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Atalanta conquere

Sedan spank
PSG

PARIS. Dec 3: Pius N'Dieli
hit a Lhat-trick as Sedan
thrashed Paris St Germain 5- |
on Saturday - a result that
prompted the dismissal of PSG

coach Philippe Bergeroo. re-
ports Reuters.
Nantes tamed En Avant

Guingamp 2-1 to take over at
the top of the French first divi-
sion as previous leaders Gi-
rondins Bordeaux had their 15-
match unbeaten run ended 1-0
at Troves.

"We never imagined we could
suffer such a setback,” said
PSG general manager Laurent
Perpere after he had sacked
Bergeroo.

“"We could have waited a lit-
tle longer had it been a small
defeat or a draw. but tonfght we

reached the bottom and we
were unable to bounce back
anvmore.

~It was better to stop all this
now. The playvers don't have
confidence in themselves any-
more, We are scared to play.”

Perpere said he was consid-
ering offering the job to former
player and coach Luis Fernan-
dez who led PSG to the 1996
European Cup’'s Winners Cup

Perpere he safd he wanted
the issue resolved before the
Champions League mateh at

Galatsaray on Wednesday. 4

Struggling PSG have taken
only one point from their last
six league games and also been
beaten by Deportivo Coruna in
the Champions League.

N'Diefi opened the scoring
for Sedan in the third minute
but PSG equalised _through
Laurent Robert. whe litted his
tally to 11 goals from I8 games,

N'Diefi slotted home two
more goals in before Moussa
N'Diaya made it 4-1 in the 72
minute and Cedric Mionnet
added a late fifth.

Sedan moved from third to
second on 33 points. level with
Nantes who had to wait for an
80" minute penalty by Eric
Carriere to seal victory

The sides also have the same
goal difference but Nantes went
top on goals scored. Bordeaux
dropped to third

"We are the first side to
complete five consecutive victo-
ries since the season started.
boasted Nantes captain Mickael
Landrean

Fernandez
returns as
coach

PARIS. Dec 3: Luis Feman-
dez has been named coach of
crisis-ridden Paris Saint Ger-
main. replacing Philippe Ber-

geroo who was sacked following
the capitial side's 5-1 deleat at
V. reports AFP

Sedan Saturda

MILAN, Dec,. 3:
Goals from Sabri
Lamouchi and
Serglo  Conceicao
cnsured  Parma
defeated Atalanta
on Saturday to end the
side's proud
record as the last unbeaten
outfit in the Halian First Divi-
sion. reports AFP.

Frenchman Lamouchi’'s
early strike and Portugal's Con-
ceicao's late solo effort settled
the encounter on a day which
also saw defending [talian
champions Lazio defeat Reggina
2.0 with goals from Marcelo
Salas and Heman Crespo.

The day's biggest winners,
however, could be Serie A lead-
ers AS Roma who are already
three points ahead of second-
placed Atalanta and now will
streteh their First Division lead
if they beat Perugia on Sunday

2-0
Bergamo-based

when the remainder of the
weekend programme will be
plaved.

"All credit to Atalanta who

plaved better than us ftonight.
They are the best team we have
plaved all season but we won
All the same " saud Parnma coach
Alberto Malesani

His opposite number Gilo-
vanni Vavassori said: "We had
many chances to get a good
result but we just could not
score. The [lirst defeat had fto
come some time and we lost to
a very good team.”

Parma. who go provisionally
third. dominated the first 15
minutes but just when it looked
as though Atalanta had weath-
ered the storm Parma took the
leacd.

Frenclunan Johan Micoud
was the instigator, finding his
compatriot Lamouchi with a
precise pass and Lamouchi
took full advantage, netting a
line goal

That shocked the Bergamo-
based visitors into action and
at last thev began to threaten
the Parma goal

First veteran striker Mauri-
Ganz shot just wide and

Fausto Rossini had a
shot deflected be-
hind by another of Parma's
extensive French contingent.
fullback Lilian Thuram.

The second hall saw Parma
on top early on with a freekick
bv Conceicao well saved by lvan
Pelizzoli while at the other end
Atalanta's Damiano Zenoni
wenlt close.

But Atalanta stepped up the
pace and Ganz should have
equalised from a close-range
header but Parma goalkeeper

L1
then
goalbound

Gianluigh Buffon pulled off the
save of the matelh,

Bullon made another e
save  from  Zenont, plaving
alongside twin brother Cristian,
minutes later as Atalanta con-
tinued to press.

But Concelcao, who won the
title with Lazio last season,
ended anv doubts to the out-
come when he scored eight
minutes from thme with a fine
run and shot that went in ol
the post.

Earliecr al Rome's Olympie
Stadiuin goals either side of the
interval from Chilean striker
Salas and his Argentinian part-
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replaced by Luea Marchegliand.
Pernzzi could miss the Leeds
mateh.

It was only a matter of time
before the second goal came
and this thne Salas was the
provider.

Eleven minutes into the sec-
ond period the Chilean played a
precision pass to Crespo. La-
zio's expensive sumimner acgui-
sitton from Parma, and the Ar-
gentintan forward beat lorer
Manchester United poalkeeper
Taibr with an emphatic Hinish.

I tnrjury e Taibi pulled
oft o penalty sive from Inzogln
alter Regeua's Portaguese de-

£ %

Marcelo Salas (R) of Lazio trying to break free from Marun
Jiranek of Reginna during their Serie A encounter on

December 2
ner Crespo ensured Sven Goran

Eriksson’s Lazio prevailed al
the expense of Reggina who
have now lost their last eight

First Division matches.

The Italian champions went
ahead after 26 minutes with
their mercurial Czech mid-
fielder Pavel Nedved the creator.

Nedved found Salas whose
angled shot beat Reggina goal-
keeper Massimo Taibi.

Four minutes alter the break
Lazio goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi
lhad to leave the field with
Achilles tendon problems to he

— AFP photo

lender Marco Caneira had been
sent ofl

~Inzaghi had retaken the Kick
after Taibi had saved Crespo's
first  attempt only for referee
Alberto Castellani to order it to
be retaken.

For the second consecutive

week Reggina chairman
Pasquale Foti insisted the job of
coach Franco Colomba was
safe

"Colomba is untouchable.”
said Foti. "We will go forward
with him."

- ‘ e i \
LUIS FERNANDEZ

Fernandez won 61 caps lor
France and was part of the side
which won the 1984 European
championships. He captained
PSG when playing in the capital
between 1978- 1986 and
coached them from 1993-1996

Bergeroo. the 46-vear-old
former international goalkeeper
who rescued PSG when he took
over in May 1999 to guide them
into the Champions League for
the first time this season, paid
the price for collecting just one
point from the last 18

But he was gracious in de-
feat. and admitied that his
sacking was “logical® given the
team's recent run of results

"l won't be the [irst coach to
be sacked. nor will | be tlie
last.” he said on French TV
Saturday night f{ollowing the
PSG defeat

He added: "The interest of
the team must be looked afier,
and all things considered it (his
sacking) is a logical end to my
term here

Vampetta’s

ultimatum
RIO DE JANEIRO., Dec 3
Brazillan international mid-
ficlder Vampeta has hit strug-
gling ltalian giants Inter Milan
with an ultimatum claiming he
would leave the club if he didn't
see a return to first team action
before the New Year. Brazil's
press reported on Saturday.

reports AFP.
The 26-yvear-old former PSVY

Eindhoven player was called up

duty for the

World

for international
Brazil-Venezuela

1]-“- l'\
Inter

ltas falled to break
Marco Tardelli's
since.

"For
leave,
where

side
now | don't want
but Fll go

my football is appreci-

ated if 1 don't play before the

end of the year.

"1 want to play. the bench is
no use to me.” said the man
who once posed naked in a gay
magazine

Vampeta, a regular interna-
tional. arrived at Milan Jasl
season in a 15 milion dollar
deal with the club he describes
as "the team of my heart” Cor-
inthians, who are said o be
interested in re-signing him

Premiership

Cup
2002 qualificr in Octohes qnd
o

Lo
anywhere

LONDON. Dec 3:

Manchester Uni-

. ted held their

@ & eight point lead al

- the top of the

English Premier

ship on Saturday after the

reigning champions beat Tot-

tf*lﬁlenn 2-0 at Old Trafford,
reports AFP.

England international Paul

Scholes fired his third goal in
as many games aiter 40 min-
utes and Norwegian interna-
tional Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
came off the bench to seal vie-
tory six minutes from time to
leave Spurs without an away
win since beating Leicester on
April 19.

United have 39 points from
16 games, eight more than sec-
ond-placed Arsenal who edged
Southampton 1-0 at Highbun

thanks to a late goal from
French midfielder Patrick
Vieira.

Leicester move up to third.

two points behind Arsenal. after
beating Leeds 3-1 at Filbert
Streel  where visiting captain
Lucas Radebe was sent off for a
second bookable offence.

"When vou have already
been booked vou don't make
tackles like that.” Leeds coach
David O'Leary said.

'l told Lucas as much in the

dressing room afterwards.” he
added.
Rio Ferdinand, the world's

mosi expensive defender. made
his debut for Leeds but was
helpless as Leicester stornmed
into a 3-0 lead at half time.

An eighth-minute effort from
Robbie Savage started the
spree, with Ade Akinbiyi and
Gerryv Taggart following up to
give O'Leary much to consider
in the half-time dressing room.

l.eeds rallied briefly in the
second half and pulled one
back through Australian Mark
Viduka.

Long-term  injury  victim
Harry Kewell made a late ap-
pearance for Leeds as a sub-
stitute

Paolo di Canio struck a
42nd-minuty winner as Weslt
Ham beat strugglers Middles-

Lazio-Leeds
clash

ROME. Dec 3: An
surrovunding
Stadium

European

Area
Olympic
Tuesdav's

ahead

favourites Lazio and

reports AFP

matchday and end at midnight.
e order was  made
Rome's Prelect of Police

Hseppe Komaio

Alcohol ban for

aleohol
bau has been imposed on the
Rome's
ol
Champi-

ons League clash between local
English
Premiership club Leeds United,

The ban  will  begin  atl
S:00am 10700 GMT) in  the
morning  local time on  the

by
Cil-

- -
L

-

United march

brough at Upton Park - their
eighth defeat in nine games - 10
increase the pressure on under-
fire manager Bryan Robson.

After a week full of specula-
tion over whether Terry Ve-
nables would replace Robson,
Boro desperately needed a re-
sult in east London to restore
some confidence and start to
move up the table.

But di Canio's strike. after a
lot of pressure from the Ham-
mers. snatched all three points.

To add to Robson's problems
defender Ugo Ehiogn was seni
off late in the game.

Liverpool, fresh from their
eight-goal rout at Stoke in the
League Cup on Wednesday.
beat Charlton 3-0.

Charlton defender Mark Fish
scored an own goal after five
minutes before Emile Heskey
and German Markus Babbel
completed the rout.

Derby brought Ipswich’s
stunning recent form (o a
grinding halt with a 1-0 win at

the lirst time
Ipswich had
the Premier-

Portmman Road
this season that
failed 1o score in
'“-.hl]}

Republic of Ireland interna-
tional Rorv Delap's 28th-
minute goal gave Derbyv their
first away leagne win of the
SEAason

Dion Dublin's sixth-minute
effort gave Aston Villa the lead
against Newcastle at Villa Park
but Peruvian Nolberto Solano
equalised for Bobby Robson's
men toearn a -1 draw.

Strugglers Bradford came
back from being behind fto a
John Aloisi goal to beat Coven-
tryv 2-1 at Vallev Parade for
their first home win since
downing Chelsea in August.

Bacd boy Stan Collvinore put
the hosts on level terms before
Peter Beagrie sealed victory.

On  Sundayv Chelsea host
Manchester City at Stamford
Bridge and on Monday Sun-
derland entertain Everton al
the Stadiim ol Light

Letcestor ity = Ade Akinbivi tfront) feels the presence of

Loeods | nitecd = hot

signing o Ferdinand during their

Premiership match at Leicester on December 2.

- AFP ]thnlt}
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Mboma Africa’s best
Lions dominate
list

CAIRO, Dec 3: Canieroon
aned arma striker Patrick
Mboma was named African

Footballer of the Year Saturday
as his country dominated the
annual poll, reporis AFP.

His teaanmates from the 'In-

domitable Lions' Lauren Mever,
samuel Eto'o and Geremi Nii-
tap Mlled the next three posi-
tions lollowed by 1999 winner
Nwankwo Kanu of Nigeria.

The top 10 was completed
by Noureddine Navbet of Mo-

roceo, Hossam  Hassan  of
Egvpt.  Shabani  Nonda of

Democrate Republic of Congo.
Shaun Bartlett of South Africa
and Hani Ramzy of Egypt.

Alrican Football Confedera-
ton (CAF) media and technical
conunittee members voted and
Mboma was the overwhelming
cholce to become the seventl
winner from Cameroon,

He collected 123 votes, B7
more than runner-up Lauren
Mever, a idfielder who it
Spanish club Real Mallorea for
English Preniership team Ar-
senal,

The
was 110

Cameroon  dominance
surprise as the Lions

African Nations Cup
last Februam  after o thieiller
apamst co-hosts  Nigeria  tha
was settled only through a pen-
alty shootout.

And Mboma, 30, scored in
the final and was one of three

over-age players who helped
Cameroon win the Sydney
Olvinpics football tournament

against Spain, also on penal-
ties,

Although the - striker from
the Atlantic Ocean city of
Douala did not score in the gold
medal match, his cross foreed
the own goal that brought
Cameroon back into the match
after they fell two goals behind.

His professional career be-
gan at French Second Division
club Chateauroux and contin-
ned with Paris Saint Germain.
Metz, Japanese side Gamba
Osaka and then Cagliari and
Parma in [taly.

Previous Cameroon winners
of a poll first held in 1970 were
legendary striker Roger Milla

PATRICK MBOMA
and goalkeeper Thomas Nkono,
who won twice each., and mid-
ficlder Theophile Abega and
striker Jean Manga-Onguene.

THE LIST

. Patrick Mboma (Cameroon] 123 poinits
2. Lauren Meyer (Cameroon) 36
3. Samuel Eto'o (Cameroon) 29
4. Geremil Njitap (Cameroaon) 27
5. Nwankwo Kanu (Nigeria) 2]
6. Noureddine Naybet (Moroccol 20
7. Hossam Hassan (Egypt) 17

8. Shabani Nonda (Democralic
Republic of Congo) 1]
9. Shaun Bartlett (South

Alrica) and Hani Ramzy (Egypt)

~TIFA Lift
McCarthy
ban

ZURICH, Dec 3: The appeal
board for the International
Football Association (FIFA) has
lifted the two-match suspen-
sion handed down to South
African international forward
Benny MeCarthy. who plavs
with Spanish side Celta Vigo,
FIFA announced here Saturday.
reports AFP.

McCarthy was handed the
ban for an "obscene gesture”
and the alleged part he plaved
in the crowd violence, ulti-
mately leading to 13 deaths,
which marred the Zimbabwe-
South Africa World Cup 2002
qualifier on July 9 in Harare.

After scoring a decisive goal
McCarthy celebrated by run-
ning towards the Zimbabwe
support with his finger pointed
to his lips. a itstum which. in

football speak. is generally
meant to silence opposition
supporters.

The crowd reacted badly to
his gesture, subsequently re-
sulting in a crowd surge which
led to 13 deaths and numerous
injuries.

The appeal board quashed
the ban on the grounds that
there "was not sufficient proof
to show that the mcidents were
due to the plaver's gesture”.

Anelka unsure
for Galatasaray

PARIS, Dec 3: Nicolas
Anelka is unlikely to be fit for
Paris Saint Germain's Champi-
ons League tle at Galatasaray
on Wednesday, the striker said
on his website, reports AFP.

‘It's hard to tell with this
damned Injury,” Anelka wrote
of his thigh strain.

"It's not a question of not
wanting to help my mates out, |
can't risk the leg if it's not
right.” he insisted.

“The club doctor will decide,
who Knows, it could all work
out faster than expected and I'll
be able to kick a ball without
any problems.” he explained.

Anelka's  team-mates  will
also hope that he can play
without problems and add to
the four goals in six Champlons
League starts this season,

anl Tamudo (R) of Espanol trying to go past Deportiv
their Primera Liga game on December 2.

Primera Liga

MADRID, Dec 3:
Spanish champions
Deportivo Coruna
knocked Valencia
ofl the top of the
Spanish First Divi
stont with a 2-0  victory at
Espanvol on Saturday. reports
Renters,

Second
Fermando

hall goals
and Dultch
fionnal  striker Roy
ended Espanyol's  six-match
unbeaten run and  sent the
Galician side top on®27 points.
two clear of second-placed Va-
lencia.

Valencia, minus injured
plavinaker Gaizka Mendijeta,
looked short of ideas in attack
and scraped a barely deserved
;’)-I{} draw against Real Vallado-
id.

from
Hiterna-
Makaav

Valladolid's Eusebio Sacris-
tan very nearly marked his
500 league appearance with a
goal 10 minutes from time bul
his fierce volley was brilliantly
saved by Santiago Canizares.

But neither side could break
the deadlock and Valladolid
kept their unbeaten home rec-
ord intact

Real Madrid moved third on
243 points and a game in hand,
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with a 3-2 win at bottom club
Osasuna. ,

Oscar Arpon put the home
side into the lead on 20 min-
utes, but the course of the
match was changed when
Osasuna ‘keeper Nuno was sent
off in the 33" minute.

substitute  Ricardo Sanzol
saved Fermando Hierro's pen-
alty, but five minutes later Raul
levelled for Real. The visitors
went ahead through a well-
taken Fernando Morientes
strike on 57 minutes.

Although Osasuna levelled
10 minutes later after lvan
Campo diverted a Sabino San-
chez strike into his own net,
lvan Helguera gave Real a nar-
row 3-2 victorv as he drilled a
rebound into the net in injury
e,

Barcelona moved fifth on 20
points after they staged a
spectacular recovery to draw 3-
J - an entertaiung encounter
against Celta Vigo.

Celta striker Catanha redis-
covered his goal scoring touch
as he pounced twice in the first
15 minutes to put the home
side comfortablyv ahead.

But a lucky  rebound off
Frank de Boer's head narrowed

0 la Coruna’s Marino Rodrigues ﬁuring

~ AFP photo

the gap four mynutes later.
Catanha then chalked up a first
italf hattrick when he latched

on to a perfect cross from Gns-

tavo Lopez aud headed houe
powerfully on 27 nunntes.
Despite losing keeper Rich-
ardd Durrue!l through a knee
injury at the end of the first
half. Bareelona did not panic.
And two clinical linishes from
Patrick Kluivert on 50 and 62
minutes were enongh to give
the visitors a point.
Free-scoring Rava Vallecano
closed the gap on the leaders
and tooK fourth spot on 22
points after a 4-1 win over
strugglers Racig Santander.
Former Real Miadrid
Helder  Jaune Sanclicz  pul
Racing ahead after just seven
minutes. But Ravo showed no
mercy as they struck back with
oals from Michel (12), Elvir
olic (52) and Mauro Garcia
(81).

The luckless Racing con-
ceded the fourth in injurv-time
as defender Olof Mellbergs
attempted clearance ended up
111 oW1 net.

The result left Andoni
Goiketxea's side one [rom bot-
tom o1 10 points.

Bundesliga

BERLIN, Dec 3:
Hertha Berlin
went top of the
German league on
Saturday after a
2-2 draw against
SO Freiburg and hung on to the
top spot after Bayern Munich
later beat Baver Leverkusen 2-
0. reports AFP.

Leverkusen needed just one
point to overtake Berlin, but
Bayern's giant striker Carsten
Jancker scored in the fifth mi-
nute and Brazilian Giovane
Elber drove in the - second
shortly after half-time.

It was a day to lorget for
Leverkusen - their international
playmaker Michael Ballack was
injured and had to leave the
field and his Brazilian replace-
ment, Robson Ponte, was sent
off for headbutting Bayem's
influential midfhelder Jens
Jeremies.

Leverkusen have now failed
to win against the Bavarian
club since October 1989.

Bayern's win however will

erlin

-

lead o

give them a boost before they
iravel to London to face Arsenal

on Tuesday in the second
phase of the Champions
League.

Berlin and Leverkusen both
have 28 points. but the team
from the capital edged the top
spot because of a superior goal
difference.

Rene Tretschok and Ice-
land's Eyjolfur Sverrisson were
Berlin's scorers, while Georgia's
Levan Kobiashvili scored
Freiburg's equaliser with a
73rd-minute penalty.

Berlin profited from Schalke
04’s demise at V1 Wolfsburg.
where Denmark's Claus Thom-
sen and Charles Akonnor of
Ghana secured a 2:0 win with
second-half goals ending a run
of three successive scoreless
draws between the two sides at
Wolfsburg.

Former European Cup win-
ners Borussia Dortmund con-
tinued their improvement with
a comfortable away win by
beating VIB Stuttgart 2-0. with

Michael Ballack (C) of Baver Leverkusen wins a header
during a Bundesliga fixture against Bayern Munich on

Necember 2

- AFP photo

goals

another

cosmopolitan  strike

lorce. Brazilian Dede and Yugo- .

slav Miroslav Stevic. netting.

Stutigart were left second
bottom from the league.

Elsewhere. VIL Bochuni beat
Eintracht Frankfurt 2-1.

Fog forced the postponement
on Sunday of the match be-
tween Unterhaching and Wer-
der Bremen.

Un Sunday. Kaiserlautern
take on SV Hamburg and Ener-
gie Cottbus clash with Hansa
Roslock.

Scottish Premiership

id--

Celtic back
on track

GLASGOW, Dec 3: Scottish
Premier League leaders Celtic
put their championship bid
back on track on Saturday with
an uninspiring 3-1 victory over
Dunfermline at Parkhead. re-
ports AFP.

Celtic have 48
19 games, 10 more than sec-
ond-placed Hibernian  who
travel to Motherwell on Sunday.

Celtic. who were thrashed 5-
| by Glasgow rivals Rangers
last aveekend answered their
critics in the best possible way
despite going a goal down after
just 45 seconds.

Rob Matthaei evaded the
challenge of Bulgarian Stilian
Petrov to set up Jason Dair.
and the Dunfermline defender's
shot took a wicked deflection off
Johan Mijallby before crashing
into the net.

However, five minutes later
Celtic drew level, Petrov's deep
cross found Slovakian star
Lubomir Moraveik racing in at
the far post and he lashed a left
foot drive past Keeper Marco
Ruitenbeek.

Celtic gradually took control
of the game and gained the lead
when Henrik Larsson hit his
23rd goal of the season. taking
advantage of some indecisive
defending by former Hibernian
defender Justin Skinner.

Celtic were then awarded a
penalty when Bobby Petta was
bundled in the box by Lee Bul-
len but Larsson's spot Kick was
saved by Ruitenbeek.

Ten minutes from time Alan
Thompson's  corner  found
Tommy Johnson who headed
home Celtic's third.

Aberdeen were heaten 2-1 al
home to Kilmarnock who stay
in third spot. just two points
behind Hiberian,

Hearts. meanwhile, host title
holders Rangers at Tynecastle
on Sunday,

points from

- L

eportivo alone atop

but were lucky to come away

e



