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~ Waiting for the Dawn
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upheavals.
There had not been steady and

~_econsistent culture and tradition

of real democracy or liberal
democracy as is now prevalent in

archy. Under colonialism there is
naturally no scope of nurturing or
practice of democratic polity and

values. Feudal monarchy, on its palace Intrigues and civil and democratic rights with one army ground due to various faclors. : Recen been termed are . What do sad-
part, does not encourage democ-  gencies at different places, wars  military bureaucrats engaged ruler alter another mulinel; What Is now practised in the umlr"f:i's mmtt!ah&l:;ts%f?ginu. Apart ﬁoa,: ership can ahoutn?hﬁl: It is true that people of | 2
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South Asia. Against this back- coalition governments like nine 1956 was abrogated at gunpoint  amidst a sanguinary war as a supremacy of leaders and the | reasons are? started, their mﬁ'q!ng'

drop, democracy could not gain
gound and strong moorings in
uth Asia as a whole.

During the last half a century
ar so only two South Aslan coun-
tries - namely India and Sri Lanka
- had the singular credit of unin-
terrupted democratic rule and
peaceful transfer of power reflect-
ing popular will or mandate. The
rest of South Asia - Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Nepal - could not

emergency rule enforced by the
then Prime Minlster Indira Gan-
dhi in 1975 the Indians more or
less enjoyed democratic rule.
Despite assassinations of Indla’s

death in quick succession of
Prime Minister Jawharlal Nehru
and his successor Lal Bahadur
Shastri, series ol serious Insur-

pins in recent days and other
turbulence, democracy in India
sustained because of Its inherent
strength and resilience. There
were, however, obvert and covert
aumn&ts for changing the coun-
try's basic laws and switching
over to presidential system. But
in the face of stiff opposition from
the civil soclety and democracy
loving general masses these were
nipped in the bud. The island

the people of the eastern wing as
regards their cultural entity. He
was also [eeble in health and
passed away shortly after the
creation of Pakistan. Liaqot All

racy. But he too could not live
long and was gunned down in a
mysterious way. Then started

when the Army Chief Ayub Khan
usurped power in 1958. He tried
to subdue the Bengalees and
after 10 years had to make an
ignominious exit at the crest of
public discontent. He brought
Pakistan to the brink of disaster.
Then came Yahya Khan. He gave
elections - the last and first In
united Pakistan. But when
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
Awami League won a landslide

In 1999 General Pervez
Musharaff ousted the eclvillan
government of Nawaz sharifl and
usurped power. Nawaz Is now
serving long faill sentences and

clans in Pakistan. It is indeed a
tragedy that the people of Pakl-
stan have been deprived of their

direct protest against Pak army
rulers' refusal to honour their free
cholces - thelr democratic rights.
Within three and half vears
Bengalees' long-cherished dream
of democratic dispensation was
rudely shattered and one-party
monolithle rule was superim-
posed on them. This paved the
way for long direct and quasi-
military rule. Finally in December
1990 the long 21 years of auto-

made a ceremonlal figurehead.
Bul the internecine feuds, greed,
squabbles and corruption amon
politicos have largely frustrate
the people aboul the future of

In the introduction of this write
up it was mentioned that democ-
racy in South Asla could not gain

party rather than the people,
Dynastic rule in party hlerarchy
is still widely and assiduous!

practised. Black money Is decid-
ing the result of the elections,
Delhi High Court's recent ruling
in this regard about the play of
black money and fear psychosis
of the podfathers and mafias
(called money and muscle power)
IS an eve-opener and s more or
less not only in India, but also in

'US wants to act as a dada’

Asghar All Engineer (AAE): South Asian geo-
graphlical entity was tore apart by the western colo-
nialists and later on by our own politicians. In that
way even in Asia we have some conmunonalties, but
these commonalties are much more when L comes

there been no colonial intervention in 18th and 19th
centuries, And during the Mughal rule. South Asia
extended up to Afghanistan and Burma. Every part
of South Asla was one political entity at one time.

AAE: Baslc reason Is
Kashmir. Even America
has described South Asla
as a flash polnt. There are
two factors: one Is Kash-
mir and the other Is
nuclear explosions. Both
Indla and Pakistan have
exploded nuclear devices,
so they are worrled that at
some point a nuclear war
might starl. That's wh

not interested in ;ﬁac
with India would be thelr decrease their inte
their Importance in Pakistan. Nawaz Sharif was

“}.

interested to develop friendship with India because |

he Is a businessman and wi

lary was not interested and they started K

the whole process of was destroy

ing back to the core problem of South Asia |

Kashmir - it's ultimately the mlc o

Kashmir

Increased many
manyfold. That's why

the rebels a

take up you cause
unless you lay down
your weapons'. | also
spoke to the people in

told that militancy has
totally d th

sustain democratic norms and republic of Sri Lanka, despite its  victory bagging only two but all  ecratic rule was toppled by an South Asia as a whole. South Asia }{:E ;gf a&?]lﬂ- 151001#1 hand in this milttancy. It
had to undergo long spell of auto- long ethnic Insurgency, contlnj seals In erstwhile East Pakistan  unprecedented mass upsurge. Is In a vicious circle of corrupt | oiherwise there are no Is a very serious matter
cralic rules. Bhutan is a monar- u€d with its democratic norms  the army in connifvance with Z A During the last 10 years Bangla-  politics and it is difficult for the § pot spot other than Kash- that Pakistan wishes |
chy where the King is supreme and practices, albeit the fact that  Bhutto, the then majority leader  desh have had two free and fair  peoples of the region to extricate | mir and strained relation ood of the ple of
! and the Moldavians cannot till !0 have strong central govern- in Pakistan, refused to hand over elections. But it cannot be saild themselves from it. This is why | between India and Paki- ashmir.DS:0 you

now exert themselves into organ-
ised political groups.

When in August 1947 the
British decided to partition the
subcontinent in line with reli-

ment it switched over Lo presiden-
tial form of government in the late
'70s. One of the facts for the sus-
tenance of democracy is high rate
of literacy and high degree of
political consciousness among

power (o the majority ruler and
party contrary to universal demo-
cratic rule. The Bengalees
revolted and the Pak army Junta
perpetrated one of the worst

that democracy has been estab-
lished. There has not been an iota
of cooperation between the ruling
party and the opposition on any
issue other than the passage of

there Is no peace in South Asia
and the region is groping in abject
poverty, in fact it is the largest
poverty pockel in the world. This
anomaly is due to the fact the
rulers in South Asia are the new

slan.

DS: But what about
the internal factors
like insurgency in Sri
Lanka, Maoists' actions

think the peace pro
cess can again be
revived with the
SAARC initiative?
What do you think is
the future of SAARC?

L g e e genocides in 1971, Finally Paki- the 11th and 12th amendments in Nepal etc? hope anything
;g;:rt:feﬁg:]fiﬁl??du%; Er:g-fll? lgt?:n the populace. There is, h({wm'er. 4 stan lost its easlern wing which (o the constitution. Currently Brahmins who replaced the alien ME: These cannol ;i:%‘;ln%
BNl (Aslan: conmnitries nitallv long spell ol emergency rules became Bangladesh. Negation of there is long standing stand off rulers without any change In | lead to war between two AAE: No., SAARC
decided to chart a democratic curbing press ffi‘ff}m" ﬂrlfi_ democracy thus resulted in the petween the two sides and parlia- their mindset. They are ruling | countries: for example in initiative o Y e i -
course for their peoples. Their !11:1111311 _righls I"IE‘*LE&::IIHI("(} by slicing down of Pakistan. The ment has been tragically turned their countries with the mindset | Sri Lanka it's a civil Was welcome both the
option was parliamentary democ- exigencies [_uglled by on-going  price was rather too heavy. Then intoaruling party affair. of the colonial rulers. In such a and that's why they don't countries, because they -
racv In imitation to the Uniteq Pitter Tamil insurgencies df}(;.l the lollowed about five years of civil- P e T P deplorable situation democracy | describe it as a flash particularly India - do
Kingdom - the former colonial aborted Marxist (JVP) uprisings  jan rule with Z A Bhutto as Prime n ne hingdom ol Nepal tn€  ~annot take roots and flourish. point; and therere no not want any third v

J'a:;:‘*-\'-": society. There is a saying that one way to ]\_"’5 Nepal is rocked by a rebels constituted one of the pre- | never end. Look at them: the same compelition led SMRC_ area. SAARC will economically benefit the
S developed between the judge good governance is whether a young - & four-year-old insur- requisites for the discussions. Russia and America to disastrous Fite of nuclear countries, and other regions will give more impor-
| right-w u(':jl gh Is:l amic lady would be able to xﬁ:ﬂk alone after dark | | P i% gency by Maoist rebels Last month, the government released | weapons which can destroy the world several time :ﬁgﬁ: r;ﬂ us iflall Otf U?j:lfeﬂli;_lmﬁd- ‘e'll have much
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Women Conductors
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A political storm has

reported that the Bus
service (called New Shaandar-majestic-
Bus Service) between Landhi suburb to
central district, Saddar in Karachi has put
on first-ever women bus conductors that
sparked protest from the fundamentalist

to life and to work. Only denying them the
humanity of the other can carry out ili-
treatment or unjust treatment to women.

Napoleon's words are memorable when
he said some thing like this: "Give me good
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Uncertainty Looms

By Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury.

the social and economic
structures. The Mapisls have gained
strength in recent times and war with the
security forces has so far claimed more
that 1500 lives. Efforts are continuing for a
settlement of the problem through discus-

e — e r— e e it i

“killings and destruction” and was joining

mainstream regular politics. He later
issued a statement saying that he was

tortured to give earlier views andhat the
government had forced him to make the
statement. The rebels, who model them-

nuclear divices that may have a chance (o be used.
The whole lhinglgol aggravaled after Indla and Paki-
stan went nuclear. Until the nuclear explosions,
even Kashmir was not called a flash point.

DS: What would be your opinion about the
nuclearisation of the s ntinent?

AAE: 1l am tolally against it. Nuclearisation should
not take place. Nuclearisation doesn't help any
country; it even does not increase defence mecha-
nism. But it certainly Increases sense of insecurity.
Since both India and Pakistan have nuclear devices,
il one country increases its nuclear capability, the
other will also go for more. So this competition wil

should nol go for weaponisation, but I would say all
nuclear devices shivuld be destroved. They should
sign the international ueaties not (o Increase their
weapons pile. Some of us have been protesting
against nuclear weapons in India. Earlier in Novern-

intervention. As far as SAARC is concerned, the
current stalemate is urfortunate. but we should not
despair. | see a ;]:ood future of SAARC, because Euro-
pean Unity, which has now become a reality, started
with very vague concepts hopes. It has been a signif-
icant step towards a confederation in Europe l?;‘m
very hopeful about SAARC:; it may not be in my
lifetime, but SAARC unity will become more con-
crete and it may lead to confederation ultimately. |
have a strong plea to make that “visa should be
abolished among our countries”. We are culturally
so close to each other, therefore people should have
freedom to move around in different countries in

terms of greater unity of the region?

AAE: Yes, the idea should be to carry all the coun- §

tries together. Ii India is excluded. SAARC unity will
not have much of an impact. I am not sa
India should act as a big brother, no. There's a bi
population in India, therefore excluding India wo

' thers, I shall give vou good soldiers". , , ber, we had a big conference icipated by intellec-
- forces. They consider it "immoral”. gﬁri ri:;s AN recen% \ ﬂé-i?llmé, Indif \;’o; d | sionsbut so far no tangible headway could selves after Peru's Shining Path guerrillas | {yalsand peace activists in New Deﬁ-ﬂ_ These are the nol help. Then when India come in the picture,
The service Is reported to be a collabora- Bank's President James Wolfensohn has | e made. The country's opposition party and describe themselves as Lal Shena. | means through which you can put pressure. | know nal ly the Pakistan factor becomes important.

tion between the Sindh government and a
private enterprise. Haji Mohammad Igbal,
the Chairman of the bus service justifies
the appointment of women conductors for
various reasons. They are: aj it is a luxury
bus service with more than average fare
and the passengers will be less and there-
fore it is conducive for women to work, b)
women conductors would attract women
passengers in the bus, c¢) it relieves the
women lo travel in an uncongested bus
without being victims of eve-teasing and
finally d) the employment of women is a
step towards restoring their self-esteem by
encouraging them to be economically inde-

pendent.

The fundamentalist forces, on the other
hand, argue that being used as bus con-
ductors is degrading women and they
should be given jobs as teachers or other
noble professions. They argue further that

underscored the empowerment of women
that has multiplying effects on the society.

David Landes in his book "Why Some are
rich and Some So poor’(Amazorn: 1998:US)
argues that Christianity encourages a
greater assertion of political and economic
rights for men and women. This in turn
helped, according to Landes. to develop a
split between secular and the religious,
unlike Islamic societies where the two
remained virtually one in many countries.
Hefurther argues that in the later part of the
20 century Western culture has encour-
aged the maximising of wealth through the
emlEowwment of women. One may disagree
with him on his provocative statements but
the truth is that in many Islamic countries
the women are grossly discriminated in the
society as to what they can do and cannot do
as against male population.

There is a view that there has been a

has also lent its support towards a negoti-
ated settlement of the insurgency which
has become a major headache for the
government of Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala. Nepal's main opposition -
Nepal's Communist Party -United Marxist
and Leninist (NCP-UML) have offered to
mediate between the government and the
rebels on the issue for a resolution of the
conflict.

The government has favourably
responded to certain demands of the Mao-
Ists like release of some of their leaders
from jails. The government says the ball is
now in the court of the rebels for a mean-
ingful dialogue to end the insurgency. But
this developments, notwithstanding, no
concrete advancement has taken place
towards a negotiation between the two

They announced that they would not talk
o the present government. The govern-
ment then accused the rebels of using the
proposed talks as a publicity stunt. Dep-
uty Prime Minister Ram Chandra Poudel
said two weeks ago that the government is
always ready for talks and the ball was in
the court of the rebels.

Earlier, general secretary of the opposi-
tion Nepal Communist Party (NCP-UML)
Madhav Kumar sald some of his party
leaders met Maoist chiefs in an insur-
gency-hit district Iin midwest Nepal and it
is his belief that the rebels are keen for
dialogue. He said Maoist themselves are
doubtful about the success of their violent
campalgn. Some sources sald Madhav
Kumar himself held talks with rebel leader
Prachanda. The opposition leader had
expressed his willingness to broker the

there have been anti-nuclear movement in Pakistan
also and they are opposing nuclearisation of Paki-
stan.

DS: Why do you think the US wants India and
Pakistan to sign CTBT without signing it itself?

AAE: It's because the US want monopoly of
nuclear power; it wants to act as a dada; it want to
dictate terms over other nations. As | have dedicated
myself in promoting peace and harmony, I am
against nuclear weapons anvwhere in the world; all
nuclear weapons should be destroyed. And America
should take the lead in doing so.

DS: What does the recent interest of the US in
South Asia imply? Is there is anything more
than the market factor?

AAE: Basically it is the 'markel factor. In fact,
President Clinton came to visit India, but for politi-
cal reasons, he went to Bangladesh and Pakistan.
And especially his visit to Pakistan was extremely
sensitive. It was nothing to do with business inter-
est, but if he didn't go there, the US influence would

So, other SAARC counties should also use their
influence in to bring about resolution of conflict
between India and stan. Well. of course that has
to be without intervention, I mean in friendly man-
ner, with nice negotiation.

DS: You talk about economic cooperation, but
at the same time there's a lot of military activi-
ties going on in the region.

AAE: As far as my individual opinion is con-
cerned, | feel that mili should be disbanded in all
South Asian countries. There should be vulunl’arg
services, if there's any threat all citizens shoul
defend thelr countries. Mili is a waste of our

recious wealth. Be it in India, stan, Sri Lanka.

angladesh - we are spending so much on military
that sometimes it appears that we are keepmm-
sions alive because we want to favour mili . \
have vested interest as well in building powerful
armed forces. This of course I am tal about an
ideal world. In reality every country has military,
and as far as India is concerned mili had to

: women bus conductors are a humiliating h al vih of Islamic f _ | sides. This situation casts a shadow over peace talks between the government and decreased considerably. Moreover it also wants to Praised for Kargil operation but that does not mean
. professionandnotenjoined by Islam. Some {5 R R SEPT Strice a'lrgé%g?(}gnggg the peaceful atmosphere in the relatively  the rebels. mediate in Kashmir Ji;s-pu?e. So, South Asia has thatmilitary has acquired political clout in India. It's
:ihrgatened tob own the women con-  yended that fundamentalism has spread in calm South Aslan country, which also The government and the rebels were in | acquired tmportant strategic value for America. The the anly country where military has not shown any
hil;c;ors from Ll?l]e 41(.1}5. aI:;lmieﬁ 1: tr}'}lgci bmugf the military establishments. It is alleged houses the secretariat of the seven-nation (ouch on the problem before but without } US was very friendly to Pakistan when Russia was political interest, but the military machine is becom-

conductors and a widow with four voung
children said that while the job was a new
experience, she was earning a good salary
and wished that the company would not
sack her due to pressure from the right-
wing parties.

Meanwhile the commuters have been

dents.

military officers have

been bankrolling Islamic fundamentalist

groups to fight a proxy war in the Indian-

administered Kashmir. A preview prevails

that in Pakistan these da;*s radical Islamic

gaups wield power out of all proportion to
eir size.

that some of the to

overnments succumb to the blackmail to

South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). It also draws big
number of tourists from across the world.
Maolst rebels earlier said they are ready
for fresh peace talks if the government
reveals the whereabouts of top four guer-
rilla leaders who had been taken In cus-

hideouts. The general secretary of the

any progress. Any future talks needs both
sides giving concessions to the demands of
either party. But given the complexities of
the issues involved in the discussions, it
will be rather naive to expect any break-
through In the fresh peace talks. Given
Nepal's gmﬁ,raphlcal closeness to China,
ue

insurgency. The insurgency is a serious

there: it wanted to use Pakistan against India.
because India was so friendly to Communist bloc.
But now that the Communist bloc has disinte-

ated, they are not worried about that any more.

d in order to keep their influence in South Asla.
friendship with Pakistan is not at all enough. So,
they want to increase their influence in India both
for economic and political reasons. And sometimes

ing bigger and bigger as in other countries. The best
thing is to solve the disputes - Kashmir or Eelam -
should be resolved peacefully. And here the citizens
can play important role. They should be more vocal
in saying that after all it is taxpayers’ money which is
being spent after military.

DS: What do you think could be the regional

going to roll in luxury and usurp all the resources. |

enjoying the bus service and it is reported Geﬁetpa?upi};refaﬁE&ﬁna:-af(igg}.fis Eﬁ;iﬂ':rt}“lg todi.l’fhe Maolst - identifying themselves Maoists influence there is not unlikely. they may have to use India as a counter balance. But approach of poverty alleviation?

that men behave in an orderly manner in e Iiberal and secular e anneare il as Nepal Communist Party have lime and The present insurgency has been Intenst- | of course, India is riot ready for sale in that way. But _ b ' 1d

front of the women conductors. As a pre-  yrdes FLlirs Trontethe o I:r)llglgmenl,aliqt again accused the government of repres- fled over the last two years. Many people | according to their strategic calculation, on some ﬁrAE':lIam nutanmn?mgh utina:'hagm guhg 4
_ caution, the Bus company has not taken forces not to take Initiative i mattecs | SO0 and killings of their ranks and lead- are attracted to the ultra-leftist's cam- | occasions. India could be used against China in P&ﬁfhﬂ‘;gﬂ“dman - 0 em;mmy ok 0
. any chances and stationed one male guard  ncomfortable to the right-wing forces, | & Several of their key figures were paign but many are also getting disillu- | various conflicts. So. there's this political reason as ™ 'l T S sition becalmaquenthebwyrulmgglg =
i on the bus to avoid any untoward inci- Ofien it has been seen that the milit , | arrested either during combats or from the sloned with the prospects of the violent § well. accep > ~
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Peace insist on Lhe creation of a cordial  Front (TULF) said the g i A - of the \il-speaking people of
Istant Secretary of Stat : o B : ; ¢ § ¢ govern-  optimistic about its chances of (g hold talks but ruled out ending considerable autonomy i Tamil-speaki Ropie. of O3
% gzsuth A:’f;f Aﬂflers.q ';f{ éf:_ll' E:‘iis?ugriﬂ; m;;:;*;e] bfliid. 'Yo; W€  atmosphere and conditions of ment must seize the offer. "This Is making the long-awaited devolu- military operations against lht devolved to the north nndyeast mcmrﬂiandeaslﬂomgbﬁ? i
1 Inderfurth. In the meantime, the  and con diun:s nr?]( d m*lﬂsl?‘ "—'“‘i‘ normalcy conducive for peace the first time the LTTE has not tion package a reality. President  Tygers. hiitia e tion was out of the the present situation, bothtmthe 1
. Norwegian peace envoy, Erik  duolve forreans neg{iﬂf:ﬁg?;?}?; nf:gntgltlonﬁ. What does this laid any conditions for talks, and  Kumaratunga unveiled her plans Previous attempts to find a qu:suunp. “mlae same was conveyed  ground as well as (he political &
Solheim, has been n Srl Lanka  add L T e huw:w t'l; mean the government must respond 1o give more autonomy to the peaceful seltlement have all to LTTE supremo. Hain, thro ugh front, the both the government
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Why is this furore in Pakistan? What do
they tell us? Ordinarily, the attitude and
the treatment of their womenfolk know a

e right-wing parties for their popularity
and survival.

group, who uses the "Prachanda”, said the
whereabouts of their leaders and restraint
from the authorities in dealing with the

problem for the government which obvi-
ously will want to see an end of this situa-
tion.

Sri Lanka
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Signs of Emerald Ho

By Ekram Kabir :
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Foreign and Commonwealth

ethnic strife. Then came US

for quite some time, medlating
e between the government
and the LTTE. So, it's not merely

: '___;-.'; Norway but the US, the UK and
= also India are actively Interested
_in forging a solution to Sri

~ Lanka’s problem and are willing
1o shoulder part of the burden of
negotiation and factlitation.

But pervading all these, LTTE

with the government that almed

at ending the nearly two-

for talks.” Prabhakaran

made no mention of his previous
demands that the government
declare a cease-fire and withdraw
ILs troops In the north, conditions
that the government of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga has
rejected.

Prabhakaran sald action
should be taken by both sides to
allow the conflict to de-escalate

But there are questions (o be
raised, because "We

However, there has been no
formal reaction from the Sri
Lankan government to the rebel
offer, but senior administration
officials were quoted as saying
that the guerrillas have listed
conditions that were unaccept-
able. Prime Minister Ratnasirl
Wickremanayake has already
expressed opposition Lo any truce
before talks can begin. Military

policy that the LTTE should be

offer, the Tamil United Liberation

accordingly. Talks must begin
without further delay,” said V.
Anandasangaree, MP, and party
vice-president.

Indeed it Is an opportunity for
talks, and also a significant
development in ending South
Asla’s longest war In Sri Lanka
which escalated over the course
ol May this year (o a point where
the military balance in the

Elephant Pass, Lhe slrategic

ment was sounding increasingly

region in a bid to erode support
for the Tigers more than lour
ears ago, but there has been
ittle progress since then. In
January this year, the leader of
the United National Party (UNP),
Rantl Wickremesinghe, sald he
would extend his support for the
devolution plans, which need a
two-thirds majority in parlia-
ment. But later he refused to lend

DS: Given the present Indo-Pak ties, what
could be the next steps for conflict resolution?

AAE: It is clvil society which is more often taking
roles in conflict resolution activities and confidence-

am sure if evervone's need is satisfied there will not
be any poverty in South Asia.

DS: Thank you very much for your time.

long way, and this opportunity to

Kumaratunga sald she was ready

ended In faflure. Some of the
reasons were evident, because in
some ol the parameters of peace
were quite disarmingly laid down
by the facllitating parties. Both
Norwegian envoy as well as Brit-
ish Minister were guite categori-
cal In thelr Insistence that any
settlement of the war must be
within the framework of a single
Sri Lankam state entily control-

Forelg

securit
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for a separate state is now may

must accept a solution in which,

n Affairs Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar had
reportedly told the government
that the LTTE cannot be defeated
militarily and it has also been
conveyed to the LTIE that the
forces cannot be
defeated by the LTTE either.
Meanwhile the Karl F.
Inderfurth on Tuesday “strongl
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observers, this ground situatic
seems to have been accepted b

which excludes hostility. But no
matter how much outside help.
and advice pour in Sri

10 the prev; (hnic cris! s

b
S

e with India, because peace |

me, I told them 'l cannot :

hmir va]]c‘v and they |

em.
Pakistan definitely has a {

that §

~and LTTE would do well to con- 3
sider a course of peaceful action

sand ¥
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) pressure from the|

\ . ) social business people of Pakistan he tried to use his bus :

_ the west as most of South Asia founding father M K Gandhl and  Khan, the first prime minister, Benajir Bhutto is forced to live in  democracy in Nepal. Maoist | 10 South Asia: our culture, our iDL men Tha wbys et S
; was under long colonial subjuga-  two Prime Ministers Indira Gan-  was a democrat and a staunch  exile. Politics has literally been Insurgency s the result of the | €ustom i}f' Evﬁ{} oo ?3 rl?:: ’“ﬂﬁ.’;’ﬁ.‘%ﬁs E.!:aaﬁc Sﬂn?; mﬂgﬁ; sell ;Emﬁﬂggﬂgarpl?ﬁm Bﬁm v X
J tion and prior to that feudal mon-  dhiand her son Rajiv Gandhi, the  beljever in parllamentary democ- made out of bounds for politi- popular despair and discontent. | commonalties. We would have o : Milk- |

AT and
ed.D ..'l:-"'I‘- &"-?

when some supportersof §
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z (™ _1;;‘; C 0 LOMBO leader Velupillai Prabhakaran's with a view to ending hostilities  officials said the Tuesday's bomb  island's north has shifted dra- support to Kumaratuinga's plan. ling the whole island - whether a  backed” Norway's efforts to faclli-
r R T Pab Jeccnll‘y offer for peace talks has come to  completely, He said “our call for attack that killed 7 persons matically in favour of the LTTE. Tigers have also expressed unitary, federal or confederal tate a dialogue between the gov- 4
) Wl é l'(:“x.. Lﬁurl] ita;; [ the fore as a breakthrough devel-  de-escalation and normalisation strengthened their belief that the The LTTE operation launched their opposition to the package in  slate beingnegotiable. ermment and the LTTE, and °

QS RN “f: ocus o E} opment in the country. ofcivilian life should not be mis-  rebels were still bent on violence. last November last year, tiled {he past. And analysts in Sri However, [ollowing interna- called upon the LTTE “to aban- =
: X n { di;]rnrﬁy]r v l{i] : Erabhakanlp -'I‘;vtz?ﬂ reggl';luy met ln'lerpretedras preconditions. We Ratnasiri said there i1s no con- Oyatha Alaigal (Unceasing Lanka arealso of the opinion that  tional pressure and unequivocal don terrorism and instead, to =

1 activity, Last t]:}f'“’“fg‘a? 3“1 ”“1" S elm "} want the talks o proceed in a  troversy over the issue that the Waves), engulfed the greater part Kumaratunga's package does not  statements by Hain and Solheim  pursue its political aims t +
\ J ' wWeek “Billsh® e aprﬁ}jung 2 h "ﬁnh?d cordial ‘atmosphere of mutual rebels should be crushed mili- ©of the northern mainland of go far enough to protect Tamil on the ethnic issue, the majority  peaceful means.”
: p%/y R riatars of Iasiog?fercﬂ ;’;gﬁl dlﬁz na]”{'(]i}f L’;‘_‘"Sl‘m}hd“it r’i:m-”d_ turn out 10 tarfly. "1 sald it then and I say it Wanni, and vital areas In the  minority rights in the country. of the Tamil Diaspora which Ao to Colombo-Hie
:.' Gy e AdlKS a constructive engagement . even now. It's the government Jallna pf'nlnﬁula. inctudmg the Now. Sri Lanka has come a hitherio wanted the LTTE to Hﬂht lng s

b

i _ v are not  defeated militarily", he was lerritory that links the malnland i across the table must not be  have been divided over this .

| Aﬂgz::;h Bolombo knEel e e e o o et e ny pre-conditions for _quoted by Agence France Presse. 1o the peninsula. missed. Talks:should be held. deniand. Haln ho. wes inSe umn'rwamiﬁ o aetemens (it O
i P ’ - peace lalks,” he sald; bul in the But reacting (o Prabhakaran's On the other hand. the govern- ey : av : a m al Se JEREE S
E type solution to Sri Lanka's long not Imposing any preconditions  same breath he RAlA" | OVat e L (] However, on Saturday, Lanka last week sald the LTTE eifliot B Seave thtsu_l_,m e 8




