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Indla reduces bunkers,

checkposts in Kashmir

~ SRINAGAR. India, Dec 3 :
Indian troops have started reduc-
ing security chec ts in Kash-
mir after New Delhi offered a
ceasefire for the holy Muslim
month of Ramadan, the slate's
pollce chief said today, reports

The Indian army removed siX
checkposts in the border towns of
northern Kashmir recently,
Kashmir police chiel Ashok Suri
said.

"l have asked the army and
paramilitary that we should
remove the barriers in the holy
month of Ramadan to facllitate
the free movement of people.

"Several of the barriers and
road blocks have been removed.
Vehicle checking and frisking has
been stopped.”

Suri, however, pointed out that
although “Combat operations
against militants in the state

stood suspended during the
Ramadan ceaseflire, normal
policing against criminal activi-
ties would continue.”

"Where ever we feel we can
remove the security bunkers we
are doing that, but at several
places locals want us (to be
there), as militants will again
start using our houses as hide-
ouls,” Suri sald.

Border guards have removed
six bunkers from the outskirts of
Srinagar, the state summer capi-
tal, sald R.P Sin%h. Depuly
Inspector General of the Border
Security Force (BSF).

Singh sald BSF troops stopped
vehicles In Srinagar lale Satur-
day to offer water and dates to
Muslim passengers, who broke
their daily fast after sundown.

"When we asked the buses (o
stop most of them thought it was
a routine check but they were

surprised and happy when they
saw our soldiers offering them
water and fruits,” Singh said.

Army and paramilitary lorces
suspended operations against
Muslim militants in  Kashmir
from midnight, November 27, In
line with the one-month ceasefire
announced by Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee,

Most militant groups have
rejected Vajpayee's ceasefire olfer
as propaganda and threatened (o
step up violence against the
securlty forces, but level of vio-
lence has since ebbed.

It is the first time the Indian
government has offered a unilat-
eral ceasefire In Muslim-majority
Kashmir since the launch in
1989 of a separatist insurgency
that has claimed some 34,000
lives,

Examinees clash
with police 1n
Sirajgan):60 hurt

From Our Corrgspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 3: At least 60
mplc including a strate

four invigilators were Injured

in a clash between the outsiders

and police in front of a degree

examination cenlire at

Chandaikona under Raiganj
upazila today.

The trouble began when an
invigilator recovered an answer
script from an examinee at Haji
Wahed Morium College centre.
The answer script was supplied
to the examinee by Railganj

la Juba League secretary
Shahidul Islam.
After the examination, the
upporters of Shahidul Islam
attacked the invigilators and the
istrate.
lice clubbed the outsiders,
fired tear gas shells and bullets to
rescue the  magistrate and
invigilators.

10 mnvi gilators

resign

From Our Correspondent
SIRAJGANJ, Dec. 3: All 10
invigilators of an examination
centre here today resigned saying
they would not be able to dis-
charge their duties during the
remaining degree examinations.
Tendering their resignation to
the Principal and the supervisor
of Jamtali Haji Korop Ali Memo-
the invigilators
showed insecurity as the reason
behind their resignation.

Biman thight
schedules

in disarray

By Special Correspondent
lntemationa] flight schedules
of Bangladesh Biman are in a
disarray as two of its aircraft have
develo mechanical trouble at
fureign airports and another is
gning major m'erhau.lm
abrna airline sources
yesterday

One DC-10 is sitting at Lon-
don's Heathrow airport since
Saturday. Another DC-10 is
g::unded at Karachi airport since

turday

Another DC-10 is undergoing
D-check at Singapore.

The DC-10 that went to Lon-
don on Saturday, is expected to
return home today after repair.
One of its wheels burst during
landing. The DC-10 at Karachi
requires replacement of an
engine. It will take some time. An
engine was sent to Karachi yes-
terday.

Biman has five DC-10-30 and
three Airbus A310 aircraft In its
fleet which connects 25 interna-
tional destinations.

The national flag carrier has

rocured another DC-10 on
ease, which will be pressed into
service soon.

Karwan Bazar

From page 12
other Iftar items.

They exploded at least 20
crackers and fired several gun-
shots and took away Tk two thou-
sand from a pulff seller, the shop-
keepers alleged

People to run helter-
skelter when another gang of the
Karwanbazar area began a coun-
terattack, firing gunshots and
exploding crackers. They however
mana to drive out the attack-
ers with the help of ansars and

sh?g
hen r:(:nlacled Tejgaon

police failed to confirm any
darrest.

Quest

From page 12

Snake bite patients are usually
Lreated as accidental cases in the
hospitals or treated by traditional
healers known as’ as.

According to a survey con-
ducted by a snake-bite study
group of doctors at CMCH, more
than lour persons per 100,000
people fall victims to snake-bite
with a mortality rate of 20 per
cenlt.

The survey conducted In 1995-
96 covered 2] districts in the
country. The highest incidence of
snake bite was in Chittagong and
Barisal divisions (seven per

- 100,000} and most of the victims

were [armers and housewives.

The study said rural ple
usually do not go to thana hospl-
tals for treatment of snake bite
and mostly they seek treatment
from ‘Ozhas.

Dr Falz mentioned that 943
Sniake bite cases were treated in
CMCH since September
1993."Snake bite patients should
rlot &e& frightened and they

be rushud to hospitals,
wlllmut taking to Ozhas”,

He went on, " People should bc
made aware of the avallahllltg
sclentific treatment of snake bite
in hospitals.”

ECs reject

From page 1

reaction on the recent develop-
ments In the Commission had
told newsmen earlier, "Under no
circumstances will there be any
cumpromlse regarding the

appointment of Lionel J Wolner
and the IT experts to the EC pro-
ject. They shall stay until the
work Is mmpltrted 0 one can
remove them.”

The lussle between the CEC
and his deputies surfaced In
August last when the CEC made
the appointments allegedly ignor-
Ing opinions of the three Election
Commissioners. The three coin-
missioners in several meeungs
during the CEC's tﬁ? to the
United States reversed his previ-
ous decisions.

On return home, the CEC
served a note on the three Elec-
tion Commissioners and other EC
officials on November 26 chal-
lenging their decisions taken in
the Commission's meeting during
his absence,

“It is very unfortunate and
unwarranted that the CEC has
been trying to give legitimacy Lo
his illegal decisions by giving
wrong explanation of the Consti-
tution, which had been declared
void by the Commission meel-
ing.” the letter said.

There is no scope lor raising
any question about any dec isions
taken under the chalrmanship of
Abidur Rahman who was nomi-
nated by the CEC to act as the
Chiel Election Commissioner
during his visit to the USA, they
sald in the lelter.

There has been precedence of
Acting Chief Election Commis-
sioner as per the convention and
the decisions taken under the
chairrianshipof Acting CEC weré
considered as those of the Com-
mission, it said. \

In conclusion, the three com-
missioners termed the CECs
constitutional explanatiun as
‘capricious’ and said "an illegal
attempt could not be confirmed
through whimsical explanation of
the Constitution...

The contention of the CEC that
holding of meetings In the
absence of the Chiel Election
Commissioner in the chair can-
not be considered as those of the
Commission is contradictory to
the sprit of the Constitution, law
and the conventions, said the
letter.

They said the Commission in
its meetings had decided to
reverse the decisions taken uni-
laterally and unlawiully by the
CEC and the decision must be
Implemented soon.

e letter noted that an inter-
national consultant was
appointed in the Election Com-
mission Strengthening Pro f:ct
unnecessarily and illegally.
lier an eight-member Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) led by
Dr. Jamilur Reza Chowdhury
successfully completed the pro-
ject specification and other tasks.

It is clear that the persons (the
consultant and his associates),
who are charged with corruption
directly and indirectly, have been
assigned to purchase computer
equipment from abroad.

The Election Commissioners
demanded immediate probe into
the matter so that the public
knows [acts.

They said misuse of public
money would increase |f the
appointment of the consultant Is
not canceled, and the person who
made the appointments will be
held responsible.

Illegal aclivities cannot be
swept under the carpet by giving
untrue and misleading informa-
tion to the press, they noled.

"Many embarrassing information
may come oul if the Commis-
sion's files are reviewed, the letter
sald.

There has been difference of
opinions, bul the Commission [s
the only forum to express views,
different those may be, and the
malters related to the Commis-
slon can be resolved In the Com-
mission meetings, the Election
Commissioners sald.

They hoped that the conten-
tious issue could be resolved
thmu;,h lalks at the appropriate

Khaleda

From page 12
Palestine ﬂnrr St'ﬂﬂ ol Diplo-

matic Core, ambassador and
High Commissioners and diplo-
mais from Saudi Arabla, Pﬂk!—
stan, USA. Australia, Bhutan,
Brunel, Canada, China, Den-
mark, Egypl. France, Germany,
Vatican City, Iran. Iraq. Korea,
Libya, Maiﬂyﬂlm Orocco,
Myanmar, Nepal, The Nether-
lands, Nigeria, The Philippines,
Poland, Qalar, Russia, Sri Lanka,
Sweden, Switzerland, Thalland,
Turkey and United Arab
Emirates, Acting ambassador of
Norway, Acting High Commis-
sioner of UK, Mission chiefl of
Uzbekistan, Ambassador of Euro-
Unfon, and chiefs of ADB,
orld Bank, IMF, UNICEF, WFPO
and UNESCO attended the iftar.

Dhaka Book
Fair begins
In city

The 7th Dhaka Book Fair
began In the city yesterday,
reports BSS,

Finance Minister Shah AM S
Kibria inaugurated the 15-day
fair on Mohammadpur Physlical
Training College premises.

A total of 75 publishing
houses including two from India
are taking part In the fair where
72 stalls and three pavilions have
been set up.

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader, Director ol
Jativa Grantha Kendra N M
Paniruddin Halder and Man-
aging Director ol Universal Press

Limited Mohiuddin Ahmed
spoke on the occasion. Cultural

Secretary Syed Abdur Rab
chaired the function.
Speaking on the occasion

Kibria underscored the need for a
social movement lo create the
habit of reading as well as pub-
lish quality books. "Books are the
prime means of acquiring knowl-
edge,” he observed.

He expressed the hope that
the book fair would help encour-
age the publishers to publish
quality books.

Later, the ministers wenl
round the stalls of the fair.

Alternative roads
to be built 1n
city to ease
traffic jam

In a bid to ease traffic conges-
tion, the government has decided

‘to construct alternative roads in

the city in a month, reports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
meeting with Home Minister
Mohammad Nasim in the chair
yesterday.

The meeting was told that
alternative roads would be con-
structed from Mohakhali to
Moghbazar via Tejgaon,
Baridhara to Rampura, PM office
to Karwan Bazar via Holy Cross
College.

Mavor of Dhaka City Corpora-
tion (DCC) Mohammad Hanif,
Home Secretary MM Reza,
Inspector General of Police, were
among others, present in the
meeting.

The meeting also decided not
to allow setting up of shops and
bazars on the city roads and
cancel the route permits of unfit
vehicles.

Bangladesh, Vietnam
to expand areas

of cooperation

Vietnam and Bangladesh have
agreed to expand cooperation in
different soclo-economic areas
including tourism and cultural
affairs bctween the two coun-
tries, an officlal release said
vesterday, reports BSS.

This was agreed in Hanoi at
the formal talks between the
delegation of Bangladesh led by
Chittagong Hill Tracts Alflairs
Minister Kalpa Ranjan Chakma
and the Vietnamese Minister for
Minority Affairs Hoang Duc Nghi.

The Bangladesh delegation
visited Vietnam from November
27 10 30.

In. response to Chakma's
emphasis on reopening of a
resident Vietnamese diplomatic
mission in Dhaka, the Vietnam-
ese minister said he will commu-
nicate the proposal lo the rele-
vanl authorities. They also dis-
cussed possible areas of coopera-
tion relating to the minority

communities of the two coun-
iries.

Annan to attend
democracy
conference

in Benin

COTONOU, Dec 3 : UN Secre-
lary General Kofl Annan was
scheduled to arrive In Benin late
Sunday ahead of a conference on
new and restored democracles
due (o be altended by represen-
tatives of more than 90 coun-
(ries, reports AFP.

The conference, which opens
Monday In Cotonou, will also be
attended by at least 12 heads of
state, the executive secre of
the reglonal ECOWAS grouping,
Lansana Kouyate, and Boutros
Boutros Ghall, the head of the

Francophonle group of states
and natlons,

b
£

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Saturday visited the historic city of Pompei in Italy which was
destroyed by volcanic eruption nearly 2000 years ago.

-- PID photo

2 army jawans
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girl, but her brother Nazrul was
cunningly left behind at
Bahadurabadghat.

The girl told the Magistrate Lthat
in the train, the jawans raped her
one alter another and tore her
clothes. Finding the situation
unbearable, the girl cried out
when the train reached near the
Islampur station. The army men
pushed the girl out of the slow

moving train.
She managed (o reach
[slampur station and narrated

the whole episode Lo station offi-
cials. They informed the matter (o
Mymensingh station through
telephnne

Information of the Incident
spread rapidly al Mymensingh

station, where people gathered
and walled for the train carrying
the jawans. As the train reached
the station at 6.30 am today
(Sunday), the mob forced 31 army
men out of the train and kept
them confined in the walting
room.

Railway men at Islampur sent
the girl by the following train that
reached Mymensingh station at
11.30 am. But before the train
arrived with the girl, army offi-
cials from t(he cantonment
secured release of the army men
at 10.30am.

The incldent has caused a slir
in the district town, but a certain
quarter Is trying to divert atten-
tion by branding the victim as a
prostitule.

Samonnoy Committee
to lay siege to
Pak embassy

on December 7

Jativa Samonnoy Committee
will lay siege to the Pakistan
Lﬂlba‘ﬁ'&’ on December 7 demancdl-
ing unconditional apology from
the Pakistan government for the
recent audacious comments ol a

Pakistani diplomat on the War of

Liberation of Bangladesh, reports
BSS.

Activists of the Samonnoy
Committee will assemble at the
Gulshan-1 crossing at 2 pm on
the day to march towards the
ernbassy with buge procession, a
press reledse said yesterday.

Convenor ol the committee
Sved Hasan Imam and other
leading figures of the Samonnoy
Committee will lead the proces-
sion,

Arrested BSF men
handed owver

CHAPAINAWABGAN.J, Dec 3:
Two BSF Intruders were caught

by ‘-.!“st‘l‘H while trying to steal
cows at West Anparpur in
Gomostapur border area were
returned alter a flag meeling,
reports UNB.

BDR said the BSF armed men
identified as Krishan Kumar and
Ara Kumar in plainclothes
entered into the area and lired
blank shots to scare the larmers
working in the field and tried to
steal cows on Nov 27.

But at one stage the villagers
overpowered them and handed
them over to BDR of Hangdhari
BOP.

A flag meeting was held on the
following day on request .ol the
BSF ol Ashrafpur camp and the
two men were returned.

| described

Training course
on cyber
journalism
begins

A t"iw-dﬁj.f CPU Ltgaining course
on "Cyber journalism how to
exploil the Internet” kicked off
yesterday at the PIB cyber corner,
reports UNB.

Some 20 journalists are taking
part in the course being con-
ducted by the renowned Ausltra-
lian cyber journalist Pieter
Wessels.

The main course will be fol-
lowed by a one-day condensed
version 1o accommodate almost
an equal number of journalists
who did not secure a berth in the
main course.

The course was inaugurated
by Jusltice Habibur Rahman
Khan. Chairman, Bangladesh
Press Council and was
addressed, among others, by
Amanullah Khan, UNB Chairman
and Treasurer CPU (Common-
wealth Press Union) Bangladesh
Section, Kazi Shahed Ahmed,
Editor, Ajker Kagoz and Chair-
man BSP, the course facilitator,
Pieter Wessels and PIB oflicials.

Justice Habibur Rahman
Khan in his inaugural address
[ree and fair press as
the cornerstone of democracy
and human rights adding that the
freedom of expression and speech
are established through the
media which forms the {ourth
pillars of the democratic polity.

He stressed that the press
freedom constitutes the most
important Ireedom that guaran-
tees other freedoms.

He also mentioned that
Internet gives (he journalists
much needed lead as to what may
be regarded as vital and useful |

' information.

Participants of the People's Health Assembly placed flowe
yesterday.

PHA delegates

visit Savar

Smriti
Shoudha

Hundreds of International
delegates to the People’s Health
Assembly (PHA 2000) at Savar
laid llowers at the site ol the Jatio
Smiriti Shoudha (Natlonal Mar-
tyrs Memorial) to honour of the
heroes of its Liberation War in
197 1. reports BSS.,

Same with the spirit as that of
the martyrs, the PHA 2000 partic-
ipants pledged to fight on till the
noble goals of providing health for
all was achieved throughout the
world. Arabs, Alricans, Europe-
ans, Americans and Aslans joined
logether to make the people's
health movement a truly global
one, a press release said.

The live-day Health Assembly
begins In Savar today.

The delegates marched from
the Gonoshasthaya Kendra Lo the
national monument In a colourful
procession yesterday, Solldarity
of people resisting globalisation
was the malin theme of march.

The demands of the PHA 2000
participants locused on making
the health and well-being of peo-
ple, the centre of all national and
international polley making.

rs at the Jatiya Smriti Soudha at Savar

-- Star photo

Autarky
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presence of dilferent contami-
nants in their seeds stock. The
problems reported by farmers in
order of importance are presence
of soll particles (65 per cent),
mixtures with weed seeds (57 per
cent), mixture with seeds dam-
aged by insects (45 per cent),
mixture with seeds of other vari-
etles (43 per cent) and mixture
with discoloured seeds (42 per
cent).

In general, [armers are con-
cerned about seed quality and are
quite knowledgeable ol Lhe condl
tions that alfect seed quality.
Lack of care in threshing, drying,
weeding and storing affects H*t‘fl
quality. Irrigation coverage, land
fragmentation. farmers’ educa-
tlon also matter.

Experts say that the rate of

seed replacement is very poor In
Hdllj..,] wdesh., In some cases,
farmers retain thelr seeds from
harvests tor year aller vear. As a
result, vields decline. The govern-
ment's 1993 Seed Policy acknowl-
edged that country needed qual-
Ity seeds Lo Increase iis agricul-
tural output.

The main roadblocks in the
development of seed enterprises
are inadequale linancing, Insulfl-
clent storage facilities, poor tech-
nical knowledge, lack of seed
processing lactlities and shortage
ol breeder and foundation seeds,

Talking to The Dally Star an
Agriculture Ministry official said
the government would give prior-
ily o setting a standard for seed
health because Improved quality
held the future of agriculture in
the country.

HC 1ssues suo

motu rule on DC.,
DM of Naogaon

The High Court vesterday
Issued a suo motu rule upon the
Deputy Commissioner (DC) and
District Magistrate (DM) ol
Naogaon (o explain why they
should not be directed to take
action as required by law con-
cerning a report ol “fatwa” pub-
lished in daily Banglabazar
Patrika on December 2, reporls
BSS.

The High Court Division Bench
comprising Justice Mohammad
Gholam Rabbani and dJustice
Nazmun Ara Sultana issued the
suo motu rule on the basis ol the
report In Banglabazar Patrika
under the caption "The Fate of
house wife Shahida to be deter-
mined today at Naogaon village by
fatwabaz".

The court also directed the DC
and DM of Naogaon to appear in
person and produce the said
fatwabaz, Hajl Azizul Haque,
before the court at 10.30 am on
December 14.

Banglabazar Patrika reported
that Shahida wife of Satful (Son of
Golam Mostafa) of village Atitha
(n Kirtipur Union Parishad under
Saclar upazila of Naogaon, was
forced to marry her husband's
paternal cousin Shamsul on the
plea that her marriage had been
dissolved upon so-called fatwa
given by Haji Azizul Haque.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
has strongly protested what she
called killing of her party activists
in Fenl, burning their houses and
looting property by lerrorists
belonging to ruling Awaml
League.

In a statement yesterday, the
Leader of the Opposition in Par-
lHament sald the terrorists let
loose a reign of terror there since
AL came Lo power.

They are also killing opposition
activists in other areas, Over 400
leaders and activists of BNP and
its front organisations have been
killed by armed activists of the
ruling party since it assumed
power, she claimed.

They have crossed all limits In
Fenl. They are also kidnapping
BNP activists from different areas
of the district and assaulting
women. Such incidents take
place regularly, forcing many
people to leave homes, the former
prime minister said.

Referring to Friday's incident
in Fenli, she said 70 to 80 armed
cadres of AL gathered at Sonagazi

The Baily Ftarl 1

Situation crossed
all limits

in Feni: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Bazar and then attacked Char
Chandina village. The terrorists,
divided into two groups, fired
shots Indiscriminately and
torched houses and shops.

They fired on local BNP leader
Zainal Abedin and chopped him
to death. Juba League and
Chhatra League activists set fire
to 20 houses and shops. Eighteen
people were bullet-hit In the
massacre, she said.

While returning, they killed
another BNP activist named
Joynal, whose body was recov-
ered later.

She claimed that the DIG of
police of Chittagong Division was
present at Sonagazl police station
when the massacre was done.
This proves that

police and the local adminis-
tration are cooperating with
ruling party in its activities In
Fenl.

Khaleda Zia demanded a judi-
cial inquiry into Friday's incident
and exemplary punishment of
those Involved in it.

From page |

Ershad’'s atlorney to obtain a
copy of the audlo cassette con-
taining the conversation, which
was submitted to the Bench by
the ManabJamin.

Hossain pleaded that he was
not certain whether the tape
contained his client's conversa-
tion fully. or whether it was
spiced with others’ voices.

As a former president, Ershad
had talked with many people.
Unless he hears it, he can not say
with whom Ershad had talked
and what exactly was the conver-
sation, Hossainpleaded. T h e
court observed that Ershad could
have spoken to a judge since he

e

had appointed many people.

It was opposed by Altorney
General Mahmudul Islam and
Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud,
representing the Manab Jamin.

The court order followed hear-
ing of a contempt rule on the
Manab Jamin which published
on September 20 a report based
on the conversation between
Ershad and the judge.

'he Bench had also served a
show cause notice upon Ershad
asking him why contempt pro
ceedings would not be drawn
against him for tryving to influence
the course ol justice.

Juslice L;mfur Rahman, a

Ershad's lawyer

judge of the High Court, resigned
last month after the notice was
served on Ershad. The resigna-
tion took place belore the court
could take a decision whether to
proceed with contempt proceed-
ings against the judge.

Later. the same Bench noled
that contempt charges could be
drawn against a sitting judge as it
was not vel informed whether the
resignation was accepled.

The court will hear today the
reply on a show cause notice
served on a retired judge. Juslice
Naimuddin Ahmed, asking him
why contempt proceedings would
not be drawn against him for his
remarks about the judiciary. The
remarks, based on the Manab
Jamin report, were published in
the Ittelaqg, the Sangbad and the
Janakantha recently. Justice
Naimuddin Ahmed is now a mem-
ber ol the Law Commission.

Subsequently, show cause
notices were also served on the
Manab Jamin and the other three
newspapers. Barring
Janakantha, others complied
with the notices.

Editor ol the Janakantha and
the reporter concerned appeared
before Lhe cpun vesterday

The Janakantha will. give
aubn.smu i on December 10.

is

" India to step up actions
against Assam rebels

GUWAHATI, India, Dec 3
India’s armed forces will step up
their actions against separatist
groups in northeastern Assam
state, where guerrillas Killed up
to 75 people last month, officials
said today, reporis AFP.

Top Indian officials and army
and paramilitary commanders
met in the state capital of
Guwahati on Sunday fo plan the
unified military action against
various separatist groups in oil-
rich Assam.

"From now on, the armys
presence will be more visible and
dominant in wvulnerable areas
with a view to reassuring the
people against militant attacks,”
said Leutinent General Mahesh
Vij, chief of a unified command.

The meeting came in the wake
of a string of massacres by sepa-
ratist guerrillas last month. At
least 75 people, mostly non-
Assamese traders, were gunned
down in the wave of militant-led
altacks.

'We cannot guard every inch of
Assam despite our best eflorts.”
Vij said. He accused Pakistan ol
backing the shadowv regional
guerrillas groups.

New Delhi plans lo deploy an

additional 3,000 paramilitary
soldiers for the stepped-up
acton.

“We want more personnel to
fan out across the state to instil
confidence among the people’,

Power situation
From page |
deprived the country ol another

210MW for some Ume. sources
said.
The power situation started

improving Saturday night when
Ghorasal-6 along with Ghorasal-
4 and Ashuganj-3 resumed power
generation. Bul Ashuganj-4 with
a capacity of 150MW remained
inoperative till last night, SOUrces
added.

PDB's production target for the
day was 2.422MW against a
countrywide demand of
2.600MW, its control room said
last night.

When contactled last night, the
DESA control room said that PDB
was providing them with more
than 950MW and there was
scheduled load-shedding In IS
command areas veslerday.

Svihet Gas, Shahjibazar Gas
Turbine-3, Fenchuganj Gas
Turbine-2, Fenchuganj-Steam,
Khulna Barge Mounted Power
Plant-1, Khulna- 1 10MW, Raujan
1 and 2, Ghorashal-3, Ashugan|-
4, Ashuganj] Gas Turbine-1,
Ashugan] Combined Cvcle Power
Plant Steam and Siddhirgan}-50
MW are the ones still out of opera-
tions.

Assam police chief Hare Krishna
Deka said.

"We have already deployed a
number of our trainee policemen
to combat terrorism,” Deka said.

More than 10,000 people have
been Killed in Assam during the
past decade of insurgency

More killings

From page 1
thing to do with the Killings at
Gopibagh.

Both incidents took place
inside flat at the dead of night and
the killings were execuled in the
same way; Killers used firearms
and sharp weapons and kept the
bodies inside the flat before lock-
ing it.

Meanwhile, the pattern of
police investigation has changed
following the arrest of two youths
in Khulna and statement of the
owner of the flat. He told police
that Suman. who rented the
house in the [irst week of Novem-
ber, is not among the two victims.

Khalishpur police in Khulna on
Friday arrested two youths iden-
tified as Suman and Liton.

Sub-Inspector of Khilgaon
thana Delwar Kabir left Dhaka for
Khalishpur Saturday night to
bring the two young men to the
capital. Police will interrogate
them soon after they reach
Dhaka.

Police will also summon the
landlord to identity whether the
arrested person is Suman.

Meanwhile, no-one went to the
Khilgaon police station or Dhaka
Medical College Hospital morgue
to claim the decomposed bodies
of the two young men till yester-
dav.

Ghorasal.
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ber 8 last vear. the plant
remained inoperative for nearly
624 hours.

Since it began commercial
operations. the unit has gener-
ated power lor 515 days and the
loss incurred so far due to ‘tempo-
rary' shutdowns is in the tune of
Tk 76 crore (at TK 2.50 per kilo-
walt-hour), according Lo sources,

Moreover, during this period of
poor performance the unit could
barely reach its peak capacity
and whenever It did it resulted in
undue tripping in most cases.

Due to ‘hydrogen leakage
during the last six months of
disturbance, the authorities had
to shut down the unit several
times, said another PDB official.

The unit restored generating
power about two and a hall
months ago alter local experts
solved the problem and it had
been generating 210 MW power
quite smoothly till it tripped again

on December 2, he said.
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