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WC 2002 qualifier

Iran breeze
into phase
two

TABRIZ. Iran. Nov 28: Iran
clinched their progress into the
second pha: of the Asia Zone

ualifiers for the 2002 World
“up finals with a 2-0 win over
Tajikistan here Tuesday. re-
ports AFP,

The match was the clincher
in Group Twd as both sides had
thumped Guam for a total of 35
goals and none against, while
the fourth team Myanmar had
declined to take part.

Both sides had goal chances
in a tentative first hall watched
by a 25.000 crowd under cold
but sunny conditions.

But in the second hall lran
got well on top through the
creativity of Ali Dal and Karim
Bagheri.

Dai it was who opened the
scoring in the 47th minute and
seven minutes later Mehdi
Hacheminassab struck to give
the home side a lead they held
on to for the rest of the match

Iran go through to next
vear's Asia Zone 2Z2nd round
where the 10 group winners

from the first stage will be di-
vided into two groups of five
The winners of those two
roups qualify directly for the
2002 finals in South Korea and
Japan. while the two runners-
up plav-off and then have a
final decider against a Euro-
pean team to reach the finals.

Schillaci wants
to help
Palermo

ROME. Nov 29: Former Ital-
jan international striker Salva-
tore "Toto' Schillaci, who retired
from top flight football last sea-
SOr. wanits to return o compe-
lition, according to press re-
poris in Sicily Monday, reports
AFP.

Fhe 36-vear-old. Italy's widl
eyed goalscorer of the 1990
World Cup, has reportedly ol-
fered his services to Third Divi-
sion side Palermo., who are cur-

rentlv on the look out for a
striker
Palermmo sporting director

Giorgio Perinetti is reported not
to have turned down the offer
and is leaving the final decision
with team coach Giuliano Son-
zogni.

“Schillaci. who plaved for Ju-
ventus and Inter Milan belore
finishing his career in the
Japanese J-League., has sSihnc
his retirement been involved in
the setting up of a school for
voung footballers in his native
Sicily

Schillaci was the 1990 World
Cup tournament's top scorer
with_ six_ goals. But his last in
theil -1 semi-final " draw
aganmst Diego Maradona’'s Ar

gentina failed to stop the hosts
from losing on penalties and
linishing third.

ROK after
Hiddink

SEOUL, Nov 28:- South Ko-
rea is in talks with a former
national soccer coach from the
Netherlands in a bid to help the
Korean team advance to the
round of 16 in the 2002 World
C“IL ”H" Hf}r{‘r‘l ! "'[hii“ ASSO-
ciation (KFA), saiu today, re-
ports Reuters.

Soutlh Korea, co-host of the
2002 World Cup along with

Japan. was negotiating with
Guus Hiddink, 54, former
coach of the Netherlands. to
replace Hub Jung-mon, said

the chief of KFA's international
department,

Nuh. who told loecal media Lie
had quit voluntarily and his
predecessors have been criti-
cised for failing to lead South
Korean into the round of 16 in
international tournaments,
mncluding the 2000 Sydney
Olympics and recent Asian cup
maltches

South Korea won one
liminary match in Sydney.

“"We have not reached ans
agreement with Hiddink vet.~
said the KFA chief. "Hiddink
has just consented on the terins
and conditions on the contract

pre-

If the contract is signed.
Hiddink would coach the Ko-
rean team for 18 months
through June 30, 2002, the

KFA official said.

The KFA declined to discuss
Hiddink's salary other than to
say it would be higher than that
of local coaches and that {1
would include inecentive bo-
nuses for advancing the team to
the round of 16 or higher.

The former Dutceh coach led
the Netherlands' national soccer
teain to the semi-finals in the
1998 World Cup in France,
beating South Korea 5-to-0 in
preliminaries,

Herrera

SORIA. Spain. Nov 29:
Spanish First Division side
Numancia have fired their

coach Francisco Paco' Herrera,
the club confirmed Monday.
reports AFP.

Herrera ends his second
spell as the club’s trainer. hav-
ing previously led the side in
the 1997-98 season.

But a series of poor results
with the club currently lyving
17th. just one point above the
relegation zone, had lead to
calls for his sacking

His assistant Celestino
Vallejo has  been appointed
interiin coach untll a replace-
ment has been found.
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THE WINNER TAKES IT ALL: Iker Cassilas (R), the Real Madrid goalkeeper finding it hard
to come to terms with the defeat while Boca Juniors players celebrate at Tokyo yesterday.

—AFP photo

Boca proves Latin supremacy

From page 13

after the 27-vear-old Argen-
tinian  international  striker,
popularly known as ‘El loco

(The crazy one), was put clean
through by delence-splitting
PrASSES

The dazed Spaniards coun-
tered in the 12th minute when
Brazil star Roberto Carlos

chested down a cross alter a
failed clearance by Hugo [barra
and toe-poked a left-foot shot
past Colombian international
keeper Oscar Cordoba.

But Real coach Vicente del
Bosque conceded his star-
studded side spent the rest ol
the game chasing Boca's talls.

"Our start was catastrophic

PAST RESULT'S

FTORYO, Nov 29 (AFP): Boea
Juniors salvaged some South
Amcerican pride here Tuesday
by deleating Spanish Kings Real

Madrid 1o take the Interconti-
nental Cap back to therr conti-
uent for ithe st iane in o sis
VUl s

Following are  the fiXture s
resiilis sinee 9S00 when the
annual  plavolt  betweenr  the
champmons ol  Europe  and
Sonth America hecame a one-

leg tie plaved in Tokvo

2000 BOCA JUNIORS (Arg)
2-1 Real Madrid (Spa)
MANCHESTER
-0 Palmeiras

|'-I' v
UNITED
(I3ra)

|998. REAL MADRID (Spa)
92-1 Vasco Da Gama (Bra)

(Eng)

1997 BORUSSIA DORT-
MUND (Ger) Z2-0) { ruzeiro (Bra)
19896 JUVENTUS (Ita) -0

Rivar Plate 1airg)

1995 AJAX (Ned) O0-0 Gre-
mio (Bra) (after extra tme: Ajux
uon 4-3 on penalties)

19494 VELEZ SARSFIELD
[Arg) 2-0 AC Milan (Ita)

1993: SAO PAULO (Bra) 3-2
AC Milan (Ita)

1992: SAO PAULO (Braj 2-1

Barcelona (Spa)

1 991 RED STAR BEL-
GRADE (Yug) 3-0 Colo Colo
(Chi)

lUu0; AC MILAN (Ita) 3-0

Club Olimpia (Par)

1989: AC MILAN (Ita) ]1-0
Nacional Medellin (Col) (after
CXIr 1§

|985: NACIONAL MONTE-
VIDEO (Uru) 2-2 PSV Eindho-
ven (Ned) (after extra time: Na-
cional M-ntevideo won 7-6 on
penalties)

1987: FC PORTO (Por) 2-1
Penarol (Uru) fafter extra time)

|986: RIVER PLATE (Arg)
1-0 Steaua Bucharest (Rom)

1985: JUVENTUS (Ita) 2-2
Argentinos Juniors {(Arg) (afler
extra ume: Juventus won 4-2 on
penalties)

1 984 INDEPENDIENTE
(Arg) 1-0 Liverpool (Eng)

1983: GREMIO (Bra) 2-1
Hamburger SV (former West,
Germany) :

1982: PENAROL (Uru) 2-0

Aston Villa (Eng)

1981: FLAMENGO (Bra) 3-0)
Liverpool (Eng)

1980: NACIONAL MONTE-
VIDEO (Uru) 1-0 Nottingham
Forest (Eng)
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MOMENT OF HIS LIFE: Boca Juniors captain -Jorge Hernan
Bermudez is ecstatic as he lifts the Intercontinental Cup.

—AFP photo

with the first two goals.” he
complaimed. "We gave the game
to Boca, and they knew how to
Keep it until the end.”

Man-of-the-match  Palermo
declared: "This is one of the
proudest victories of my life.”

Real had got a boost when
skipper Fernando Hierro shook
off a loot injury incurred during
last  week's 2-0 European
Champions League win over
English side Leeds to take his
place in the starting line-up.

But his presence at the back
did little to defuse the Buenos
Alres side s threat on the break.
with midfhield fulerum Roman
Riguelme threading Incisive
balls through the flat-footed
Real defence.

Boca nearly extended their
lead just after the interval, but
Real's 19-year-old keeper lker
Casillas clawed out Riquelme's
dipping 25-vard Iree Kick with a
linger-tip save.

Real should have equalised
immediately after when Roberto
Carlos found Guti inside the
box with a beautifully weighted
pass. However, the Spanish
mternational dragged his shot
wide and no Real player was
following up as the ball trun-
dled past an empty Boca goal.

They did manage to put the
ball in the Argentinians' net in

the 57th minute from Luis
Figo's header. but the Portu-
guese maestro was yards off-

side. Raul was also ruled off-
side” whenn he beat Cordoba
miinutes latér.

They were' easy decisions for
C'olombian referee Oscar Ruiz,
who had little else of note to do
during an entertaining and
open encounter which lacked
the bile that saw European
champions bovcott this fixture
1 the 1970s.

The first vellow card came
only on the 69th minute when
Boca defender Ibarra was
booked after petulantly kicking
the ball into the hoardings deep
in his half.

The incident came shortly
after Real's ineffective ' English
winger McManaman had been

taken off for forward Savio
Bortolini, as the Real coach
sought to up the Spaniards'

faltering tempo.

Del Bosque followed up by
replacing the anonvimous
French midfielder Claude
Makelele with another member
of his glittering strike force,

Fernando Morientes, on the
77th minute,
But Boca's lead was not

threatened and their travelling
support of 2,000 drum-beating
fans was in raptures as victory
was clinched.

Real's hopes of a third Inter-
continental title, after wins in
1960 and two years ago. were
crushed. But they will have
another tilt at global domina-
tion in the summer, when
Spain hosts FIFA's second an-

nual World Club Champion-
ships
LINE-UPS
Real Madrid: Casillas,
Hierro, Roberto Carlos.
Karanka, McManaman, Figo,
Makelele, Helguera, Guti,

Geremi, Raul

Boca Juniors: Cordoba.
I ‘rmudez, Traverso, Ibarra,
Matellan, Basualdo, Serna,

Riquelnie,
Palermo

Referee: Oscar Ruiz Acosta
(Col)

Assistant referees: Liu
Tiejun (Chn), Noboru Ishivaima
(Jpn)

Fourth official:
Fuse (Jpn)
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Kiev boss hears the music

KIEV. Nov 28 The
hoss ol Dynamo
Kiev Cirigory
Surkis has lound
himself on the re-
ceiving end of a

wave of eriticisin from fans and
press after Dynamo's results in
the Champlons' League failed to

match expectations, reports
AFP
Ukraine's top side, which

reached the Champlons' Leagne
semi-finals in 1999 and the
quarter-finals  in 1998  and

again this vear. fajled to make
thie cur into the current tour-
nament s secornd-rovnd stage
Divnamo's early exit om the
Champions’ Leagaue has jnlori-

ated their ans, who were 1ot
only exasperated by a stning ol
results. bt alseo by the

clnb’s decision to sell star play-
ers Andrei Shevehenko. Serpei
Rebrov

and Oleg Luzhny. to
western European teams.
Their  replacements have

been written off as inferjor tal-
ents. while also failing to blend
Into Dynamo's overall playving
style,

The club's bipgest signing.
Georglan  international  striker
Georgy Demetradze, top score
in the Russian league's league a
vear ago, has been labelled (he
biggest  disappointinent  altes
fatling to produace the goods in
Kiev this season,

The out-ofl-lnck Demetradze,
who cost Dyvnamo almost 20
uiilllon  dollars, failed to en-
hance s reputation as a goal-
scorer efther (o the Chawpions'
ar domestic league

Thie leanr’'s  sponsors  are
rumoured o have also voiced
their disaproval 0l Surkis

transier policy, suggesting thal
the Dynamo president conld he
sacked o the near tamare and
replaced by head coach Valery
Lobinovsky ;

The whispering gallery  al-
leges that Surkis wasted the
huge transter fees he earned for
selling the Dyvniamo favourites
to the giants ol Enropean lool-
hall.

[However, Lobanovsky re-
cently told the press he did not

see Ivunmao's results this sea-
SOl as o Jisaster, addine that
nobiody wonlld be sacked he-
Case upheaval oo
hamyg o e team's Did b

European cup glory nex: veal

Bertolotti out
of danger

LECCO. " dtaly. Noy . 28
Modena footballer  Francesco
Bertolottl, who s still in a coma
over a week alter a dressing-
roomn assault by a rival plaver,
was declared ont of danger In a
statement released by his hos-
pital Tuesday, reports AFP,

“The pattent  is  showing
slgns ol constant progress, he
has been able to conununicate
though his elocution was not
stable. He's no longer (n danger
but it's not yet possible (o de-
termine  the eventual conse-
quences of his injuries,” con-
tirmed the statement.

Bertolotth was punched by
Como  captain  Massimiliano
Ferrigno tn a post match inci-
dent on November 19,

Ferrigno has been charged
with grievous bodily harm and
falling to assist a person in
distress and has since been
interviewed by two judges.

Celtic defender
suffers relapse

GLASGOW, Nov 28: Celtic
defender Alan Stubbs was back
in hospital Monday after sul-
fering a relapse in his bid 1o
beat cancer, reports AFP,

The 29-vear-old suffered a
reaction Saturday to the che-
motherapy treatment he is re-
cefving for testicular cancer.

His agent, Paul Stretford.
told the Press Assoclation that
Stubbs had suflered the sel-
back., but denfed reports thal
the plaver had Cﬂdﬁpﬁt?ﬂ or
been at Ibrox on Sunday to see
his team beaten 5-1 by Glasgow
rivals Rangers.

Stubbs had a testicle re-
moved last vear and he re-
turned to appear for the team
thils season.

But traces of cancer werc
chiscovered in his abdomen ear-
lier in the month and he was
lorced to underpo painful che-

motherapy  reatment at  the
Beatson Oncology Unit at Glas-
gow's Western Infirmary.

At Sunday's Old Firm derby
supporters from both sides
waved banners urging him on
1o a swilt recovery.

Clemente
wants Gabri

BARCELONA, Spain. Nov
28: New Marseille coach Javier
Clemente has asked his elub to
negotiate a loan deal for Barce-
lona midfielder Gabriel Gareia,
Spanish daily Sport reported on
Tuesday, reports AFP,

Garcia, known as "Gabri".
was part of the Spanish Olvi-
pic. side that won, bronze . in
Svdney. He also ‘artracted an
unsuccessiul eight million US
dollar transfer bid from English
club Arsenal in the close sea-
SOI.

The 21-vear-old. who has
rarely featured for Barcelona
this season. confirmed that he
had been contacted by Mar-
seille and that he may be ready
1o take his chances in France.

“IU's an interesting offer. I'd
love to play for Barcelona more
regularily but that looks difli-
cult.

‘I don't want to leave Barce-
lona but I do want the chance
o play more and not lose the
competitive rhythm." he told
journalists in Barcelona.

Gabri is apparently just one
ol several players on Clemente's
Christmas wish list as he ea-
gerly awaits the opening of the
transfer window on December
L (8

Japan can
win WC 2002!

TOKYO, Nov 28: Japan's
French national coach Philippe
Troussier said the recently-
crowned Asian soccer champi-
ons can win the next World Cup
on home soil in 2002, reports
Reuters.

Speaking at the Foreign Cor-
respondents’ Club of Japan on
Monday, Troussier said home
advantage could puat Japan
among the contenders.

Asked if he thought the
Japanese were making enough
progress to one day win the
World Cup, Troussier replied.
“If vou look at every-day sports
scores, history and the mam
uncertainties, then yes Japan
has the possibility to win the
World Cup.

“In tennis, a player ranked
360th can beat the number one

on the scale. Resulis aren't
always what you expect to see.
Troussjer said the World

C'up was not a league champi-
onship based on consistency.
“It is a cup, with no favour-

ite, no small teams or big
teamns,” he said.
“There may be manv sce-

narios. but by playing at home,
with the pubic in their favour
and all the preparations, this
will hielp us,

“In theory we are the outsid-
ers, but in reality, with all these
things in our favour, Japan can
win the next World Cup.”

Troussier took over as head
coach in September 1998 and
has achieved some eve-catchimyg
results with the under-20 un-

tler-23 and senlor teams to earn

a new coutract through to the
2002 Worldl Cup.
Japan linished runners-up

to Spaii at the 1999 FIFA
World Youdhh Championship in
Nigeria, gualified for the Olym-
pic  Games quarter-finals  in
Svduey and the: won the Astan
Cup in Lebanon o October.

Troussier sad the “hunger
to learn and go fopward” on the
part of himsell d his players
Lok produced a strong working
relationshng

conlerence

T L P

Taylor apprehensive

ROME., Nov 28
IReuters /AP La-
z10 president Ser-
plo Cragnotti gave
coach Sven Goran
Eriksson  his un-

conditional backing on Monday
and satd the Swede would stay
o until his contract expires af

the end of June.
Cragnotti said Eriksson was

not to blame for the Italian

champions' slump in form and

hit out at lans who have urged
the coach to quit now rather
thian see out the season.
Eriksson  has  agreed
manage England from July,
Lazio have barred himm from
taking time out from the ltalian

10

championship to coach England

in World Cup qualifiers against

Finland and Albania in March.
“Ertksson will stay here until

the end of the season, whatever

happens - | repeat - whatever

happens.” Cragnotti told a news
at Lazio's training
ground outside Rome.

- He dismissed as “just talk”
rumonrs that former Italy coach
Dino Zoff or Eriksson’s assis-
tant  Roberto Mancini  were
poised to take over.

A group ol Lazio fans held
ip a bamner during the club’s
2-0 defeat at Parma on Sunday
which read: "Eriksson quit”™.

Cragnotti all for E

Supporters staged a small
protest  outside the training
ground on Monday afternoon,

Bur Cragnotti said the side’s
oor start to the season which
18 seen them ship (o eighth i
Serie A and lose to Anderlecht
in the Champlons League was
not primarily the coach's fault.

“Some people say the coach
counts for about 80 per cent
but I'd say it's more like 15 per
cent. OF course his choices have
an tmpact but the rest (s all
down to the plavers and the
clab.”

“How can voun even thing of
writing or thinking something
like that (the banner) after
the successes we've had thanks
to the coach.”

Lazio won the championship
for the first time in 26 years
under Eriksson, who has also
guided themn to two [talian Cup
titles, the European Cup Win-
ners Cup and the final of the
UEFA Cup In just over three
SCASONS.

Meanwhile, Peter Taylor has
indicated he may quit as care-
taker England coach I man-
ager-in - waliting Eriksson is
given a role in team selection
for the friendly against Spain in
February.

Tavlor is concerned he will
not be given a free hand for the
Feb., 28 game with Spain at

"AVLY

DHAKA, WEDNESDAY, NOVE'MB'";,_

L& W ™
-

on

Villa Park 1n Blrnuﬁgllmim He is

expected 1o mee with Footbaly
Association olficials (s wreek
lo diseuss the situation

If the FA asks Taylor (o field
a team selected by rlﬁsmu. as

E way n;l repartnﬁufur World
Cup qualifiers a t Finland
mx _;:\llbanta in ﬁmch Taylor
says he may leave. e -
“If 1 have the title of team
manager for that game 1 would
have to have the main inp
into the team.” Tavlor told Th
Express, "1 will have to have g
word about (t if that (s 1he
plan.”
The FA said Monday it hopes
to announce details .
nently” of who will be in cha
for the match against Spain.
The . FA wants Eriksson (o
have some input into the S
game and also to be fremg by
Lazio. even on a part-time ba-
sis, to take charge for the Fin.
land and Albania matches.
Tavior and  Manchester
United assistant manager Steye
McClaren took charge of Eng-
land In a caretaker capacity
after Kevin Keegan resi
following the 1-0 World Cup
qualifying defeat to Gernmnany at
Wembley.
Under Tavlor and McLaren,
England lost 1-0 to laly in a
friendly in Turin on Nov. 15,

H
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No one's a favourite

PARIS. Nov 28: As
the French league
irepares  lor the
winter break and
the opening of the
transfer market,

two full league programs in four
days will still fail to hint at an
eventual champion as a mere
|2 points seperate top placed
Bordeaux and strugglers Mar-

seille in the relegation zone.
reports AFP.
Last  season's champions

Monaco face a delicate trip to
fourth placed Nantes who sub-
jected them to the first of their
seven league defeats from 17

matches with “a 2-5 home
drubbing in early August.
Monaco's veteran Italian

striker Marco Simone summed
1up the first hall of Monaco's
season after the weekend's 4-3
defeat at Lens.

"For the moment it's a dis-
aster we're eliminated from the
Champions League and we've
vel o impose ourselves in the
lcague. that tells you every-
thing." he said. :

Tuesday sees two of the pre-
season hig-spenders Paris Saint
Gernmnaim and Rennes square up
alter  equally  disappeinting
starts.

Rennes' Paul Le Guen is
tipped to be the fifth coach to

lose his job should they fo
down at Parc des Princes where
lie once wore the PSG shirt.

Le Guen's opposite number
Phillipe Bergeroo is also under
pressure as his side have taken
just one point from the last 12
despite unprecedented recruit-
ment during the close season.

Pick ol the round should be
Sedan’s visit to Lvon which

pronuses to Be a right match.
Though Lyon won 0-3 at Stras-
bourg on Saturday, the form
side from the Ardennes known
as the "Wild Boars" will offer
Lyon tougher opposition.

1998 champions and cur-
rent leaders Bordeaux drew at
second placed Sedan on Sun-
day to extend their unbeaten
run to ten. host Corsican outfit
Bastia on Wednesday.

Bastia have failed to score
away from home in their last
three matches and will struggle
to beat in form Ullrich Rame in
‘the Bordeaux goal who made
three class saves early in the
goalless draw at Sedan on Sun-
day.

‘I can't explain the saves but
| can tell you this isn't simply
Ll plavers but a solid group.”
Rame fold sports daily L'Equipe
on Monday. |

But shoe-string-budget Gu-
ingamp will go top on Tuesday

In France

night should they continge
their superb three-month run
with a home victory over un-
predictable Lens.

Bottom placed Toulouse will
hope to continue their four
match unbeaten run when they
host Troyes on Wednesday
while second bottomm Stras-
bourg face a potentially more
difficult task at Lille.

Strasbourg coach Claude Le
Rov was relieved of his post on
Sunday while his counterpart
at newly promoted Lille, Vahid
Halilhodzic has lilted his side 1o
fith despite claiming in the pre-
season that they were not ready
for the top-flight.

Finally. Marseille host Saint
Etienne both of whom now
boast 1loreign coaches. St
Etienne lost 2-0 to Nantes Sun-
day but have done well since
Welshman John Toshack ar-
rived a month ago.

Spaniard Javier Clemente
took firm hold of the reins at
Marseille on Sunday saying:
'm in command, | make the
decisions and 1 lead. Threre'll
be hard work and no circus ®

But Clemente may have to
wait until the opening of the
transfer markel before dragging
Marseille from the relegation
zone.

Tough days for coaches

PARIS. Nov 29: As
the topsy-turvy
I'rench league
reaches the half-
way point, four
clubs have so far

taken the easy option of firing
the coach rather than the 11
plavers, after results failed to

maftch expectations, reports
AFP.

Three of the four clubs that
parted company with their

coaches. Toulouse. Strasbourg
and Marseille, currently occupy
the bottom three places in the
league.

But two more fashionable
clubs. last season's champions
Monaco and their runners up
and hotly tipped successors
Paris Saint Germain, are also
rumoured to be considering the
"difficult decision”.

Strasbourg sacked Claude
Le Roy on Sunday, ten defeats
from 17 starts having been
judged meagre recompense for
the 50 million dollar pre-season
expenditure on players. And
rightly so.

But what will happen
sixth placed Paris Saint Ger-
main's Phillipe Bergeroo. who
spent 65 million dollars on
players this vyear. if his side
continue their gentle slide down
the league?

The whispering class say
that he will be fired and re-
placed by former club captain
Luis Fernandez who coached
the side to the Cup Winners'
Cup before moving on to a suc-
cessful spell at Spain‘'s Athletic
Bilbao.

Monaco's Claude Puel could
also pay the price for his presi-
dent’s recruitment policy. If
Paris Saint Germain are proving
the old adage that you can't
buy success, Monaco are busy
proving that *von cortamly can
sell 1

The Champions sold four
top plavers in the close season
including their 'keeper Fabien
Barthez to Manchester United
and Striker David Trezeguet to
Juventus. The replacements
brought in were inferior and the
results it wve followed suit.

Lo

Seven league defeats and
elimination from the Champi-
ons League have possibly
sounded both the death knell
for Puel and the starting pistol
for the club's remaining top
plavers to look elsewhere for
SUCCess.,

Whatever reasons lurk be-
hind the string of changes.
those clubs that took the move
seem to have been justified.
Last season three of the four
club's that fired their coaches
did avoid the drop.

This season St Etienne have
climbed out of the relegation
Zone  since appointing Welsh-
man John Toshack six weeks
ago and new Toulouse coach
Robert Nouzarel is sitting on a
four maich unbeaten run de-
Spite propping up the league.

Former Spain coach Javier
Clemente looks like a good ap-
pointment for Marseille but has
velr (o oversee a match and
Strasbourg are hoping to bring
it zech coachi Ivan Hasek
frous Sparta Prague.

Search for transfer headway

BRUSSELS. Nov
28: Soccer experts
daid European offi-
cials will meet next
week in a last-ditel)
bid to reach a com
Promise on luture rules gov-
“riing player transfers. reports
Keuters,

Just davs ahead of a Euro-
pran Union summit in Nice.
where leaders are expected to
agree on a special declaration
on sport. officials from soccer's
governing bodies and the Euro-
pean Commissios. will resume
their search for a new transfer
svstem.,

The  Commission,.. which
oversees the EU's Single Mar-
Ket, argues the current svstem
breaks EU laws and abuses’
workers rights to ply their trade
anywhere in Europe.

FIFA tabled proposals late
last month to revamp the svs-
tem but European Competition
Conunissioner Mario Monti said
these were oo vague.

Monti has threatened to de-
clare the current system illegal
unless FIFA comes up with a
new system which respects EU
lavw.

“Mr Monti wrote to FIFA two
weeks ago to thank them for
their proposals but to stress
that some ol them were still too
vagne. a Commission spokes-
wornan said on Monday.

She saud an initial technical

meeting last aweek had been
constructive and a f[ollow-up
session would be held next
week.

Monti argues the existing
sel-up  prevents  footballers

having the same rights to free
movement enjoved by other EU
workers. :

Soccer's leading figures say
abolishing the current system
would  plunge football into
chaos, squeezing small clubs
and prmnptin% a free-for-all as
players move between clubs at
will.

A FIFA/UEFA Task Force
submitted its proposals on Oc-
tober 31 but these were not

French replays
set for
December 13

PARIS. Nov 29: The French
First Division match between
Lille and Paris Saint Germain
which was stopped in the 63rd
minute last Saturday because
ol rain with the score standing
-1 will be replayed on Decenm-
ber 13, the National Football
Leagne (LNF) confirmed Mon-
day, reporis AFP.

Two other delayed First Divi-
sion matches - Lyon v Toulouse
and Bastia v Nantes - will also
be played on the same day.

backed hv the Fil'Pro plavers
union .

The proposals include a ban
on the international transfer of
minors. compensation for clubs
which have trained voung play-
ers, “respect for contracts , sel
periods during the year when
translers can take place, a Svs-
tem of arbitration and ar-
rangements to smooth the tran-
sition 10 a new system. _

Supporters of the worlds
richest club Manchester United
MNL!. L have added their voice
to calls for the syvstem to be
revamped. writing to the Coin-
mission. EU officials ~aul

“We do not beliey
rent transter system
because it favours the rich
clubs over the poorer onee.”
said a letter from the Independ-
ent Manchester United Sup-
porters Association.

They said less money had
gone to the lower leagues sinee
the English Preniier League was
launched and that fans were
bearing the hrunt of financing
escalating transfer and wage
COSsL.

The official said England's
Foothall Supporters’ Associas
tion had also written to Mont
expressing similar sentiments.

“These people were not party

the cur-
is flair,

10 the Task Force but their
lIews are very welcome.” the
OHIISSIon spokeswoman
-aid.
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