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Punish the Callous Garment
Industry Owners

ITH many a garment factory suspected to be a po-
tential death row in the wake of the knitwear factory
disaster in Narsingdi a week ago. it sounds well that a JS
body fs to probe the safety standards maintained by the
apparel industries. The parlamentary standing commit-
tee on labour and employment ministry will inspect the
garment factories and report their conditions to the
“mother committee on or before December 20. It will not
the safety gaps but also
£0 to recommend measures for bridging them.
One good feature of the five-member sub-committee
seems to be the inclusion of one MP each from the BNP
and Jatiya Party which gives it a representative charac-

Much as the involvement of the relevant
tary standing committee. or for that matter, of the sub-
committee formed under its authority in matters of
streamlining the danger-prone security situation at the
| garment units is welcome we cannot fail to see the adho-
¢ism aspect to it. True to the pressing nature of the task
a time-bound assignment has been given to the JS sub-
committee to complete its job in 21 days. It will cease to
exist after having submitted its report to the parliamen-
tary standing committee on labour and employment
which. needless to say. will take its time to
map out any future course of action as dictated by the

The first question to arise here is: why such a sub-
committee has not been a part and parcel of the main
committee when the job of factory inspections should
have been a matter of continuing concern for us. That
| said. as far as we knew, the parliamentary committees or
subcommittees constituted by them to respond
particular situation have a recommendatory role so that
the approach seems incomplete to us; for., it has not
spelled out, in the first place, what the implementational

We believe the standing committee on industries
ministry should have been drawn into the exercise for
the sake of an appropriate homing in on the issues in-
volved. For. the licences of the recalcitrant industrial
units may have to be cancelled eventually if they don't
change their ways. a step that the industries ministry

The BGMEA is to help the work of the probe com-
mittee by supplying a list of factories which failed to
meet the minimum safety requirements despite re-
minders. That is all very well; but what is it going to
do about the industrial units - and there are so many
the ill-fated Narsingdi factory -
which fall outside the pale of BGMEA membership?

The government has liberally given fiscal incentives to
the RMG sector and the latter makes a good deal of profit
out of the business as well. Why should not a part of
their earning go to improve the working conditions of the

How weak the government is to take charge of the
sector is borne out by the fact that it has only 13 factory
mspectors for Dhaka Division. How are they supposed to
industrial establishments in
that vast area. Obviously. the government has to answer
that question before it can proceed to improve the sccu-
{ritv situation in the factorics.

REE trade areas are galore
Fnowadays. They range [rom
the robust to the lacklustre.
The European Union evolved
from the Steel and Coal Commu-
nity of post-war Europe Into a
comimon market with free move-
ment of labour and capital and a
common currency to boot. NAFTA
ot off to a flying start with the
ISA, Canada and Mexico on
board. Murcusor and the Andean
Pact In Latin America, on the
other hand, are struggling to keep
their heads above water. African
Economic Community mired in
squabbling i1s yet to get off the
drawing board. ASEAN, estab-
lished as an Institution for main-
talning security interests ol the
members, is of late groping for an
economle role. In spite of SAPTA,
neighbourly enmity and suspi-
cion hobble SAARC to a degree
that makes ils emergence as a
common market not only remote
but almost inpossible. And then
there is APEC, the latest and the
biggest of them all, touted to
herald the pacilic century at the
time of its formation in 1989.
Every year therealler the organi-
sation has celebrated its anniver-
sary with a dash of razmatazz
and due panoply.

It now seems that except water
of the Pacific and the shirt of
uniform design worn on special
occasions by the heads of state
altending the annual summit
there is not much in common
among the members of APEC,
Both during the ministerial level
meetings and the subsequent
summit ol heads ol state held last
week in Brunel the air was rife
with a whiff of drift. At one stage
hubris and recriminations almost
threatened to scupper the annual
congregation. The eleventh surm-
mit of APEC's leaders finally
squeaked through with an innoc-
uous declaration for greater
economic co-operation and freer
trade. That the summit this year
would not be much different from
the past was a foregone conclu-
slon. But few anticipated the
acrimonious discussions and
wrangling that vitiated the minis-
ter level meetings preceding the
summit.

APEC, the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Co-operation, was lormed
in 1989 with great fanfare by 21
countries of the Pacilic rim. It
immediately became the largest
trading bloe in the world account-
ing for 60 per cent of the global
gross domestic product and 45
per cent of world trade. With this
lormidable clout the new trading
bloc seemed destined to become a
major player on the global eco-
nomic scene. Its immediate and
single most important objective
was to gradually reduce tariff
barriers among the member
countries reaching the goal of free
trade by 2020. Eleven years alter
the momentous inauguration
APEC has very little to show by
wayof achievéement as a free trade
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British Airways: Was it a great
way to fly?

Sir, The British Airways is supposed to be one of
the top Airlines. However with great dismay, |
would like to express my experience while flying
from USA via London to Dhaka on 15 and 16
November, 2000 by flight BA 145.

The services from USA to London was excellent
both in schedule, cabin and customer services.
However as soon it reached London and we were
preparing for the flight to the subcontinent of
India and Bangladesh things took turn for steady
deterioration.

We were asked to board the flight No BA 145 (in
the morning around 9:30 am) from London to
Dhaka and we were kepl seated in the aircraft for
more than three hours while the captain with the
help of the engineers was trying to repair a major
engine fallure. Knowing fully well that this sort of
repair takes a very long time, we were not allowed
to disembark. only to suffer sitting inside the air-

time, they decided to send us by another aircraft
and we were asked todisembark.

The time of the departure of our next flight was
never announced and we could not know the time
of our {light till Jate in the evening. However, we
were asked to board our new flight for departure at
7:30 pm.

Again we were Kept waiting in the aircraft for
quite sometime as it was announced that some of
our baggage could not be traced, so the flight was

| cancelled and we were asked to disembark from

the aircraft.

After we got down from the aircraft (for the 2nd
time) we were in utter confusion what was our next
step as nobody was immediately available to guide
us or inform us.

At last, at about 10 pm at night BA authorities
kindly agreed to give us hotel accommodation but

we were told only limited hotel accommodation
was available. To our utler surprise, we were not
given any accommodation in London but in Brigh-
tonn. We were told by British Airways authorities
that it will take 50 minutes to reach our hotel In
Brighton, whereas it took 2 hour 30 minutes. We
reached our hotel around 1 am at night. There was
no food for us in the hotel. We were asked to leave
for London before 6 o'clock In the morning after
staying in hotel for hardly 4 hours and we left

- | without breakfast to reach Heathrow Airport.

Agaln we had {o run to complete the formalities
o board the plane (3rd time for same {light). Being
without food for more than 18 hours we were fortu-
nate to have our regular lunch on board the flight
about 12 noon on 16 November.

Delays in flight are sometimes inevitable, but
could we not expect a little better deal as passen-
| gers? None of us had a free ride on the plane and
we think we could expect a little better care from
authorities of British Airlines, a globally reputed
Alrline.

Dr M S Islam, FCCP (USA)
Consultant Physician
107, Green Road, Dhaka.

Our tribal issues

Sir, One gets the impression afler perusing the
analysis In the perspeclive column (DS Nov 27)
that Dhaka cannot presume that the various dor-

mant issues of the unawakened tribal people in
Bangladesh are over.

with the partial solving of the CHT problem. The
problems in the CHT region is not much dissimilar
Lo that experienced by New Delhi in respect of the
political affairs of NE India. Even in 'developed'
Australia, only during the Sydney Olympic some
recognition of the rights of the tribal was conceded
during the ceremonial opening and closing of the
game.-

pleted for better integration of tribal life into
national current. If the politicians side-track the
basic approaches, the problems will linger and
assume more volatile outlets. Nip it in the bud.

The present regime has done some preparatory
work, but the political will may be severely tested
during the next few vears. Whether to make it an
election issue is for the political leaders to decide:
but the informed citizens would continue careful
monitoring of the nuances displaved from time to
time in the national press.

craft at Heathrow tarmac. However after a long -

away countries are getting the feel of the dubious
standard of politics In capital Dhaka. One such
letter from the USA (DS Nov 21) has proposed the
formation for neutral caretaker form of govern-
ment for a longer period of 10 to 15 years, to allow
the wallowing politicians some rest period for
recovery of their normal sense of direction in guid-
ing the affairs of the country

displace the existing system of working, to bring
about a change in the environment. Now it
appears, the politicians are themselves encourag-
ing the public to think of alternatives. One such
move, initiated by the politicians themselves, was

In fact the attention is just beginning, starting

In Dhaka, several home work need to be com-

AMA
Dhaka

Alternative form of
government

Sir, Now even Bangladeshis living abroad in far-

In life, it is necessary sometimes to replace and

conduct the general elections after every five years.
This precedent may now be enlarged to cover the
current problems.

allow this neutral non-political caretaker govern-

the formation of neutral caretaker government (o

Now, it seems, we have to go a step further and

ment to remain in power, for an extended period of
say llve years, Thal is, have alternate terms of CTG
every [ive years: and the politicians are elected for
a live year term once every ten years; for a limited
period, of say 20 years,

Let there be a referendum on the issue. But the
point Is that the local politiclans are never men-
tally prepared to lose and take It in good grace. The
people themselves must teach them a lesson by
making them wait before contesting for the seals.
Power lles with the people, not in their representa-
tives.

A Mawnz
Dhaka

Views expressed in this column are the writers' own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those views.
The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published
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bloc except the routine annual
minister-level meetings and the
ritualistic summit of heads of
state. The last summit confirmed
the susplicion that the idea of a
regional free trade area In the
Pacific rim may have come
unstuck. During the summit last
week In Brunel the supposedly
mighty APEC was seen helplessly
adrift in a sea of uncertainty and
misunderstanding.

~ Though theory trumped reality
al its birth APEC was a non-
starter by the most telling of
Indicators. It did not take long for
reality to come home to roost. The
hard fact, either ignored or mini-
mised in an atmosphere charged
with euphoria, is that the 21
member countries of APEC are so
disparate in political and eco-
nomic terms that they have more
divergent then common interests.
The economic fundamentals and
political dispensation that prevail
in each country (or groups of
countries) at present critically
overwhellm the few common
interests even in the long haul.
Between the distant common
future and the divergences of the
present is a divide that is hard to
be bridged by high-minded decla-
rations.

A quick look at the politico-
economlic profile of the members
reveals the predicament of APEC
succinctly. The USA, Japan,
Korea, Australia are economic
giants with stable democracles
and unbridled market economies
compared to the rest of the mem-
bers. China and Vietnam remain
wedded to communism politically
while lurching gingerly towards
markel socialism. Oil producing
countries like Indonesia, Malay-
sia and Brunei have dilferent
interests (raising oil price) and
compulsions (toeing the OPEC
line) than the other members who
are vulnerable to oil price hike.
Russia is an Asian country only in
name with very weak economic
ties with the Asian countries
particularly in the south. The
smaller countries are not only

APEC Adrift

The fact that the developed countries belonging to APEC were not preoccupied with thoughts about
freeing trade among the members and were more concerned with resumption of global round qf
talks under WTO reveals their actual intent. They want to use the APEC forum to promote their
global interests through WTO. One may not go as far as calling them Fifth columnists. I?ut they
very well stand indicated of setting the ship of APEC adrift through their myopic view.

IN MY VIEW

Hasnat Abdul Hye

wary of America and Japan but of
China also, particularly after its
WTO membership Is concluded.
For the countries In Southeast
and East Asia subjected (o the
sudden economic jolt caused by
the linancial meltdown of 1997
liberalisation and opening up of
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the economy has suddenly
become an anathema. Under the
cireumstances progress Lowards
a lariff free trading arrangement
has been lardy and lackadaisical.

To make matters worse, the

developed member countries like
the USA and Australia insisted on
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The eleventh summit of APEC's leaders finally squeaked through

with an innocuous declaration for greater economic co-operation
and freer trade. That the summit this year would not be much differ-
ent from the past was a foregone conclusion.

including global round of trade
talks in iJhE agenda for the APEC
meeting this year. The proposal
could not have been made at a
more inopportune time. With the
lurking doubts in their minds
about the benefits of an associa-
tion among the unequals and the
memory of the nightmarish expe-
rience of the financlal crisls of
1997, the South Aslan countries
_{nlned hands In opposing a reso-
ution that would have called for
resumption of the global round of
(rade talks under WTO. While
USA. Australia and New Zealand
tried to persuade the other mem-
bers that WTO should resume
the global trade talks by 2001, the
Asian countries, led by Malaysia,
were against a specific date to be
mentioned in the Summit resolu-
tion. The difference in the
approaches of the developed and
developing members to the Issue
has its origin in the dispute
among the two blocs in general
within WTO. The developin
countries have been critical o
their exclusion in malters of
decision-making in WTO, like
agenda-setting. participation in
stralegic committees, etc which
are allegedly monopolised by the
developed countries. The WTO
conference in Seattle last vear
was disrupted and cancelled not
only by demonstrations on the
street. Frustration and indigna-
tion among the developing coun-
tries attending the conference
over what was perceived as their
blatant sidelining and
marginalisation by the developed
countries contributed not insig-
nificantly to the ignominious
collapse of the first round of trade
talks. Like all the other develop-
ing countries, the South Asian
countries belonging to APEC now
are Insisting that decision-
making in WTO be more broad-
based giving equal voice to them.
More specifically, they too would
like to de-link issues like environ-
ment and labour standards from
the WTO round of talks.

Having failed to adopt the
agenda of their preference and go

ahead with discussion based or

the same in Seatle, the developed

countries Inﬂuﬁlf:m sought

a resolution that would kick-starg

modification. 'Imhqh ed to e m% ]
ressure on olther countries and

lpht WTO with the collective m

e e [

of 21 member couniries of Ap

representing two-thirds of E:

world population. Bul here the
spoiler In the eyes of the North,
Malaysia took up the cudgel tofoll

the cunning attempt. It re
unstinted support from the
Aslan countries. Ina co o
move between the Uni
Australia and New Zealand onthe
one hand and the Asian slateson
the other that revealed the differ-
ences more than highlighting the
unity, the APEC suminit calledfor
an early resumption of the world
trade talks without mentioning
any date. The final stat [
from the APEC minister's meet-
ing, while stressing APEC's com-
mitment to the goals of free trade,
emphasised that the global trade
talks should be broad-based,
balanced and respond 1o the
interests and concerns of all WTO
members meaning the devel
countries. The Malaysian Trade
Minister, who sparred pugna-
ciously with the US Trade
sentative at the ministerial meet-
ing, was more speciflic and forth-
right. She said, "There is no con-
cession at all. It is a consensus.
They (USA) are as pragmalic as
we are. We warnl (o see an agenda
(for WTO trade talks) first.”

The fact that the developed

countries belonging Lo APEC were
nol preoccupled with thoughts
about freeing trade among the
members and were more con- t
cerned with resumption of global s
round of talks under WTO reveals
their actual intent. They want to £
use the APEC forum (o promote :
their global interests through E
WTO. One may not go as far as =
calling them Fifth columnists.
But they very well stand indicated
of setting the ship of APEC adrift
through their myopic view.
Unless they make common cause
with the developing countries in
holding the helms steady and
steering APEC (o its designated
destination (i.e. free trade among
the members) there does nol
seem to be a future for the organi-
sation. A house divided against
itself cannot stand. It Is an old
proverb that has not lost ils
shine.
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HINGS can be narrow and
wide in length, depth and
height. For example, there
are fossils called Fusulinella and

Crepicephalus, which are narrow
in time range but wide in geo-

graphic distribution. In the
Aegean coast ol southwestern
Turkey, Melas carpets have

unusually wide borders in rela-
tion to their narrow [ields.
Whereas the Lough lake in North-
ern Ireland is long and wide, with
a very narrow entrance. But what
about the narrow rifts, which are
widening in our minds everyday
as truth and reason drift away
from each other like tectonic
plates in an earthquake?

What about the deep swathe of
perplexity running along our
sensibilities like a fault line sear-
ing through surface of the earth?
What aboult the truth encroached
by travesty, the good Infringed by
evil, and the reason lorfeited by
razzmatazz? Theré are narrow
little gaps in our subconsclous
minds, which are stretched daily
by our absurd manners. We love
our country, vet we would do
everything to jeopardise ils
future. We abhor politics, but
inculcate its outrage in our pas-
sions. We adore religion, while
admonishing its precepts for
restraint and moderation.

According to British playwright
Tom Stoppard, death is the
absence of presence, a gap we
cannot see. If there are narrow
gaps widening daily, the fact that
we cannot see them is because
there is a certain kind of death
about us. A policeman walched
pornography in his house and
then swooped on.an eight-year
old to release his libido with the
reflex of a shopper picking up
merchandise from the shelf of a
store. The fact that the little girl

All narrow gaps are widening but one. It's the gap between the rational
and the animal. While the void is filling our existence, it is failing our
essence. Hence, the ultimate contradiction: the widening gaps are

could get hurt both physically
and emotionally didn't stop a
grownup man from crushing her
frail frame under the explosion of
lust.

It can be called cruelty in one
word, but, in effect, is a gap
between compulsion and com-
passion. It's through the crack of
this gap that a newborn baby fell
into the dumpster in Hazaribag,
or an unfortunate NGO worker
ended up dead inside a sack after

narrowling us as humans.

and need. It's the mother of all
caps. which gives succour to both
cruellty and dishonesty. The
policemen, the bureaucrats, the
politicians, and who-not are
constantly thrashing out their
unbridled desires, which super-
sede their means. Of late, a court
has condemned to death a son,
daughter, and mother of the same
family for killing a young house-
wife over dowry. Thus greed has
become a family enterprise,

CROSSTALK

Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

her violators gutted her body with
lewdness.

Likewise, there is a gap called
dishonesty, which is a disparity
between Integrity and indul-
gence. The meter-reader from the
electric- or water-supply office
and the income tax inspector In
your tax zone slip through this
gap unless you will strike a spe-
cial deal with each of them. You
musl not only pay your dues, but
also must ensure the payments
are recorded In appropriate
books. If you don't do that and
your receipts are lost, they can
come years later with heaps of
fines and blame it on you.

Another gap is greed, the yawn-
ing discrepancy between want

lers are
raised in the shadow of parental
indiscretion.

where sons and daugh

If greed is the mother of all
gaps, hypocrisy is their cradle.
It's the distance between truth
and travesty, where reason is
captive in the hands of its alter
ego named pretension. More than
one hundred workers got killed
and Injured in a [factory in
Narsingdi. The government
expressed its shock and ordered
an investigation into the tragedy.
Similar accidents have taken
place in the past and govern-
ments have given similar reac-
tions. But nothing came out of
those Investigations, nobody got
punished and workers still die on

account of inadequate fire safety.

The gap between word and
action has widened most giving
rise to the gap of all gaps: para-
noia. We live in fear and distrust;
wife with husband, father with
son, and sister with brother.
Recenlly, a teenage girl refused to
recognise her father. In her
bizarre delusion, she claimed to
have been raised in a spacious
house in a foreign land where her
mother and grandmother had
golden hairs. We shall never know
what psychological disorder had
prompled her to slip into that
imaginary world, but she broke
down in tears in the end and
accepted the reality of her ordi-
nary background like a bird shot
down in the middle of its flight.

Whereas imagination is meant
to be a filler between real and
ideal, one that narrows the gap
between the attainable and unat-
tainable. But illusion is different;
itis the void within the void where
the ideal is real because the real
isn't ideal. This void can start off
terrible discontents at times.
During the Cultural Revolution in
China, a crowd had “struggled
against” the then Chinese head of
state Liu Shaogi aimagination,
social upheavals are logical con-
clusions. The Reformation had
started when a new realisation
had dawned upon men about
their relationship with god, which
would eventually spread in the
form of the Renaissance move-
ment. And this movement inten-
sified through Age of Enlighten-

The Narrow Wide Gaps

ment in the 18th century and
onwards. Man now claimed to be
able to understand the universe
by virtue of his possession of the
divine gilt of reason. Bvil was the
result of frrational conditions of
life. and man tiad it in his
to improve his lot by the pursuit
of science and education. The
man of the world being more
highly regarded than the devout
Christian, good taste and com-
mon sense came Lo be demanded,
and literature assumed a mark-
edly didactic character. 4

The French Revolution, the
American Revolution, the Com-
munist Revolution and every
other dogmatic movement since
then flowed from the Enlighten-
ment, because mankind never
ceased to struggle to fill the ;
blanks of its imagination. But too
many blanks persist in our
minds, and we cannot do any-
thing but let them grow in the
languid oppression of their
aggressive emptiness. The
extreme of that emptiness
resounded last Tuesday in the old
part of this city, where assailants
came in a group, pulled down
shutters of a shop in broad day-
light and chopped the shop ownér
lo death. Neighbours saw every-
thing and heard screams for help
from inside the shop. They even
saw the assailants when they left,
pulling down the shutters on
their way out. The police came
after a long time, and everything
had returned to emptiness again.

All narrow gaps are widening
but one. It's the gap between the
rational and the animal. While
the void is filling our existence, it
is failing our essence. Hence, the
ultimate contradiction: the wid-
ening gaps are narrowing us as
humans.

X

LT L]
L e TR ]

il

.'r ¥
bl *

-
L

s I

™

It is Far from Over Although Bush Declared the Winner in Florida

UNDAY evening around

8:00 PM (EDT) Florida's

controverslal Secretarv of
State, Ms. Katherine Harris,
declared In a press conference al
state capital Tallahassee that
Governor Bush is the official
winner. Al the last officially
certified count Vice Presldent
Gore was shown to be defeated by
Bush by only 537 votes. [t
remains to be seen whether this is
the end of a long drawn process
that was started on November 7
when the poll ended in the eve-
ning.

So much voting irregularities
was documented iIn Florida,
especially in three metropolitan
counties in southern Florida, that
one thing Is for sure: this race is
far from over. Al Gore's lawyer
had already hinted that they will
contest in the court the outcome
of Florida's official result. Now
that the Secretary of State of
Florida has declared the result, it
paved the way lor more litigation.

The state of Florida is con-
trolled by Republican machine.
Contestant Bush's younger

The Race for 43rd Presidency in the USA

brother, Mr. Jeb Bush, is the
governor of Florida. The Secre-
tary of the State of Florida, Ms.
Katherine Harrils, Is also a
staunch Republican. Therefore,
there Is a definite bias in favour of
Bush, as far as the state adminis-
tration Is concerned. Immedi-
ately alter the election result was
declared in Florida for the first
Wme (November 8, 2000) and later
when it was revealed that some
serious voling irregularities took
place In heavily populated coun-
ties in southern Florlda, Al Gore
asked for manual recounting of
the entire state of Florida, The
Bush camp knew that it would
spell disaster for their candidate.
They immediately shot down the
proposal. Later, litigation and
counter litigation took place In
varlous courts (Florida State
Court, Supreme Court of Florida,
and even at Federal Supreme
Court).

While manual vote re-counting
was golng on,
between Bush and Gore came

the dillerence

by A.H. Jaffor Ullah

down to about 200 or so at one
point. Then, after counting the
overseas vote the difference wid-
ened to 900 plus votes in [avour of
Bush. Then again when some
counties started to hand re-count
the voles, Gore was receiving
more votes. But the irony Is that
the Miami's Dade county, where
more Democrats live, they
stopped hand re-count with the
limsy reason that it would be
humanly impossible to finish the
re-count by the deadline imposed
by Florida's officials, Also, hand
re-counting of the ballots was not
done completely in populated
Palm Beach county. Taken
together, 1 get the feeling that
there Is something grossly wrong
about the way vote re-counting
was done in Florida. For one
thing, It was far from complete.
Why pressure was applied from
the state's election board to rush
the hand re-count (first the state
of Florida tried to block it, but the
court intervened)? 1t Is so appar-
ent that Florida's officials have

politicized the issue of manual
hand re-count. Therefore, it
remains to be seen how this arbi-
trary decision by Florida's Secre-
tary of State to declare the elec-
tion in favour of Bush plays out
among the voters of Florida and in
rest of America.

Immediate reaction from Gore
has not come as ol this writing,
but Gore's running mate Senator
Joe Lieberman reacted by sayi ng.
‘This evening, the secretary of
state of Florida has decided to
certify what by any reasonable
standard is an Incomplete and
inaccurate count of the votes cast
in the state of Florida.” He fur-
ther said, "How can we teach our
children that every vote counts if
Wwe are not willing to make a good-
faith effort to count every vote?”
Senator Lieberman concluded
saying, "Because of our belief in
the importance of these funda-
mental American principles, Vice
President Gore and I have no

choice but to contest these
actions.”

As the morning sun rises the
horizon further above one thingis
sure 1o happenthe lawyers repre-
senting Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman would head towards
courts In Florida and elsewhere
challenging the validity of
Florida's official election result.
Florida's Secrelary of State, Ms.
Katherine Harris, had been a i
partisan supporter of Governor
Bush [rom the very beginning and 2
her decision to declare Governor
Bush memmmmlem%
Florida is purely based on partial
hand re-count. The court will
soon decide whether she has
been fair and square to both the
Republicans and rats. As
| said it earlier, "It ain't over Ull it
is over.” Brace for a querulo
week. We will hear a lot more in
the media about Katherine Har-
riss arbitrary decision to give
Florida's 25 electoral college vote
to Texas Governor Bush. whick
he needs so desperately to
become the 43" president of i
great republic. , |
sSclenlist, writes
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