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shes the trust which an individ-
ual can expect, either from the
sublic whom he serves, his
epe t or his peers. Unfortu-
pately, the public's confidence in
the law enforcing agencles, spe-

-.'J" ‘the police as a whole is

_ ysuch as this clearly dimin-
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grossl ected by a demon-
bers. Corruption, malprac-
tice and abuse of law and proce-

d lack of integrity by its

e of the police and related intel-
gence and Investigating agen-
elr members are involved
ure, rape and death in

2,

custody, cruelty to women and

harassment of women
and what not. Yet impunity for
law enforcers the fallure to bring.
responsible for heinous
ps  Is endemic. A successful
tion to be brought against
alleged member of law enforc-

requires a combina-
of extraordinary circum-
. Continuing media atten-
public vigilance, a pro-active
are not enough for
the culture of impunity.

R -

- Proper investigation and efficient
prosecution Is a sine-qua-non for

- such trial. And combining all

those conditions against the law-

enloreing agency, is no doubt, the
raresl occasion to happen.

Defining Impunity
- For too long the law enforcing
been literally

3 m'a have
o get away with viola-

tions of human rights. The term
~ Impunity covers a wide range of
- sltuation: lack of punishment, of
B tigation. ol justice, the pos-
~ sibility of commitung crimes -
- from common robberies to rape,
- torture, murders - without having
~ 1o face, much less suffer. any
- punishment. And therefore, the

it approval of the morality

‘of these crimes. Forgiving and
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- governments.
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Issue of torture has elfectively

forgetting without remembering -

or remembering too well, but not
j - that what is forgotten will
repeated. As thus what is done

Africa and Latin America it
becomes a cullure, a viclous
circle, which breeds further viola-
tions of rights, both legal and
human. The situation becomes
worse In case of criminal justice
systermn. Most of the human rights
violations, carried out by different
state agencies and people in
power, are confidential in nature.
Generally thelr places of occur-
rence are shielded from public
scrutiny. Evidence, which is vital
to the successful prosecution and
conviction of the human rights
violators. Is routinely concealed
by the state agencles, The fate of
investigation ol such violations
often beconmes uncertain due (o
the inaction, Inelfectiveness, or
complicity of the Investigating
authority. As an obvious conse-
quence, prosecution of the crimi-
nals in uniformm becomes highly
unlikely.

Factors Contributing to
the Growth of Impunity
in Bangladesh

There are several direct and
indirect lactors that facilitate the
breeding of impunity within the
law enforcing agencies ol Bangla-
desh:

1. Legal Provisions/ Practices

Code of Criminal Procedure
1898

The Code of Criminal Proce-
dure deals with some ol the cru-
cial procedural elements of the
power and function of the police.
Chapter V of the Code particu-
larly deals with procedure and
mode of arrest of which section 54
is of utmost important. It grants
police almost unlimited power of
arrest any person on reasonable
suspicion without warrant on
nine grounds. Practically, it is
being indiscriminately abused by
the police and as application of
this section fraught more with
ulterior motives than prevention
of crimes and or arrest of persons
suspected of having committed or

Amnesty International Report

Bangladesh: Reg;

many years.
; al of Bail and Granting of
Remand:
lllegal action of the police
nnel, In most cases, are
either authorised or endorsed by
a magistrate. Refusal to grant ball
to a person accused of a bailable
offence at the instance of police Is
an example police-magistrate
joint collaboration. Section 167 of
the Code allows the magistrate to
nt police remand In custody
ond 24 hours for a total period
of 15 days on request from the
police aller s/he satisfied that
there are grounds for believing
that the accusation or Informa-
tion Is well founded” (167.1). The
term ‘remand’ Is practically syn-
onvmous with torture for extract-
ing confession. Refusal of ball
and granting of remand Is an
instance ol police-magistrate
joint collaboration. which at the
end Inspires the law enforcers to
flout the legal saleguards more
easily.
Safe Custody:

Sending female victims of
crimes specially of sex olfences to
prison in the name of safe cus-
tody under section 100 of the
Cr.P.C. is another glaring
Instance of abuse. Instances are
not rare that women In sale cus-
tody of Bangladesh jails are vio-
lated and killed by those who are
supposed to protect them.

Special Powers Act 1974

An arrest under section 54 is
often a prelude lo issuance of
delention order under the Special
Powers Act (SPA). The SPA allows
the authorities to detain any
person on eight grounds, vague
enough to detain any person.
Such detention can extend to six
months, and may extend bevond
this period, if so sanctioned by
the Advisory Board. The use and
abuse of the SPA in the name of
protecting security interests have
resulted in steady pattern of
human rights violations.

Metropolitan Police Ordinances

There are four Metropolitan
Police Ordinances. the contents
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ORTURE has been
widespread in Bangladesh
under successive
Neither
governments nor the opposition
parties past and present have
shown serious determination to
confront the practice and prevent

Each government's failure to
address torture has constituted a
failure to fulfil Bangladesh's
obligations under the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
the Constitution to provide dura-
ble and effective protection from
torture to the people in the coun-
Lry.

Each party's inaction on the

- contributed Lo the continuation of
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‘this endemic human rights viola-

. By signing the Convention
‘against Torture and other Cruel,

- Inhuman or Degrading Treat-

mn safeguarding a most
: ental right of the people in

‘ment or Punishment in October

1998, Bangladesh has committed

s territory. that is freedom from

- torture. Government authorities

~ have therefore a clear obligation

X
L

W ensure that people are pro-

from torture.

- The eradication of torture in
i-*-ﬁfn‘lgladesh demands deter-

mined action from the govern-

T

“ment: it also demands active
Support and participation from

~ leaders of politcal parties. Sadly,

~ Relther governments. nor the

¢
¥

itcal parties In Bangladesh
haye shown a determination to
dddress (orture.

Elected representatives partic-
ularly have a duty to protect the
Interests of thelr constituency.

the rights of their constituents,
and the rule of law in their area.

It is the role of Parllamentarians
to lead their country towards

. better enjoyment of fundamental
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human rights. to press the gov-
ernments (o prolect people
against torture and other human
" rights violations.

- The report Is based on Inter-
- vlews with victims of (orture
conducted In Bangladesh during
_@a mission In May 2000 as well as
information gathered by Amnesly
dnternational on torture over a
lumber of years.

Al governments should ratify
Mernational (nstruments con-
ining safeguards and remedies
afainst torture. Including the
iMemational Covenant on Civil
0 Political (ICCP) rights and Its
Jptional Protocol which provides
for individual complaints.
ATnestly International Is encour-
Aged 1o note that the ICCP was
the Government of
on 6 Seplember

Failure of all governments in
Bangladesh to prevent torture

As the following extracts from
Amnesty International's annual
reports show, ill-treatment and
torture has been an endemic
problem in Bangladesh under
successive governments since the
inception of the country as an
independent state. Sadly. none of
the country’'s governments has
demonstrated a clear determina-
tion to combat torture.

From independence (1971) to
1975 : There were reports of
torture and lll-treatment of the
detainees particularly by Rakkhi
Bahini, a para-military force
operating as a law enforcing
agency during the early years of
Bangladesh's formation as an
independent state. At least one of
these reports reached the

Supreme Court In 1974 in the

t
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form of a habeas corpus petition
on behalfl of Shahjahan, an 18-
year-old boy who died allegedly
as a result of torture while in the
custody of Rakkhi Bahini. A
division bench of the Supreme
Court ruled in favour of the peti-
tion. The government reportedly
pleaded that they could not pro-
duce Shahjahan as he was no
longer In custody and the court,
faced with limited jurisdiction,
recommended that the govern-
ment  sel up a commission of
Inquiry o eslablish the truth
about the circumstances in
which Shahjahan died and his
whereabouts as there were cred)-
ble reports that Shahjahan had
been arrested by Rakkhi Bahini.
From 1975 to 1985 : Amnesty
International recelved persistent
reports of torture, i-treatment
and deaths in custody allegedly
as a result of lorture, Some
related to abuses of civilians as
well as political suspects in the
miilitary while belng interrogated
by the ariy as a means of oblain-
ing confessions prior to their trial
by military tribunals. Allegations

on Torture and _Impunity

of lll-treatment of political prison-
ers in 1976 and 1977 included
severe beatings and burnings
with cigarettes during periods of
interrogations, particularly in
Dhaka Cantonment and the
National Security Intelligence
interrogation centres. Other
allegations during the early
1980s related to several cases of
death in police custody and in
prison, reportedly as a result of
lorture. In several cases political
prisoners

1986 to 1995 : Scores of pris-
oners arrested in connection with
criminal offences died as a result
of police torture. Two of the vic-
tims In 1986 were said to be aged
17. The post-mortem on
Mohammad Ashiqul Islam. a
school student, noted that his
death was caused by a brdin
haemorrhage and injuries "which
are...homicidal in nature”. An
inquiry into his death was con-
ducted by an army officer and a
magistraie, and in July three
police officers at the station
where he had been held were
dismissed. When such Incidents
gained public altention, the
authorities announced that they
had established Investigations
either by police officials or by a
magistrate. However, information
on the findings of the investiga-
tions and action taken as a result
was rarely made public. Abu
Sayed Moksedul Hug Rintu, a
student from Barisal, had died In
November 1987, reportedly as a
result of beatings In pre-trial
detention in Barisal Jail. A post-
mortem found that he had died of
head Injuries, noting evidence of
blows on his neck, head and
back. In 1998, following a private

prosecution, police officers were
convicted of the murder of
Sahfiqul Islam, a 17-year-old

school student who had ™ died In
police custody in October 1986
alter he had been held for three
days In Dhaka police station. The
police officers were sentenced (o
10 years' Imprisonment and a
fine In the first case known to
Amnesty International in which
police have been prosecuted in
connection with the death of a
prisoner in custody.

A case was also brought In
1988 against a police offlcer from
Babuganj district, who was sen-
tenced to two years' Imprison-
ment and a fine for torturing a
woman In custody. Two sisters
were reportedly raped by police
officers In Chittagong In August
1989 when they went 10 the police
station to file a complaint. One
prisoner, Shahidul Islam report-
edly had extensive 1naur1es and
was unable to speak when he was
taken to hospital from Katwali

L s o, o .

under the ordinance or any other
laws or regulations.

Public Safety Act 2000

This brand new addition to the
armoury of repressive laws and
regulations has already proved to
be a successful weapon for
harassing people for their politi-
cal activism or conviction. It
denies certain categories of

detainees the right to appeal for
release on bail,

tion R

The judiclal system has made
No progress In proseculing cases
of police abuse. For Instance, the
death of two girls In police cus-
tody in 1995 and 1997 had cre-
aled widespread public outrage.
Bul in one case, the accused
police olficlals were [reed for lack
of sufflicient evidence”. The
acquittal was given to the four

—
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Habibun Nabi Sohel. His torture began from the time of his arrest

2. Ineffective Investigation

Sadly investigations into
human rights violations are
carried out by the very agency
whose embers were responsible
for the abuse. Police, the princi-
pal law-enforeing agency, has no
separale division having trained
personnel [or investigation.
Financial constraint, lack of
necessary logistics and appropri-
ate training aggravate the situa-
tion.

3. Covering up of Evidence
Unlawful detention practices-
such as denying detainees access

police ollicials accused In the
Seema rape and murder case by
the judge of a special court. The
court was constituted under
Women and Child (Special Provi-
sions) Act 1995 on July 13, 1997.
On August 3, 1998, the govern-
ment lodged an appeal against
the acquiltal, Earlier on July 24,
1997, a human rights organisa-
tion (BSEHR) filed a complaint
before the Special Court in
Chittagong alleging that three
investigative police olficers had
willfully concealed and destroyed
necessary evidence to prolect
their accused colleagues in the

on ad-interim balls. Later on
three police officials were charge-
sheeted in the Chittagong Fourth
Additional District and Session
Judge Court on March 5, 2000, In
another development, the
Chittagong Chiel Metropolitan
Court on September 11 ordered a
judicial probe in to the Seema
murder case and appointed a
magistrate for his purpose.

In the Yasmin murder case, the
government appealed in Febru-
ary 1998 against the judgement
acquitting the eight accused,
including police officers, for
concealing and destroying evi-
dence during Investigation Into
the case In 1995. The courl con-
victed four policemen for raping
and killing Yasmin. Their appeals
are still pending.

In both the cases, country's
criminal justice system, at differ-
ent stages, has showed its apathy
to try the accused in uniform.

5. Inadequate and Irregular
Disciplinary Regime
Regular administrative and

disciplinary sanction is impor-

tant for maintaining the institu-
tional integrity of any law-
enforcing agency. The Police Acl

1861, Police Regulations of Ben-

gal 1943 and Metropolitan Police

Ordinances empower the hierar-

chy ol the police to lake cerlain

disciplinary measure against
unruly members of the force.

Melropolitan Police Ordinances

have also a number of provisions

lor laking disciplinary measures.

The problem lies with application

of such provision prolessionally

without any political or other
interference.

6. Complicity of Colleagues

Professional sense of belo-
ngingness among the law enforc-
ers discourage members of law
enforcing agencies to speak up
against their ‘accused col-
leagues’. Important evidence is
concealed by the members of the
law enforcing agencies to save
their accused lellows.
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police slation, Jessore district, in
June. He died the next day. A
police officer in Jessore was
sentenced o seven years' rigor-
ous imprisonment in February
1989 for causing a prisoner's
death through torture. Police
severely beat people during strike
and some arrested demonstra-
tors were reportedly tortured.
Nurul Islam Hoan, a leader of the
left-wing five-party alliance was
arrested during a strike called by
the alliance in August. He suf-
fered a fractured leg and hand
allegedly as a result of severe
beatings inflicted while he was in
custody. A private prosecution
was brought against the six police
officers allegedly involved, but the
outcome was not known by the
end of the year.

Wazed Ali, a rickshaw-puller,
died in custody in February 1990
at Kotwali police station, Jessore,
reportedly alter a severe beating.
His death was followed by clashes
between protesters and police
during which at least four people
died. The police said that Wazed
All had committed suicide, but
they apparently disposed of his
body themselves.

Al leasl two journalists were
beaten by riot police when they
took photographs during a dem-
onstration in July 1992. About
50 other journalists were injured,
some seriously, when police
broke Into the National Press
Club in Dhaka and opened fire. At
least 12 people were reported to
have dled as a result of torture in
1992, In July 1993, a 13-year old
street child, Mohammad
Shawkat, was allegedly raped by
two police constables in Dhaka.
The constables were suspended,
but no charges were known to
have been brought against them.

rture

InJanuary 1993, Rustam Ali died
in a police station in Sylhet alleg-
edly following torture; he had
been arrested the same day and
was reportedly in good health. No
investigation was known to have
been undertaken. During demon-
strations police often indiscrimi-
nately beat peaceful protesters.

In July 1994, police Injured
some 15 journalists in
Chittagong who were covering a
rally. Over 40 people died in
police and judicial custody alleg
edly as a result of torture in 1994,
In August 1995, 14-vear-old
Yasmin Akhter died alter three
police olficers in Dinajpur had
reportedly raped and injured her.
They had reportedly given her a
lift in a police van and later
dropped her dead body by the
roadside. Police claimed she had
died when she jumped from the
van. Following public protests
aboul the altempted cover-up,
three police officers were sus-
pended and charged. A judicial
inquiry submitted its report to the
government in October but it
was not made public.

From 1996 to present: Torture
was as widespread as in previous
periods. At least 13 prisoners
reportedly dled in custody in
1996 following torture. Hun-
dreds more were subjected to
beatings. In January 1996, police
reportedly beal scores ol stu-
dents during a raid on the
Jagannath Hall students resi
dence at Dhaka University. Incl-
dents of rape in custody by secu-
rity lorces continued to be
reported. Police [requently beat
anti-government demonstrators.
and jfournalists covering demon
strations during this period.

In February, I18-yvear-old
Shima Chowdhury died In

Chittagong Jail where she was
being held in so-called "sale cus-
tody" during an investigation
into her alleged rape in police
custody in October 1996. In July
1997, four police officers accused
of raping Shima Chowdhury were
acquitted by a trial court in
Chittagong. The judge reportedly
criticised the prosecution for
presenting a weak case. The
government appealed against
the decision, following an outcry
from women's groups and human
rights organisations. In August
1997, three police officers were
found guilty of the rape and
murder of 14-year-old Yasmin
Akhter in 1995 and senlenced to
death.

In July 1998, Shamim Reza
Rubel a student was allegedly
beaten to death in police custody
five hours alfter being arrested at
his home in Dhaka. According to
the autopsy report he sullered a
brain haemorrhage. Following an
investigation by the Criminal
Investigation Deparument, 13
policemen and a local Awami
League leader were charged In

connection with his death. A
judicial Inquiry into the case
confirmed that Shamim Reza

Rubel's death was not accidental,
although the ull [indings of the
commission were nol made
publie. Custodial violence against
women continued to be reported.
In the wider community, hun
dreds of women and girl children
were scarred and maimed in acid
allacks and scores of others were
murdered in dowry-related incl
dents.

This is an edited part of the
Amnesty International’s report on
‘Bangladesh: Torture and Impu
nity.

From Law Desk ...

A Critical Note

The Amnesty International Report on '"Torture and Impunity' attempts to cover the saga of
torture prevalent in Bangladesh for last 29 years. It is unusual for Amnesty International,
which generally focuses on recent patterns of human rights violations. Why did Amnesty try
fo summarize the trends of 29 years when the atrocity and torture committed by the police is
comparatively a recent phenomenon? "For Bangladesh, this is the election year and we
don't want our report to be used as a campaign tool by any political party against any par-
ticular regime", replied Abbas Faiz, researcher, Asia Region Program South Asia. If anyone
looks into Amnesty's nature of such specialized reporting apart from its annual global
report, he or she could hardly substantiate this reply. The report is vocal against section 54
of the Code of Criminal Procedure 1898 and the Special Powers Act 1974 but regarding the
infamous Public Safety Act 2000 it only mentions "...the Public Safety (Special Provisions)
Act, which denies certain categories of prisoners the right to appeal for release on bai'." In
its recommendations to the Government of Bangladesh, Amnesty requests for establishing
"elear and enforceable safeguards against abuse of administrative detention procedures
resulting in torture, such section 54 of the Cr.P.C. and the Special Powers Act" but it keeps

mum on the Public Safety Act. The report is not up-to-date either. In many cases it failed to
trace the latest developments of particular case studies.

national human rights
commission has not yet been
established thou a project
titled ‘Institutional Development
of Human Rights in Bangladesh'’
supported by the UNDP has been
rurming since 1995,

8. Political Use of Law
Enforcers

Using law enforcing agencies
for even petty political purposes
and curbing political
programmes harms institutional
impartiality and Integrity and
breaks their chain of command.
The present state of police amply
exemplifies this statement. It also
sends the message to them that
they will get away with even grue-
some violation of law In return of
Lhelir political use and loyalty.

9. Unaccountable Intelligence
Agencies

There are a number of intelli-
gence agencies operating In the
country to prolect internal or
national security. National Secu-
rity Intelligence (NSI), Direclorate
Ceneral Forces Intelligence
(DGFI). Special Branch (SB). and
Speclal Security Force (SSF) have
their specific agenda for action.

The NSI. DGFI, and SSF are
directly accountable only to the
Prime Minister. The NSI was

created by a cabinet decision in
1972: it has no siatutory basis.
The SB is a part of the police and
reports to the Home Ministry.

These agencles, in fact, enjoy
wide governmental power and
sanciion. They are intensely
involved in the application of
national security legislations. In
many cases, delainees are kept in
the custody of the Intelligence
agencies lor interrogation pur-
poses. Lack of accountability,
transparency and monitoring
and using them for political pur-
pose has placed tem beyond the
reach of the law.

Breaking the Cycle
of Impunity

[he alarming trend of torture,
rape and dealh in the hands of

prosecuted. It encou

to follow the suit, as the criminal
juslice syslem Is open Lo manipu-
lation by the agencies.

The law enforcement agencies
must be free from all sorts of
political interference. The laws
regulating their formation, con-
duct and discipline have to be
updated to cope with the ¢
scenario. Investigation work of
such agencies has lo be sepa-
rated from their day-to-day rou-
tine work. The investigation of the
personnel accused ol any crime
must be done by a separate,
independent agency. A pro-actve
role ol the criminal justice system
of the country can make a signifi-
canlt difference. Establishing an
independent "National Human
Rights Commission’ and an 'Of-
fice of Ombudsman’ can improve
the existing situation further.

The government should abro-
gate legislation leading to Impu-
nity for those responsible for
grave violations of human rights
such as torture and prosecute
such violations, thereby provid-
ing a farm basis for the rule of
law. All those who are concerned
with the arrest, detention. and
custody of the people, particu-
larly of the poor and vulnerable
sections of the society must
strictly implement the constitu-
tional and legal protections and
safeguards. It is necessary that
the guardians of law and Lhe
custodians of lock-ups and
prison houses should be made
aware of the constitutional and
legal rights of the people. At the
same lme, il Is of exiremely
importance (o break the cycle of
impunity: olherwise people’s
confidence in the law enforcing
agencies will be tolally shattered.

This is an abridged version of a
working paper presented at an

open discussion on Tmpunity of

Law Enforcing Agencies’ held on
27 October 2000 organised by
Odhikar (n co-operation with
Bangladesh Freedom Foundaiwm

noble cause.

five hundred
uting at least one
you would need
dozen. each of
willing to pay in
lac taka or more.

Where would
tors get their ten
from? You would
five millionaire- |
fifty five persons |
taka each.

Lets assume
fiscal vear these §
butors, altler
sO much extra
are willing to
taka each. ‘To

record their names., a

Who will contribute to
the "Ershad Fund"?

by Dr Shahdeen Malik |

After the Appellate Division's imposition of the fine, we all now
know that the required sum is five and a half crore taka no small
amount for most, though probably not for Ershad’s supporters. For
them, understandably, raising the required amount is clearly a

One can not blame the faithful for doing evervthing and there iIs
nothing wrong, legally, to raise the required amount to ensure an
expeditious release (from jail) of their beloved ‘leader’. It would be
stretching our imagination really too far to suppose that fifty five lac
supporters would pay ten taka each to raise the required amount,
nor five and a half lac, paying one hundred taka each. If we reduced
the number of donor-supporters to fifty five thousand, it would still
work out at exactly one thousand taka per person o raise the
desired amount. Alternatively, as many as five and a half thousand
persons would have to contribute ten thousand taka each!

Now there may be enough persons (few thousand) who could
yossibly donate enough to raise the required amount of five and a
1alf crore taka. But then each of these doriors would have to contrib-
ute hundreds of thousands of Taka each. At one lack taka a piece, it
would still require as many as five hundred and fifty donors. Obvi-
ously, only in the realm of imagination would you have more than

persons contrib-
lac taka each. So
at least a few
whom would be
the region ol ten
Fine!

these contribu-
| lack taka (each)
' need at least fifty
% contributors, le.
| paying ten lac

that for the last
would be contri-
paying taxes, had
money that they
contribute ten lac
have ten lac laka

in ready cash, in addition to the money required to maintain
hemselves and their families, the potential contributors must have
had an Income of at least seventeen lac taka in the last fiscal year.

| calculate this on the basis of the fact that these would-be contri-
butors had to spend a lot of money for rent, electricity, gas, water,
petrol, car, driver, salaries for house-hold helpers. food, clothing,
education for children. medical bills, travel, entertainment, other
donations for noble causes to suddenly decide one fine morning Lo
fork out as much as ten lac taka), and all these expenses at the paitry
rate of forty thousand aka per month would mean an earning of
almost five lac taka during the year. Plus the ten lac taka contribu-
tion to the “Ershad Fund”, making a total of fifteen lac lor the year.
For this lifteen lac taka to be legal income, or at least ‘'white’ money,
(the contributors must have paid another, minimally. two lac taka as
income tax. Now [ind me [ifty persons who have paid income tax of at
least two lac taka last year and still willing to contribute in lhere%gn
of million-plus taka each to the "Ershad Fund'. My guess is t
there aren't fifty five persons in the country who have paid income
tax of more than two lac taka each last year. Obviously, not all of
those who paid such an amount of income tax are generous-die-
hard Ershad supporters to fork out ten lac taka from their hard
earned and income tax pald money tothe "Ershad Fund”.

The fund raisers may claim that the bulk of money would come
from small donors one hundred, {ive hundred or a thousand taka a
plece. However, at a thousand taka a piece, you are still tal
about fifty five thousand die-hard supporters. Would these fifty five
thousand Ershad supporters be clean and honest enough to put on

dlﬁl‘l:‘SS(‘S and the amounts contributed?

Otherwise, we would legitimately infer that the money for a con-
victed eriminal { HM Ershad) was raised by persons who do not have
white or legal (income tax paid) money for their noble cause.

The bottom line is. we can not let a eriminal off the hook because
some persons with dublous sources of income may decide to rise
money for a criminal. Let legal and clean supporters come forward to
help their convicted leader. Then we would at least know that the
leader may be a criminal but this supporters are not. Alternatively,
can we expect the income tax officials to do an honest job and look

closely Into the accounts of the million-pl
would clearly
rshad supporters.

"Ershad Fund.” Otherwise, U‘i?'
cohorts ol tllegal money-owning

us contributors to the
be deemed o be




