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A Glimpse of History

Continued from page 7

century. the people ol the emir-
ates. drawing upon the mari-
tme skill ol thetr lorelathers,
ranged far and wide across the
Indian Ocean. trading as L
away as Mombasa in Kenva, Sri
Lanka. Vietmam and  even
China, In great wooden dhows,
similar to those that can still be
seen  under construction in
boatyards around the country
today. :

Evidence of that trading tra-
dition can be viewed on the
surface at the site of Julfar, in
Ras al-Khaimah, where fine
Chinese and Vietnamese pot-
sherds mingle with pottery from
nearer at hand. According to
one Portuguese author. Duarte
Barbosa. writing in 1517, the
people of Julfar were ‘persons of
worth. great navigators and

wholesale dealers. Here is a
very great fishery as well. of
seed pearls as well as large
pearls’.

One of those navigators was
Ahmed bin Majid, the ‘Lion of
the Sea’, and one of the greatest
figures in the UAE's history,
sonte of whose manuals of
navigation still survive. When
the “urmgutrw opened up the
area to contact with Europe,
they did so in a wave of battles
and bloodshed. levelling cities
like Julfar and Khor Fakkan, on
the east coast. By the early
eighteenth century, Jullar was
abandoned and the great trad-
ing tradition of the region went
into decline.

QAWASIM CHALLENGE THE
BRITISH: While European pow-

ers like Portugal, Holland.
France and Britain competed
for regional supremacy, how-

ever. a new power grew almost
unnoticed in the emirates, the
State of the Qawasim (or Qasi-
mis), whose descendants today
still rule Sharjah and Ras al-
Khaimal. Drawing on centuries
of maritime experience, the
Qawasim by the beginning ol
the nineteenth century had
built up a fleet of over 60 large
vessels, and could put nearly
20,000 sailors (o sea Their
strength posed a serious chal-

lenge to the British, then
emerging as the dominant

power in the Indian Ocean. and

in the first two decades ol the
nineteenth century a series ol | e — "
clashes between the two sides : : FF
: ' - - ', from Qattarah
ended in the virtual destruction Gold pendant, 1800-1500BC, fr Q
of the Qasimi fleet and the con- Arab Piracy in the Gull. has augmented with treaties on
solidation of British influence in shown that behind the British preservirf. a aritime Iruce,

resulted i the area becoming
knowir as ‘The Trucial States
sea meant that

ollensive lay the desire to con-
trol the maritime trade
hetween the Gulf and India

the Gulf
The British claimed that the
Qasinn vessels had engaged in

rowntes

P’eace at Lhe

piracy., and from that the area /.000-year-old pearl fisheries ol
gained the name ‘The Pirale TRUCIAL STATES: The Brit- the lower Gulf could be ex-
Coast. In a masterful debunk- Ish established themselves in  ploited without interruption.
ing of this claim. however. the the Gulf at the beginning of and fine pearls from the emir-

Ruler of Sharjah. HH Dr Sheikh
Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qa-
simi. in his book. The Muth

| 820, signing a series ol agree-
ments with the Sheikhs ol the
individual emirates that later

ales were exported. not only 1o
India, but also to the growing
niarket in Europe. The pearling

industry thrived during the
nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries,  providing both  in-
come and employment to the
people ol the Arablan Gull
coast. The First World War.
however, dealt it a heavy blow,
while the world economic de-
pression ol the late 1920s and
early 1930s, coupled with the
invention by the Japanese of

the cultured pearl, virtually
finished it off, .
On land, freed f(rom the

damaging cffects of warlare al
sea, but lacking any real eco-
nomic resources, the region
developed only slowly during
the nineteenth and early twen-
tieth centuries. One of the
greatest figures of the perlod
was Shelkh Zaved bin Khalifa ol
Abu Dhabi. who ruled for over
50 vears, from 1855 to 1909,
carning the title "Zayed the
Great'. His son. Sheikh Sultan,
father of the present Ruler,
Sheikh Zaved, was Ruler be-
tween 1922 and 1926, and
then, after a brief reign by a
brother. one of Sheikh Sultan’s
sons. Sheikh Shakhbut, came
to the throne at the beginning
of 1928.

Times were hard following
(he collapse of the pearl trade?®
however. relief was on its way.
Following extensive exploration
in the 1950s. both offshore and
onshore. the first cargo of Abu
Dhabi crude oil was exported (o
the world market in 1962, DB\
the time Sheikh Zaved was
elected as Ruler of Abu Dhabi

(in 1966) and as President ol
the UAE once the federation
was established (in 1971), the

tide had begun to turn.

In 1971 the countrv s popu-
lation was only around 200,000
and there were substantial dif-
ferences between the individual
CHATeS i terms ol size,
lj{'ll'llll.l]l:l.'—l!, coonomiice resownrces
and degree of development

The larger enurates ol b
Dhabi and Dubai were already
oil exporters and the process of
thye CCONONIC development
was well under way. At the
other end of the scale. Ajman,
the smallest emirate. had an
area of only 259 square Kilo-
metres. while the ecast coast
cmirate of Fujairah. with only a

lew tens of thousands of in-
habitants, was not even coil-
nected by a proper road
through the mountains of in-
habitants., was not even coll-
nected by  a  proper road

throngh the mountains to the
rest of the country

Iwenty-eight vears later the
jndicions use ol oil revenues
hhas brought economic prosper-
ity and massive development to
all of the seven emirates and
the countrv's unique level of
political stability stands
testimony to the wisdom ol lecl
Cration

llh 1‘
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To fulfil the lifetime dream and religious commitment of Hajji
. GMG Holidays is pleased to announce the complete Umrah

7doys from as minimum as 79,000/ >

What we will arrange is in fact everything and those are:

%+ Return Air ticket Bangladesh - Jeddah - Bangladesh including all taxes.

“ Meet and Assist (MAAS) at IMMIGRATION point in Jeddah Airport.

< Bilingual guide.

% Transfer from Airport and back in full Air-conditioned coach.

» Transportation between JEDDAH, MAKKAH MADINAH in full
Air-conditioned deluxe coach.

4
=
)

Shahebans,
package.

Cemerminent

\pprosed Umrah

\eenl

“» Porter Services.

% First class hotel accommodation in MAKKAH, MADINAH & JEDDAH.

% Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner.

“» Full Ziarah in historical places in Makkah & Madinah.

% Transportation between Kaaba & Migaat Tana-eim for extra Umrah.

“ Visit to the Dates Souk (Khejur Bazar).

% Sight seeing in Jeddah. GMG

% Ten liter of ZAMZAM water and One piece of sijjadah 5
(Jai-namaz) as gift. HOLIDAY S

% Ticket reconfirmation. PLEASE CONTACT -

ABC House (6th Floor), 8 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka-1213.
Tel:8825845-9, 8814236-7 Fax: 8826115

* Certulo conditions apply.
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Contlitued from page 7
the development ol services
related to the conntry's status
as a major regional centre lor
conumerce and tourism. While
the Jebel Al Free Zone, just
outside Dubal, has retained its
preeminent place among the
country's expanding free zones,
others, like that in Fujairah, on
the country's East Coast, have
also continued to grow, while
the new Saadiyal Free Zone.
adjacent to the island-capital of
Abu Dhabl, was also launched.
The intention is that the UAE's
Iree zones should complement
cach other in providing a full
range of storage, manufacturing
and commerclal services, in-
cluding, at Saadiyat, offshore
investment and financlal serv-
lces. These are complemented
by the transport sector, and the
UAE's Increasing claim to the
status of the region’s top comni-
mercial entrepot has been en-
hanced by the growing tratfic

through {is six International
alrports and six major ports.
The national airline, Dubai-

based Emlrates, won the acco-
ladde of best airline flying to the
Middle East for the ninth year
running, as well as a number of
other international awards.

The UAE's thriving transport
and communications sector has
been enhanced during the veas
by thie Tavne hong of the Thuaray
satellite station. part of plans
by telecommunications  him
Etisalat to become an Interna-
tlonal as well as a local supplier
of telecom services and to en-
able the UAE to play its full role
in the new Information Age. The
inauguration, late in the vear,
of the Dubai Internet City fur-
ther consolidated the UAE's
place at the forefront of inter-
national developments in this
sphere.

The combination of modern
facilities and services in the
UAE has made it an ideal loca-
tion lor international business,
and many of the world's top
companies have now estal-
lished their regional headquar-
ters In the country. At the same
time, the rapid growth of the
country s tourism Industry has
continued unabated. Over three
million visitors a year now come
to the UAE, attracted by its
combination of top-class hotels,

(including the tallest hotel in
the wmrﬁi. Dubai's Burj al-
Arab). fine shopping, political

stability, social harmony and a
combination of fine beaches
and [fascinating desert and
mountain scenery. The number
of tourists is predicted to dou-
ble within ten years., and the
building of new facilities is a

major locus of private secclos
investiment.
At the same time, however,

the development of the indus-
trial sector of the economy has
continued. Much, naturally, is
related to the oll and gas sector,
and a major expansion of pro-
duction capacity is under way
in Abu Dhabi, led by the state-
owned Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company. ADNOC, under the
guidance of the local Supren
Petroleum Council. While nmiuch
ol the additional capacity is
destined for export, a substan-
tial proportion is being allo-
cated to meet the countrys
rising demand for fuel, both for
domestic and industrial use. To
[acilitate this, condensate re-
fining capacity was increased
by around 250,000 barrels
day during the vear. while scv-
eral other major downstrean,
projects are under construction
at the industrial city of Ruwais,
in the west of the country.

The UAE's fifty years of ex-
perience in the hydrocarbons
industry has also been put 1o
good use with the launching ol
a major regional initiative. the
Dolphin Project. Involving the
construction of a pipeline to
transport gas from neighbour-
ing Qatar to the UAE's indus-
trial centres and then, eventu-
ally, away to Oman. Pakistan
and India. the Dolphin Project,
originated as part of the coun-
tryv's military oflsets pro-
gramme, UOG, will involye in-
vestment of around US S 4 bil-
lion dollars in its first phase
and partmership agreements on
the construction of the main
pipeline were signed with major
niternational companies duaring
the course of the yvear

I'be U'AE has for several
vears made it a condition that
loreign companies bidding for a
share of the country's defence
procurement programime
shiould mvest a portion of the
value of the deals in local joint
ventures. The UAE  Olfsets
Group. which administers the
programme, has continued over
the last twelve months to guide
the inflow of investiment capital.

The underlving purpose ol
mvestment in  the economie
development of the United Arab
t.mirates is. of course, to im-
prove the standard of living of
its people. Over the past three
deciades or so. the country has
changed dramatically as a re-
stllt ol a steady economic boon
and. as part of that process, thi
population has risen [rom a
mere 180,000 in 1968 to an
estunated  total of around A
tlhon in mid-2000. In order to
cope with such a rapid rise and
to raise the UALE from a state ol
under-development to become
the modern society that it is
today. huge investment has
been required m sectors such
as education, health and other
social services., The United Na-
tions Human Development
Index for the year 2000, cover-
| 744 countries, and assess

e
ing them on the basis ol
come.  educational standards,

lle expectancy and health care
placed the UAE in lprtv-fifth
place, an Indication ol success
ol Its development programme
since 1971

LEducation and  health  ac-
counted for 23 per cent ol total
budgeted Government  expen-

(litvre lor the yvear 2000, Access

to eduncation is provided [ree lor
all UAE citizens, Irom primary
school (o university, while sev-
thousand UALE  stadents

S —— -
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lromnm  povermnment
grants ro pursue higher studies
overseas. An o anportant aspect
of the educational programmmne
1~ a tocus on the introduction of
the latest nformation techinol-
OgV. So as o equip the vounges
generation with the skills ey
will need in the new Millen-
nium. Now i the process ol
implementation is a strategy
which will ensure that comput-
ers are provided for every ten
students in kindergartens,
every five at primary schools
every two at preparatory school
and every student at secondary
school.

\t the same time. the coun-
trv s adult literacy progranmme
has gone a long wav to eradi-
cating the scourge of illiteracy

also  benetit

In 1975. only 54.2 per cent of

adult males and 30.9 per cenl
of females were literate, but the

rate has now risen (o 73.4 per
cent for males and 77.1 per
cent for lemales. The [ligures
indicate clearly the eagerness
with which the UAES wonien
have welcomed the improve-

ment of educational opportuni-
les, A which has. in
turn.  contributed  strongly (o
their greater mmvolvement in all
spheres ol the country’s devel-
OpIent

}][-H [ b

Investment in health serv-
iwes has  also produced good
results The UUN Homan Devel-
opimenl  hdex cstmuted that m
il {1 )] ‘i) Al ce'nt ol the
population had access to Lealth
services,  defining “access as
meaning that health services

could be reached on foot or by
local transport within one hour
A major progranune by the
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Ministry af Health now aims to
nearly double the number of
hospital beds by the vear 2000,
i order to ensure that there is
A ratio ol one bed for every (i)
prople. Seventeen new hospitals
Are 10 be built by the vear 2005
while during the course of the
vear 2000, newly opened pri-
mary healtheare centres have
extended the services available
o around 300.000 people. or
ten per cent of the total popu-
lation

Improved health services
have had a major impact both
on the reduction of the infant
mortality rate, which has fallen
lrom 65 per 1000 in 1975 to
less than 10 per 1000, and on
lile expectancy. which has risen
Ironmn 65 in 1975 to over 75 by
the vear 2000. Thus. while the
populatuon of the country has
risen rapidly over the last thirty

vears. the Government's eco-
nontic development pro-
gramune has ensured that the

expansion of services have not
only been” able to Keep' pace
with the growth, but also to
impart a real improvement to
the quality of life of the UAE's
imnhabitants.

Caring for the human being

is the major responsibility ol
Government. Over the last
thirtv  vears. Lhowever. the
| 'nited Arab Emirates has also
taken care to ensure that ap-
propriate attention is paid to
the conservation of the coun-
iy s environment. Prior to the
process of development  that

discovery ol oil
ago. the people
Arab Emurates
survive i  the

hegan with the
over forty vears
ol the United
woere able to
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Ras al-Khaimah

countrvs harsh enviromuent
only by ensuring that they lived
in harmony with nature. prac-
ling a sustainable use of the
available natural resources.

President His Higlmess
Sheikh Zaved, himself & con-

senvationist  long  before the
Issue ol environunental protec-
tion became fashionable. has

ensured that the issue has been
accorded a high priority by
Government. During the course
of the vear 2000. a number of
major new initiatives have been
taken to enhance conservation.
including the introduction of
stringent legislation to protect
wildlife. both on land and in the
countrv's seas. Early in 2001. a
miajor international environ-
ment conference is scheduled to
be held in Abu Dhabi which is
expected to see two importan
imnatives, the issuing of an

\bu Dhabi Declaration.” oul-
liming an environmental conser-
viiuon strategy for the whole of
the, Arab |, world,.. and._  the
lanching of the Zaved Interna-
nonal Prize for the Environ-
ment. which will be the world's
top environmental award

Both overseas and alt home

the vear 2000 has seen the
United Arab Emirates make
further progress. In the 29

vears since the federation of the
UAE was established. it has
established itsell as one of the
most rapidly developing states
i the world. With a strong
econonily, an educated popula-
tion and a stable society. and
with a wise leadership. it is
well-placed to continue prog-
ress in the vears aliead.

Dhaka

PDhaka- 1000

Tel (R80) 2 956 6566
Fax. (880) 2 956 5707
Tix 632559 INSLIG B
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47. Motitheel Commercial Aren

A Continuous Service To Our Customers

Gulshan Booth

House-73, Plot-11A

Gulshan Avemuc

Dhaka

Tel' (8R0) 2 882 4380/8824275
'nx. {BRO) 2 882 4147

Chittagong

71, Agrabad Commercial Area
Chittagong

Tel (880) 31 713325/27

Fax: (880) 31 710978

Tix: 633283 INSUC B)

CREDIT AGRICOLE INDOSUEZ

Sonargaon Hotel Booth
Room No L-264

Pan Pacific Sonareaon Hotel
107, Kazi Nazmul Islam Avenue
Dhaka

Tel: (BR0) 2 811 1959
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