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by A. H. Monjurul Kabir

however unfortunate or
artificial it might be. The

A 'THE debate is nothing new,

~ Issue whether the Parliament of

Bangladesh (House of the Nation)

~ Is sovereign has recently been

stirred up again. Many ministers

by the authority of this constitu-
tion,

(2) This Constitution Is, as the
solemn expression of the will of
the people, the supreme law of the
republic, and If any other law Is
Inconsistent with this constitu-

structure of the judiclary under
the original constitution. The
court declared this amendment
ultra vires the Constitution and
void as the parliament lacked the
compelence (o amend the basic
structure of the constitution.

the power of the courts. Any law
enacted by Parllament and
assented by the Crown becomes
the law of the land and can not be
altered or challenged by the Brit-
ish courts. That Is not the case In

adesh. A combined reading

other judicial acts and proceed-
ings of subordinate courts or
tribunals under Article 102, The
purpose of such empowerment 1s
to maintain required checks and
balances between the govern-
ment organs. The court exercised

tion is very particular about the
independence of the judiclary. In
article 22, the constitution
expresses that "the state shall
ensure the separation of the
judiciary from the execullve
organs of the state”. Article 94 (4)

From Law Desk ...

Declaration on Elimination
of Torture in Asia

HE following Is the declaration on elimination of torture in Asia

by participants at the seminar organized by the Religious

Groups for Human Rights - of a Programme of Asfan Human
Rights Commission.

arian of articles 7. 26 and 108 of the such power In a number of cases  categorically states that "...the 1. Twenty-five participants from ten Aslan countries gathered In
e o A LIRS TRt itk ectig including the Chief Jusiice and the other | Bangkok from 5-10 November 2000 to discuss the UN Convention
‘Prime Minister. Suranjit Sen estent Eal' Sh historic 8th judges shall be independent in against il‘nrturt: and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
A Gupta claimed that the legisla- [nconsistenc Amendment theexercise of their judicial func- | or Punishment. The participants unanimously agreed that through-
ture is soverelgn. In a surprising beﬁ,u:ds ¥ Case, tions." Article 112 specifies that Fut ﬁ_ala acts of torture and degrading punishiment are highly preva-
bid to establish parliamentary ‘ LHNE e i g 2 2 Attempt to All authorities, execulive and ent dnd pose a threat Lo the human rights of the people of Asla. So
control over judiclary, Mr Guplh a1 - Bl ﬂw'f sy Tt % O pe = P ’ judicial, in the Republic shall act long as law enforcement authorities continue to practice torture,
. demanded the rclntr;adu;:ﬂnn of making ro il " et 28 Make Judi- inaidof the Supreme Court.” The people will perceive them not as guardians of the law but as violators
the provision of the original con- the ent, - ciary Sub- parliamentarians will have to of human rights. Asian communities living under the threat of such
stitution, which allows removal of b P e st remove these crystal-clear dic- | #raveviolations need Lo take a more active part in influencing the law
dges for misconduct by two- be exercised servien tates of the framers from the | enforcement authorities of their countries to alter methods of erimi-
{;‘m_m ority votes in the parlia- within deflined Taking the  ,nstitution before they should nal investigation and other dealings with the members of their com-
ment. 11{-.': lgmnakers from the constitutiona(: advlantage of oreate any such confusion. It | Munities.
“ruling party also asserted that the ErIpCE parliamentary ..t be remembered that any 2. Violatlons of all human rights whether civil and political or
judiciary is not Independent of anything Iimmunl lg attempt by the executives or the rconf::mlr. soclal and cultural begin with the use of torture and
parhnmenl, The debate Is unfor- that will not @L‘: ministers arll lawmakers to tame the judiciary degrading treatment or punishment. Promotion and protection of all
tibate as the clalms and asser- 9““31““““,;}; el MPs Dbitterly ¢ making it subservient to the humfiﬂ rights therefore requires the prevention of torture and
tions are clearly devoid of sub- validity. N | criticised the other, Is unconstitutional and dEL;rdFling punishment. This is especially the case regarding the
stance and against the spirit and parliament can _ role and perfor- 1 arefore llegal as long as we rights of women. The protection of their rights requires the elimina-
ket ter of the constitution. It is not make any e mance of the ... our constitution remains in llu? of violence both In the public and private spheres.
rather aruficially created a con- AW AL GOt ER> Supreme (,oa 3. In conflict-ridden areas of Asia there is much talk about peace
1 vention with the Court. They - ¥ . and conflict resolution, however such objectives are unachlevable
troversy to confuse the minds of st f the d ded th Maintaining a Fine
the ordinary public. PRRNIPMATAS o emande e without the elimination of torture and inhuman punishment. Many
-l : constitution. power to Balance violent conllicts in Asia have begun due to extreme use of torture and
A Parliament with Article 26(2) remove a judge Maintaining a fine balance | degrading treatment or punishment on sections of the population,
Limited Lawmaking lltmltﬁé Th mehl hh?]l Sffc; between the three organs of the [}ﬂf’ilFLlli‘irr]}'.lI[Xf - “.“" young. Acts of torture and inhuman punish-
Competence 26(2) - or Nis alicg state e.g.. the executive, the ment rim ur.ldt}]}.l.".l‘-t‘ rise to extra-judicial killings. Study of extra-
Pe state shall not misconduct. AT B g judicl o Judicial killings and disappearances in Asia reveals that such atroci-
dtsTc l?lupgneul:“; of Ban el:?s make a?}r lat\: SU*'i'(h ?;'5“'*‘-‘ dliﬂ Crtclal i THE: it gargf o | Hesare F!t‘grliv rooted in hardened practices of torture and inhuman
Ul nsutution, <o inconsisten make the judi- - treatment by law enforcement agencies.
only limited law making compe-  with any provi- s S e NGO clary SUbf)Tf“' democracy. The Constitution of 4. We, the part lrl;lnts ;‘1:"th'i[ :«]ﬂl;:}ndr note that the widespread
tence on Parliament. Unlike the sjon of this part, } ~ %) nate to parlia- Bangladesh proclaims its own ' ;
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- : : - : : : - judicial accountability. There s

“perod from - [Oing in the first  geting, planfing (of which there is The judicial system is inequita- ~ confinns laws and changes 1o = YL g e

3 }nélﬁhce court 1o decision by the  very little anyway) and lechnical  ble as it widens the gulf between them is not ~always prompuly rate of disposal. In the Subordl-  an urgent need also to improve
appellate court may extend to assistance are the responsibility the wealthy litigant, who can cope published. nate Courts, the numbler of new access o justice. This can be
something like 15to 20 years. Nor  of Ministry of Law. The highest  with the system, and the poor or The Civil justice system Iis filings has not always increased done, among other things, by

British Parliament, the Bangla-

and any law so

The ent of cah is not vcrelgn

ment based on

suprernacy and all organs of the

use of torture poses the greatest threat to development of democratic
institutions In Asia. So long as the people perceive law enforcement

desh Parliament is created by. made shall, to > C : - blatantly wron tate have to discharge their | agencies as fe: g A .
| ; onstitution of Bangladesh testi dlatanty wrong  slate have 1o v agencles as fearsome places where violent persons exercise their
and operative under a written the extent of such inconsistency, A S“Pmm Court.w‘lfh fies that full judicial power have perception of parliamentary obligations accordingly. Each | power over civilians with impunity, no trust ean be bulit for coopera-
constitution. Parliament does not  be void. the Power Of Judicial been granted by it on the sovereignly Is, in any consider- organ derives its origin and | tion. Such fear exists everywhere in Asla. The use of law enforcement
any intrinsic law-making In Anwar Hossain Chﬂ“’dh“[}r Review Suprt'n‘lt' Judiclary as an inde- ation, dan;{ernua to the notion of aut_h()ru)r from the constitution agencies for I)ﬂ““{.'ﬂ] ends has aggravaled the situation. All aspects
power, which derives from the

constitution. As Article 7 pro-
claims:

7. (1) All powers In the Republic
belong to the people, and their
exercise on behall of the people
shall be effected onlv under, and

and Others vs. Bangladesh
(1989), popularly known as ‘the
8th Amendment Case’, the court
held that the amendment to
Article 100 establishing six per-
manent branches of the High
Court Division changed the basic

In a written constitutional
regime, the judiciary is the guard-
jan of the constitution. In Britain
where the constitution is unwrit-
ten, the theory of sovereignty of
parliament demonstrales itself in

pendent organ of the state. It has
power to declare a law passed by
the legislature inconsistent with
the constitution or fundamental
rights ultra vires. It has also been
conferred with the power of judi-
cial review of executive acts and

democracy and the rule of law. It
is aimed at destroying the inde-
pendence of judiciary and
thereby trying to make the judi-
clary subordinate to the execu-
tive. In essence, thelr desire is
anu constitution as the constitu-

and has to act within respective
constitutional constraint. Any
negation of the institutional
check and balance principle will
geoparadise the state of constitu-
tional governance in Bangladesh.

Problems of Our Civil Justice System

by A K Roy

angladesh's civil justice
system sulfers from sev-
eral drawbacks and con-
straint; (i) It is subject to exces-
sive delays. On average, a civil
matter takes about 5 vears from
liling to decision in a District
Court. In some cases, the tolal

is it unusual for a case to take
about 3 years from filing to set-
ting down (for a first hearing) (ii)
Court management system is
insufficient and lacks account-
ability for case management and
backlog and case tracking system
does not exist (iii) There is exces-
sive judicial passivity in manag-

ing cases and excessive control of

capacity to plan and manage its
own alfairs. There Is no system of

national administration adminis-
tration of the judicial judicial
branch. Elements of a basic
administrative system exist, but
these are dispersed throughout
the governmental systemn, and
the structure itself needs to be
updated and modernized. Bud-

administrative officer who also
has some judicial [unctions, is
the Registrar of the Supreme
Court, but he does not serve as
the overall administrator of the
court system as such. At any rate,
the office that he heads iIs anti-
quated and rudimentary in orga-
nization, and there is no planning
function. The spen aufhority

form code of conduct for the
Jjudiciary as a whole: separate

sets of rules of statements of
principles are stipulated for the
superior and the "subordinate’
judiciary, suggesting different
standards for different judges.
There are no effective perfor-
mance standards for the judges
and their staffs,

other vulnerable litigant, who
cannot. Women are poorly repre-
sented both at the bar and on the
bench. Court-fees are too high for
poor litigants to afford. Very few of
them quality for exemption under
the law. A state-sponsored legal
ald system of sorts exists, but this
is rarely used, either because the
vulnerable litigant does not know

programmes are weak and In
need of additional resources.
There is no central source

through which the law can be
located and it can be ascertained
whether or not the law has been
changed, an, if so, how often and
to what extent. Ministry of Law’'s
own annotated laws are incom-
plete and badly out of date. The
official gazette which recards and

unable to cope with the rapidly
mounting case backlog. Figures
for total filings, dispositions and
pending cases available for the
years 1993 through 1998 dis-

l

petitions, the trends suggested by
them are very clear, particularly

insofar as they apply to civil jus-
tice. In the High Court Division,
despite valiant attempts to
increase the rate ol disposal, the
number of pending cases has
continued (o rise because the
number of filings has continued
to rise [aster than the rise in the

from one year to another, yet the
number of pending cases has
continued to increase because of
the courts' rather mixed record of
Increasing their rate of disposal.

quate logistic support including
typewriters, photocopy machines
and simple automation; expand-
ing and renovaling courtrooms:
judicial and non-judicial train
ing; improved terms and condi-
tions of service: and increased

improving legal aid and introduc-
ing measures to raise the level of
gender consciousness.

Reference: Justice Badrul
Haider Chowdhury, Cover Note

courts from 1993-1998

agement system; improved court
administration; providing ade-

Year-wise statistics of filing, disposal and pending cases in the subordinate

Sessions Judge currently on
deputation working in the Ministry
of Law and Parliamentary Afjairs.

Preventive Detention in India:

Constitutional Tyranny?

Working of the Constitution (NCRWC) has created a stir in Indian

politics. Many have questioned the motives of the Bharatlya
Janata Party Government in creating such a commission. Yet, there Is
no denying the fact that the Constitution of India has several flaws. The
preventive delention regime surely ranks among Its worst, and the
Commission perhaps provides the opportunity to repair that problem.

India Is one of the few countries in the world whose Constitution
allows for preventive detention during peacetime withoul safeguards
that elsewhere are understood (o be basic requirements for protecting
fundamental human rights. For example, the European Court of
Human Rights has long held that preventive detention, as contem-
plated in the Indlan Constitution, Is illegal under the European Con-
vention on Human Rights regardless of the safeguards embodied in the
law. South Asla Human Rights Documentation Centre (SAHRDC), in
its submission to the NCRWC In August 2000, recommended deleting
those provisions of the Constitution of India that explicitly permit
preventive detention.

Specifically, under Article 22, preventive detention may be imple-
mented ad infinitum -- whether n peacetime. non-emergency situa-
tions or otherwise,

The Constitution expressly allows an individual to be detained --
without charx_ic or trial -- for up to three months and denies delainees
the rights Lo legal representation. cross-examination, timely or peri-
odic review, access to the courts or compensation for unlawful arrest or

n. In short, preventve detention as enshrined under Article 22
strikes a devastating blow to personal liberties.

Italso runs afoul of International standards. Article 4 of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) -- which India has
ratified -ﬁdmiued‘?v permits derogation from guaranteeing certaln
personal liberties during a state of emergency. The Governiment, how-
ever, has not invoked this privilege, nor could it, as the current situa-

tion In India does not satisfy with standards set forth in Article 4,

If prevenitive detention is (o remain a part of Indla's Constitution, it is

imperative that its use be confined to specified, limited circumstances

T1E establishment of the National Commission to Review the

and include adequale safeguards to protect the fundamental rights of
detainees.

Particular procedural protections are urgently needed (i) to reduce
detainees’ vulnerability to torture and discriminatory treatment; (1) to
prevent olficials’ misusing preventive detention to punish dissent from
Government or from majority practices; and (ili) to prevent overzealous
government prosecutors from subverting the criminal process. In
pursult of these goals, SAHRDC made the following recommendations
inits submission to the NCRWC:

First, Entry 3 of List Il of the Constitution of Indla, which allows
Parllament and state legislatures to pass preventive detention laws in
times of peace for "the maintenance of pugllc order or maintenance of
supply and services essential to the community,” should be deleted.
Assuming thal preventive detention could be justified in the interest of
national security as identified in Entry 9 of List I of the Constitution.
there s still no compelling reason (o allow this extraordinary measure
in the circumstances identified in Entry 3 of List 111

Second, lacking clear guldance from the Constitution, courts have
applied vague and toothless standards -- such as the subjective “satis-
faction” of the detalning authority test -- to govern the implementation
of preventive detention laws, If preventive detention is to remain In the
Constitution, constitutional provisions must Include well-defined
criteria specifying limited cireumstances in which preventive detention
powers may be exercised -- and these standards must be designed (o
allow meaningful Jjudicial review of officials’ actions.

Third, under Article 22(2) every arrested person must be produced
before a magistrate within 24 hours after arrest. However, Article
22(3)(b) excepts preventive detention detainees from Clause (2) and, as
a consequence, it should be repealed In the Interest of human rights. At
present, detainees held under preventive detention laws may be kept In
detention without any form of review for up to three months, an uncon-
sclonably long period In custody especially given the real threat of
torture. At the very least, the Government should finally bring Section
3 of the Forty-fourth Amendment Act, 1978 into effect, thereby reduc-
ing the permitled perfod of detention to two months. Though still a
violation of International human rights law, this step would at least

reduce the incidents of torture significantly.

Fourth, the Advisory Board review procedure prescribed by the
Constitution involves executive review of executive decision-making.
The absence of judicial Involvement violates detainees’ right to appear
before an "Independent and impartial tribunal”, In direct contravention
of iInternational human rights law including the ICCPR (Article 14(1))
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 10). The Con-
stitution must be amended to include clear criteria for officials to fol-
low, and subject compliance with those standards to judicial review.

Fifth. the Constitution provides that the detaining authority must
refer 1o the Advisory Board where detention is intended to continue
beyond three months. No provision exists for the consideration of a
detainee’s case by the Advisory Board more than once. Yet, periodic
review Is an Indispensable protection (o ensure that detention is
‘Strictly required” and fairly administered. Hence, the Constitution
should mandate periodic review of the conditions and terms ol deten-
tion.

Sixth, detainees must receive detalled and prompt information
aboul the grounds of thelr arrest. Currently, the detaining authority is
required only to communicate the grounds of detention to the detainee
‘as soon as may be” alter the arrest. Article 92) of the ICCPR provides
that "(a] nyone who Is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest,
ol the reasons for his arrest and shall be promptly Informed of any
charges against him.” Detalnees must be guaranteed a minimum
L}grlod in which the grounds are promptly communicated to them, and

given Information sufficient to perinit the detainee to challenge the
legality of his or her detention

In keeping with the overriding spirit of the Constitution and with
minimum standards of international human rights law, it Is essential
that the Constitutional reforms discussed above be adopted. The pro-
cess set In motion by establishing the NCRWC provides a unique
opportunity for such an important realignment of India's Constitution
with prevailing International human rights standards. The key will be
political willpower and the commitment to seeing justice done.
~Human Rights Features

of democratic life, such as free and fair elections, fair trial and the

litigants and their lawyers over delighted to him is minuscule. A the system very well or because | Year Classificationof case  Noof Filings No of Disposals No of Pendings |
mmmmmm By, anje fnanelal and stalistical _ he/she finds the state-appointed . | 3993 Civil 135,623 128,513 306,075 it id L2 N obs
et ianeriot®) T gl g oics  ioeres Yo ml he | Gomea 75,5 || Pt of et B devsopat s e by 1
Equipment and tools for judicial s most basic. The District judge approach. Certain NGOs offer | Total 186.937 177,290 379,524 U‘f; :nrture m{ t‘tja; ”?Etp“rm _?mt :1_ 'j_ ‘ Sl S e e
work are of the pre-World War I may or may not be suited for free legal aid as part of their ADR | 1994 Civil 171,497 135,146 320,112 o A _'P“-‘r_”ff{“” v "‘}‘é\,ﬁf PARRER T e i Vit s
type and even these are in short  administrative work by tempera-  work, of which there are many Criminal 27,101 21,846 74,225 1:1#-' 'w:t 'r(}lrrilrl‘:it?ﬁn 1?.1;;{ cr‘riw-«l Tht: urisdict m:E f;i:almm torture is
supply (iv) Also in short supply ment or ., and such work successful examples. There are Total 228,598 189,992 394,337 am??n? ) 11"1111 *'i‘rca dc:mtw[ ¢ (.'“OLIII"' s, but zri- extended IL:fo*Erwdjlx' How-
are printed forms required to be  inany case too much into judicial based largely upon traditional | 1995  Civil 157,750 139,698 331,418 i e ey e 4y et e et ST
usedlncasepnmﬁmg PRGSO« Yme, community structures for dis- Criminal 99,201 45,751 85,310 rf‘ﬂﬁ-lmﬁ of international ‘l.awwn this matter. Often local courts in the
L‘;‘fﬁgﬁ%swhﬁgﬁﬂﬁi “_;5 Jt.ltdicla] system Is per- pute settiement in localitles | Total 212,951 185,445 416,739 region seem to take a less serious approach and thereby condone the
time consuming and which adds ﬁ; a;:;tﬁilgugﬁﬂg E(]i.laa]itf&}‘t:lzli‘ihsthc iglcr?eiclimr? - 1996 Civil 127,531 108,385 341,433 wide practice of torture and other inhuman treatment. A Ljhang.e of
to delay in case processing (vii) for judicial appomtﬁlenlﬁ e not* “the Enderprhdlegeiftcu good EH;? Criminal 60,723 49.604 77,2863 a-iplmmjrl? _m Hlt’_l'a:__‘h(‘i3|1{‘i_"fllllt'lb. {n kF‘t‘plE}:{ mrihlir:irn?:'lt]?‘tédl lau[pn
Because of absence of court generally screened through a These can be built upon to advan- Total 188,234 157,989 418,706 S L R N:F{ et el i h ‘l'ff_f' : ﬁrac J$
supervised or private alternative wide and open consultative pro-  tage. 1997*  Civil 143,496 112,384 347,584 ettt oo il bl B i b et
dispute resolution mechanisms.  cess involving other judges and The judicial system iIs incom- Criminal 64,720 97,924 82,226 l::rtEr;lztu?[lﬁ;lﬁxt:ifn}: lu,ain}zjdir‘l al ﬂl-t:r;uit-m'lt';.' by wm'*n!' social criti-
protracted, discontinuous and  senior members of the bar or civil  prehensible as it denies the liti- Total 208,216 170,308 429,810 e t_‘..\,\,h;n;,-ﬂ ERLariE R L S | N N
!l'ragnche onimglj full trial rems_:.}ln; 45  soclely representatives. gating public access to informa- 1998 Civil 138,521 110,294 347,325 “ﬁ ‘(-xml'”‘]'mm;r' leaders. community organizations and public
spend é‘m‘:tﬂsh'e hh;e{;]ﬂ;&;hﬁf lmpclachable judicial conduct tion and induces a fear of the | Criminal 60,023 02,812 76,315 opinion makers have a paramount role in the formation of social
trative work at the expense of rlaarl;-;eli bl,;:l:;j D‘]DE]IESFI:_;I;EI;J. unkno':t'm ok t}:em. mﬁidm]t 3; L SRS, e, o - i s i o R e RN B B — policy to eliminate torture in criminal investigation and al'] other
judicial work (ix) Gender aware-  difficulties of invoking the rele- ﬁ{::'cl; nB{:"! ?ltapi lsj itnsanx:rar e:ég:s . . | djf’il]ll"liﬂhr ol _l‘;“‘_’" E‘l}!L}r::"t“ITtl(=I1tlt (su-:jclj: x:l_n[i:ni: wlg. ﬁ%ﬁlj‘ﬁfl‘]ﬂtﬂi{
ness is inadequate and needs 0  vant of ivoling:the  relevant e el st Again close as follows: . There is an urgent need to for the World Bank Project on ;tl(‘ﬁrlf 0 ln'u:} Ve num1 n t u] t_j‘n;n;d ‘il-1 of 1 : ‘;'[Et{u‘tt‘r‘ll_ﬂr(‘t‘ﬁ}&&;‘ll
much more widespread (x) Court disciplinary mechanisms, which gﬂmglea;f‘ the NGOs comblrle Xoir While these figures aggregate  promote the efliciency and pro- Legal and Judicial Capacity ’: f.t o 'f‘*“l-f"_‘f‘]“"“ _E‘”_”"ld : E‘*_“at T'i*}f-‘f\l % '” P Mloa CE Tl
infrastructure Is deficlent for its are dilatorv: naccessible and lcga] Bt ARt L i all manner ol cases f[ield and ductivity of the system. This can Building Project (1998). }‘lLt [‘H ita i:ti}l‘ T[].:J'L rthl_‘.ltuh.: '.lil:_[ ‘."\:.l::t \lII_ l'i}hl:*.s”t ::l:;il{’:};ﬁq th?lht.rﬁ pelh
proper functioning. non-transparent, and therefore programmes, but these heard, including civil suits, crimi- be done, among other things, T A e o DRt and .lill't an : t;_i ading nl u;”f: _. : the 3 “I. [*:il"yrre;n;*nl e
l The judicial system lacks the non-functional. There Is no uni- ' nal appeals and constitutional through modern caseload man- SIRELSISILET ADPIOAEES SIOVLIARS ST S : >

use the same methods for their own ends. Thus the age-old institu-
tional habits of torture and degrading punishment get further
entrenched. Under such circumstances the law enforcement author-
ities can become a threat to the continuity of democracy itsell, as
demonstrated by the recent experiences of several Aslan countries. A
change in attitudes ol community leaders, community organizations
and public opinion makers is essential if this grave abuse of human
rights is to be eliminaled.

7. Leaders of religious organizations and all who advocate the
promotion of basic human values need (o take a lar greater interest
in the elimination of torture than they have done in the past. Reli-
gious leaders and thelr organizations have not shown a great resis-
tance to the evil practice of torture and degrading treatment; there Is
not much in the record of their activities and statements to show that
they are actively resisting and morally condemning this practice. A
morallv tolerant attitude towards torture and degrading treatment
has serfous impact on the promotion of the human dignity of all
persons. This moral apathy against a widely practiced social evil
needs (o be negated. 8. Civil society organizations, NGOs and all
concerned persons need to demonstrate much greater will to elimi-
nate this social evil. An Asia-wide campalign for elimination of torture
needs to be undertaken and pursued with determination. So long as
such barbaric practices prevail within law enforcement agencies it
will not be possible for civil soctety organizations (o make a contribu-
tion Lo thelr societies. Ultimately the onus is on those advocates of
democracy and human rights to see that such practices are applied.
In order to create space for people's participation in the democratic
process, it is essential that activities to eliminate the practice of
torture be undertaken with greater vigour.

Open Discussion on Impunity
of Law Enforcing Agencies

Corruption, malpractice and abuse of law and procedure are
rampant in the rank and file of the police and related intelligence and
investigating agencies. Their members are involved in torture, rape,
death In custody, cruelty to women and children, harassment of
women and what not. Yet impunity for law enforcers the failure to
bring those responsible for gruesome crimes s endemic. A success-
ful prosecution to be brought against an alleged member of law
enforcing agency requires a combination of extraordinary eircum-
stances. Odhikar, a coalltion for human rights, in m-OJJu'ﬂuon with
Bangladesh Freedom Foundation will hold an open discussion on
Tmpunity of Law Enforcing Agencles' tomorrow on 27 November at 2
P.M. at CIRDAP Auditorium.




