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sub-et (tee was formed
a probe into garment factories

that are allegedly flouting & Julations and
suggest necessary reforms ifoutdated factory rules.  killed.
The committeg will also identify the problems and

flaws that lead to incidents®f fire at garment facto-
ries. |

The Bangdladesh Garmemits Manufacturers and
Exporters Asseclation (BGMEA) would provide the
committee with a listof nafes of factories where it
had sent letters to warmnm théin about the absence of
safety measures.

‘The five-member sub-co
meeting of the Parliament
on Labour and Employm
Jatiya Sangsad B (p
terday. Two representatives
present in the meeting. !

mittee was formed at a
Standing Committee
Ministry held at the
llament building) ves-
f the BGMEA were also

Dhaka is seriously ' contemplating asking
Islamabad to recall fromm Bangladesh its 'errant
envoy.’ Deputy High Commissioner Iffan Raja.
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Otherwise, he will be declared persona non grata
under Article 9 (1961) of the Vienpa Convention,
leading to his expulsion, highly placed sources
indicated vesterday. | |

The decision about the envoy, who violated all
diplomatic niceties to make unwarranted remarks
on Bangladesh's Indepéndence War hurting the
national pride. i ted to be taken today or

said.

fDha 'S decisior,
Only a ‘suitable gesture’ and a ‘fayourable reply

[Oor commernis.

———

EC didn't approve appointments of
analyst, admits CEC

consu!tant &

By Nazrul Islam

The admission came at a time
when the tussle on the question
of authorities between the CEC
and the three other Election
Commissioners is at its peak. It
all started in August last when
the CEC went for the appoint-

Chief Election tﬂmmissinner
MA Syed admitted yesterday that
the Election Commission did not

international consgltant and a
system analyst to a Commission
project. 1
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The meeting was held in the wake of a tragic incl
dent of fire at a knitwear factory in Narsinghdi on
November 25, in which 48 garment workers ‘were

Meeting sources told The Daily Star last night
that the parllamentary committee members came
down heavily on the garment factory owners for
paying poor salary to the workers, poor safety
arrangements and congested lactory environment
despite repeated appeals and demands by different
quarters of the soclety.

Earlier, about 24 problems were identified In the
garment industry, and the BGMEA was supposed to
redress those gradually. But. a member of the JS
commiltee sald yesterday that only 10 per cent of the
problems have so far been resolved.

However, BGMEA President Anisur Rahiman
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Dhaka tplgns tough stand if

errant envoy not recalled
Pak HC may be summoned again

By Diplomatic Correspondent

from Islamabad to Dhaka's protest note handed over
to the High Commissioner on Tuesday could fore-
stall Bangladesh government's decision, observers

Islamabad can move to repair the damage to
relations between the two countries caused by the
uncalled for comments by its envoy either by with-
drawing him from Dhaka or at least calling him back
‘for consultations,’ they noted.

Heclic consultations among senior officials were
going on yesterday at the Ministry of Foreign Aflairs
(MOFA) and also al the Prime Minister's Office (PMO)
on what action to be taken against the ‘errant’ diplo-
mat.. Bul they were tight-lpped when appre

"5 r]“ fj
i

See page 11 col 3
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ments unilaterally.

There was no approval from
the Commission regarding the
appointments, but all of them
(Election Commissioners) knew
of it,” he told a group of journal-
Ists at his office yesterday follow-
ing nearly one-and-half-hour
meeting with his deputies on the
recent developments in the Com-
mission.

The meeting, however, failed to
resolve the deadlock. In August
last, the chief executive of the EC
decided to bring Lionell J Wollner,
a US national, as an international
consultant and Mainul Haque, a
systern analyst, in the project
almed at strengthening the Elec-
tion Commission. He made the
appomtments ignoring opinions
from the other Commissioners.

The Election Commissioners,

oee page 11 col 3

NBR move to

{ settle Ershad's

Income tax

return issue

Star Report

The National Board of Revenue
(NBR) has taken an inftiative to
settle the Issue of income tax
return filed by former president H
M Ershad, a move seen by many
as almed at assessing his total
assels,

Sources concerned said the
main purpose ol the NBR nitia-
tve Is to ascertain whether the
jalled Jatiya party chief has the
ability to pay a fine Tk 5.5 crore.

Earlier. the Supreme Courl
had ruled that the lormer presi

See page 11 col 2

NCTBB likely
to cancel
contract with
3 printers
By Staff Correspondent

The curriculum and textbook
conimittee ol the National Currle
wlum and Text Book Board
INCTBEB) Is likely to cancel the
contract signed belween Lhe
Board and Pustaka, Frée Press
and Suktara, three concerns of
Beximeo Group for printing of
B. 12 crore textbooks, sources
salcl.

The committees will sit at an

emergency meeting today o
decide on three concerns of
See page 11 col 6
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Mayor wakes up to the stinky reality and acts... pleas from thousands of offices and business establishments at the Karwan Bazar

appear to have fallen on the right ears. The Dhaka City Corporation's conservancy team was seen removing rubbish piled on the roads
near the kitchen market yesterday. We thank the Mayor for his prompt action. However, we would like to suggest that a special team be

_ kitchen market. Not only the garbage, the major
thoroughfares in the area are also encroached upon by illegal makeshift structures and used by bus
terminals. During daytime, these roads simply become unusable. The DCC should also address this p
prestige, and more and more national and multinational companies moving in, the DCC
roads in the precinct. We really hope that the DCC would live up to the task.

and truck owners as temporary
roblem. With the area growing in
should ensure cleaner and obstruction-free

—Star photo

A chaos called Karwan Bazar

More than 100 illegal installations in last one year

By Staff Correspondent

Total absence of governance has allowed hooligans and terrorists (o
install hundreds of trading centres along with political party offices in
the Karwan Bazar area, occupying main roads, footpaths, public
parks and parking lots.

More than 100 illegal installations have mushroomed in this prime
commercial area during the last one year. In the very presence of
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) officials and police, the gangs have
completely taken over six main thoroughfares of Karwan Bazar install

vegetable market, bears the testimony [0 lawlessness
To make the situation even worse. DCC Zone-6 officials have
retly allowed some dozen inter-district bus services (o set up their
terminal in the area. To facilitate parking for the buses, the DCC offi
clals are alleged to have remaoved mountains of rubbish from in front of
the Janata Tower for a hefty fee

Meanwhile, the bus owners discovered an en pty, "urx
near holding numbers 7 1 and 73 on the northern side

S

laimed plot

: : _ ol Karwan Bazar
ing trading centres overnight and grabbed it for use as the terminal and parKing area. DCC officials
Pleas from Iumrl_rr{]s of ollices, including some of the top-ranking said they knew nothing of it
business houses of the country, to clean the area have fallen on deaf Now it has designated a spot in the middle of another thoroughfare
| ears ol the authorities, partic nh:i}' the DCC., which is ofliciallv thi nearbv Lo dump about 100 tonnes rubbish, generated dailv by the
custodian of the area. vegetable market
Most recently the DCC Mayor Mohammad Hanif came into the oeveral plot owners of Karwan Bazar said that under the eircum
| limelight when he allocated a park for building 51 shops. However, on stances Lhey could not rent out their premises to offices. They said
. November 27, the Prime Minister revoked the allotment and ordered they were being ruined, as they couldn't find tenants. Thev threater i
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all for an unbelievably

. low rate of Tk. 2400/month
Internet

of the new ® No sign-up charge
millennium

® No per minute charge

dSpecial Introductory
Offer

Yearly Subscribers

4 Tk. 1800 per Month

! Tk. 1800x12=Tk. 21,600+ VAT 15%
13th, 14th, 15th Month Free

R Offer Valid Till - Dec. 17, 2000

3 e TR ot .
Service Plan A R A

Plan A. Monthly prepayment @ 2400 per month + 15% VAT = Tk. 2,760
Plan B .. monthly prepayment @ 2400x6 = 14,400 + 15% VAT =Tk 16,560 7th month free
Plan C : Yearly prepayment @ 2200x12 = 26,400 + 15% VAT =Tk 30,360 13th, 14th, 15th month free

surf the net to your heart's content
without caring about per minute charge

limited access > High-Speed link all the way to the internet port in the USA )X E-mail, web-
s FTP »C 24-hour active helpline » Worldwide roaming* account, accessible in 150 countries
ﬁ:qprions throughout the world »¢ Unified messaging system i.e. messages from all your email

addressgsforwarded straight to your gononet address “Srcharys il apebs

A e S D e

| E’ , call today, callnow ... o
OIMER B are : 8516045 8816040, 8818754, (019- 346808, 019-346474. 011-838003. 017-528890, 019-381931. 018-226742. 017-523537 J
ur Hotline : 018-238477, 018

127. Guishan 1 Dhaka 1212 Bangiadesh

Ml COM Weh . wiaw Gl onet com




