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Hiddink taking
over ROK?

SEOUL, Nov 29 South Ko
f€a are lintg up tormer Dutel
national coacli Guus Hiddink 1o
take l"lldl'gt‘ ol their World Cup
Campaign after a string of dis-
appointing results. reports AFP

A Korca Football Association
(KFA) spokesmian told AFP on
Wednesday: "We have sent out
4 proposal to hun asking him to
answer by December 10, But
we have not received a reply so
far.”

r'u*t‘un!mf_: o the Korean me-
dia, however, Hiddink has al-
ready agreed  contract  details
and forced the KREEA o agree o
let him appoint Ins coaching
leam

Hiddink. wnho took MHolland
to thie semi-finals of the 1998
World Cup. reportedly asked for
a signing bonus ot one million
dollars and a salarv of at least

three million dollars over two
yvears.
Sounthh RKoreae who co-host

the 2002 World Cup finals with
Japan. have been seeking a big
name replacement lor current
coach Huh Jung-Mua tor several

months., But the search was
Hh‘p;wa up  altey tlhicry were
beaten by Saudi Aralna i the

semi-tinals of the Astan Cup an
QOctober

While the new coach  will
have 1o put flire imito the na-
tional ten, the disappomnnent
ol  thewr  resalis con-
pounded by the vicrory of rival
Japan m the Asan Cup final.

Il the Hiddink deal s con-
firmed s tiest mateh in charge
will he agamst Japan m Tokyo
on December 20

e Jdacquet, who inaster-
minded France s trivmph at the
st Workd ¢ up. had been top of
the st buat Jacquet repeatedly
tald Korean envovs he did not
wait o return to tianagement,
mdia reports said

'he Dutchman has a forini-
dable record in Europe. He
guided PSV Eindhoven to the
European Cup in 1988 and
Real Madrid to the same title,
even though the Spanish giants
sacked him shortly after

The Dutchman was being
lned up for a job at Scottish
side Celtic this vear after being
acked by another Spanish team
Real Betis. He has also been in
charge at Valencia in Spain and
Turkev's Fenerbalice
coacl)

Wels

Current Hulhh is ex-
pected (o stay on the stall,
mts
ppoints
RIO DE JANEIRO. Nov 29
Former Brazilian national loot-
ball coach Sebastiao Barroso

LLazaromi has been appoinied
coach of Brazilian First Division
side Botafogo for the 2001 sea-
son. the club announced Tues-

day, reports AFP.
The 5H50-vear-old Lazaroni.
who coached Brazil for two

years leading them (o the 1930
World Cup. will replace Antonio
Clemente. who stepped in as
interim coach following the
sacking of Joel Santana.

The Rio de Janeiro-born
Lazaroni has lead several Bra-
zilian and foreign teams and
won the Rio de Janeiro tour-
nament in 1986 with Flamengo
and the Saudi Arabian Cup in
1995 with Al-Helal j

He also coached Italian sides
Fiorentina and Bari. along with
Leon (Mexico). Fenerbach (Tur-
key) and Shangai (China).

‘During his time with the
Brazilian squad he lead them to
19 wins out of 30 games. nota-
biy the 1989 Copa America

Sex scandal

JERUSALEM, Nov 29: Set.
eral members of Israel's 1na-
tional under-21 football [ean
face disciplinary action over

allegations they were involved
N a sex orgy with an 18-vear-
old woman ahead of an inter-

national tie last month. press
reports said Wednesday, re-
ports AFP

The Israel Footbail Associa-
tion plans to lay charges before
its discplinary court by Sundav
against seven players alleged 1o
have engaged in a bout of pre-
game illicit sex last month, the
Haaretz newspaper reported

“The [IFA is set to charge
them only with misconduct ancd
with breaching national team
regulations to avoid embar-
rassing testunony of the voung
players sexual escapacde =
wiinch would. m any «
dilficult to proye.” 1t said

Last week. IFA chainnman
Gavri Levy ordered the squad to
be disbanded until the comple-
tion of the investigation into the
scandal

Israel’'s Maariv newspaper
reporied that several plavers in
the squad hadd witly  thie
satine girl belore  their Euro
2U002Z Group 7 qualifier against
Bosnia on October 10

According to private detec-
tives engaged by Levy. the romp
took place at a hotel pear Tel

cdSi® hl
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Aviv. with the plavers taking
turns with the girl -- who comes
from a respected familv -- after

cach one had individuallv asked
her up to thelr respective
roOms.

it is the latest sex scandal to
rock Israeli loothall

In March. several members
of the national team narrowly
escaped disciphinarvy  action
after claims they were involved
i1 a sex romp on the eve of
their humiliating 5-0 thrashing
by Denmark in a Euro 2000
plav-off in November last vear,

The team's coach Shlomo
Sharl resigned alter the disas-
irons Euro performance, ol
though he denied anyv knowl-
t‘riﬁ{‘ of the [1[#1}.'1.'[5 antics. He
was replaced in December by
foriner Denmark and  Finland
coach Richard Moller Nielsen

BUENOS AIRES
Nov 289: Euphoric
crowds  gathered
here  Tuesday  in
answer Lo the Ar-
dentine presi

dent s call lor a national "lesta’
alter Boca Juniors beat Real
Madrid 2-1 in the Interconti-
nental cup in Tokvo., reports
AFP,

Argentine president
Fernando de la Rua. a lanatical
Boca fan, described s over-
whelming joy at the victory.

"Today is a "liesta” tor all Ar-
gentina, it doesn't matter which
feam you support hecause this
was  an  Argentine  side  that
wort,” said de la Rua who spoke
to goal-scorer Palermo via sat-
ellite link

“Thev're all jealous of me be-
cause | spoke to the star of the
match.” he said waving a hand
at the celebrating crowd in the
presidential office.

Boca went two up in the first
SIX minutes after a double-
punch from man-of-the-match
Martin  Palermo, who was
specchless after the match

"How are vyou Fernando.”
was all tlle Palermo. known as
"Loco” [crazy) conld manage

The president. like many in
Argentina was "loco™ with jov as
parties were due to go on all
dav. Half of Argentina had gol
up early to see the match that
Kicked ofl shortly after seven in
the morning local time.

Crowds gathered. as is tra-
ditional. at the city centre Obe-
lisk on Avenida 9 Julio, where
much of the singing was dedi-
caled 1o the mockery of Boca's
arch rivals River Plate,

Former Boca captain and
self-declared Nol fan Diego
Maradona praised coach Carlos
Bianchi tor both his intelligence
and tactical brilliance after the
victory

"Il was sure Boca would win
and win with style.” said Mara-
dona., who went on to insist
that the Spaniards had ap-
proached the game with equal

ntent (o Boea.

‘It really bugged me. these
people going round saving Ma-
drid weren't interested in this
cup. It's an outright le! They
were dving to win it." he said,

"Oh how 1 would have loved

Sport

Argentina revel over Boca

(o have been there” exclaimed
the 410-vear-old lormer great,
now as well known for his co-
came  addicton which  the
Japanese  authorities  decided
crovnds o deny T
CLEY Visa o et the mate )

LLEE RS

Real Madrid 2-1 in Tokvo

BOCA FAN: Boca Juniors fans partyving
in Buenos Aires on November 28 after their team had won
the Intercontinental Cup by defeating European Champions

-AFP photo

GLASGOW,
24: Scotland coa-
ch Craig Brown
has claimed that
tHHome  Secretary
Jack Straw's pro
lor a British football

Nov

]--:*--.[]u.
teant would not get far with the

Tartan Army of Scottish” fans,
reports AFP

Straw had suggested that an
all-Britain ﬂquag'.g made up of
the best players from Scotland,
England, Northern Ireland and
Wales, would have a better
chance in international tour-
NAIMEents

But Broyn argued that such
an idea would be dismissed by
the famously patriotic fans of
the Scottish national team.

"l suspect Jack Straw's pro-

posals wouldn't meet with
much favour in Scotland.
| don't think any country

wants to lose its autonomy. and
certainly Scotland wouldn't.” he
told ITN television

But he added: "I did hear a
stiggestion that Alex Ferguson
would be manager and 1 think

he would prefer to pick quite a
number of Scottish plavers.”

Blackburn fan Straw's pro-
posal to scrap the four British
national teams was based on
the principle that a manager
would consequently have a far
greater pool of players to select
from, with for example Welsh
wizard Ryan Giggs becoming
available.

But his remarks are likely to
be met with outrage from foot-
ball authorities and fans alike
as there are deep attachments
to national teams and bitter
rivalries between them.

Straw's call, to an ‘organisa-
tion called Network which pro-
vides support for ethnic minor-
ity staff in the Home Office, was
sald to be part of a drive to cre-
ate a more "inclusive” sense ol
being British.

According to The Times
newspaper, he said: "The one
area of sport where we hav
been consistently successful is
athletics and that is the one
area of sport where we do 1of
have an English. Scottish and
Welsh team but a British tean

All-Britain idea blasted

'l personally look forward to
the dav when we have a British
football team. | think we might
start winning some gaines."

The Home Office confirmed
otraw had called for an all-
Britain team to represent the

country

But the spokesman added:
“The Home Secretary made it
clear he was expressing a per-
sonal view

'He was talking in the wider
context of a question of about
Britishness/Englishness and
how he felt Britishness was a
more inclusive word to use.”

A spokesman for the English
Football Association told The
Times: "We have always comni-
peted as individual nations and
[ think the majority of the pub-
lic is also very much in favour
of this set up.”

IHe also pointed out an all-
Britain team would mean a
weakening of British influence

inn world foothall as each na-
tional association has its own
vote in the ruling bodies of

world football, UEFA and FIFA

LONDON. Nov 29:
Premiership rivals
l.eeds and Arsenal
are to escape dis-
ciplinary  action
despite the angry
rows benwveen the two camps
lollowing sunday's bad-
tempered clash at Elland Road,
the Press Association reported
uesday, reports AFP.

Ihe Football Association's
(FA) video review panel will be
watching replays of two contro-

versial o IL.:Hrngt*x made by
Frenchman Patrick Vieira dur-
ing the maitch with a view to

deciding whether to bring a

Song comes to
Hammers

LONDON, Nov 29: Cameroon
imternational  Rigobert Song
completed his 2.5 million
pound (3.5 million dollar) move
from Liverpool 1o Premiership
rivals West Ham on Tuesday
and insisted he does not want
o be compared to the world's
most expensive defender Rio
Ferdinand. reports AFP.

Song is likely to [ill Ferdi-
nand’s role in central defence at
'pton Park. but insists he is a
different tvpe of plaver 1o the

centre-half who joined Leeds for
|5 million pounds (25 million
dollars) on Sunday.

He said: "You can't compare
us. | am different from Rio but |
will offer the same hard work
and desire to improve

1 will be bringing my own
experience and character to the
club

The 24-year-old Song does
not view his move to Upton
Park as a backwards step,
adding: "The squad s as good.,

"You could say West Ham
dare  more ambitions because
they want to {mprove. Liverpool
are a big club - but so are West
Ham "

song, who signed for Liver-
pool two seasons ago from Ital-
lan club Salernitana, has no
hard [eelings at his lack of re-
cent action at Anfield.

He added on West Ham's of-
ficial website: "You have to re-
spect the wishes of the manager
and his team selection.

He brought plavers in, but |
still played four times for Liver-
poal this season. and I certainly
don't think it didn't work out
. there.”

misconduct charge against hin
However, neither the angry
scenes in the tunnel immedi-
ately after the game or a furions
row which took place later be-
tween Leeds boss David O'Leary
and Arsenal winger Robert Pires
will be investigated by the FA
Security staft threw a pro-
tective cordon around referee
Dermot Gallagher as an argu-
ment broke out in the tunnel
over the seven vellow cards
given 1o Arsenal players com-
pared to just one for Leeds in
the Gunners |-0 defeat
However. the FA have con-
tirmed that Gallagher, who later

plaved down what had taken
place in the tunnel, did not
mention the incident i s
official post-match report and
that no action would therelore
be taken.

It has meanwhile emerved
that O'Learv and Pires w re

involved in a furious shout g
match in a corridor leading oul
of Elland Road last Sunday.

French international Pires
who had to be held back by
compatriot Thierry Henry,

shouted obscenities in French
at O'Leary as he believed the
Leeds boss had blown kisses at
lin during the game due to his
reaction to a tackle from Olivier
Dacourt

Former Arsenal defender
OlLearv. who had apparently
also been approached by Pires

shortly after the game. mean-
while responded by shouting for
the Frenchman to be removed
irom the ground.

However, there have been no
official complaints made about
the incident by elthier club and,
unless any were to be received,
the FA would not investigate.

While Arsenal have been
given an automatic 25.000
pnuml (35.000 dollar) [ine f(or
having seven players booked,
the only outstanding issue from
the pame is whether one of
those who was not cautioned
Vielra - should face disciplinary
action.

The Frenchman. who has al-
ready been suspended for five

sames this season after twice
weing sent off, has an appalling
disciplinary record.

The FA's video panel. con
sisting ol a lormer releree. an
ex-plaver and a former -
ager. will decide whether
charges should be brouglit for
cither a head-to-head contron-

Let ofts for Leeds, Arsenal

tation with Eirik Bakke or a
possible Ki 'k at Dacourt.

An F spokesman con-
firmed: "We have called for the
video tape ol the game and the
video advisory panel will be
looking at it this week.

"Once thev have made their
recounmendations. we will fur-
ther clarity the position from

there.'

Spain friendly
Taylor to have
it his way

2

| OONDON. Nov Leicester
mianager Peter Tavior on Tues
dayv was reappointed as Eng-
land caretaker coach for the
riendly against Spain in Feb-
ruary next vear. reports AFP

Favior. who will again be as-

sisteedd by Manchester United
assistant conch Steve
McClaren, has been assured

Lthat he will have the final say
o1 tean selection and tactics.
However., he will also consult

with long-term successor, Sven-

Goran Eriksson. with whom he
has been holding "verv positive®
talks in Rome this week.

Tavior welcomed the news
that he would take charge lor
the Villa Park clash on Febru-
ary 28. :

The Football Association (FA)
corfirmed In a statement that
he would "onee again be given
full control of team selection”
for the match.

But  in considering  his
squad. Tavlor will give Eriksson
some input as the FA are sull
attempting to  secure the
Swede's part-thme release trom
Italitan club Lazio for World Cuap
qualifters against Finland and
AMbania the following month,

Favior., who was (n charge
carlier this month when an
inexpericnced  England  side
showerd promise in a 1-0 deleat
in [taly. said: "I'm delighted to
continue i the role of caretaker
manager lor the Spatn game

“To manage vour country is
such an honour and Turin was
a preatl experience, Having met
Sy e there s no doubl i my
e thiat we can look forward
to cnjoving a good working rap-
port . Sven and 1 will e speak-
iy acant in the New Year abotd
(he Span gane.”

Italian Cup
Milan's superb
rally

MILAN. Nov 29: AC Milan
came trom behind twice for a 4.
2w over Atalanta in a thrill-
e halion Cap  quarterfinal,
st leg. vesterday, reporis
Hetners,

Atalanta, second In Serie A
took the lead in the 20" minte
when former Milan striker Man -
rizio Ganz volleved home g
cross from Sebastiano Siviglia.

Brazilian Leonardo equalised
in the 31 minute when he
latched on to a deep cross from
Paolo Maldinl and hooked the
ball home from an awkward
height and light angle.

jut the voung Atalanta side.

lilﬂ.‘*’“lf the positive attacking
football that has won them so
many admirers this season.

went in ahead at the break after
Glanpaolo Bellinl was  tripped
by Leonardo inside the area anel
veteran Marco Nappi converted
the penalty,

The two plavers were (-
volved again in the penalty de-

ciston which put Milan level.
Bellinf was  judged to  lhave
pushed over Leonardo and

Spanlard Jose Mari converted,

The game turned decisively
on the hour when Milan coach
Alberto Zaccheroni intrdduced
Ukranian Andriy Shevchenko
lor Oliver Bierhoff,

Just  six  minutes  later
shevehenko played a killer pass
lo Leonardo and the Brazilian,
who has been on the fringes of
the Milan squad this season.
finished coolly.

With two minutes remaining
Shevehienko, enjoving the free-
dom of plaving alongside Leo-
nardo and Jose Marl, gave Mi-
Ll o two-goal advantage for the
second leg when he latched on
Lo a pass from Thomas Helvegp
made himsell some space anl
then thundered a drive past
Ivan Pelizzoli.

World Player nomination

FIFA’s choice
irks Romario

RIO DE JANEIRO, Nov 29:
Why not me? Brazilian striker
Romario criticised FIFA's
World-Player-of-the-Year awarg
nomination on Tuesday after
three European-based plavers
were chosen as the candidates
for the title, reports Xinhua.

‘I don't know what sort of
criteria they use if it leaves out
players like me, (Juan Roman)
Riquelme and (Ariel)] Ortega.”
said the 34-vear-old striker.
who has scored seven goals in
lis last two internationals.

“I've broken various records
this vear.” added Romario, who
plays for Rio de Janeiro's Vasco
da Gamna.

FIFA announced last Friday
that: Rivaldo of Barcelona ajnd
Brazil. Luis Figo of Real Madril
and Portugal and Zinedine, Zi-
dane of Juventus and France
had been nominated.

Romario, who won the award
in 1994 atter leading Brazil to
World Cup victory. was top
scorer in this vear's Carioca
championship with 19 goals
and in the season-opening Rio-
Sao Paulo tournament in which
he scored 12 in 10 games,

He still hopes to finish the
Joao Havelange Cup, which has
replaced the Brazilian champi-
onship. as top scorer as well.

He has scored 15 so far and
is five behind joint leaders Dill
(Goias) and Magno Alves (Flu-
minensel, whose teams have
already been knocked out.

Riguelme and Ortega. who
are based in their native Argen-
lina with Boca Juniors and
River Plate respectively, have
both had an outstanding vear

Riquelme playved an impor-
tant role in Boca's 2-1 victorv
over Real Madrid in the World

Club Cup final in Tokvo on
Tuesday.

FIFA's Plaver of the Year
award, which started in 199]

and is decided on votes by 130
national team coaches. has
been awarded four times to
Europeans. four times to South
Americans and once to an Afri-
can. :
However. it has never pgone
1o a plaver based with a club
ontside Europe.

English League Cup

Phillips shows
MU the door

LONDON, Nov 29: Kevin
Phillips ended his seven-game
goal drought to fire Sunderland
imto the League Cup quarter-
finals Tuesday with an extra-
time penalty to edge Premier-
ship leaders Manchester United

2-1 at the Stadium of Light.
reports AFP,
Phillips struck after 100

minutes after Argentinian Julio
Arca had cancelled out Dwight
Yorke's 31st minute opener.

Yorke's night ended prema-
turely when the Trinidadian
striker was sent-off for a foul on
Brazilian defender Emerson
Thome eight minutes from the
end of normal time.,

Goals from Titus Bramble
and David Johnson propelled
the  Premiership’'s  surprise

packages Ipswich into the last
eight.

Bramble’'s sixth-minute
opener at Portman Road was
gifted by Youssef Chippo's «e-
fensive  error and  Jdohnson
sealed the te in the second hall
alter tormer Nor ociclr strikes
Crafg  Bellamy had cqualised
from the penalty spot.

[pswich. third in the to;:-
flight. will now meet either
Manchester City or Wimbledon
i the quarter-finals,

In the other fourth rm‘uut
clash Crvstal Palace hrat‘ First
Divisfon rivals Tranmere 6-5 on

wnnltles after the teams were
Wil tied at 0-0 at the end ol

exira-time.
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Yannick Baret of Guingamp (L) battles
sion clash at Guingamp on November 28

—

French First Division

PARIS, Nov 29:
Newly-promoted
Guingamp missed
their chance to go
top of the French
league Tuesday
when they lost O-1 to Lens, on a
night when fellow Bretons Ren-
nes came away with a 1-0 win
at Paris Saint Germain, reports
AFP.

Lens., who last weekend de-
leated Monaco 4-3. put paid to
Guingamp's dream of heading
the French league even briefly
with a strike from former Nan-
tes player Antoine Sibierski in
the 51st minute.

While the Parisians suffered
their fifth league’ defeat of the
season as Rennes moved away
from the relegation zone fol-
lowing the winning strike in the
30th minute from Cyril
Chapuis.

The defeat would have been
heavier but for excellent goal-
keeping from PSG keeper Lionel
Letizi.

The result lead to calls for
the first time among Parisian
fans for the resignation of PSG
coach Philippe Bergeroo, and
the return of Luis Fernandez to
the French capital.

Missing several of their key
players PSG have now dropped
one place to seventh position
with 25 points after 17 games.

But Bergeroo dismissed all
talk of stepping down. blaming
the loss to the absence of sev-
eral key players.

Star striker Nicolas Anelka is
out with muscle damage, while
Nigerian playmaker Jay Jay
Okocha lias a sprained knee,
skipper Frederic Dehu a thigh
injury and Bernard Mendy a
knee problem. In addition to
Peterr  Luccin's  suspension,
striker Laurent Leroy had to be
replaced at the last minute after
coming down with flu, leaving
PSG bereft of strike force.

It's not an excuse, but we
have a lot of injuries. We have
to recuperate a lot of our peo-
ple.” said Bergeroo.

But he added: "I have the
confidence of my president.”

Rennes have moved up
three spots to 12th, lifting
themselves away from the rele-
gation zone, with just their
third win in nine games.

it was the Brittany side who
look the stronger scoring the
only goal of the night when
striker Makhtar N'diaye passed
to Cyril Chapuis, who found the
net for his fourth goal of the
season. with a lob.

PSG missed the finishing
skills of a top striker, with only
one forward Dionisio Christian,
becanse of the absence of
Levov. They also myissed several
chances with Christian hitting
wide in the 35th froon Stephane
Dalmat

Meanwhile Guingamp. who
early in the scasoin were bottom
of the league with one point
from five matches. failed to puli
off what would have been a
ninor miracle.

The first half was a tight,
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with Lens’ Cyril Roll during their French First Divi-

--AFP photo

Lens spoil Guingamp's chance

busy affair where neither Gu-
mgamp’'s 4-4-2 nor the visitors
five man midfield, leaving up
front only Lamine Sakho who
scored a fine goal against Mon-
aco Sunday., were able to un-
lock their rival’s defence.

The best chance of the first
half fell to Guingamp on 36
when Bruno Rodriguez finally
split Lens open.

He picked up a loose ball 30
yards out on the right and his
cross, lobbed over the defence.
found Florent Malouda running
into the box behind the lasi
defender but his snapshot hit
the post.

As Lens coach Rolland
Courbis puffed away at a ciga-
retle on the touchline his side
broke the deadlock on 50. An-
toine Sibierski's deflected shot
from ten yards sailing over a
stranded Eric Loussouarn in
the Guingamp goal after a
counterattack crafted by
Jocelyn Blanchard.

It was a lucky goal for Lens
whose coach has been com-
plaining all season of ill-luck.

Rather than shut up shop
for the remainder of the match
the tight Lens midfield becaie
more mobile, daring Yo venture
more frequeritly into Guingamp
territory, and subsequentiyv
leaving more space at the back.

Guingamp never came close
again. hard as they tried.
against a more physical and
mohile Lens. who now have 27
points [rom 18 games, just one
behind Guingamp and within
striking distance of the top.

Millennium Cup

NEW DELHI. Nov
2Y9: The Millen-
nium Cup foorball
tonrnament -« will
be held as sched-
uled in India early
next yvear despite a revolt within
the country's football body. it
was announced on Wednesday.
reports AFP.

The I6-nation event. India's
bipgest football extravaganza.
will be playved in Goa. Cochin
and Caleutta from January 10-
embattled Indian football
chief Privaranjan Das Munshi
said.

The tournament was widely
believed to be a non-starter
because of organisational and
sponsorship  problems.  but
Munshi  insisted alternative
arrangements had been worked
olit.

‘It is the biggest foothall
event not only in India. but Asia
as a whole.”" he said. "l will
make sure it comes off.”

Munshi faces a strong chal-
lenge to his leadership of the All
India Football Federation (AIFF)
alter nine top clubs pulled ‘out

L

of the National League earlier

thns month and forined the rival
Indian Premier Football Asso-
ciation (IPFA).

These clubs have refused 1o
relecase their plavers for the
Millennium Cup. but Munshi
said the countrv's best football-
ers would be fielded.

South American glants
Chile. Uruguay and Colombia
lead the field which includes

Cameroon. leeland. Yugoslavia
and Hong Kong. Munshi said.

Other teams in the fray are
Indonesia. Bahrain, Qatar. lragq.
Jordan. Uzbekistan. Trinidad
and hosts India.

Munshi said Japan was the
| 6th team. but il its confirma-
tion was not received by next
week. Bosnia would be drafted
1.

Chile's World Cup stars lvan
Zamorano and Marcelo Salas.
besides Manchester Unfted’s
Trinidadian hero Dwight Yorke
are expected to join their na-

tional teams lor the tourna-
ment. Munshi said.
The draw for the 32-match

tournament would take place

before Christinas, he added.
The 16 teains will be divided

into four groups with the top

MADRID. Nov 29:
A Russian  mid-
lelder has won a
landmark  ruling
from a Madrid
court over-turning
restrictions placed on the nun-
ber of non-EU plavers turning
out for Spanish sides, his law-
ver said here Wednesday. re-
poris AFP

The ruling means that Va-
lery Karpin, frustrated with a
lack of appearances for Celta
Vigo due to the imposed quota
ol non-European plavers i
Spanish football, will no longer
be left on the sidelines as miany

non-conimunity  plavers find
themselves,  Eduardo  Ipiens
sald.

However, it could also opens
the floodgates for playvers who
plav  in  countries that have
signed association agreements
with the European Union.

eration,

Karpin had taken his club.
the professional tootball leagne
and the Spanish foothall ied-
eration to court in an attempt
(O overturn the law

He won the case after it was
proved that the European Un-
ion had signed accords with
Russia whirji effectively forbids
diserimination  against Rus-
stans working (n the EU simply
because of their nationality.

The court also ruled that the
current Hmit of non-community
plavers imposed by the Spanisl
lederation (three per team, per
game) on the Spanish league
was unjostified diserimination.

The ruling, which deemed
that Karpin could “lend his
SETVICes as a sports professional
and have the same rights on an
equal legal footing with Spanish
and European footballers”. wias
to take elfect immediately

Meanwhile. the Spanish led-
wiilclr in recent vears

has come under pressure (o

Munshi says tourney on

two from each group qualifving
for the quarter-finals.

¢ alcutta’s 100,000-seater
Salt Lake stadium would hold
the final on January 25. Mun-
shi said

Group A and B natches
would be plaved i Cochin,
Lronp C in Goa and Group D i
Calcutta

Munshi’'s rivals in the AIFF
and IPFA officials. however.
scoff at his plans to orgamse
the tournament.

“The Millennium Cup should
be the last thing on the mind of
the AIFF.” said Calcutta's foot-
ball official Ranjit Gupta.

‘It better get its house in or-
der first or Indian football will
sufter even more than it already
has.”

An IPFA official added: "The
AIFF can't organise domestic
tournaments. how does anyone
expect it to put on an interna-
tional event of this magnitude.”

Munshi's first task. however.
is to retain control of the fac-
tion-ridden AIFF. His leadership
is being challenged by industri-
alist Sameer Thapar at next
month's elections.

arpin wins a battle

limit the number of foreigners
being employved in the Spanish
league. has appealed the deci-
slon.

The Madrid court's ruling
comes only a month after ltal-
lan Serte A side AC Milan sent a
letter to the ltalian game's gov-
erming body threatening le ﬂ!
action unless it “promptiy .
amended the rules lmiting the
number ol non-EU [Jlﬂ}'t?l‘:- a
clab can held to three - there (s
a cap of five for an entire sauad.

The letter was r.:*mmtcrmgnt‘fi
by the club's five non-EU play 3
ers - Ukrainian striker Andriy

Shevehenko, Croatian mid&
liclder Zvonimir Bnb{m an
Brazilian trio Dida. Serginho

and Roque Junior - an
lowed a Reggio Emilia Cﬂﬂﬂ
decision saving that any dis
crimination between Europedil

Uinon citizens  and nﬂﬂ_'ﬁm
nationals  legally working
ialy was illegal,

o

‘
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