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begins
tomorrow

The holy month of Ramadan
begins lomorrow as report ol

E f_." moon-sighting was not recelved

from anvwhere in Bangladesh
yeﬁlﬂ‘cm;v evening, according to a
press release of the Islamic Foun-
dation last night, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meetling of the Natonal Moon-
sighting Committee at the Islamic
Foundation yesterday with Stale
Minister for Religious Affairs
Moulana Nurul Islam in the chair.

The press release said the holy
Shab-e-Qadr will be observed on
December 23 (Saturday).
~ AFP from Nicosia adds: The
month of Ramadan starts today
in eight Arab countries and in
Iran tomorrow, the religious
authorities in those countries
said on Saturday.

Saudi Arabia set Monday as
the first day of Ramadan, lollowed
by the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain. Qatar and HRKuwalt,
Egvpt. Jordan and Tunisia.
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| Azan | Jamaat
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Source: Islamic Foundation

Mummy murder in N'ganj

& sister to die

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Nov 26: The District and Ses-
slons Judge of Narayanganj today awarded death
penalty to the husband. mother- in-law and sister-
in-law of Mahmuda Sultana Mummy, 19, for stran-
gulating her for dowry.

Judge Abdul Mukith Majumder pronounced the
verdict in the sensational murder case under the
Prevention of Women and Children Repression Act,
1995 at a packed courtroom.

The young housewile was expecting when she was
Killed.

A large crowd assembled at the court and
thronged its premises and roads leading to it to hear
the 37page judgement. It rev jfewed the FIR, charge
sheet and evidence given by 21 witnesses on the
murder of Mummy, found strangulated at her
father-in-law’s house here on October 30, 1999.

Shikder, mother-in-law Monowara Begum, sister-
in-law Rokhsana Akhter Runa, brother-in-laws Abu
Bakar Siddique and Abu Zafar on charges of mur-
dering her.

They claimed Innocence saying that Mummy had
hanged herself.

Police submitted charge sheet on November 24,
1999 against three of the six -- the husband,
mother-In-law and sister- in-law. Monowara Begum
and Rokhsana Akhter Runa were granted bail by the
High Court in March this year.

The charge was framed against the accused on
March 8 this year, accusing them of torturing and
killing Mummy fordowry.

Ripon initially gave a confessional statement,
admitting that he had killed Mummy. But he wanted
to withdraw it during trial on November 6. The judge
however rejected it, saying that it was not tenable at
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Bercaved relatives ([ ) nf the victims of Narsingdi garment factory fire
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Police arrested six people her husband Abul
Kalam Azad Ripon,

father-in-law

Abdul ' Aziz

The main accused in the Mummy murder case Abul Kalam Azad alias Ripon (extreme L), his mother
| 1m1dd1eland sister (3rd from L) being brought out of the District and Sessions Judge’s Court after the

verdict was read out yesterday.

Rullng party cashlng on
Ershad's misery

Ruling Awami League is work-
ing out strategies to cash in on
the latest developments on the
opposition front and take a clear
public stance towards a convicted
Ershad and his faction of Jallya
Party to restore its anti-autocracy
image.

Sources said in sharp contrast
to its earlier affair with Ershad’s
JP. Awami League Is now busy 1o
show its maximum distance with
the former military diclator
whose political career now hangs

mourn his death.
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Mainul Islam,
Chairman &
Managing
Director of
Quasem Group
of Industries &
Honourary
Consul of Austria
in Bangladésh
died of heart
failure yester-
day at 10.40

A.M. in his office Chamber. (Innalillahe
wa innailaihe........). He was 55. He left
behind his wife, two sons & two daugh-
ters, two brothers & four sisters to

His namaj-e janaza will be held at Baitul
Mokarram Mosque after Asar prayer. He will
be burried at Banani graveyard.

garay to Almighty Allah for etarnal
the departed soul.

All Officers, Staff & Workers of
Quasem Group of Industries
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Ershad's politics

The beginning
of an end !
By Nazmul Ashraf

Jailed on conviction in a cor-
ruption case, deposed president
H M Ershad stands to lose his
membership both in parliament
and in the Jatiya Party he heads,
A C( UT‘f“I"l_L{ 1O |i:‘ﬂ,:1] experts.

Should Ershad meet such a
destiny, political career of the
lormer military dictator will be
reduced 1o zero, observers
believe,

The conviction also bars
Ershad from contesting the next
general election, putting gn end
to his ambitious dream ol an
electoral alliance with BNP and
lwo other opposition parties and
lorming a coalition government.

According to article 66(2) of the
Constitution, a person who has
been sentenced 10 mprisonment
lor a minimuwm period of two years
on convictioh lor a coriminal
ollence involving moral turpitude
will be disqualifled as a member

ol parliament. Such a person will
also be disqualitied for being an

| MP HIJItHHIHtk(d]‘wllﬂtti’lp%{ﬂ
: See page 11 col 7
--Star photo Pag
|

i |
| | 1-
et !
B *i
|
1

&
)
By Reaz Ahmad |
|
in balance. of parliamentary seats in the [ ,
The ALtop brassis nowconsid- 1996 general elections, AL was | !
ering strategies to gain maximum  still short of a single majority (o ‘ $
political dividend out of Ershad's form government. Therelore, \ ".
ill fate. Traditionally, AL has been  Sheikh Hasina had to seek sup- |
a strong contender inmany of the port from Ershad, who was | i1 5 {L
parliamentary seats where behindthe bar. 5
Ershad and his party reigned all Eventually, Ershad was sel | Shaheed Mlon
through. free through legal process amid
If the AL can convinee its sup- widespread public criticism | Da tOda
porters that the present govern- about somewhat lacklustre pur y y
ment played a vital role in pursu- . suance of cases by the govern ' Shaheed Dr Milon Day will be
Ing cases against Ershad, it could mentattorneys at that time. observed across the countrv
well draw in its favour voters who But the honeymoon between | making his 10th death anniver-
have reservations against the the two parties did not long last, | sary today, reports UNB.
[allen autocrat. believe some as Erohad's trusted party com- Dr Shamsul Alam Khan Milon.
leaders. rade Anwar Hossain Manju jolnt secretary general ol Bangla-

Keeping this In mind, Awami
League contemplates going for a
vigorous programme on Decem-
ber 6, the day Ershad stepped
down 10 years ago.

Unlike in the past few years, AL
this time plans to mark the anni-
versary of the fall of autocracy ina
grand way hoping that peoples’
perception about AL'S stance on
Ershad would change lor the
good.
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government,
terms with

brought his

deserted him splitting the party
into two factions.
Manju, who was inducted inlo
Hasina's cabinet apparently by
dint of Ershad's support to AL
was
Ershad
months prior to the formal rill.
Ershad joining hands with his ]
former foe BNP chief Khaleda Zia |
on November 30 last year finally |
sweet-and-sour I
rr:ln'l lonship with AL to an end. |
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| desh Medical Assoclation, was
| shot dead by unidentified miscre-

| ants during the movement
| against aulocrat Ershad on
: November 27. 1990 on the Dhaka
| Linlversity campus.

'resident Shahabuddin
\vhimed and Prime Minister
Shelkh Hasina yesterday issued
separale messages paying rich
irithites 1o Dr Milon.

In a message, President
Shahabuddin Ahhmed has called
See pag l 1 col 7

not in good
for several |

esh raids: Jamaat-Shibir
men in Ctg go into hiding

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Nov 26: Frantic bid to stage a
comeback by the Jamaat-Shibir axis in Chittagong
politics has almost flopped as most of its actlvists
again went into hiding in the face of fresh crackdown
by police, political circles and other sources said.

Police launched fresh ralds in Jamaat-Shibir
dominated areas of the city after a three-day long
Talsir Mahfil organised -’m Jamaal backed Islami
>amaj Kallyan Parishad recently.

Jamaat-Shibir politics faces an 'undeclared ban'
in Chittagong lollowing the Bahaddarbal ineldent
that left elght people, Including six BCL activists
Killed, political elrcles said.

Jamaat-Shibir aclivists were blamed for
Bahaddarhat carnage that triggered an outrage and
a demand for banning thelr politics,

ButJamaat-Shibir denied the charge.

Alter the Incident, they failed to hold rallies in
front of Jame Mosque, a traditional place lor
Jamaat-Shibir In arganising meeting, sources said.

Allempts of holding such rallles In front of this
mosque were folled recently by police. One ol the
altempt to bring out  a procession In support of
Talsir Mahfil turned into a violent elash with police
that left about 100 people, Including 20 policemen

' -
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Jamaal-Shibir during Talsir Mahlil programme.,

injured on November 10 In front of the Jam-e-
Mosque.

Jamaal reportedly took a strategy lor a showdown
through holding Tafsir Mahlil by Its central leader
Delwar Hossain Saldi to stage a comeback In
Chittagong politics.

The ban on hdlding of Talsir Mahfil for live days
from November 13 at Parade Ground and then
allowing it at Outer Stadium for three days Irom
November 17, created a set back for Jamaat-Shibir,
political sources sald.

Pollee kept a heavy surveillance on the activists of
As
a result, the Talsir Mahiil could not draw expected
number of Jamaal-Shibir supporters, sources sald.

Pollee sources said after Talsir programme, fresh
ralds were macdle In the city and hunt was on for the
killers involved in Bahaddarhat carnage.

“We will continue to keep pressure on Jamaat
Shibir unul and unless the killers were handed over

Lo us,” police sources added.
Talking to this correspondent. Convenor ol
Chittagong unit of Opposition  Alllance  Mir

Mohammac Nasir Uddin said "we hope that Jamaat-
Shibir would stage a comeback in politics shortly.”

identification at a hospital (M), and police (R)diginto the debris on the factory premises yesterday.
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wail for their lost ones, bodies of the victims being tagged for
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Death toll 48: Most killed
in suffocation, stampede

By Staff Correspondent

The death toll in the [ire at a
garment {actory in Narsingdi rose
lo 48 yesterday while more than
100 Injured employees were
admitted to dillerent hospitals.

Narsingdi police, however, said
last night that number of employ-
ees killed in the incident of fire

ing through the main staircase
that leads to emergency exil.

Our correspondent quoting
firefighters reported that the
collapsible gate to the main staj
on the first fl« O l—@

A
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from inside, preventing the we

Narsingdi tragedg;

hailing from Kararchar, Gajaria
Patwarpar, Kamargaon and
Charnagardi villages ol
Narsingdi, sources said.

case

ers from makingexil.
has risen to 38 yesterday and Ihag The lire, believed to have origi A large number of workers died
ror 1 \ 2 ~rs " BYy & c b - .
they handed over bodies of 35 nated from an electric short cis of suffocation while some others

victims to the relatives

until  cuit on the third floor at about 7 4
\.(Httl’{lﬂ evening alter

; , lost their lives in stampede
aAulopsy p.-Im. on .m.lnrrtfﬂ_ enculled a il teving 1
l]llllli)f'l' of .
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Hospital yesterday, sources said {loor ol the lactary at the: time ol Finall e T~
- v - + - Aty iireiniers wil
Mast of the 48 victims died of the incident A dhick TH1IITE Oy ' .ILJ A L_TI o T I J
sulfocatiecn and In slampede sinioke engulfed (he nmaltes ', |
. . T Lhi gate L e
whiille some others died while inside the bulilding - Rt & . '
- : . r I res e -ad b
jumping from the building. Fou AS S00In as L st : |
of the victims were roasted alive, spread among L . " ; 4 ; : =
A1 COVTTE : . . - il f . E IMET, SEVETDN 1IN =
our correspondent reports workers mostly fron
Sources also said thal most ol ind third [loo: ESP1 Le ETETECOveral IvorTH '
e e 11

| { 1 i i1 |
Il’]l" VICLIINS arc LECTIA L j* 1 - 11 AUEC) L0 2L OUL Ll g1

Falu, Lokman may be removed

for instigating conflicts

By Staff Correspondent

| o 2

| BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia is likely to remove  Khaleda did not take any action. As a resull. Falu

_l two of her close and Inlluential aides lor .‘1::"';1‘{‘]]‘- evendared to musl ehave with her lan Uy members

| instigating intra-party conflicts. Falu have long been inlluencing the leadership ol

! Reliable sources said the two aides Mosaddek Alj BNP. Juba Dal. JCD and other front organisation. It

,! Falu and Lokman Hossain Bhulyan-- have hu ome became very diflicult lor ?11 party 1 g

| 'very powerful’ within the party by taking advan post or position 'k'|!].m it the blessing of Falu,” a

| of closeness with the party chief. party leader said seeKing nymin

| [he two men's excesses crealed serious resent Many senior BNP leaders allege that they could

]. ment among the rank and lile of BNP and its diiler not discuss party matters ireely and frankly due t

| ent front organisations. Their recent move to make interference from Falu. They even suspect thal Faha
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu and Shahabuddin Ahmed works as an ‘agent’ of those in power and ‘supplies

{ Laltu president and general secretary of the party’'s  important party decisions and other inlormal

| student wing JJCD angered majority ol party men Lthem |

A\lthough most ol the leaders and activists of BNP Falu. who has a verv poor academic background

l| and its Iront organisations consider the two as mosit ttll..'ti_‘.'ﬂ p:r!z rred to bring norn student InNcompeieni

i iroublesome persons' in the party, the sources said people and cadres in the leadership ol JCD and
they continued to make undue interference in all similar people in that of other {ront organisations

} Ihn't_‘f aclivities in the absence of anv action from Pintuis one ol the recruits of Falu

| Khaleda Zia Sources said Khaleda has now bécome concerned

: Party sources sald the party t]htil'}‘n'll'hull IS NOW over the activities of Falu as various national dailies

| convinced unless the two aldes are removed, their in the last few days carried a series ol reporis on s
excesses would tarnish her immage as well as that ol [inancial cormuption. involvement in instigating
Lthe party. groupings and lhunding party cadres (o creale rou

The two persons have long been instigating unto ble in BNF and its Iront organisations.

| ward incidents within the party, dishonouring party A senior BNP leader told this correspondent yes
leaders and trving to establish supremacy over the terday that the party Chairman finally leit that Falu
Standing Committee members, MPs and other ind Lokman should no longer continue as her aides
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leaders. They have also amassed huge wealth over  but she wants them (o resign voluntarily. Falu 1S
Lhe years by n-u:wtlu image ol Khaleda Zia her private secrelary while Lokman Is chiefl of her
They were 'so powerful' that none in the party private security force. known as CSF (Chalrper-

son's Security Force).

Some parly sources said Khaleda Zia has appar-
ently given a green signal to the party men tocreate
11 col 8

could dare to make any complaint against them to
the party chairperson, the sources mentioned.
In many cases, lop leaders drew atiention of the

party chief about undue interference [rom Falu but oC€ page

e ———— e e ——

e —————

RASPIT DATA MANAGEMENT AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LTD.

House # 55A, Road # 4A, Dhanmondi, Dhaka.
PROFOUND GRATITUDE

The Management & Staffs of Raspit Data Management and
Telecommunications Ltd. express their profound gratitude to the Almighty
for successful subscription in the IPO. The Company take the greal
pleasure to announce that the application for Shares has been over
subscribed by more than TK. 10.56 crore against Public Offering to Taka
.00 crore.

The Management expressess their deep gratitude to the valued investors
for their overwhelming support & confidence responded in the Company.
The Management also gratefully acknowledges the co-operation extended
and services rendered by Securities and Exchange Commission (SES).
Dhaka Stock Exchange Ltd.(DSE), Chittagong Stock Exchange
Ltd.(CSE), Underwriters, Bankers to the Issue, Manager to the Issue &
Post Issue Manager.,
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