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PM reiterates
commitment
to CHT Accord

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

y said her government is

committed to full implementation

of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
Peace Accord, reports BSS.

In a message on the eve of the
third anni of signing of the
accord, Sheikh Hasina urged all
to unitedly build the country
sinking all ethnic differences.

The Prime Minister said her
i-:-nmcnt has taken extensive

lopment programmes for the
area where a task force Is working
for rehabilitation of the hill peo-

le.

S Besides, a 22-member

onal Council under the
chatrmanship of Jyvotirindriya
Bodipriya Larma has been work-
ing in the CHT since May, 1999.

She said the government has
constituted a Land Commission
headed by a retired judge of the

See page 11 col 6

DGFI to give
up land for
Int'l Mother

Language Instt

By Staff Correspondent

The DGFI is to give more than
one acres of land from its 5.3 acre
installation in front of Kakrail
Mosque on the southern side of
the Public Health Engineering
Department building to build the
Intermational Mother Language
Institute, sources said.

The Education Ministry has
already initiated a move to obtain
the land to implement a Tk 18-
crore project. already approved
by the ECNEC. A ten-storied
building would be built on a
2,364 square meters floor space
to house the institute first of its
kind in the region.

The Ministry sources said that
the military intelligence organisa-
tion, which is the custodian of the
large area in the heart of the city,
has agreed (o hand over the land
for ! the institute.

In the {irst phase of the con-

‘strnuction. a three-staoried build-

ing would be built and in the
second phase the entire structure
would take shape.
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Dengue scare revives

By Staff Correspondent

Dengue infection is spreading afresh In Dhaka
and Its surrounding districts.

Experts have warned that the infection would
linger in the country.

“A large section of people are already exposed to
infection with at least two out of four types of the
deadly virus. Unfortunately, It is beyond the control
of authorities," said one expert.

Officlal estimates sald at least 90 people have died
of Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever (DHF) and Dengue
Shock Syndrome (DSS) since July when the viral
infection, unknown to many, broke out. However,
unofficial death toll is much higher.

Some doctors treating dengue patients described
the fresh attack as ‘grave’.

“We thought dengue Infection would come to an
end shortly but the recent rise in admission of such
patients worry us a lot,” said a doctor at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where most of the dengue
patients in the city are admitted.

At a city clinic, another doctor who treated more
than 200 dengue fever cases sald, "Patients who are
conscious about the risk of dengue attack are get-

AL demands Pak apolo

Ung admitted to clinics.”
Government officlals who had earlier sald that the

viral infection would not linger after November now
says it might continue till the end of January.

"Aedes mosquito population is still abnormally
high. Until we can control it, dengue infection would
persist,” sald Dr Kanak Ranfan Talukdar, Director of
Disease Control.

Reports from various city clinics sald admission
of dengue patients is on rise. More than 800 patients
were admitted to clinics last month.

According to a WHO estimate, there are 50 million
cases of dengue infection worldwide every year. Two
fifths of the world's population 2500 milllon are at
risk of such Infection.

The latest WHO report on 'Dengue and Dengue
Haemorrhagic Fever' sald not only the number of
cases are increasing as the disease is spreading to
new areas but explosive outbreaks are also occur-
ring.

nﬁn estimated 500,000 patients are hospitalised in
the world each vear with dengue Infection and
roughly five per cent of them die, it sald.

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling Awami League has asked the Pakistan
government to apologise formally to Bangladesh for
the genocide, rape and mass destruction in 1971.

¢ call was made at a Central Working Commit-
tee (ALCWC) meeting of the party at the
Ganabhaban last night with Prime Minister and AL
chief Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

This followed recall of Pakistan's errant diplomat,
Deputy High Commissloner Irfan Raja, from Dhaka
for his derogatory remarks on Bangladesh's Inde-
pendence War.

Meeting sources told The Daily Star that the
ALCWC also sought withdrawal of the audacious
remarks made by Raja and asked Pakistan to for-
mally apologise for this.

The ALCWC resolved that mere recall of the
diplomat would not do. The Pakistan government
and the diplomat have to apologise for the “highly

derogatory remarks” hurting the national pride.

The meeting also expressed surprise at opposi-
tion BNFP's delay in giving reaction to the incident.
The BNP-led four party opposition alliance’s ‘silence’
on the Issue is ‘mysterious’, it said.

It felt that were links among the recent Incidents
of holsting of Pakistanl flag by a Jatlya Party
(Ershad) leader, publication of a parody of the
National Anthem by a daily and the audacious
remarks by Irfan Raja.

Sheilkh Hasina instructed the party rank and file
to guard against "fundamentalist and pro-Pakistani
forces” trying to turn the country into a "province of
Pakistan” and pursuing politics of killing and coup.

Later, the PM in inlormal talks with some senior
party colleagues gave them some instructions prior
to her departure on a nine-day visit to Europe.
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Winter on the wings

The chill of winter may not be in the air as yet, but the migratory birds have already started flying in
from the cold. Their destination is once again the water bodies in and around the National Zoo at
-- Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Mirpur.

'Trader shot dead 1n

By Staff Correspondent

One trader was shot dead and
another injured at West Hajipara
in the city yesterday [ollowing
dispule over trading in garments
cul piece in the area, police said.

In anothe®-incident, police
recovered the decomposed bodles
of two young men from a house at
East Rampura.

Zakaria Aziz alias Masum. 27,
was shot dead and Enamul Hugq.

police said.

35, was injured in a shootoul
between them and their business
rivals at an arbitration meeting at |
a house al West Hajipara. |

Enamul had called the meeting
after the Jumma prayerg fev: =
settement of the dispute. At one
slage, their rival group opened
fire, which was replied by them,

See page 11 col |
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who shunned thelr guns for roses.

Fr g -

Say 'no' to drugs... Pratyasha, an anti-drugs organisation, staged a rally in the city yesterday to

mark the World AIDS Day.

on February 10, 1998.

In fact white roses for an AK-56 were what
| Hasina traded with Jytorindriyo Bodhipriyo Larma alias Shantu
Larma, supremo of Shantibahini insurgents at Khagrachhari stadium

By Shehab Ahmed

The third anniv of signing of the peace accord ending decades
, f‘!‘insurgt'r”% Practs (CHT)will be observed today

separately by the government and the returnees from the bush war

Some 70 days after signing of the accord in Dhaka on December 2,
1997 which formally ended the bush war by Shantibahini guerillas,
| nearly 2000 of them lald down their arms at a surrender ceremony.
It was a long way from 1973 when Shantu Larma's elder brother
Manabendra Narayan Larma, a school teacher, MP and a rebel, had
initiated insurgency for self-rule in the CHT.

‘ start work

. stoppage
at Mongla

MONGLA. Dec 1: Loading and
unloading of goods in the port
were disrupted today as the ste-
vedores began a work stoppage,
reports UNB.

They stopped gang booking
from the evening shift today in
demand for booking of 18 workers
instead of 12 for each ship In the
port. sources said.

A total of 11 ships are now
waliling in the port for loading and

-~ Sta oL
tar photo unloading of goods.

been imposed.
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Avail the Opportunity of
Declaring Undeclared
Income

Are you worried about any income or
wealth which have not been declared in
Income Tax Department?

You can get rid of this problem by
declaring income for which tax has not
The
declaring such undeclared income can be
availed of by paving 10% income tax till
30" June 2001. The income tax authority
will accept this declaration without any
| question and will give an acknowledgement
| receipt which will be considered as an
| evidence of accepting the declared income.

Contact your concerned Tax Circle or
National Board of Revenue (Telephone:
| 8318120-26 Extension-296. '
detailed information.

National Board of Revenue
Website:http://www.nbr-bd.org
E-mail: member_tp@@nbr-bd.org

opportunity for

—Inside Today
Article

Asian Free
Trade Zone :
A Learning
Experience

Column: Connecting

the Dots
By Dr A R Choudhury

Page 4

Supplement

A two-page
supplement on the
‘National Day’ of
the United Arab
Emirates
(UAE) on
Pages 7T & 8
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Stop bad breath, fight tooth decay

|

Prime Minister Sheikh

After a series of dialogues, a cease fire In August 1992 and finally the

pEACe actor themsurgency was

But a close look into three years ol the peace accord shows that the

= _._-m Ga™
ember2. 199

vl FI LS

two sides have many more miles to trek before the accord could ge
stable footing, observers watching the situation believes
The government has taken up an elaborate programme to mark t|

third anniversary of signing of th
place at Khagrachhari today will be attended by Agricul
Motia Choudhury, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister
Hossain and CHT Affairs Minister Kalparanjan Cl

Chairman of the Regional Council (RC) for CHT Shantu Larma, who
enjoys the rank of a state minister, would celebrate the anniversary
separately at Rangamati. However

- he has been

Thorns remain in CHT peace

e accord. The main function taking
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Lhe chiel puest at the Khagrachhari lunction See p

Stevedores Hyman Rights Commission

still on drawing board

The government's plan to
establish an independent Human
Rights Commission (HRC) iIs in
cold storage for nearly one year
now despite rise In incidents of
human rights violation In the
country,

In line with its Constitutional
obligation, the government
planned to set up a powerful HRC
o protect, develop and ensure
human rights and approved a
draft proposal on December 23

- ——

d

o SR e o R

e S S —

20 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Safura Tower (6th Floor), Banani, Dhaka 1213. Phone: 8883701 (10 lines) Fax: 8810998 e-mail: vanikcc@agn. com

By Nazrul Islam

last year for establishing such a
comimnission.

The proposal was due to be
placed before the parliament for
its consideration in the millen
nium session in January last, but
it was not moved to the House yel

*The draft was sent to the
Ministry of Law for further vetting
after Cabinet approval last year
said an official.

According to the human rights
activists, some 1500 incidents ol

human rights violation including
incidents related to political
clashes. terrorism and violenct
on women are being recorded In

t"-‘t‘r}'Il]trIHhUHull.-l‘x!.'!.lL".
Bureau of Human Rights Ban

gladesh (BHRB), an organization
works for promotion of human
rights, has recorded a total of Y64
human rights violation in last
month

Incidents of terrorism, exti

See page 11 col 7
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We're now going online...

{Sone are the days when you stood in line waiting for the shopkeeper to call us to get a credit
confirmation on your card. All the shopkeeper now has to do is swipe your card, punch in your bill
amount and the response comes in automatically. Vanik going online means you spend less time
waiting in Q and more time doing what you really enjoy doing. ...shopping. ..
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... 50 that you don’t have to stand in one.

Separatist
guerillas kill
18 in Assam

GUWAHATI, Dec |: The death
toll from a massacre by separatist
guerillas in India’s northeastern
state of Assam rose to 18 today as .
four victims succumbed to their
Injuries overnight, reports AFP.

Heavily armed gunmen went
on a shooting spree last night,
killing 14 people on the spot and
wounding 12 others In three
simuitaneous atltacks In and
around the district of
Bongalgaon, 210 kilometres (130
miles) west of the state capital
Guwahatl.

"Four critically wounded per-
sons later died in hospital while
at least five seriously wounded
are batting for their lives” a
police spokesman told the news
agency over telephone from
Bongalgaon.

The vast majority of viethns In
yesterday's atlacks were mem-
bers of the business community
from the eastern state of Bihar.

Assam Chiel Minister Prafulla
Kumar Mahanta said the out-
lawed United Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA) was behind the
attack

S0 far, no separatist groups
have claimed responsibility for
massacre, the latest in a
series of bloody attacks on the

| non-Assamese community here.

>evenly people have now been
killed in the past month most of

| them Biharis and Hindi-speaking

Marwaris from the northern state

| Ol i{.i_]rl"\”l:ﬂl

The two communities are long
established in Assam. where they
have an influential stake In 1]'5'.‘
commercial sector.

Mahanta claimed 1 nasss
cre was politically motivated

A political party in connivance
| the ULFA h n behind
e [TIASS [ES Li
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Bid to kidnap
criminal from
police custody

foiled 1in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent
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