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NEW DELHI, Dec 2: A break-in
at India’s navy chief's residence
has been linked to a suspected
plot to bomb a reception next
week (o be attended by Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
and other dignitaries, police sald
today, reparts AFP.

An armed intruder broke into
the residence of India’s Naval
Chlef Admiral Sushil Kumar early
Friday. triggering a shoot-out In
Whlcgom guard was wounded In
the leg.

New Delhi joint commissioner
of police Suresh Rov told Star TV
that a "lot of VIPs and top elite,”
were due to attend a reception at
Kumar's high-security bungalow
in the heart of New Delhi on Mon-

day.
Among the expected gueslts are
Vajpayee, President K.R.

Narayanan and other dignitaries.

Roy said cordex wire, used In
explosive devices, and a bundle of
loose electric wire recovered from
the scene of the shoot-out Indi-
cated the Intruder “must have
thought of embedding something
in the heart of the place.”

Kumar and his family were in
the residence around midnight
when an alert sentry spotted the
intruder, who escaped after the
shooting.

Please see page 9 for our weekly
page Law and Our Rights'.

Palestinians
vow to
continue
struggle

JERUSALEM, Dec 2: Palestin-
lans have vowed to keep up their
struggle against Israel despite
human and malerial losses sus-
tained during nine weeks of vio-
lence, but the Jewish state said il
was militarily and economically
stronger than its Arab neighbour
and could endure the conllict,
reports AFP.

Violence has thrashed the
Palestinian terrilories and spilled
over into Israel since late Septem-
ber. sending 300 people. mostly
Arabs, to their graves and shred-
ding hopes of peacemaking.

The devastation appears only
to have hardened resilience on
both sides.

"Despite the human, material
and economic losses and the
return of a punitive policy (by
Israel). the Palne:.émian people
remain d ined .10 continue
thgi?mggi:r;]gainst lIsrael,” the
Palestinian leadership said Fri-
day alfter a meeting with leader
Yasser Aralat.

Palestinian leaders accused
Israel of resorting to military force
and collective punishment
against their people, killing hun-
dreds and wounding several
thousand. !

Israel has blamed Palestinian
leaders for inciting the violence,
which broke out on September 28
when angry Arabs started rioting
and pelting stones at Jewish
Israel's hawkish
opposition leader Ariel Sharon
visited a disputed holy site in easl
Jerusalem.

The [ollowing day. Isracli
troops cracked down with gun-
fire. killing seven Palestinians.

On Friday, Israel said it was | o, 0,0t hetween their leaders in June this year.

prepared Lo stay the course and
would eventually win favour with
the international community.

West Bengal
police arrest
sea pirate

CALCUTTA. Dec 2:_ Indian
police have arrested the chief of a
gang of sea pirates who kid-
napped 60 fishermen from the
Bay of Bengal off the country’s
eastern coast, a police official
said todav. reports AFP. :

D.S. Rudra, a police officer
from the eastern Indian state of
Weslt Bengal, sald the pirate chief,
Amanullah Naskar, was arrested
late Friday on the remote
Paschim Jola island in the Bay of
Bengal.

"His accomplices, however,
mianages (o flee,” Rudra said.

"Naskar has admitied that he
had masterminded the abduction
of 60 fishermen.” missing from
Monday, he added.

Floods 1n

Indonesia
kill 14

JAKARTA, Dec 2: Floods which
have hit northern Sulawesl in
Indonesia have claimed the lives
of 14 people and left at least
10,000 homeless, officlals said
loday. reports AFP.

Rescue teams have discovered
14 bodies - including those of
four bables -- in Minahasa dis-
trict and the provincial capital of
Manado. sald Riyadi of the state
disaster centre,

"Some of them died from being
swepl away by Lhe floods, while
the others died after their homes
were caved in by landslides.”
Riyadi told AFP by telephone from
Manado

The floods, which inundated
the area when the Dendengan
and Tondano rivers broke their
banks. drove at least 10.000
people 1o seek shelter In
churches, ues and relatives

| ng on higher ground. Riyadi
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ISLAMABAD, Dec 2: Pakistan announced today its armed lorces
would exercise “maximum restraint” along the disputed border in
Kashmir and asked India to reciprocate the initiative, reports AFP,

“With immediate effect, the Pakistan armed forces deployed along
the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir will observe maximum
restraint,” Forelgn Secretary Inamul Haq told a news conference here.

"The Governmenl of Pakistan ts that the government of India
will reciprocate this initiative and cease [iring across the Line of Con-
trol.” that divides the strife-torn Himalayan region between Pakistan
an;l{;:&d;:id Pakistan "does not exercise any control” on militant groups
fighting against Indian rule in Kashmir, when asked if Islamabad
would ask them to their activities. |

The Pakistani initlative followed an Indian ceasefire offer for the
month of Ramadan in Kashmir which went into effect midnight Mon-
day.
%Inn‘r the start of the Muslim holy month. the Indiang@rmy and para-
military troops have ceased operations against militant armed groups
waging a separatist campaign in the Indian zoi w‘n[ Kashmir.

Haq proposed that the All Parties Hurriyal Conference (APHC), the
Srinagar-based main Kashmini separatist alllance, hold talks with
Pakistan and India separately (o pave the way lor three-way lalks.

He invited the Executive Commitiee ol APHC to visit Pakistan during
Ramadan and urged India to do the same, Lo resolve the dispute “in
accordance with the will of the people of state.”

initiative,
aswell as the rest of the world.,

monitor the Line of Control.

pu
sald.

ple, he sald.

separatist Insurgency.

tan to observe 'maximum
nt' along Kashmir border

“We are testing Indian claims,” Haq sald, adding the dialogue could
start after Ramadan If New Delhi responded positively to the Pakistani

He sald Pakistan would formally convey its peace Initiative to India
Haq also urged India to allow United Nations military observers (o

"Stabilisation of the ceasefire along the line of control will be facili-
tated by impartial monitoring.” Haq said.

“India’'s announced suspension of military operations against the
Kashmiri freedom fighters will be meaningful if it 1s combined with a
selul dialogue for peaceful settlement of Jammu Kashmir,” he

To add credibility to its claim for a peaceful settlement, the Indian
government should end “repression” in Jammu and Kashmir, release
all detalnees and respect the flundamental rights of the Kashmirl peo-

Pakistan was prepared to enter into a "meaningful dialogue” with
India to resolve the dispute, the minister sald.

A Ramadan ceasefire, offered by Indian Prime Minister Atal Beharl
Vajpayee on November 19, was rejected by most militant groups and
incidents of violence have continued.

It Is the first time the Indian government has offered a unilateral
ceasefire in Muslim-majority Kashmir since the launch in 1989 of the
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36 killed, 150 injured in
Indian train accident

them ... the rallway is sending heavy-duly cranes.”

The injured have been admitted to nearby hospi-
tals in the towns of Fatehgarh, Patiala and Rajpura.

Punjab's police chief Sarabjeet Singh was super-
vising rescue work at the accident site.

Rallway official Baldev Singh said the crash
occurred at around 6:00 am (0630 BST) about 40
kilometres from the northern town of Ambala
between the two stations of Saral Banjara and |

NEW DELHI, Dec 2: At least 36 people died and
nearly 150 were injured today when a speeding
passenger express rammed Into a deralled goods
(rain in the northern Indian state ol Punjab. police
said, reports AFP.

Baldev Singh, a railway official at Saral Banjara
station near the accident site, told AFP the train,
running between the northern Sikh holy town of
Amritsar and the eastern city of Calculta, was

packed. | . Sadhu Garh. -'
Local police inspector Kanwaljeet Singh said: Ambala Is about 200 kilometres north ol New
"The latest toll is 36 killed and at least 141 people Delhi

are injured.”

Kanwaljeet Singh said there were still people
stuck inside the overturned compartments.

"Welders are cutting through the deralled com-
partments torescue the passengers,” he said.

"It is a pitiable sight ... people are cryving for help
and are pleading Lo be let out as soon as possible.”

He said about six cranes had successfully man-
aged to remove three derailed compartments of the
passenger train.

But the 15 derailed bogies ol the goods train is
another matler. They need heavier cranes to lift

"Fifteen bogles ol a goods train carrying loodgrain
derailed near a village called Patharsi,” he said.
"Before this information had been passed on Lo the
authorities in the two stations, another train was
cleared.

"The Howrah-Amritsar Mail then crashed into the
tlerailed train. The engine and five compartments
went off the tracks. There are many people still
trapped in the compartments.’

Another offlicial said local villagers were helping in |
rescue work.
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A South Korean woman cries as she clings onto her 50-year-long separated younger brother Park
Myong-Ho (R), 70, as he leaves Seoul for North Korea's captial Pyongyang yesterday. He is being led
away bv South Korean security guard. One hundred people from South Korea left Seoul for Pyong-
vang and 100 North Koreans came to Seoul three days ago for the second reunion since the historic

-AFP photo

Troops, separatistg clash
in Irian Jaya: 7 killed

JAYAPURA, Indonesia, Dec 2: Al least seven
people were Killed, six shot by Indonesian troops,
when Independence supporters ran amok in a
coastal town in Irian Jaya today, police and hospital
sources said. reports AFP.

It was the lirst violence since an agreement to
lower separatist flags across the rebellious province
wenl into effect at midnight Friday, the 39th anni-
versary of a historic but unrecognised claim to self-
rule by ethnic Papuans.

The riot In Merauke, on Irfan Jaya's south coast
and 600 kilometres from Jayapura. contrasted with
an uneasy calm in the provincial capital where the
Momning Star {lag was lowered without incident on
Friday night.

First Sergeant Prapto told AFP preliminary
reports showed eight people died in Merauke, and at
least one was a non-Papuan settler.

Sul Yunus, a nurse at Merauke public hospital
sald only seven bodies were received, six native
Papuans and one setller,

The six Papuans died of bullet wounds and the
seltler, a taxi driver, was killed by an arrow, Yunus

sald by telephone.

John Rumbiak, a human rights
Jayapura, also sald seven people died.

Rumbiak told AFP 500 Papuans raised the Morn-
ing Star flag at 7:00 am (0500 BST Friday) on
Merauke's central soccer field in defiance of the
government ban.

When they refused to take it down, police pulled it
down forcibly and, in the ensuing clash, fired into
the crowd. The six dead men were shol in the head,
he said.

Rumbiak said the seventh man was Killed when
Papuans dragged a group of settlers out of a passing
taxi and beat them up. '

“This Is dangerous,” a worried Rumbiak said.
‘What happened In Merauke today won't just hap-
pen there. It's going to happen in other parts of Irian
Java. It could be today and tomorrow.”

Jut In Jayapura, provineial police chiel Brigadier
General Sylvanus Wenas said another riot outside
the town of Fak Fak on Irian Jaya's west coast in
which two people died was not related to separatism.
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Chile judge orders arrest of Pinochet

[ SAP:IT]’“‘”' D_“‘_' 2: Chilean i, 3 Dy i as he left the meeting which was
?rn" F .8l et bl Augusto i f‘ir‘,’i'i_’jh i called by Pinochet's successor as
Pinochel was ordered placed Wik ' army chief General Ricardo

under house arrest Friday, court
sources sald, afller a judge
charged him with masterminding
the 1973 “caravan of death” that
Killedd 75 political opponents,
reports AFP,

Prosecutor Jose Galeano
announced that the charges of

A /™
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lzurieta, who returned 1o the
capital upon learning the news,
Judge Guzman Is coordinating
186 criminal complaints Hled here
against the lormer dictator who
rose to power in a 1973 coup and

lelt office in 1990,

: seven ol the lawsulls are
intellect: ; o' g " r0- : Al ' 3
? ctual author” and " “co related (o the "caravan of death”
author” of the crimes had been case

s »

handed down by Judge Juan
Guzman Tapla against the ailing
85-year-old general.

Pinochet, who late Thursday
travelled to his country residence
south of Santiago, sull has 10 be
personally notified of Guzman's
order -- a mave expected shortly.
according to the jurist Hiram
Villagra.

Chile’'s armed forces chiels
gathered in a closed-door meeting,

In Santlago, a police van has
been posted oultside Pinochet's
residence, but no activity was
otherwise visible. '

On Pinochet's order, the Chil-
can army mission known as the
‘caravan ol death” combed [ive
cities In October 1973 under
General Sergio Arellano, staging
summary trials of followers of
ousted soclallst president Salva-
dor Allende.

as news ol Guzman's surprise
order emerged, with navy com-
mander Admiral Jorge Arancibia
going on towarn that the situation
was causing public tenslon that
was reaching “quite critical ley-
els.”

‘I's worrying,” Arancibia sald

Traffic jam

at space
station

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., Dec
2: Astronauts have been living on
the Inlernational Space Station
for just a month, but on Friday
they had to deal with their first
tralffic jam, reports Reuters.

Two Russian spacecrall were
already docked Lo the S60 billion
complex, butl with the US space
shuttle Endeavour on ils way,
Russian ground controllers made
room f[or Endeavour by
undocking one and parking it oul
of the way.

Endeavour Is on an 11-day
mission to hang a pair ol solar-
power "'wings” on Lhe space sla-
tion. The thousands ol photoelec-
tric cells on the panels, which
stretch 240 [eet from tip to tip.
will power the station for vears to
come.

The shuttle and its crew of live
will arrive on Saturday. To make
way, Russian ground controllers,
working with the three astro-
nauls inside the stalion,
undocked a Progress ship and
moved it to an orbit about a mile
benecath the station. where it will
gradually  move ol the
station

'l can see separaltion.” Russian
astronaut Sergie Krikalyov told
ground controllers as the ship
began to Inch away [rom the
station.

Progress ships,
virtually identical to the Soyuz
spacecralt used Lo carry Russians
to space for aboul 30 years, arrive
as cargo ships and depart as
garbage scows.

Coming in, they are stocked
with food, oxygen, fuel, clothing
and space-station hardware.
Once offloaded, the crew uses the
craft to stow garbage, eventually
sending into a steep recently into
the Earth's atmosphere, where
the friction causes it to burn up.

In this case, the Russians may
try to redock the ship after
Endeavour departs. The reason is
that the ship's automatic pilot
failed when it arrived two weeks
ago, and Russian Yuri Gidzenko.
a member of the station crew, had
to complete the docking by
remote control. The Russians
want lo see if they have fixed the
problem with a software patch.

On the US side ol operalions, a
redocking is somewhat contro-
versial because a degree ol risk is
always involved. It was a runaway
Progress ship that collided with
the Russian Mir station in 1997
and caused an air leak that
almost forced the crew to aban-
don ship

Endeavour, which launched
from the Kennedy Space Center

ahend

which are |
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in Florida in Thursday, will be the |

sixth shuttle to visit the station
but the first to arrive with
expedition crew already aboard

Mir station to
fall into Pacific
in February

MOSCOW, Dec 2: Russias 15
year-old Mir space station will be
ditched in the southeastern part
ol the Pacilic Ocean belween
February 26-28 next year, Rus
slan space agency chiel Yun
Koptev conlirmed today. news
agencles sald, reports AFP.

Last month, Kople\
announced that Russia was
finally pullifig the plug on the
decrepit Soviet-era space station,
most of which will burn up on re
entering the Earth atmosphere
the rest plunging into the sea.

Koptev confirmed Saturday
that preparations for Mir s
descent into the Pacilie, sched

uled lor late February, 2001, were

proceeding according to plan
Interfax reported.

Russian space chiels would
commence the operation to bring
Mir back to earth at the start ol
next month, when a Progress
cargo ship would be dispatched (o
the station to give it two last
boosts Earthwards, he sald.

“In the lirst half of January we
are planning to carry out lests
and In case of unforeseen prob.
lems two teams of cosmonauls
are ready Lo fly out to the station,”
the RIA-Novostli news agency
clited Koptev saying,

He was speaking Lo reporters al
the Korolev headquarters of the
Russian Energiya space corpora-
tion and tlight centre, near Mos-
COW,
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