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Solidarity with the
Palestinians

TWO hundred and 89 people. mostly Palestini-
ans, have died so far in the last two months of
unrest in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip; the
death toll is highly likely to keep rising. As the
world observed the International Day of Solidarity
with the Palestinians. the issue of an independent
State for them remained as fuzzy as ever. The Is-
raelis have held firm on their position despite re-
cently adopted United Nations Security Council
resolutions, which denounce excesses on the Pal-
estinians. The Barak government also appeared
unmoved when Egypt. a main voice of moderation
in the Middle East. recalled its envoy to Israel on
Novermber 22, with Jordan. another moderate Arab
state, quickly following suit. In response, Israeli
commandos and troops only intensified operations
In the occupied territory. Similarly apathetic Israel
has been to the resolutions of the Arab League
summit in Cairo and the OIC summit in Doha. On
both occasions, the member-states stopped short
of severing links with Israel. Seemingly. Tel Aviv
draws strength from a tacit support from Washington.
With both Governor George W Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore. now engaged in tortuous legal battle for
US presidency. publicly voicing support for the Barak
government during the electoral debate early this
month. the Washington-Tel Aviv equation would re-
main more or less the same, Realistically, therefore,
mmplementation of the UNSC resolutions. adopted
with the US abstaining and implicitly .opposing,
stands very little chance at this point in time.

To carve a niche in the apparently rock solid
stand-off, the peace and freedom loving nations
across the world must come together and force Is-
rael back to the negotiations table. US, on its part,
must realise that its blind support to the Israelis is
not only causing bloodshed in the occupied terri-
tory but also pushing the whole region on to the
brink of a lasting conflict. With the moderate Arab
nations gradually hardening their position on the
Palestine issue and the radical ones raring for a
showdown. a repeat of 1967 could well become a
reality unless Washington persuades Barak and
Chairman Yasser Arafat into another round of
peace talks sooner than later.

Whenever the negotiations resume, and we hope
these do sooner than later. there must be no con-
cession over the fundamental Palestinian claim for
an independent and sovereign state. The Palestini-
ans certainly deserve a land they can truly call home.

Watchdog for Law
Enforcers

NE could be forgiven for harbouring the notion
that the police in this country have become an
organisation virtually independent of any state
control. While charges of corruption. mismanage-
ment. inefficiency, professional negligence, ex-
cesses, etc have been plentiful. governmental in-
quisition into these allegations have been rare, and
prosecution and punishment of the delinquent po-
lice ‘officials even rarer. To make matiers worse,
successive governments have used the police as a
political tool and. in return. awarded the latter a
Kind of immunity to any criminal investigation and
prosecution. That is not the end. however. The po-
lice. in a bid to ingratiate themselves with the rul-
ing party tended to ignore criminal and terrorist
acts perpetrated by its activists. Then, there is the
-'you scratch my back and I will scratch yours’ deal
between the notorious criminals and terrorists. and
the police. Although ideally the police ought Lo be
seen as the custodians of law, thev have, by and
large, ended up on the wrong end of the law.
Whereas the people, who, in the ideal scheme of
things, should command the police's loyalty, have
become a victim of the latter's malfeasance and
malpractice. The protectors, directly or indirectly,
have turned into predators; not all of them but those
that have are enough to earn a bad name to the force.
While inefficiency and corruption within their
ranks have played a substantial role in this regard,
extra-professional interference has largely contrib-
uted to the police’s rather morbid metamorphosis
into protectors of anti-social elements. Over the
years. instead of investing thoughts and money
into modernisation and enhancement of the police
force, the political leaders have devised ways and
means to further its use to meet partisan ends. As
a result, the police have weakened, both in terms
of number and equipment in the face of a spate in
criminal activities and smuggling of small arms
into the country. Simply put, if one factor could be
attributed to the police's decline, it is political in-
terference in their professional work in place of the
right Kind of political will to modernise them.
Therefore, the responsibility to redress the
situation devolves upon the politicians. There
should be a convergence of opinion amongst the
leaders across the political divide to carry out ex-
tensive police reform which is the need of the hour
now. As part of that endeavour we should have a
watchdog body to oversee police work, consisting of
government, private sector and civil society repre-
sentatives in addition to the parliamentary standing
committee on law and order which is in existence,
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ence, some Muslim Intellectu-
als consider It necessary to
hold a seminar in Delhi on the
future of Muslims in India, It 1s a
sad commentary on the commu-
nity as well as the republic. It
means that the Muslims have not
been able (o make the rulers
reallse In the last live decades that
they count in the country. It also
means that the republic of India
has falled to give a sense of secu-
rity, much less participation, to
nearly 150 millions of the Muslim
population. One can argue that
after the partition, which was
based on the two-nation theory,
some consequences were bound
to visit the Muslims staying back
in India. There may also be some-
thing in the contention that the
creation of Pakistan, a separate
Muslim homeland, was sure to
affect the mind of the Hindus who
had opposed the subcontinent's
division. But when such feelings
persist or take a Nrmer shape,
even afler 53 years, the beliel in
secularism comes into question.
In fact, the entire debate before
independence had bolled down to
communalism versus secularism.
The Muslim League's agenda was
“the emancipation” of Muslims
and, therefore, parochial in char-
acter. The Congress, on the other
hand, propounded the theory of
all Indians being one nation and
was, therefore, secular in concept.
The League founded the Islamic
state of Pakistan and the Con-
gress a democratic polity with no
state religion.
Secularism was expected o
take roots in India but it did not.

IF, alter 53 years-of Independ-

Secularism under Pressure

Indian Muslims have no alternative to secularism. In fact, they should put all their weight behind secular

forces and they have to work for a society which keeps religion

parties representing the Hindu point of view not been relentless, _ _
rpose, these parties have changed the very meaning of secularism

expanded. For political pu _ :
- and have equated it with Hinduism.

separate from politics. Had the pressure of
the space for secularism would have

What saved the country was, In
fact, the sense of horror and
hatred which the assassination of
Mahatma Gandhi created against
communalists. They ran for shel-
ter, Bul (he responsibility to
spread and sustain the essence of
secularism was that of the Con-
gress. It had led the freedom
struggle, espousing the cause of
secularism. The League was never
a party Lo it. Nor did It believe in it.
If the Muslims In India still have
doubts about their future, they
must lay the blame on the Con-
gress and other secular parties.
They have been found wanting in
thelr laith in secularism. It looks
as If the members of the Congress
and other parties were nol secu-
lar, to begin with. Their blas was
hidden behind the zeal for inde-
pendence. They came in their true
colours after the partition.
Probably things would have
been dilferent i Pakistan had
become a secular state as s
founder, Mohammed Ali Jinnah,
had envisaged. He said afler parti-
tion that Hindus and Muslims
would cease to be Hindus and
Muslims not in the religious sense
but otherwise and become either
Indlans or Pakistanis. He could
not impose his will. In any case, he
died early. But why it went awry In
India, which had seen Hindu and

Muslim leaders fighting against
the British side by side during the
freedom struggle, Is the question
that still baflles.

The main reason lor secularism
getting deralled in India was the
pernicious effect that the influx of
Hindus from Pakistan had on the
psyche of the majority. After fight-
ing and opting for secularism, i

Abul Kalam Azad, began to be
looked at as a Muslims' leader. He
had braved all the Indignities
which the majority of Muslims
had showered on him when he
was stoutly opposing the creation
of Pakistan. Independent India
did not recognise his sullerings
and sacrifices in the manner it

should. A few days ago, when his

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

was swept off its feet and commit-
ment when the communalists on
both sldes came to occupy the
stage. Mahatma Gandhl went on
saying Ll the assassination that
Hindus and Muslims were his two

eyes.

Jawaharlal Nehru, India's first
Prime Minister, expressed similar
sentiments. But the traumatic
experience had shaken the coun-
try to the rools. Most Congress-
men were found wanting, their
secularism turned oul to be skin
deep.

Even Congress leader Maulana

112th birth anniversary was
celebrated, there was only a hand-
ful of people present at the func-
ton. The Congress leaders were
consplcuous by thelr absence. 1l
Is true that a country, which had
82 per cent Hindus as its inhabit-
ants, could have declared itself a
Hindu Rashtriva. After all, Pakli-
stan, with the majority of Mus-
lims, had become Islamic. But
how could India go back on all

that it had stood for? The ethos of

freedom movement was secular-
ism which drew Inspiration and
sustenance from Its pluralistic

and mul-cultural soclety. It

rightly adopted a constitution
which recognised all Indians
equal before the law without
casle or creed. Still, the country
could not escape the labels of
majority and minority, which was
the Lﬁfyue'a thesis. The labels
have affected the psychology of
Hindus and Muslims in India.
India should have stuck to its
secular principles and practices
withoul any compromise.
Schools, colleges and universities
should not have been allowed to
carry denominational names.
Prayers al public meetings and
inaugural ceremonies beginning
with religious prayers should
have been banned. Nehru once
vainly tried (o do away with the
column on religion In official
forms. When they saw religlous
mores Intact after partition, the
Muslims too clang to their iden-
lity. The label of minority did not
bother them. In fact, it gave them
entity. All that they wanted was
security. Even the segregation in
the name of religion was accept-
able to them as long as it acted as
a shield against attacks on their
life and property. They were
alraid to assert lﬁ:mselvca lest
they should be held responsible
for separatism which had taken a
heavy toll of human lives and

pluspe‘wty' dhe X3 B i i
little from the religious (o Mm "
ness which may ser . s 8
mechanism bul which hae 1
them in ghettoes n a free I,
Their priority should haye &
break the values in the name
rﬂlﬁ:ﬂ and get ﬁd\gunn.
Hedome. iraming draika
ome n |
fdamentalisia - ot A
True, the Muslims feel at home |
and safe with their ¢o
religionists. But in the process
they have cut off themselves fro)),
the mainstream. They talk aboy

secularism but they tend (o pjck |
up fundamentalists as their 12‘;_‘ o

ers. No Muslim with liberal view«
has caught the community s
imagination.

Some among them want to haye
a Muslim political party.

But this has been tried befor:
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and it has proved (o be a disaster * |

for Indian Muslims. They cannoi

afford to play the

game of num |

bers. They have no alternative 1,
secularism. In fact, they shoull

put all their weight behind secular |

forces and lhf.?‘z have to work for .1

soclety which
rate from politics. Had the pres.

sure of parties representing the
Hindu point of view not ‘0

relentless, the space for secular-

ism would have . For
litical purposc.emgrsc‘dcganim

ve changed the very m of
secularism and have equated i

with Hinduism. Things are wors-
ening because the BJP Is pushing
prejudices, not even the ideologv
they claim to have.

What

NOTHER APEC (Asia

Pacific Economic Coopera-

lion) Summit of the 21
Pacilic rim nations has come and
gone with less sound but much
ury, alter holding its two-day
session (15-16 Nov) in that tiny
oil-rich Sultanate Brunei. This
Summit, with no exception to its
earlier ones, particularly the last
lwo ones, one in Manila and the
other In Aukland last vear,
adopted a more or less ritual
Declaration containing lots of
pious wishes' and some. 'tooth-
less' action programmes. The
developed countries, led by Amer-
ica, displayed their familiar policy
of "head I win, tail you lose",
forgetting that "you need two
hands for clapping, but one hand
for slapping.”

At the opening session. Presi-
dent Clinton, in his last appear-
ance at the APEC Summit as US
President, as he leaves the White
House .in January pnexts vear,
called fer a new round of WTO
(World Trade Organization) trade
talks in 2001. He said: "The most
important thing we can do is to
launch the WTO (rade talks, as
early as possible next vear.” He
also tried his level best o con
vince the developing poor nations
about Lhe “"great benefits" of
globalisation of world trade and
economy. Clinton also expressed
his sympathy for the Asian coun-
tries that have been pitched into
1997-98 financial crisis.

[f Clinton is so much optimistic
and hopelul about the great
benefils of globalisation for the
poor nations, then why the Seat-
tle session of the WTO, hosted by
American Administration, ended
in a fiasco due to rowdy demon-
strations by young activities, led
by some NGOs? Why then the
World Bank/IMF session in
Prague early this year had to pull
down their shutters one day
earlier? President Clinton had
tried earlier, also at APEC Sum-
mits, to push his proposals for
inclusion of two provisions in the
new trade talks, namely, the
workers' rights and the environ-
mental protection.

Developing countries take
their stand: As they say, a burnt
child dreads the fire, so the poor
countries, led by Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
took a bold stand at the summit
to face the developed countries.
They insisted strongly on seeing
the agenda first before launching
the trade talks as they were con-
vinced that America was trying to
use APEC forum as a springboard
to launch the new millennium
WTO trade talks which would
serve the interest of the developed
countries more than the poor
countries. At the Brunel Summit,
they made renewed efforts to
materialise their dream, alter
thelr disastrous fallure at previ-
ous APEC sessions at Manila and

APEC Summit

by AMM Shahabuddin

How long the clash of interests between the two unequal partners in development -- the rich and the poor
nations -- will continue? It is gradually assuming a menacing posture as clearly manifested at several
global economic meetings held recently.
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Leaders of the APEC member-countries assembled for the summit

Auckland and also at WTO ses-
sion of Seattle. But there is no
doubt that America still carries a
great weight on APEC as it was
evident from the inclusion in the
Brunei Declaration of some pro-
posals on the line suggested by
Clinton in his speech, such as,
launching of the WTO trade talks
in 2001 and expression of sympa-
thy with the victims of 1997-98
financial crisis, urging them to
Keep with painful economic
reforms for better days to come.
However, alter much beating
about the bush, the Summit
Declaration was the product of a
compromise reached between the
two warring groups, giving a
concrete clue to launch the WTO
trade talks next year. With refer-
ence to this, the Declaration, inter
alia, sald: "We agree that a bal-
anced and sufficiently broad-
based agenda that responds to
the interests and concepts of all
WTO members should be formu-
lated and finished as soon as
possible in 2001, and that the
round (of WTO trade talks) be

launched in 2001.
Another failure appre-
hended: President Clinton's

stand was, however, challenged
by Thal Trade Minister Mr
Supachal, who will become the
next Chief of WTO In 2002, at the
expiry of the divided term of the
incumbent, Mike Moore, former
prime minister of New Zealand.
(Mr Moore was strongly sup-
ported by USA against Mr
Supachai, supported by the
developing countries In the last
election of WTO's new Director-
General. Later as a compromise,
the two candidates were taken as

clected and their term of office
was equally divided, first to
assume office was Mr Moore). Mr
Supachai opposed Clinton's
insistence on launching the WTO
trade-talks in 2001, adding that
any fixation of date for launching
the talks was likely to be another
failure which, according to him,
would be disastrous. But ulti-
mately Clinton had the last
laugh. Only time will show what
happens to the future of the talks.

Proposal for workers' rights:
But why the developing countries
were opposed to Clinton's insis-
tence for inclusion of the provi-
sions of workers' rights and envi-
ronmental protection” in the
future round of WTO trade talks?
Because the poor nations con-
sider these two as their most
important assets with which they
can face the developed countries
for competition with their prod-
ucts. Knowing this fully well, the
developed countries, led by Amer-
ica, want to cut the rool and then
water the plant with sprinkles of
globalisation. Hence acceptance
of this demand of the rich nations
would he tantamount to signing
their own death-warrant, by
undermining their key compeli-
tive advantages in global econ-
omy their ability to exploit
readily available cheap labour on
one hand and make full use of
abundant natural resources on
the other. It is, therefore, sheer
hypocrisy on the part of the devel-
oped countries to demand work-
ers' rights and environmental
protection.

Labour exploitation by devel-
oped countries: Perhaps the
developed countries forgot, or

. something terribly wrong was

Pak DeP“Ey ngh happening in my country! Mr
Commissioner's Irfan Raja’s comment Is similar to
the Nazis saying that the Jews

remarks deserved-to die. | do not think he

Sir, 1 was appalled after read-
Ing the comments made by Mr
Irfan Raja, Pakistan's Depuly
High Commissioner al a seminar
on 27 November. This diplomat {s
no doubt a disgrace to his profes-
sionn i he actually thinks that
there is no reason for Pakistan to
apologise for its war crimes and
furthermore lor publicly express-
ing his sentiments.,

The whole world knows what
happened In Bangladesh in 1971,
Mlﬁinns of Bangladeshis who losl
their near and dear ones will give
the Deputy High Commissioner
the gory detalls of how they were
murdered, millions of photo-
graphs are avallable with proof of
the alrocitles committed by his
people and vetl he altends a semi-
nar and shamelessly declares
that the Bangladeshis were the
one who initiated the war?

I was an B-year old living In
London during the war, but | was
old enough to comprehend that

has a clue as to how sensitive this
issue is amongst the
Bangladeshis. 1 am of the opinion
that the government should send
the diplomat packing not back to
his High Commission bul to his
country belore he faces the wrath
of the people!

Farhan Quddus
Banani, Dhaka

Ticket to dishonesty
at ZI1IA

oir, On 21 Novemmber, | went Lo
ZIA International Alrport (o see
off a relative. As | tried (o peer
inside from the entrance door-
way, one Ansar guard told me |
couldn’t do that and If | wanted to
£o in | have to buy a ticket with
Taka 250. | stood back and
started pondering whether to buy
the ticket and whether | neaded
tickets for my two minor children
as well. The same guard then

sauntered over lo me and said he
could let me in If | gave him Taka
200. | refused him bluntly and
decided to buy two tickets, one for
mysell and another for a relative.
Then I went over to the counter
with a Taka 500 note and asked if
the children too needed any tick-
etsaswell. Iwas told that they did
not.

Then the officials at the coun-
ter asked for the passport of the
passenger | was seeing off bul
unfortunately | couldn’t produce
it since she was already Inside
checking in at the counter. How-
ever, it didn't seem lo maller
much when they saw the note in
my hand and told me that il was
okay. This is where the story gets
interesting. One of the officials at
the counter took my money and
asked me to accompany him to
the entrance. When | asked [or
the tickets all he gave me was
whal looked like a tickel issued
to someone else earlier. Moreover,
instead of two he just gave me one
ticket, I went In with the children,
but came out shortly looking for
the relative for whom | had pald
also. Alter finding him, we went

back to the counter for his ticket.
With a wave of the hand, the same
official just told us to go in.

I realised that my money was
obviously not going into the
authorities’ coffers but into the
pockel of those unscrupulous
thugs wearing the officlal badges.
However, remembering the unsa-
voury repulation of ZIA 1 did not
take any action and just gave up.

Now | ask Is there any use
fighung this corrupt system?
What hope is left for this country?

Dilkash Ahmed
Gulshan, Dhaka

Female power

Sir, The two powerful female
political leaders are (axing the
citizens with enough power distri-
bution problems since the decade
of the 1990s; and now it appears
that a third experienced one may
be Inducted Into the local political
scene, I former President Ershad
continues to remain in the jail
(Janata Tower case). There Is
possible fourth standby In
another party: the capable sister

ol the present prime minister, to
carry on the family tradition. Why
do we have such a weakness for
dynasty rule?

Paradoxically, the print media
Is full of demand for more power
Lo wormen in Bangladesh. In a way
this Is correct, as too much power
Is concentrated in too few female
personalities, The general elec-
tion Is sought to be made open (o
women candidates to contest
from all or any seat.

Male chauvinism need (o be
curbed to a reasonable degree, 1o
allow more leg room and elbow
room (o the female
enterpreneurship, for more venti-
lation of the upper chamber, The
agegressive male politicians have
Lo be contained to some extent, as
they are exceeding the decent
boundary lines in selling unethi-
cal products to the citizens. When
the Yin-Yang principle is bal-
anced in the Bengalee society,

Dhaka will surely ggospcr in a
way never Imagined before,
A Citizen
Dhaka
p g

they pretend to forget, that they
were not born rich. They had also
to begin from a scratch or a start-
ing-line and pass through many
hazards In the long journey with
ups and downs, before reaching
their present stable stage, after
centuries of struggle. History is
replete with tragic stories of their
merciless exploitation of cheap
labour and environment, avail-
able in their country. And in the
case of America, it imported ship-
loads of millions of slave-labours
from Alfrica, whose working con-

dition was much worse than that
of the so-called bonded-labour
prevailing in poor countries, and
for which the Western countries
often shed so much crocodile
tears. So it would be better on the
part of developed countries not to
put their hands elsewhere when
their own closets are still full of
skeletons. The tragic legacy of
African slave labours in America
is still crying hoarse in slums
inhabited by the poor black peo-
ple, now so-called African-
Americans. Hence, they should
not forget that Rome was not built
in a day. So what they had
achieved after centuries of strug-

gle cannot be expected of the poor.

developing countries to achieve
overnight, except using a magic
wand!

Moreover, the developed coun-
tries shouldn't try to push their
proposals about workers' rights
and environmental protection
through WTO, as it is none of its
business. Another UN agency,
ILO, is there to look after the
interest of the workers. So let not
WTO go out of its way to a play
surrogate mother to workers'
issue. WTO has already earned
the name and fame of being a rich
men's club. They should try to get
rid of showing nw carrots to the
poor nations.

When will the G-8 promise be
fulfilled? The poor developing
countries have already become
disillusioned at the behaviour of

Message it Carries for Developing Countries?

the developed countries. They
had earlier expressed their dis-
satisfaction at the failure on
part of G-8 nations who had
promised at their session in
Cologne (Germany) last year that
as much as $100 billion worth ol
debt burden of the poor borrow-
ing nations would be wiped out.
But unfortunately, nothing tangj-
ble has been done so far to hon:
our that promise.

Therefore the bottomline Is: ¢

How long this clash of L
between the two unequa: 3 :’
ners in development the ricl;
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the poor nations will continue?l. =

Is gradually assuming a menac-
ing posture as clearly manifested
at several global economic meel

ings held recently, iIncluding
Seattle, Okinawa and Prague.
Before it goes out of control, it is
time for the developed
to come out of the fool's fort and
face the ground reality. The ear-
lier they realisé their mistake
and come forward to share their
proverbial summer ice with the
poor nations, relieving them frou;
the torture of continuous winter
ice. it would be better for both the
conflicting parties as well as fur
the global economy as a whole

Then only the David-Goliath

episode will come to a peaceful

end. Otherwise will continue to
haunt the relationship of the

developed and the developing
countries, casting the most omi-

nous shadow over the global
economy, and all that it means.

Let the darkest hour, just before
the dawn, be over as quickly as

possible.

The writer is a retired UN offi-
cial

A New Turn in Palestinian-Israeli Conflict

by Mohammad Amjad Hossain

Since there is likelihood that the United States would exercise veto power ir

blocking the resolution at the Security Council, therefore, the proposal of .=~
France and Britain, in favour of UN observers' team, merits consideration. The

Arab countries should pursue to translate this proposal into action.

N a dramatic development

Egypt. one of the moderate

Arab Countries, which
entered into peace accord with
Israel, has awakened all on a
sudden to call upon the members
of the Securily Council of the
United Nations for holding an
emergency session following
helicopter gunships rocket
altacks by lIsrael in the Gaza
Strip. This call was followed by
the recall of the Ambassador from
Israeli by Egypt. This appears to
be a new turn in the stalemate
situation in the Middle East. The
situation is the inevitable conse-
quence ol the Israell indiscrimi-
nate unabated attack on the
stone throwing Palestinians.

It Is also heartening to note
that another Arab Country, Jor-
dan. which has border wilth
Israel, decided not to send a new
Ambassador to Israel, but both
Egypl and Jordan till the writing
ol this article refrained [rom
severing diplomatic relations
with Jewish state. It seems that
these two Arab Countries have
reservation aboul severing rela-
tions with lIsrael despite resolu-
tions passed by two summit
conlerences, the Arab league
Summit on 22 October and the

OIC Summit on 9 November
2000.
Another significant develop-

ment is that a good number of
Arab countries have requested for
an urgent meeting of the Security
Council.

The continued violence In the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip
and lIsracl's atroecities against
Palestinians prompted the lead-
ers at the OIC Summit to take a
lirm stand against Israel, which
inspired them to stand united in
calling for placing United Nations
peace Keeping forees in the Bank
and the Gaza Sirip (o protect
Palestinians. This appears to be

very positive stand taken so far in
the OIC Summit, but this stand
needs to be pursued vigorously to
raise at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly and the Security
Council as well. Although il is
likely that any resolution by the
Security Council on this issue
would be vetoed by the United
States of America. therefore, it

~would perhaps be logical for oil

rich Arab countries to consider
re-locating thelr investment in
American banks and other
organisations to put pressure on
the United States to pursuade
Israel to accept legitimate rights
of the Palestinians and a state for
them.

This has become all the more
necessary in he context of luke-
warm altitude of the Uniled
States of America for sending UN
peace-keeping forces to the dis-
puted occupied Arab territories
and non-implementation of
OSLO peace agreement Israel
signed with PLO.

Meanwhile, France and Brit-
ain. main architects for the cre-
ation of state of Israel betraying
genuine desire of Arab's are in
favour of sending UN observers
leam to the Israeli occupied Arab
territories.

Since there Is likelthood that
the United Stales would exercise
velo power In blocking the resolu-
tion at the Security Council,
therefore, the proposal of France
and Britain merits consideration.
The Arab Countries should pur-
sue to translate this proposal into
action. This appears 1o be some-
thing better than nothing in the
existng circumstances.

Yasser Arafats latest move Lo
cajole Russia to play as an actor
in the peace process in the Pales-
tinlans Israelis conllict is a futile
exercise, The Russian Federation
IS notl acceptable to its allies In
the Eastern Europe as all of these

countries are in the process ol
entering in the orbit of the only
military alliance: NATO and
aspiring to become partner in
progress with the European
Union. Moreover, Russia does not
wield Influence within CIS (com-
monwealth of independent
States) comprising break away
states of the Soviet Union.
However, Russia could play an
important role in piloting an
agenda in the Security Council
for despatching UN peace keeping
forces to occupied Arab territories
as Russia is one of the permanent
members of the Council, which
enjoys velo power. .
As suggested in my last article
Arafat, a pro-western leaning
leader. does not enjoy the author-
ity he claims to have in the occu-
pled territories despite the verbal
support lavishes on him. He
should cultivate leaders of the
European Union and some pow-
erful leaders of Arab countries (o

countries

pul pressure on Israel to resohe

the dispute of Palestinians Israe
lis conllict.

In his connection, it may be
repeated that the economic life ol
the industrially developed coun-
(ries depends on oll, of which a
very large proportion derives from
a group of developing countrics
associated In the organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries.

The eleven Countries of OPEC
supply about 87 per cent of Wesl-
ern Europe’s ofl and about 80 per
cent of Japan's while USA receive
about 30 per cent of its require-
ments from these countries. The
oil Is possibly the only weapon (0
manipulate supplies to Western
Countries in order to exert pres-

sure indirectly on Israel to evacu-

ate Arab territories to establish
an Independent State for Pales
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