mark Waugh was name i
Lreeent report on match-fximg
by hudia’s Central Bareau ol
laveshigation

Lanka need to
talk to Gupta

EOQEOMBO. - Dec - 82 Sd
Lanka was seeking help from
an Indian bookmaker to probe
charges that former skipper
Arfuna  Raoatunga and  his
deputy Aravinda de Silva were
bribed to throw matches, an
investigator said Sunday. re-
ports AFP.

Desmond Fernando. who is
mvestigating allegations against
the two top Sri Lankan plavers,
said he was keen to interview
bookmaker, Mukesh Kumar
Gupta. as his evidence wounld
be crucial to the case,

"We have.the Indian High
Commission here to help wath
arranging an interview with Mr
Gupta  sometime  earlv  this
month.” Fernando said. adding
that he was unable to meet with
Gupta during his visit to New
Delhi last mnonth,

Fernando. who had been
given a one-month deadline by
the Board of Control for Cricket
in Sri Lanka (BCCSL) to probe
the allegations contained in a
report by India’s Central Bu-
reaun of Investigations (CBI).
said he wav need more time.

T must first interview Mr.
What he has to sav will
be crucial... then 1 will talk to
the two plavers concerned.”
Fernando said adding that the
CBI had made available to him
a translation of Gupta's testi-
mony in Hindi.

Fernando. a lawyer by pro-
fesston and Sri Lanka's repre-
sentative in the 1CC's (Interna-
honal Cricket Council’s) Code
of Conduct Comunittee, also
trinvelled to London for 1alks

s"l.“i I' L S AT !tllr"

SYDNEY. Dec 3: Michael
Bevan becanie New  South
Wales' highest run scorer in

domestic cricket. but it wasn't
enough to save his state from
probable defear against Western
Australia in  their Sheffield
Shield cricket match here Sun-
dav. reports AFP.

WA were dismissed for-413
and a 187-run first innings lead
early on Day Three before
Bevan (57) and Greg Mail (92)
produced a 104-run partner-
ship to at least ensure the visi-
tors would bat again

But as Jo Angel dismissed
first innings heroes Mark Higgs
(I} and Brad Haddin (8) the
Blues lost three wickets for 9
rmns to be 246 for six at
stumps. a lead of only 59 runs
going into Monday's final day.

An outright victory for W/
whose batting line-up contains
Mike Hussey. Rvan Campbell
Simon Katich. Damien Martyn
Murray Goodwin. Tom Moo
and Brendon Julian. is almoss
rertain.

Rajshahi sports

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI Dec 3: Jaipurhat
moved into semifinals of the
Rajshahi inter-district football
tournament beating Nawabgan|
3-2 today at the Shaheed AH M
Kamruzzaman Stadium.
Naogaon take on Rangpur i
tomorrow s quarterfinal.

CRICKET

Noahata Sporting Club de-
leated Millenmiuim Club by 21
runs m the sixth Bir Shestra
Captain  Mohinddin  Jahangir
swriti Gold Cup cericket tour-
nament at the Railway ground
loday

Winning the toss. Noahata
tnad 152 Jor mine in the
stipulated 25 overs

In reply. Millenmium  were
bimdled out for 121 in 23.3
overs

HANDBALL

Morning Star Club and
Green Star Club won their re-
spective matches of the Ra-
ishahi First Division Handball
League today at the Shaheed A
H M Kamruzzaman Stadinm

in the hirst mateh,. Morning
Star defeated Abahant  Krira
Chakra 45-11

in the other match. Green
Star deleated ( osnios Spaorting
Cluds #05-4

. =
Barisal baffle
From page 13

Fall of wichets 1/45. 2/91,
/101, 4/0V17. 5 167. 6/187
7.103. 8/202 SENPI
Bowler 0 M R w
Al-Amin 7 3 | )
Ashlaq Ali 6 | 20 ()
Hassan a1 8 103 b
Moin 26.5 ) | £ ] V.
linran 2 () I ()
Shayvmol = () J4 |
BARISAL: Second mmings
Naravan Ibw b Ashraful )
Hatman not out 39

Siddique ¢ Halim b Ashraful 2
Imran not ot 10
Extras: (b-1) l

Total: (For 2 wickets i 37
overs| Gl
Fall of wickets: 1/23, 2/53
Bowler O M R w
K Mabimind 4 2 1 f)
Morshed 4 | 3 ()
AR ! i 3. 0
Asliaful 13 e 2
Fhplohs H i 5 ()
Melirah 1, | 3 ()
Al-Shaligiar 2 () €) ()

twin |
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FAISALABAD, Paki-

stan. Dec 3: All-
ronnder Abdur
Razzak dazzled
withh an unbeaten

niaiden century
ond Pakistan's spiners  gave
England  some  anxious mo-
nents betore the second Test
ended in a draw here Sunday.
reports AFP,

Chasing 244 runs, England
reached 125.5 as opener Mi-
chael Atherton played a vital
anchor role with an unbeaten
).

But the day belonged to
Razzak. who notched up lhis
first Test century the day after
his 21st birthday as Pakistan
closed their second Innings at
269-3.

Sensing vistory, Pakistan re-
sumed at 186-2 and raced
against time to add 83 quick
runs and give England 15 min-
ntes and two full sessions (o
make a match out of it on a
piteh that still posed no real
problems for batsmen.

Razzak and Inzamamul Haq
went after
adding 148 runs for the third
wicket in 180 minutes.

Razzak hit 12 boundaries in
his century, while Inzamam's
71 came off 122 balls with
three boundaries and a six.

As soon as Razzak, declared
man-of-the-match, reached his
hundred, captain Moin Khan
declared Pakistan's second
fnnings and set the scene for a
dramatic alternoon.

Atherton rose to the chal-
lenge for England. The 32-year-
old former captain from Lanca-
shire was a rock in defence
against the spinners as three of
his partners fell for just 15
rnins.

Hussain's average sank a
little further when he was given
out caught behind by Pakistani
umpire Mian Mohammacl
Aslam off spinner Arshad Khan
when television replays showed
the ball was nowhere near the
bat.

The England captain was
adjudged leg before by Wesl
Indian umpire Steve Bucknor
in the first innings when he hit
the ball onto his pads.

England then lost Marcus
Trescothick lor 10 when he was
bowled by leg-spinner Saglain
Mushtaq. the hero of the [irst
Test at Lahore, leaving them at
57-2.

Alarm bells started ringing
when first innings top-scorer
Graham Thorpe tried to leave a
ball from off-spinner Arshad
onlv to see it smash into his
stumps and send him packimg

for a duck.

England needed some cool
heads and theyv had the perfect
pairing in old guards Atherton
and Stewart. who used their
experience to compile a slow
S5l-nm  partnership for the
fourth wicket.

But when Stewart [inally
succumbed to another suspect
umpiring decision for 22 ofl
part-time leggy Shahid Afridi,

Pakistan again threatened (o
steal a victory
Television replavs showed

the ball came off his pad before

England’s bowling,

it was caught at silly pomt by  Atridl e Giles b Gouglh 10
"'u,"\”l Tﬂllhillh’l. Razeak nol oul OO0
Alricdi n‘tr”{*]i “g,-‘“" “'I"'“ b Inzamam ¢ Hick b bﬂll&hl”'}' ra
bowled Graenie Hick for nought  Alran not out |
to leave England tottering at  Extras: (b-6.1b-5. nb-1) 12
110-5. hut time eventually de-  Tob " (For 3 wkis in
feated the home team's charge. 802 overs decl) ; 269
“Althongh we last the (oss i Did not bat: Y Youhana, S
was 4 Lunﬁ. show by the tean.  Anwar. M Khan. S Mushtaq. A
It's difticult (o bowl a side twice  Khan and D Kaneria.

i hive days on this piteh buat |
anr happy we have plaved two

Fall of wickel
3-259

8: 1=13..2-L1d.

—
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Star Pakistan all-rounder Abdur Razzak.

man-of-the-matceh.

who was adjudged
sweeps fine during the course of his

maiden Test century vyesterday against England at
Faisalabad. —AFP photo
Tests well,” Hussain sald. Bowler O M R W
akistan captain Moin  ¢x- Gough 10.2 i 32 |
pressed disappointment the  Caddick 18 I 19 ()
teaum had missed its chances. Giiles 26 - ey ]
‘It's disappointing to draw  White 19 g b 70
two Tests in a row and the pitch  Salisbury 7 o 32 |
did not take as much spin as ENGLAND: Second innings
we thought in the beginning.” Atherton not out 65
he said. Trescathick b Saqlain 10
Pakistan has lost the last Hussain ¢ Moin b Arshad b
three Test series at home and  Thorpe b Arshad 0
they will be desperate to win  Siewart ¢ Youhana b Afridi an
their last clash with England in  Hick b Afridi 0
Karachn from December | 1 White not oul 9
Extras: (Ib-4. nb-10) I
SCORECARD Total: (For 5 wkits in 57 overs) 125
Full scorecard of the second Did not bat: A Giles. 1 Salis-
cricket Test between Pakistan  bury, A Caddick. D Gough.
and England at the lgbal Sta- I‘;all ol wickets: | 44, 2.57.
dinm on Sunday:; 4-108, 5-110
PAKISTAN: First innings Bﬂwler O M R W
316 (Yousuf Youhana 77. Moin Akram 5 ] 13 0
Khan 65. 'Saeed. Anwar 53: Razzak I 1 AL O
Ashley ' Giles = '5-79! ' Darren’ Saglain 19 vy 26 '
Gough 3-79) Kaneria 7 30 0
ENGLAND: First innings 342 Arshad 13 alainty, 2
(Graham Thorpe 79. Craig Afridi 12 ] 2
White 41: Saglain Mushtaq 3- Result: Match drawn.
H2. Abdur Razzak 3-74) Man-of-the-match: Abdur

PAKISTAN: Second
lovernight |1 86-2)
Elahl : Stewart b

{ j”l, <

innings

Razzak.
Third Test:
11, Karachi.

December 7-

NEW DELHI. Dec 3:
At intlvwential In-
chian cricket oflicial
lanniched an  as-
tomshing attack on
the match-fixing
report federal investigators
on Sunday. saving it resembled
a prosiitute’s diary. reports
AFP

Kamal Morarka. one of three
alhcials nominated to haned ol
punistinent to guilty  plavers
this week, described the report
by the Central Bureau of Inves-
Ligation (CUBI1) as a "big joke

“What is the credibility of
such a report?” Morarka said in
an interview with Indian web-
site, (www.tehelka.com),

II'L

It is like a prostitute’s diary.
von will find names of so many
rie h and famous people there
How does a set of names in a
bookie's diary matter?"

Morarka is one of five vice-

presidents of the Board of
Contrgl for Cricket in India
(BCCI) and sits on its three-

member disciplinary committee
wluch will decide the fate of five
tainted plavers.

The CBI report accuses for-
mer captain Mohammad Azha-
riddin of mateh-fixing and four
others Ajay Jadeja, Manoj
Prabhakar. Ajay Sharma and
Navan Mongia — of hobnobbing
with bookmakers."

Highly-placed

'BCCI man mocks report

sources have

told AFP that while Azharuddin

faces a life ban,
sure from within
outside to go sopft
only one among
realistic chance
India again.

the
‘the corrup

In
saicl

there is pres-
the BCCIl and
on Jadeja. the
the five with a
of playing for

interview, Morarka

t" CBI had not

been able to prove match-fixing
c lmrgv against the players.

"All IIIE'V hav
that match fixi
cricket.”

"So what is t

e concluded is
ng exists in

Morarka said.

his great thing

that they have done? Evervbody
knew that match- lixing exists

in cricket,

From page 13

SKipper Junmy Adians, who
finished with an unbeaten 40
A1l Kidley Jacobs (24) ofleredd
stern resistance in a 54-run
<tand belore Jacobs was rn
ol

However. the lower tail suce-
cumbed meeklv once more.

SCORECARD

Scorecard at end of the sec.

ond cricket Test between Aus-
tralia and the West Indies on
thee third dayv ar the WACA

CGround on Sunday:

WEST INDIES: First mnings
190 IR Jacobs 96 not ount, W
Hineds 50 M Dillon 27: J Gil-
|t"H|IlI' /46, G McGrath :5"1H]

AUSTRALIA: First innings
96 for eight  declared (M
Wangh 119. M Havden 69. A
Calehirist 50. B Lee 41 not ont:
C Walsh 2/74. N MclLean 2/78,.
M Black 2/87. M Dillon 2/130)

WEST INDIES: Second in-
nings (16 for two overnight)
Camnpbell ¢ Gillespie b Lee |

Cranga « Havden b Gillesple )
Dillon ¢ Gilchrist b McGratly 3
Hind< b MacGill 1!
Lara O MacGill Iy
Adans ot ol 10
Ssarwan ¢ Glahirist b Lo |
dJacobs run om 24
MoLean b L I
Black b Lie ()
Witlsly Ibw b L 0
Extras (b8, nh-3, -1} 12
Total (AN ot in 66 overs) |73
all of wickels: 1-7, 2-106. 3-
&2 S8 5-095. 6968 7-150. B-
VL 9-173, 10-V73
Bowler O M R w
MeGrathh I8 7 243 |
Loee 1. 2 il 4’
Mool 1 () 37 P
Cillesple 12 | 206 !

Flavde 2 () 0 ()
M Woinoh . ] ) ()
Result: Australia won by

an innings and 27 runs,

Man-of-the-match:

Waugh.
Third Test:
19, Adelaide.

FACTFILE

Aussies' historic dozen

Mark

December 15-

PERTH.
consecutjve
ond cricket Test today.

Dec

J (Reuters): Australia set a world record of 1?2
Test wins with victory over

West III[“(""'} in the sec-

MOST CONSECUTIVE WINS
12  Australia 1999-00 to 2000-01
Il West Indies 1983-84 10 1984-85
N Anstralia 19202} 1o 1921
7/ England | 884-85 Lo 1887-88
/ England | 928 10 1928-29
/ West Indies | 9R81-R5H Lo 1985-86
7 West Indies 1988 0 1988-89
6 England | BHE to 1890
6 England 19057 to 1958
& West Indies 190G -2 1O 1963
AUSTRALIA’S STREAK

Ist Test v Zimbabwe, Harare, October 14-17 1999 « won
by 10 wickets

Ist Test v Pakistan, Brisbane, November 5-9. 1999 - won by

O wickets :
Pakistan.

2nd Test v Hobart, November 18-22.
|1_~. 1 wickets.

drad Test v Pakistan. Pertly. November 26-28,
mnings and 20 mins

’I'~.| lest v Indin. Adelatde. December 10-14 0 )¢
2RO rns

Znd Test v India. Melbourne. December 26-30,
by 180 runs,

Jrel
nings

Test v o India,
and 141 runs

Svidney,

Ist Test v New Zealand. Aue

by 62 rns

January 2-4,

2000

Kland, March 11-15,

1999 - won

1999 - won by

199 ~ won by
1999 - won

- won by In-

2000 - won

Znd Test v New Zealand. Wellington. March 24-28, 2000 -

won by 6 wickels.

Ard Test v New Zealand. Ha
Wt by 6 wickels

I st Tesy v West Indies, 13
won by innings and 126 rans

milton. March 31-A

shane

November 20

pril 4, 2000 -

§-25. 2000 -

2nd Test v West Indies, Perth, December 1-3, 2000 -~ won

by innings and 27 runs.

Sport

Razzak dazzles, Test fizzles

SA closing in
on victory

PORT ELIZABETH. South Al-
rica, Dee 3: South Africa were
on the brink of a series-
clinching victory after New
Zealand collapsed on the fourtly

day of the second Test at Si
George's Park Sunday. reports
AFP,

New  Zealand were  bowled

ontl for 148 in their second in-
nings, leaving South Alrica (o
make 86 to win.

By the close of play, South
Africa were 29 for one wic ket

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the
fourth day of the second Test
between Sounth Africa and New
Zealand al St George's Park on
Sunday:

NEW ZEALAND: First In-
nings 298 (M Sinclair. 150; A
Donald 4 /69, S Pollock 4/64)

SOUTH AFRICA: First in-
nings (overnight 361 /8)
Dippenaar Ibw b Martin a5
Kirsten ¢ Parore b Walmsley 49
Kallis ¢ Parore b Astle 12
Culllnan b Walker 33
Pollock ¢ Spearman b Martin 33
McKenzie ¢ Spearman b

MeMillan 120
Boucher b O'Connor 0
Klusener ¢ Parore b Martin 6
Boje ¢ Parore b O'Connor 51
Donald Ibw b Martin 9
Ntini not out 0
Extras: (b-7. 1b-4, w-2) 13
Tolal: (All out in 144.4 overs) 361

Fall of wickets: 1-81., 2-96.
3-114, 4-151, 5-181, 6-184, 7-
209, B-345, 9-361
Bowler () M RO
O'Connor 26.4 8 {2 W
Martin 29 8 104 4
Walmsley 13 o gt e )
Walker 23 5 61 ]
Astle 36 18 46 |
MacMillan 17 6 31 I

NEW ZEALAND: Second in-
nings

Richardson ¢ Boucher b Pollock 60
- Spearman Ibw b Donald 0
sinclair lbw b Boje 17
Fleming ¢ Cullinan b Boje B
Astle ¢ Boucher b Ntinl 18
McMillan Ibw b Pollock 0
Parore ¢ Kirsten b Ntinl 5
Walker not oult 10
O'Connor not oul 1
Extras: (b-2, 1b-2, nb-4) 8
Total: (For 7 wkits in 50 overs) 127
Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-54, 3-
64, 4-111.5-111, 6-115, 7-122
Bowler O M R w
Donald 7 Raly 1
Pollock 15 4 44 2
Ntini 10 2 19 2
Boje 11 y0d o 2
Kallis 7 AN K 0
Murali to
be sold!
COLOMBO. Dec 3: Sri
Lanka's highest Test wicket-
taker and star off-spinner.
Muttiahh Muralitharan, will sell
his advertising rights at an
auction here. the promoters
here said Sunday. reports AFP
Muralitharan. 27. is Sri

Lanka's most successful bowler

with 291 Test wickets to his
credit in 57 Test matches in 3
career that began in 1992,

Cricket  officials  said  they
expected Muralithaoan o take
his 300th Test wicket durmg a
South Alrnican tour which the
Sri Lankan team left for on
Saturday.

Officials said Muralitharan
was highly regarded among a
simall elub of world-class spin-
1100 1'S.

Promoters of the auction. to
be held on December 8, said
they expected bidding to reach
about 100.000 dollars.

Pak name team
for final Test

FAISALABAD. Dec 3: Experi-

enced  pacer Wasim  Akram
avoided the axe as Pakistan
announced their 15-member

squad for the third and final
Test against England starting in
Karachi from Thursday. reports
AFP.

"We discussed Akram's per-
formance at fength and his poor
show mayv be due to a lean
patch and retained him because
of his rich experience.,” chief
selector Wasim Bari said.

Pakistan Cricket Board's ad-
visorv. council also discussed
Akram's poor form but decided
o retain the pacer,

AKkram. who

plaved lus
1O0th Test in Faisalabad. took
onlyv 1wo wickets in the 1wo

Tests against England.
Allrounder Shahid Afrid is
the only change in the team
which drew against England in
the Fausalabad Test
‘Nanmanullah  is  included
because he plaved a good in-
nings in a side game at Pesha

war." Bari said

SQUAD: Moin Khan (cap-
tain). Inzamamul Haq. Saeed
Anwar., hmran Nazir. Salim
Elahi, Yousufl Youhana, Wasim
Akram., Waqgar Younis, Abdur
Razzak. Qaiser Abbas. Faisal
Igbal. Saqlain Mushtaq, Arshad
Khan, Naumanullah and Dan-

ish Kaneria.

Asian Super Cup

First blood
Al Hilal’s

SHIMIZU, Japan, Dec 3. Ri-
cardo  Perez Tamayo scored

twice as Saudi Arabia's Al Hilal
whipped short-handed Shimiza
S-1"ulse of Japan 2-1 here Sun-
dav 1o win the tirst leg of the
two-match  Astan Super Cup
reports AFI

Shimizu,  battling  with Al
Hilal for a berth In the second
world club championships nest
vear, mostly controlled the ball
until the 34th minute when
Kazuyvuki Toda was sent off

Japan captain Rvuzo Mori-
oka latled to control a back
pass from Brazilian teanmate
( arlos Alberto Dos Santos and
Tamavo dashed forth to inter-
cept it

- = a J = T Tk aahdend o
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Draw appeases Hussain

FAISALABAD, Paki-
stan, Dec 30 Eng-
i captain Nas.
ser Hussain  Sun-
tdaov sald his team
did not deserve to
lose the Second Test against
Pakistan and a draw was
pleasing, reports AFP,

"We did not deserve to lose
the Test because we plaved
SOIMe gnml cricket., had an up-
wr hand In the first Test
sowled out Pakistan for 316
and f,'.illwtl first Innings lead
here,” Hussain sald after his
team struggled hard at 125-5 (o
draw the second Test.

England, who started the se-
ries as underdogs, have showed
remarkable prowess (o swprise
the home team In both the
drawn Tests,

"I am pleased and boys have
learnt a lot on this tour and one
week Is left to cap the series.”
he said. :

Hussain suffered two poos
umpiring decisions in the Test
to continue his lean patch with
the bat.

“It hurts when decisions go
against you but | am not com-
plaining.” he said.

Hussain was adjudged leg
before wicket by West Indian
umpire Steve Bucknor when TV
replavs showed he hit the ball
onto his pads.

‘In the first innings 1 was

bewildered and shocked and
didn't know what to do.” Hus-
sain said, adding, "in the sec-

ond, the ball clipped the pads

Aand I thought | was leg belore,
but a scorer told me | was given
cangiut behind.” he said.

Pakistani mmmpire Milan Mo-
hamnad Aslam ruled Hussain
caught behind for 5.

Iromically Aslain gave His-
sain leg before wicket in the
third one-daver in Rawalpindi
in October and a furious Hus-
st allegedly broke the door of

T ——

Pl

. .mu...p“_,___ ,._______‘_1___ 3 |
'NASSER HUSS AIN

A4 refnigerator in the
room hesides shoving
o011 his wayv back

Hussain was then called by
International Cricket Council
(HCC) mateh referee Barry Jar-
man of Australia for a he aring
o explain  the incident but
davolded punishment.

dressing
othcials

‘1 have no problems with
_tpiring, they have got a diffi-
“eult job to do.” he said.

Looking around the world
there seems 1o be a lot of decl-
sion tangles, scrutiny of TV,
fast replays available and 0t
might well be time to nuse more
te Iinﬂlupv " he said.

‘Duncan Fletcher has pgot a
theory and other people have
theories on umpiring but it's for
people on top to think out.” he
said.

Fletcher, the England coach,
has called for TV replays In
controversial decistons.,

I have no problems with
umpes as long as they are
consistent. | am mentally tr_m%]l
lo come out from this,” he saic

Hussain said the pitch at
Faisalabad was "double paced.”

‘It was difficult for stroke-
play and we knew it would be
hard to chase runs once Moin
Khan declared the innings.” he
salfd.

Pakistan captain Moin Khan
showed disappointment over
another draw.

It is disappointing because
the piteh did not take as much
turn as we had expected and
that was due to cold weather.”
Khan said

“We did miss advantages in
the match but we will do our
best 1o force a result in Karachi
where we have never lost,” he
said.

The third and final Test in
Karachi starts from December
'}

S1LISBON Dec . 3
{- ISLavo Kuerten
Ir|a: in the race for
the  season-ending
® .1;-|1 spot Saturday
byt - but said he didn't
deserve it as he came from
behind to onst Pete Sampras in

a titanie semifinal at the 3.7
million-dollar Masters’ Cup 1o
sel up a final with Andre

Agassli. reports AFP

Kuerten won 6-7, 6-3. 6-4 in
2hr 13min to spark wild cele-
brations among the 11.000-
strong and overwhelmingly pro-

Brazilian crowd (o keep Rus-
sia's Marat Safin waiting to

claim a consolation prize of ATP

Champions' Race winner

Agassi hammered Safin 6-3,
6-3 in an hour and a halfl in
their semifinal and Kuerten can

now end up top of the heap i
he beats the Las Vegan on
Sunday

Bl Kuerten said he thought
Sahn deserved to finish on top

- -Iu leh his failings here
(I like to win tomorrow

I MIH think Marat
number one.” said 'Guga

Agassi beat Kuerten. who
has been battling a hamstring
problem here, in group play
earlier in the week but both are
now firing on all evlinders al-
though Kuerten reckoned that
'‘Andre will make me run even
more than Pete did

Safin will miss the f{inal
curtain here as he heads back
to Moscow with his tail between
his legs after Agassi and Sam-
pras handed him two lessons in

!'\"'_ i)

bt
should be

lL{"l\u

Sampras
straight season wrap-up
got off to a flier rushed to
a 3-0 lead over bt
L o 3-/
and 1 which
SAMPras three
minibreaks (o two

Kuerten got the

m the second

plaving in his 11th
event
as he
Kuerten
Brazilian broke back
reed a tiebreak

took by dint ol
break for 2
as the tid

Agassi-Kuerten showdown

started 1o flow in his direction -
needed a lower
before tackling

though he
back massage
thie decider

There. Kuerten
break points in the second
game and broke for 5-4

He then closed out after first
saving two break points, skip-
ping to the net to send over arn
angled pass at an acute angle
belore wrapping up the maich
with his 1 3th ace

It was the most exciting
feeling, but 1 was so nervous,’
saicdd Knerten, who had lost the
pair's two previous meetings
It's the first tune | beat him
alinost as good as winning
tournament,” hie gasped
Sampras conceded Kuerien
hhad made the big points when
it mnattered

| knew he
turn pretty well
piessive was his serve. He gol a
o1 of big points a Dbil better
than | did. It's a tough loss. a
missed opportunity.” said the
vinerican

Frenclhh ( )y
Kuertenn has vel
door title but e
lour-leading 16 wi

saved four

[t's
Lhe

i rt"'
LIl -

WS 1‘.‘1"1{::-.:

bt mmore

COAaImpion
win an ui-
lid spend a
eks atop the

Champions ract
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