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Judgement in

Humayun
Zahir Murder
Case today

« By Court Correspondent

Judgement in the sensational
Humayun Zahir Murder Case will

. be given today, court sources

said.

The 8th Additional District and
Sessjons Judge Mir Mohammad
Awlad Hossain will deliver the
judgement.

Both prosecution and defence
sides completed hearing of argu-
ments in the case.

The court recorded statements
of 45 out of 65 prosecution wit-
nesses.

Earlier, the case was trans-
ferred to two courts for disposal.
But one of the courts felt embar-
rassed to give the judgement.

Humayun Zahir, a leading
businessman, was murdered by a
group of assailants on the pre-
mises of his Dhanmondi resi-
dence on April 8, 1993.

Zahirul Haq Khan, father-in-
lawof Humayun Zahir, filed a

See page 11 col 1

Depression
turns into

cyclone
By Special Correspondent

A deep depression over the
south east Bay of Bengal turned
into a cvclone on Sunday, making
a west northwestward course,
apparently towards the Tamil
Nadu - Andhra coast of southern
India, meteorological department
said yesterday.

Unless it changes its course il
may skip Bangladesh, a meteo-
rologist said on the Cyclone
dubbed 3B that rapidly trans-
formed itself from a low to a deep
depression on Sunday.

Brewed off the Andaman sea,
the cvclone with huge cloud mass
| and packing winds of 65 kmph
" risingupto 85 km ingust.

The Met Office Storm Warnim.,
Centre asked all fishing boats

. ~and trawlers in the north Bay and
~ deep sea to move close to the

shore.

The ports of Chittagong, Cox’s

Bazar and Mongla have been

asked (o raise distant cautionary
signal Number Two.

The storm centred at 6 pm
yesterday 1420 km, 1330 km and

1360 km of Chittagong. Cox's |

Bazar and Khulna city respec-
tively.
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PM orders Mayor to restore

parks at Karwan Bazar

Businessmen suffer as illegal occupants create havoc

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina ordered the
Dhaka City Corporation yesterday to immedi-
ately cancel all the 51 allotments of shops In
the car park area of Karwan Bazar and restore
it to Its original status, sources sald.

In a letter, the prime minister also asked the
DCC to demolish all structures on the chil-
dren's park and keep the Prime Minister's
Office Informed about the implementation of
the order.

The prime ministerial move follows a report
carried out by The Daily Star under the cap-
tion, "Mayor violates PM's order” on November
23.

Mayor Mohammad Hanif allocated land to
51 individuals to build 51 shops on part of a

public car park. public footpath and the main
road for a monthly rent of Tk 600 each. The
Mayor had told The Daily Star that the land
was allocated on a temporary basis.

By approving the shops Mayor violated a
directive issued earlier by the prime minister
banning
places or low-lying areas of the city.

Several plot owners in the commercial
area of Karwan Bazar have welcomed the
prime minister's step to look into the prob-
lems in this area. They said they were thank-
ful to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for taking
action against such practices.

They said they had falled to draw attention
of the authorities to the problems of Karwan

By Staff Correspondent
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Bangladesh Narn Pragoti Sangha, a women's organisation, took out a procession in the city yesterday

, demanding compensation for the victims of Narsingdi garments factory fire.

--star photo

CEC, ECs intensifies

By Nazrul Islam

The power struggle between
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) M A Syed and rest of the
members of the four-men Elec-
tion Commission has further
intensified as the CEC in a letter
has nullified the decisions taken
by the commission during his
stay inthe USA.

The CEC on November 26 In a
letler containing Constitutional
explanation of the commission
and decision-making power of the
Chief Election Commissioner
sald, "The decisions taken in
those meetings (the meetings
héld in absence of the CEC) have
no legal validity and are ineffec-
tive and cannot be confirmed.”

Official sources said on his
return from the USA. the full
commission sat yesterday at the
CEC’s office and discussed vari-
ous issues, including the content

inconclusive,

of his letter during a lengthy
meeting. But the meeting was
especlally on ythe

Issues regarding the authorities
of the CEC.

The three commissioners are
likely to send a reply to the CEC
soon, explaining their constitu-
lional responsibilities and posi-
tions In the Commission, said a
senior official at the EC Secretar
1at.

All the three commissioners,
when contacted, declined com-
ments on the issue.

During the CEC's three-week
visit to the United States between
October 16 and November 12, the
three members in three separate
meetings with the acting Chiel
Election Commissioner Abidur
Rahman on October 18, 25 and
26 officially tried to resolve differ-
ence over certain decisions taken
unilaterally by MA Syed.

M A Syed

They resolved that the CEC
See page 11 col 3

a Frustration grips JP

3 parties reject united stand for Ershad's release
- By Rezaul Karim

Frustration and confusion have gripped the rank

| and lile of Jatlya Party as its move for a united stand

of BNFP and other parties of the opposition alliance
on the issue of HM Ershad's release has falled,

Sources sald JP formally requested BNP, Jamaat-

-Islami and Islami Otkkya Jote to take a united
aumd and announce agitation programmes to cre-
ale pressure on the government for release of
Ershad, convieted by High Court and jailed in a
corruption case.

But the leadership "outright rejected the request”,
saying It was a sensitive {ssue and It would not be
wise to say anything against a court verdict. They
also told JP that {t was Its “Internal mafter” and
other component parties of the 4-party alllance had

‘noting to do”.

Leaders of the three other parties declined (o play
any “effective role” in this regard.

They however expressed the determination to
maintain the unity of the alliance at any cost and to
resist any move for a Split.

Talking to this eorrespondent, a senjor leader of
BNP said. "We have nothing to do exceplexpressing

synmipathy with Efshad because the ch against
the Jatiya Party @halrman is of corrup '
“We could a united stand had t been a
political one,” BB added . -
The Son sald that the BNP p had

Ershad and other policy makers of

JP prior to his surrender to court that it would not be
possible for the opposition to stand against the court
verdicl.

A meeting of the Central Liaison Committee ves-
terday also decided to maintain unity of the alliance,
continue the united movement, contest the next
election Jointly and form a coalition government If it
wins.

Meanwhile, the latest developments have put on
hold JP's preparation for the next national election.
The party Is now struggling with leadership conflict,
Internal crisis and for release of Ershad.

The JP has been bargaining with BNP for contest
ing in at least 100 parllamentary constituéncies in
the next general election. But the party (s now “to-
tally demoralised” as its chairman Ershad and
secretary general Naziur Ralhiman Manjur are cis
qualified for contesting the polls as both are con-
victed in corruption cases,

Their disqualification would weaken ihe hargain
ing strength and rﬂlumilsmnm to thatef Jamaat.
the sources observed,

Leaders and aetivists of JP and its fronl o u,m'ds.i
tlons are worrfed aboul the fate of the party s they
are convineed that Ershad arid Naziur “woudd not be.
allowed” to contest the polls,

Even IfErshad is released afler puv‘lml‘li of Tk 5.5
crore [ine In the Janala T 'ease, he may besent

See page I to Ll
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Bazar despite repeated written appeals. The
plot owners have appealed to the prime minis-
ter to look into the gravity of the problems in
Karwan Bazar and order the authorities to
resolve them.

"We are really thankful to the prime minis-
ter for her interest in resolving this problem,”
said Mahbubul Haq. a businessman in the

The largest wholesale vegetables and {ish
markets in the city along with thousands of
illegal shops have mushroomed In Karwan
Bazar area under the very nose of the DCC. Its
footpaths.
parking area have been illegally occupied by

children's parks and car

See page 11col 2

Compensation
for fire victims
demanded

From Our Correspondent

NARSINGDI, Nov, 27: Relatives
of the 48 victims along with other
employees of the garment factory
in Shibpur today brought oul
procession demanding compen-
sation for the relatives of the
victims.

Forty-eight employees of
Lhtmclhur} Knitwear Ltd. were
killed during a four-hour fire at
its four-storey building near
Kararchar along the Dhaka
Sylhet Highway Saturday night.

" Some relatives of the victims
and employvees of the knilwear
factory also alleged that eight
more employees ol the ILu‘Inl‘_\'
have been missing since the
incident. They demanded that the
daily attendance book be handed
over to the district administra-
Liorn.

Hundreds of relatives of the
victims are still staying around

the factory building since the

incident on Saturday night,
Matigsral Garments Workers

Assocation th_‘r'L“r]ﬁ] Vesie i'fj.J}

staged a demonstration atl
Muktangan in the city yesterday
condemning the incidence of fire.
It demanded compensation of Tk
2 lakh each for the families of the
victims and Tk 50,000 each lor
the injured.

Meanwhile, (he five-member
inquiry committee that was
formed on Sunday to probe the
incident is likely to submil its
report belore the DC tomorrow.

BCL leader
stabbed to
death at
Bogra

BOGRA, Nov 27: A local leader
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) was stabbed to death d“t g-
edly by his party rivals in the town
on Sunday night, reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Abdul Alim alias Ujjal, 22, presi-
dent of Bogra Govt. Commerce
College unit of Chhatra League.

Police sald the assailants
indiscriminately stabbed Ujjal.
also the former VP of the college
students union, at Satmatha
crossingat about 8 pm.

He was rushed to a local clinic
and then shiifted to Bogra
Mohammad All Hospital after his
condition deteriorated. He died
at 11 pm.

A case was liled with Sadar
thana accusing BCL leaders
Liton, Sumon and Bazlu.

Police arrested two people
Shahidul and Liton in connec-
tion with the Killing.

|
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No contempt proceedings now
against Justice Latifur,
showcause on Naimuddin

By Special Correspondent

The High Court yesterday ruled that contempt
proceedings cannot be drawn now against Justice
Mohammad Latifur Rahman, a judge of the court
who resigned on Thursday.

A Division Bench of the HC observed that they
cannol draw contempt proceeding against a sitting

sjudge since the court is yet to be notified whether

his resignation has been accepted by the President.

Justice Latifur Rahman resigned amid a contro-
versy centring an alleged conversation between him
and former president HM Ershad following his con-
viction In a cormuption case. A cassetle containing
the alleged conversation was given to the HC by the
tabloid dally Manab Jamin. -

The HC Bench comprising Justice Syed Amirul
Islam and Justice KM Shalluddin gave separate
orders on the cassetle Issue.

It asked Justice Nalmuddin Ahmed, a member of

the Law Commission and a retired judge of the HC,
to show cause why contempt proceedings should
not be drawn against him for making 'derogatory’
remarks against the judiciary, based on the alleged
conversation. He has to appear before the Bench on
December 3 to reply to the show cause notice.

Earlier, the Bench had also asked Ershad to show
cause by December 3 why contempt proceedings
should not be drawn against him.

Justice Latifur Rahman tendered his resignation
on yet to be disclosed ground. It followed sending of
the cassette containing the alleged conversation (o
the Chief Justice for necessary action for ‘conduct
unbecoming’ of a judge of the HC.

The court referred the matter to the Chief Justice
on November 22 after hearing the taped conversa-
tion that had allegedly taken place on August 24.

See page 11 col 7

Pak HC summoned 3 dacoities

for 'uncalled for'
remarks by deputy

By Diplomatic Correspondent

Parting with all diplomatic niceties, the second man at the Pakistan
High Commission in Dhaka yesterday belittled the sacrifice of Libera
tion War martyrs and questioned why his country was required to |

apologise for the brutal atrocities in 1971.
Irfan Raja, Deputy High Commissioner
ties and said the atrocities in 1971 "were in fact
ants of Awami League”
The seminar on "Bangladesh Foreign Policy:
traditional issues” was held at the
tional and Strategic Studies (BIISS).

He said the "atrocities in this part of Pakistan in 1971 are
but it was actually st

blamed on the Pakistan Army,
creants of Awami League.’

il s i L U . W T TR

of Pakistan
seminar in the city yvesterday absolved his country of all responsibili-

Tracditional
Jangladesh Instilute

arted bv the mis

in city

By Staff Correspondent
Dacoits looted cash, gold orna-
. ments and other valuables worth
. over Tk 12 lakh In three separate

incidents in the city on Sunday

night.

A gang of about five or six

| dacoits entered house 137/1
Joar Shahara, Badda after cut-
ting the prill at about 1:30am
yesterday.

addressing a

{ by then | After grabbing the almirah
intialed Dy ne miscre- . 2 3
‘ 2l keys, Lhey confined the inmates of

1 : the house into a room and looted

and Non-

; Tk two lakh cash. US dollars four
ol Interna

thousand and 30 tolas of gold
rnaments, amounting to Tk 6.05
worth of cash and valuables.
In another incident, dacolls

now being :
t.rll"‘-t:
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;Dhaka should open its sea
~ ports for South Asia

(Gas based items should be exported, seminar told

By Diplomatic Correspondent

|
|
|
|

Bangladesh should harness the potential of the
newly formed South Asian Growth Quadrangle
(SAGQ) to make more comprehénsive economic
gains and enhance its foreign policy dime ﬂwnn»«

It should also open Chittagong and Mongla ports
for the entire sub-region and export to neighboring
areas the items produced by gas, participants at a
seminar on "Bangladesh Foreign Policy: Traditional
and Non Traditional Issues” said here yesterday. It
was drganised by the Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national & Strategic Studies. It was held at the BIISS
auditorium in the city

The SAGQ comprising Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal and the Northeastern states of India was
launched in 19997.

Development of the two ports and their opening
up could make Bangladesh a hub of the South Asian
region and pave the way for using the rest of the
region as its 'economic hinterland'. they said.

Two papers were presented at the seminar. One
paper on 'Bangladesh Foreign Policy: Challenges

and Opportunities” was presented by AT
Salahuddin Ahmed, Research Fellow of BHSS. Md
H}.u_nim‘-! Islam, another Research Fellow, presented
the other paper on '‘Bangladesh Foreign Policy

Issues in Information Age

Dr Toulig Al ‘*-uutm Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, moderated the seminar, inaugurated by DrA
Rab, Director of the Institute. Major General

Mostafa Kamaluddin delivered the address of wel-
COIne

Salahuddin Ahmed said land-locked Bhutan and
Nepal and the seven Northeastern stales of s
(Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripiura,Assam and Meghalayval have greal
potential for growth through the SAGQ.

Ahmed argued that Bangladesh could exploit the
opportunities in a number of sectors inclading agro-
based industry, tourism, and forestry.

Bangladesh, which has a large pupui ition, can
be a major market for low-valued bulky producisof

>ee page 11 col |
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Prices spiral
as Ramadan
begins

By Staff Correspondent

Continued high prices of
essentials In the last one month
indicate that consumers would
l[ace a costlier market during the
month of Ramadan beginning
today.

Prices ol some essentlals
sharply increased In the Jast two
days while high prices of a num
ber of Items remained almost
unchanged.

Customers in the city markets
vesterday alleged that traders
increased the prices withoul any
valid reason on the eve ol the
Ramadan. There was heavy rish
Of buyers in the markets.,

During a visid to the markels
vesterday, It was ound that
prices of rice, most of the Truits,
murl {puffed  rlee), hrimal
tamate, oewly harvested potaeto,
green bl and meat showed a
mpma.rd trend  and  high

onjon, figh, gram and
some  vegelables remained

unchanged.
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Sueculent fruits like watermelon, pineapple and jackfruit that are popular Iftar items are already on
the city markets . Fruit vendors in the city's Baitul Mukarram are asking 250 taka each for these
watermelons and 300 taka each for jackiruts.
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