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JERUSALEM, Dec 1: Three thousand Israell police were deployed in
east Jerusalem today to deal with potential unrest as the first Juma of
Ramadan began, J)olmc sald, reports AFP.

The compound Is the third hollest site in the Islamic world, and
thousands of men, women and children began pouring in Friday to
begin prayers. Despite the flow, the situation was calm at midday. an
AFP correspondent at the scene said. :

Friday has been a standing “day of rage” since a Palestinian uprising
against Israel broke out in late September, and Israeli authorities fear
greater unrest now that Ramadan has begun,

For the first time In several weeks, Israell authorities lifted age
restrictions on worshippers permitted into a sacred site In east Jerusa-
lem which houses two mosques, the al-Agsa mosque and the Dome of
the Rock.

Earlier this week, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's political faction
Fatah called for a surge in the Intifada, or uprising, during Ramadan,
and the militant Islamic group Hamas said Muslims should wage a
Jthad (holy war) for the sake of Jerusalem.

[srael steps up security
~ 1n Jerusalem

Both groups, which are supported by the majority of Palestinians,
called on the masses to visit the compound that houses the mosques.

Access to the site was permitted only to Arab Israells and to Palestin-
jans living in Jerusalem. Palestinlans from the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip will not be able to worship here because Isracel slapped a
blockade on the territories at thestart of the intifida or uprising,

At varying times. only people older than 35, 40 or 45 have been
allowed (n for Friday prayers as a way to keep younger, potentially more
volatile worshippers away from the area.

Clashes broke out at the al-Agsa compound on September 28, when
[srael's hawkish opposition leader Arlel Sharon made a provocative
visit to the compound, which is supported by the Walling Wall.

Palestinians reacted with anger at the visit, throwing stones and
rloting. The following day, Israeli troops cracked down with gunfire,
killing seven Palestinians.

Some 295 people, mostly Palestinians, have been killed in the raging
violence that has gutted the peace process since then.

Estrada pleads not guilty to corruption

Impeachment trial starts Dec 7

MANILA. Dec 1: Impeached Philippine President Joseph Estrada
pleaded not guilty today to corruption and other charges belore the
Senate, which begins a landmark trial in seven days Lo determine his
fitness to remain in oflice, reports AFP.

Estrada’s lawvers entered the plea, which asked the Senate to ren-
der "a judgement of acquittal” at the end of the trial which starts on
December 7.

Meanwhile, prosecutors announced the president’s oldest son, Jose
Ejercito, also known as Jinggoy Estrada, would be called as a hostile
wiltness against his father.

Prosecutors want the president's son to take the stand on Thursday
and Friday, Senate Secretary Lutgardo Barbo sald. :

Estrada's plea was a point-by-point rebuttal of the charges of cor-
ruption, bribery, betrayal of public trust and culpable violation of the
constitution.

He was impeached by the House of Representatives last month. A
guilty verdict on any of the charges would lead to his removal from
office.

“The accused respectfully prays that a plea of not guilty be entered
for him in the records of this case and, thereafier, after due proceed-
ings, a judgement of acquittal be rendered by the Senate,” the presi-
dent's lawvers said.

The articles of impeachment “hardly meets the requirement (of
criminal jurisprudence) that a complaint contain 'in a methodical and
logical form. a plain conclse statement of the ullimate facts on which
the party pleading relies for his elaim,™ the plea read.,

It added: "Many of the specifications are in newspaper articles which
can not take the place of allegations of ultimate facts.”

The charges stem from allegations made by an estranged Estrada
ally In early October that he collected 414 million pesos (8.3 million
dollars) in bribes from operators of illegal lotteries and delivered them
on a fortnightly basis to the president.

The ex-ally. provincial governor Luls Singson, also accused Estrada
of diverting about four million dollars in tax revenue.

Estrada has rejected the allegations in his public speeches. "None of
my ancestors are thieves," he told a Manila crowd.

His lawvers earlier tried Lo get the Senate to t hrow out the charges on
the grounds that they were technically flawed.

But Supreme Court Chief Justice Hilario Davide rejected the motion
last Tuesday and ordered the trial to proceed as scheduled.

The scandal has unsettled the economy, with foreign investors
reassessing their business plans in the Philippines amid the political
uncertainty.

——

Gore wants speedy recount of ballots

TALLAHASSEE. Fla.. Dec 1: Democrat Al Gore's lawyers, citing a
coming deadline for picking electors, pleaded vesterday for an immedi-
ate recount of disputed ballots thev believe will overturn certified
results that gave Republican George W. Bush a victory in the pivotal
state of Florida, reports Reuters.

In an emergency appeal to the Florida Supreme Courl, the lawyers
said the recount must begin immediately in order to linish by Dec. 12,
the deadline for Florida to pick its electors, the 25 delegates to the
Electoral College that on Dec, 18 will choose the next US president.
Both Bush and Gore need Florida's electoral votes to win the White
House.

Attorneys for Bush, meanwhile, filed their formal response to Gore's
challenge to the Florida result in the court of Leon County Circuit
Judge N. Sanders Sauls, saving the case should be dismissed and
laving oult their arguments against recounting selected votes.

Sauls has set a hearing on the vice president’s challenge for Satur-
day, but has not degided whether tg order a recount.

-
- L LD i 112)

T _— ™ e — r , T T y =

resmsee————

:} frmie = -anfe /S0 /e /o /as-3 ifez 3-33-R000
|  ETE (@RCTEE T WR-5I-(NEI-5-38. BI-CNGI-5I-bbQ
| 932 5T-CEI-¢e-9 SIS (WIS TR T YT TENAT
| 73 IEE ¥ TIOR | BT el ew cemzfnonR
| ST GRITS MHFN FEen ¢ WA AT @A @
| SI7g FT W03 S HesSs oW 800/- (512*13) T W1
(STEISTAIN) TE0 TSI 33-33-3000 TAR ofE  ofem
TIZL4 | F22@ JEMAT 33-3-2000 TIEAY @A Y3-00 ¥HET T4
A EACT, (37 S99, oF TAE T Afgepen FfEd/8
| 43 FA T-008(T IFS G IH @S 3@ 9 I 7=
| = 3200 55 92 w7 TAfEs wavmwTeIRe AN waAETYE
| (AT 23203 (% =% BAfES o4ew) | TF wifad 6 SuEe o) =R
| (19 73918 939 391 222 71 |
|  TTrF (T T FEA TOEE @ @ TAOE %9 S
| Tfes 23T U9 I IEF |
| (12 g F109
fafe-333a Tefa q&mm

Biman &
BANGLADESH AIRLINES

ZIA INTERNATIONAL AIRFORT KURMITOLA DHAKA PHONES 8914771-9, 89147304
CABLE AIRBANGLA TLX 542649 DAEG BJ

REF: DACPL/26/2000-200] Dated: 29-11-2000f

Tender Notice 5

No0.12/2000-2001

Scaled tenders are hereby invited by Biman Bangladesh
Airlines from interested manufacturers/distributors/suppliers
for the supply of the item mentioned below as per
details/specifications mentioned in the schedule:

0. UMBRELLA - 20,000 pes.
02. EHRAM BELT - 20,000 pcs.

Tender schedule mentoning tull details/specifications uI'
the stems. terms and conditions will be available from the|
Manager (Cash & Banking), Head Office "BALAKA",|
Accounts Officer (Cash Payment Unit). Admin. Building.
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Divisional Commissioncr (17, 12 Storied Govl. Olli(:c
Building. 1™ Floor, Room No.-206). Segunbagicha, Dhakal
on pavment of Tk. 500/- (five hundred) only per set nnn-

| refundable by applying own letter head pad during any
| working day up to 13-12-2000. !
Sealed tender should be dropped in the tender box kept in|
[.ocal Purchase Scction, Stores & Purchase Directorate,}
Biman Admin. Building, ZIA, Dhaka, Biman Press Building, |
Farmgare, Tejgaon. Dhaka and office of the Deputy Director, |
Local Govt. Dhaka Division, Room No.-205, 1™ 12 Storicd
Govt. Office Building. Segunbagicha, Dhaka latest by 1100
hours (BST) on 14-12-2000 & will be opened on the samel
day at 1230 hours at the premises of Stores & Purchase|
Directorate., Admin Building. ZIA. Dhaka in presence of thel
tenderers (if any). 1|
Biman management reserves the right 1o increase or
decrcase the quantity of the item and can accept or reject am}'
ar all the tenders without assigning any reason whatsocver. l
Choudhury Mohammad Khairul Alam “

(;D-111] Dy. General Manager (Purchase).

——————————

ZIA. Dhaka of Biman Finance Directorate & office of thell |
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“The trial court has made it virtually impossible lor the will ol the
voters to be known belore the deadline date passes,” Gore's lawyers
wrole.

They asked the state Supreme Court to order that the counting begin
as soon as Palm Beach County's ballots arrive in Tallahassee yester-
day.

“We're getling to the point where the count has to start if all of the
votes are going to be counted in a fair and accurate way,” Gore lawyer
David Boies said at a news conlerence.

Ina brief hearing vesterday, Sauls sald he intended to linish within
a week.

The intent is still to try to get this finished by Dec. 6 or 7. Whatever
we need to do ... we're going to get it done,” the judge said.

He ruled that several voter groups could intervene in Gore's lawsuit,
but only on a limited basis that did not necessarily ensure their con-
cerns would be heard in court.
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Trucks with loads of pro-independence supporters in Indonesia's
eastern most province of Inan Jaya arrive at the Papua taskforce
centre in the capital of Jayapura yesterday for the separatist's
Morning Star flag raising ceremony which mark the 39th
anniversary of a declaration of independence in the former Dutch

colony. -=AFP photo
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Gunman breaks
into Indian navy
chief's home

NEW DELHI, Dec 1: An armed
intruder broke into the residence
of India's Naval Chief Admiral
Sushil Kumar today, triggering a
shootout In which one guard was
wounded In the leg, reports AFP.

Delhi police sald they were
treating the case as atlempted
murder.

"What we know is that an
intruder entered the compound,”
sald navy spokesman Com-
mander Rahul Gupta.

"Some alert sentry spotted him
and there was an exchange of
fire,” Gupta told AFP, adding that
the intruder managed to escape.

Kumar and his family were In
the residence when the incident
took place around midnight last
night.

Prime Minister Atal Beharl
Valpayee telephoned Kumar to
enquire about the Incident.

Though the authorities have
only conlirmed a single Intruder,
"there could have been more,”
Gupta said.

The motive for the break in has
yel Lo be determined.

"We have registered a case of
attempt to murder,” Suresh Roy,
joint commissioner of police, told
a private television network here,

Ancient cemetery
discovered
in Yemen

SANAA, Dec 1: A team of
French archaeologlsts
announced Thursday that they
had discovered a cemelery
believed to date from the third
millennium BC in a desert region
of northwest Yemen, reports AFP.

The team, headed by Frank
Braemer, published a report
saying the cemelery covered an
area ol more than 20 square
kilomelres and consisted of more
than 1,500 pgraves that are
"among the most well preserved
in the Arablan peninsula.”

"The grave belong Lo a society ol
herdsmen living in desert areas of

T T .

w'__rl

b o

| ;
- L
‘LL =¥
- —— R — T RN~

Eighteen-year-old Priyanka Chopra (C) of India poses after winning the Miss World final with second
placed 18-year-old Giorgia Palmas (L) and third placed 20-year-old Yuksel Ak of Turkey (R) in the
Millennium Dome in London on Thursday.

--AFP photo

Bareilly basks in Miss World glory

LUCKNOW, India, Dec 1: The
non-descript town of Barellly in
northern India was basking in
reflected glory today after
homegirl Privanka Chopra's
lifted the Miss World crown al
London's Millennium Dome,
reports AFP.

“I'm [eeling so proud and
excited. The phone hasn'l
stopped ringing,” sald Chopra’s
grandmother, Madhu Jolsyana
Akhourt.

"My only advice to her when
she took up modelling and got
into the world of fashion was stlay
away from any indecent stuff,
Akhouri, 72, told AFP by phone
from the family home in Bareilly

1 earlv Fridav, lirefighters told AFP.

Yemen well away from oases,"” the

report said. in Uttar Pradesh state,

"Now since she's on top of the
world, 1 think she must have
listened to me,” she chuckled.

Thanks Lo her father's job as
an army doclor, the |18-year-old
Chopra moved all over India as a
child. during which time she was
largely brought up by her grand-
mother.

"She was a very happy child
who liked to sing Hindi film and
folk songs. She was also very
intelligent and never shied away
from competition,” Akhouri said.

"She's always been a golden
girl,” agreed Chopra's 35-vear-
old aunt Neelam Verma.

"Although she travelled a lot in

made her stand apart from the
crowd.” Verma sald.

‘She never put on any celebrity
airs with us, even after winning
the Miss India Litle. She was
always very straightforward and
hard-working."”

Chopras victory has con-
lirmed India’s recent domination
ol international beaulty pageants.

She was crowned by the outgo-
ing Miss World, Yukta Mookhev.,
from Bombay, who had herself
followed in the [ootsteps of Diana
Havden in 1997 and Aishwarva
Kaiin 1994

The current Miss Universe,
Lara Dutta. is also Indian, as was
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EiO killed in oil pipeline
blast in Nigeria

LAGOS, Dec 1: Around 60
people were killed when a Irac
lured fuel pipeline exploded into
flames outside Lagos port, Nige-
rian newspapers said today.

The lire appeared to have been
extinguished but erupled again

owned by the state-run Nigerian
National Petroleum Corporation.

Giving one of the [irst eyvewit-
ness accounts of the blast, Ayo
Idowu who lives close Lo Lhe site ol
the blast told The Comet he had
seen people siphoning ol fuel
fromTuesday

We ' saw people 'siphoning
petrol from that spot since Tues
day," he said.

"The hole from which it flowed
was small but continued to widen
by the day,"” he told the paper.

The lire erupted early Thurs
day In a fractured pipeline at a
stale-run loading depot at Atlas
Cove, just outside Lagos's main
Apapa Port.

The newspapers The Comet,
The Examiner and National Con-
cord said around 60 died in
Thursday's explosion.

A police ollicial speaking to
AFP on Thursday had put the toll
from the fire, at more than 50.

Many of the dead were fisher-
men who had gone to the isolated
spot to illegally siphon off fuel
from the vandalised pipeline,

50 dead in
Nigeria
bus crash

LAGOS, Dec 1: At least 50
people were Killed when a bus
smashed into a stationary vehicle
and burst into flames near the
southern Nigerian city of Benin
Wednesday, reports said today,
reports AFP.

Three passengers aboard the
luxury bus. travelling from the
capital Abuja to the southeastern

city of Aba, survived but the rest
were burnt beyond recognition,
the newspaper Vanguard said.

Al least 50 people are belleved
to have been on the bus at the
time ol the accident, which hap
pened on the road between Benin
City and Uromi in Edo State,
southern Nigeria, the paper said.

Divisional Police Oflicer Sam
Safana confirmed the incident 1o
the paper.

The accident came less than
one week after a bus slid off a
road near Benin and plunged into
ariver, killing up to 60 people.

A spokesman for Edo Slate
police declined to comment on the
report when contacted by AFP.

The Vanguard said the acci
dent happened in heavy fog.

The space shuttle Endeavour
lifts off from launch pad 39-B on
the 101st shuttle mission on

Thursday at the Kennedy
Space Center, Florida. Mission
STS97 1s todeliver a solar array
to the International Space
Station that will convert
sunlight into enough electricity
to power the station. On Earth,
it would be enough electricity
for 30 suburban homes.

-AFP photo
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an countries seem willing

to admit scale of AIDS problem

HONG KONG, Dec 1: Governments across Asia are continuing to
bury their heads in the sand over AIDS, with official numbers of suilfer-
ers revealing only a fraction of the true picture, according to health
workers, reports AFP |

While many of the region's governments want (o be seen to be taking
acton (o halt the spread of the disease, [ew seem willing to admit the
scileof the problem.

With pink buses, rock bands and free condoms all used to increase
Awareness on World AIDS Day, onlookers could be [orgiven for thinking

the battle against Acquired Immune Defliciency Syndrome was being
won.

statistics offer a starker account.

In China, where experts have long been warning of an Iimpending
catastrophe In the face of official denlal, Beljing s only now Iu-ulnnmg
to begrudgingly admit there may be a problem. )

The China Dally sald the number of confirmed Human Immune-
deliciency Virus or AIDS cases In China was 20,711 but admitted that
even medical experts’ estimates ol 500,000 at the end of 1999 were
conservalive,

“China Is on a fast track (o having a big epidemie,” sald Edwin Judd.,
China representative of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF).

“Unless there Is really substantial action in the next three or four
vears the real danger Is that we will have 10 million cases of HIV or
AIDS In the year 2010 or worse.,”

The majority of China's HIV carriers are in the countryside where
unmonitored blood selling has contributed to a rapid spread of AIDS.

In one notorious case, (ests Indicate around 65 per cent of the popu-
lation of Wenlou, a village in the central province ol Henan, have been

i i il o e

infected with the virus through blood donatlons.

In Vietnam, where a fleet of 20 pink buses took to the streets of Ho
Chi-Min City and Hanol to distribute free condoms, officlal figures are
also widely disputed.

According to the government, there have been 2.371 AIDS-related
deaths in Vietnam with a further 27,000 registered as HIV positive. Bul
UN figures suggest four times than many people have the virus

In Thalland, which has one ol the worst HIV/AIDS problems in Asla
- one in 60 of the population are infected -- the day was marked by low
key events Including a charity photo exhibition and late night televi
slon broadcast

Likewise in Cambodia - where. on one island, one in four policemen,
41 per cent of prostitutes and 10 per cent of military personnel have
HIV - the day's events were restricted to understated special education
programmes and a small carnival.

In Pakistan, another clash between official and independent statis
tes has lead to confusion over the number of AIDS suffers.

The National AIDS Programme's latest figures show 11 new AIDS
cases and 65 new HIV cases were reported this yvear, bringing the total
recorded HIV /AIDS cases since 1986 to 1,699,

United Nations and government figures put the number of
HIV/AIDS cases closer to 74,000, with widespread Intravenous drug
abuse, poor education about sale sex and prostitution blamed for the
spread of the disease.

In other parts of the region the day was used to highlight lack of
awareness over the virus.

In Malaysia, the official AIDS Council sald some 35,000 HIV/AIDS
sullerers were (oo afrald to reveal they had been infected for fear of the
reaction from thelr communities, ‘

India and abroad, she kept her the 1994 Miss Universe
culture intact and that's what Sushmita Sen
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