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2003 Champions'
League final

in Moscow

MOSCOW, Nov 24: Moscow's

five-star Luzhniki stadium_ s to

host the 2003 Champions’
League final. Russian Football
Union  president  Vvachslav

Roloskov told the press here on
Thursday. reports AFFP.
Koloskov said that UEFA
President Lennart Johansson
had reached a verbal agreement
on the issue with Moscow major
Yury Luzhkov during Wednes
day's second group phase
match between Spartak and
English Premiership side Arse-
nal at the stadium.
* Spartak won 4-1 belore a
capacity 84,000 crowd at the
recently-renovated ground.

Prcmicrship prcvicw
Euro tumblers
shift focus

LONDON. Nov 24: Arsenal
and Leeds will both be look-ing
to bounce ba-ck from Champi-
ons League deteats when they
meet at Elland Road on Sun-
day. reports AFP

Arsenal were comtfortably
beaten 4-1 away to Spartak
Moscow and Leeds went down
2-0 at home 10 Real Madrid in
the first round of the second
phase earlier this week,

On Saturday by contrast the
only English side to record a
Champions League success this
week Manchester United will
look to follow their 3-1 suncecess
over Panathinaikos with a win
away to struggling Derby
County.

Struggling FA Cup holders
Chelsea will see what life has to
offer alter the departure of Tore
Andre Flo to Rangers when they
travel to Everton. who will have
been boosted by a much
needed three points last week-
end against Arsenal

In the relegation zone Mid-
dlesbrough manager Bryan
Robson will be under greater
presure if his team lose to bot-
tomm of the table Bradford in a
classic 'six-pointer

The one-time ‘Captain Mar-
vel. who has spent millions
constantly rebuilding the side,
has 1 his Middlesbrough
team their last seven
games and they have vet 10 win
at home this season

Arsene Wenger has told his
shell-shocked Arsenal stars to
get their act together quickly
before their black
develops into a full-blown
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he Spartak reverse was the
London club’s fourth defeat in
Six matches this month

Their only win in thar spell
which ' started witlr 'a  hi
Leasue' Cup defeat by Ipswich, |
was via a'Thierrv Henry }‘r«*nfu]t_~
at Middlesbrough

Second-placed Arsenal have
slipped five points behind Man
chester United in the Premier
ship race since being held to a

1I1§|'

goalless home draw by then-
i'wl'_rﬁlil club Derby two weeks
ago and Wenger was appalled
at the team's lack of fire in a 2- |
0 defeat at Everton last Satur-
dav only the second league
loss since the opening day of
”l.t‘ SCASOI)
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Real Madrid President Florentino Perez (C) is flanked by team captain Fernando Hierro (RR)
and coach Vincente del Bosque after a press conference in Tokyo yesterday. Real are in the
Japanese capital to play in the Intercontinental Cup against Boca Juniors of Argentina.

Intercontinental Cup
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Real up for the challenge

TOKYO, Nov 24
Jetlag, delays and
a busy week have
not dampened rei-
gning  European
champions Real

Madrd Spains hopes ol
beating Argentina's Boca Jurn-
lors to it the Intercontinental
Cup 1n Tokvo next Tuesday
reports AFP

We have a lot of information
abont Boca Juniors and their
plavers. European clubs have
won this Cup for five years
runnmg and we will do our best
10 niake it a sixth mm a row
sald  a  tred-looking coach

\'t. ente I_!r'! I"i‘li‘ﬁill.rl

Real Madrid  overpowered
English Premiership club Leeds
-0 in a Champions League
Group D match at Elland Road
on Wednesdav and flew to To-
kvo only to spend an hour
snarled i Tokvo's notorious
trall el route (o
their hoiel

Boca Jumors
bring back the

[ u!]_:_:*'hllfnl

deternmmined to
Cup to South

America, arrived on Wednesday
and went through a rigorous
practice  session  Friday  in
preparation for the game at the
National Stadium

European clubs have waon
the previous live straight Inter-

continental Cups. held between
Libertadores Cup champions
and UEFA Champions League

winners -- effectively a world
club championship final.

e three-time South Ameri-
can champions Boca Juniors

won the Intercontinental Cup in

1978, and missed the chance (o
defend [t the following year as
the final was scrapped

Real Madrid have won the

title twice -- in 1960 and 1998 -
out of eight appearances

It is verv important for us to
take part in this match. Dbe-
cause we have some SO million
(ans all over the world. We have
won the title twice and now we
are seeking the third one.” said
Real Madrid president Floren-
(ino Perez

'he
member

star-studded 24 -
Real Madrid squad

consists of 13 Spanish interna:
tionals, three Brazilian interna-

tionals., and one each  from
Coormany.  England.  Portugal.
France, Argentina and Camer-
(3l

Boca Juniors have only six
internationals  from Argentina,
one from Peru. and three from
Colombia, including one ol the
best goalkeepers on the conli-

nent, Oscar Edunardo Cordoba.

"All our plavers came here
having determined to win the
Cup. | really want to win the
mateh." said captain Fernando
Ruiz Hierro,

Juniors have a lot ol
plavers, We will have 1o
a very high level to tight
and I'm very glad
weainst such a pood

IHoca
good|
Prlay al
against them.
[y il!.l‘-,, i
Lean

We will playv our 100
percent in 90 minutes to win
our third title. Martin Palerio
IS the most dangerous striken
A he alwavs scores, We sihiall

L o ; i
check hum very strictly,” added
]“t‘ll!l
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EUROPEAN FOOTBALL PREVIEW

PARIS. Nov 24: Three of the
current leaders of Europe's
leading mainland leagues worn
their respective European coin-
petition matches this week bul

the hard work starts all over
agaimn this weekend when they
return to their domestic league

action, reports AFP

Both Spanish frontrunners
Deportivo La Coruna and
French leaders Bordeaux exe-

Arsenal played far better in
Moscow only for their once fa-
mously-mean defence to ship
;1E1ellh that E\LF“II;:I‘F described as

stupid - not at all like the
senal we used to know

And. at the moment Gun-
ners' 35 million pounds \
(o2 Hmillion dollars) strike |
qud«dariet cannot seem (o r'"H'IJj
buy goals. Hapless Nigerian ace |
Kanu. desperately out of touch

in Moscow, 1S a prime
with just one all season

Wenger admits: "We are go-
ing through a verv diflicult pe-

riod and have got to find the
mental strength to come back
agair.

It is clear there are flaws in

which have to be rec
v but 1 still believe
true  lormn
the next

Our game
tified quick
we will show our
against  Leeds in
matcly

Martin Reown
insists: "We've had setbacks
like this before at the club and
we've bounced back

Coentre back

Leeds, who hope to have
completed the signing of West
Ham centre-back Rio Ferdinand
for 18million pounds (27million
dollars) - a world record price
for a defender - have premier-
ship probleins of their own.

They are currently in 11th
place, i]rl\lltL won five out of 1.

matches and like Chelsea lasli
season their domestic [Orn
appears to be sullering at tlhi

expense of their Champions

Leagie campaigii.

United will be without Eng-
land international goalkeeper
Nigel Martvn antil at least

Christams after he aggravated a
groin strain in training. Stand-
in Paul Robinson has been
performing so well, however,
that Martyn's absence will not
be the problem it could have
been.

Leeds’ Norweglan interna-
tional idfielder Eirik Bakke
shiould be available after miss-
ing the Real game with a call
injury. Talented Australia
striker Harry Kewell is set to
stay on the sidelines after sus-
taining a thigh strain following
an Achillles operation.

FIXTURES (kick-off
1500GMT unless stated):

Saturday: Charlton v Sun-
derland, Coventry v Aston Vill.,
Derby v Manchester United,
Everton v Chelsea, Manchester
City v Ipswich. Middlesbrough v
Bradford. Southampton v Wesl
Hamn, Tottenham v Leicester

example |
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. Lina

cuted convincing wins - 3-1
over Paris Saint Germmain and
Werder Bremen in the Champi-

ons League and UEFA Cup
respeclively - face fairly tough
tasks this weekend

Deportivo host the Galician

derby with seventh placed Celta
Vigo. who got an impressive ()-0
draw awy in the icy climes ol
Donetsk in the UEFA Cup
while Bordeaux - unbeaten
since September - take on then
predecessors as leaders. Sedan

Italian pacesetters AS Roma
who edged SV Hamburg 1-0 in
the UE F A Cup. face Fiorentina
with the added ingredient of
Argentine striker Gabriel Ba-
tistuta, who sat out the UEFA
Cup match. facing the side he
macde his name with until he
left in the summer. Bundesliga

leaders Baver Leverkusell. now
coached by former Germaii
boss Berti Vogis, were the odd

one out of
and only

the ]v;:gnt' leaders
salvaged a 4-4 home
draw withh AEK Athens in in-
jury-time so will be looking to
take out their frustration on

Kaiserslautern on Sunday

SERIE A

All Italian eyes
Batistuta who for the first time
lines up against the Florence
club where he became a living
legend.

That status is rapidly being
re-bestowed on Batistuta at his

will be

011

new home in Rome with Serie
A's Capocannoniere (leading
goalscorer) already plundering

eight goals In six appearances.

The 31-year-old Argentinian
has already been promised a
respectiul  reception by the
travelling Fiorentina fans who
idolised him. even erecting a
statue in his honour. as he
rewrote the club record books
with 152 Serie A goals and 16
more during a season in Serie
B.

How those fans will react if
Bati-gol scores in Roma's red-
and-yellow shirt remains to be
seen - but Florentina defender
Alessandro Plerind admits 1t will
bhe hard to shackle the Latin
American.

‘Since 1 am not allowed to
take a gun on the piteh 1 do not
know what the solutfon is.”
quipped Pierind,

Everything points to a goal
feast. and Roma's win over
Hamburg is a welcome addition
to a spell which has seen then
scare goals [reely - their tally of
19 is four better than next bhesy
Ldinese,

COn the
have

other hand Fioren-
been  scoring  and

conceding goals with alacrity
they have netted 14 times but
conceded 13 Onldy Napoh Trave

rl:1|_;'f‘i_|||! PMEa] ¢ ‘__u..||x

PRIMERA LIGA

Alter a positive assanlt on
the Champions League mid-
week. its back to the domesti
front for three of Spain's top
sides Deportivo La Coruna
Valencia and Real Madrid
Who, it seems, are st as keen
to hold the fort at home as they

are on their European forays
Deportivo's Dutch forward
Ron Makaayv scored Deportiva's
third goal in the PSG encounter
and. after hearing this week

PARIS. Nov 24
pean league fixtures this week-

Major Euro-

end

FRENCH FIRST

DIVISION

(1900 GMT kick-off unless
stated)

Saturday: Bastia v Marseille
(1615 GMT). lLille v Paris Saint
Germain, Lens v Monaco. Metz
v Toulouse, Rennes v Auxerre
I:n\-w v Guingamp. Strasbourg

v Lyvon

Sunday: Saint Etienne v
Nantes (1600 GMT), Sedan
Bordeaux (1945 GMT)

BUNDESLIGA

Friday: Schalke 04 v
Bochum

Saturday: SC

VIL

I*‘rrilmrg v

Bayern Municl, Borussia
Dortmiund v VIL Wolfsburg,
Energic Cottbus v Cologne,
Eintracht Frankfurt v Hertha
Berlin, Hansa Rostock v SV
Hamburg

Sunday: 1860 Munich v
Unterhaching, Werder Bremen
v VIB Stuttgart. Baver Lever-

ailserslautern
SERIE A
Saturday(14:00 GMT unless

kusen v

stated): Atalanta v Lecce., AC
Milan v Napoli (19:30)
Sunday: Bari v Udinese, Ju-

ventus v Verona, Parina v Lazio,
Perugia v Bologna, Reggina v
BBrescia, Vicenza v Inter Milan.
AS Roma v Fiorentina (19:30)

PRIMERA LIGA

Sunday: Valladolid v Real
Sociledad, Valencia v Oviedo.
Malaga v Alaves. Athletic Bilbao
v Rayo Vallecano, Racing San-
tander v Espanyol. Deportivo La
Coruna v Celta Vigo., Barcelona
v Osasuna. Real Madrid v Real
Zaragoza. Real Mallorca v Vil-
larreal, Nnnnancia v Las Palmas

that a Spanish court ordered
his former cliub Tenerife to pay
him an outstanding 1.4 million
dollars, will be taking to the
il wath particular vigour,
Scecond-placed Valencia kepr

their unbeaten home  record
intact on Tuesday night when
they scored fwo unanswered

{L

goals 1o send the Anstrians ol
Stuarm Graz home pointless
L.ast VEar's Champions
LL.eagne lnalists welcome
Oviedo in what could prove a
realistic challenge to that un-
beaten howme record. the Atlan-
lic coastal outfit having pnt

lour goals past lowly Valladolid

last weekend

Meanwhile, Real Madrid
have the pleasure of hosting
Real Zaragoza, the team  who

blasted three goals past unsus-
pecting bitter rivals Barcelona
at home last week

Barcelona, perhaps  this
weelk. hhave a chance to applh
sonie sort ol dressing to thei
sores as they host basement

side Osasuna

Slttimg in ninth position, the
(Catalan outfit have a chance to
back on track in the league
Aller scoring a 2-0() victorv ovel
O1)

Lu-!

Belgian outfit Club Br: 1goe
Ihnn*«rl v right,

Reigning German champions

Sayvern  Munich, their confi-
dence shored up by Wednes-
day's 1-0 win over Lvon in the
Champions Lnn\p,n-‘_‘ lhope 1o
reignite their faltering domestic
challenge thus weekend with
three points at Freiburg

Despite the clouds of gloom
at Bavern they are stll only
three points adrift of leaders
Baver Leverkusen.

Bavern have lost their pasf
two league outings and last
weekend went down at home to
Eintracht Frankfurt for the tirst
time in 24 vears

coach Ottnar

desceribed  the
inst Lyvon as "an aw
because ol the pres-
and the nerves
result. said he

Bavern
Hitzleld,
mateh ag.
ful altair”
sure  involved
generated as a
hoped the fact the team had
collected a vital three points
apainst the French would have
a positive effect.

wlio

"We have to Keep on lmn-
proving and above all make
better nse ol our chances.”" he
told reporiers
"We did play
second hall and we

o1 thial

better 1 the
mist buoild

FRENCH FIRST

DIVISION

Paris Saint Germain will at-
tempt to put their season back

at Lille this weekend

alter a miserable month with-

out a win and a 3-1 home

drubbing by Deportivo  La

Coruna on Tuesday in  the
hampions League.

Meanwhile, the two clubs at
the top of the table, modest
scedan and a resurgent Bor-
deaux, clash on Sunday and
Marseille travel to Corsica to
lace Bastia alter an unsettling
week in which they failed to
find a new, high-profile coach.

on track
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richest back

LONDON, Nov 24: England
international Rio Ferdinand on
Friday  became the wor-ld's
most expensive defender after
Hnalising personal terms on an
I Bwilllion  pound (25, Limillion
dollar) transfer from West Ham
toLecds, reports AFP,

'erdinand. 22, will nndergo
a medical in Leeds on Saturday
belore being presented to the
Leeds Unifted fans belore Sun-
dav's  Premiership mateh al
Elland Road with Arsenal.

Leeds chalrman Peter
Ridsdale has confirmed Ferdi-
nand still has a few contractual
loose ends o tie up with West
Ham. one ol which Is believed
to be a goodbyve payment from

the London elab.

"The deal 1s done with the
one  remaining  aspect  being
tomorrow's medical.” sald
Ridsdale

"Personal termis have been
agreed and pleasingly, from our
perspective, we have landed a
plaver of Rio's calibre without
going outside onr existing wage
structure.”

Ferdinand. who had been at
the London clab for a decade, s
expected to be pald around
J0.000 pounds (42,000 dollars)

RIO FERDINAND

per week. lor the live-year ceal
with Leeds. making him one of
the highest-paid plavers at El-
land Road.

Ferdinand's Israeli agent
Pinhas Zahavi conlirmed:
"Talks have been completed

with Leeds and everything is
okav. There were no problems
011 either side.”

[he [ee shatters the previous
world best for a defender of
1 dmillion pounds (18. 1million
dollars) paid by Roma for Ar-
gentinian Walter Samuel. and
represents a British record after
the I Smillion pound
22 5million dollar) deals for
Alan Shearer and Jimmy Flovd
Hasselbaink. -

It had initially been  hoped
1hie deal would have been con-

claded in time to allow Ferdi-
tand to make his debut against
Arsenal. but he will take his
bow for the Yorkshire club at
Leicester on December 2.

Ferdinand will be eligible for
United's current Champions
League campaign from Febru-
ary, starting with the home
game against Anderlecht on
February 13,

Leeds were beaten 2-0 by
Real Madrid in their first sec-
ond-phase Champions League
match on Wednesday.

The capture of Ferdinand
takes David O'Leary's spending
as manager of Leeds in just
over two vears to 64.3million
pounds (90million dollars).

Indian gala
uncertain

NEW DELHI, Nov 24:
biggest  international
tournament. scheduled to be
held early mext vyear, may be
called off because of organisa-

India's
football

ional and sponsorship prob-
lems. sources said on Friday,
reports AFP. )

The 16-nation Millennium
Cup. featuring sides including
Urugnay, Chile. Japan and
South Africa. is due to be

played in Goa. Cochin and Cal-
cutta from January 10-25.

But a revolt within the All
India Football Federation
(AIFF), a lack of sponsors and
failure to secure television
rights, has made the tourna-
mernt a virtnal non-starter.

"The Millennium Cup is a
iillenmium flop. it will not take
place.” a senior Indian foothall
official.  who requested ano-
nymity. told AFP.

"The AIFF can't organise
domestic tournaments, how
does anyone expect it to put on
an international event of this
magnitude.”

Except for embattled AIFF
president Privaranjan Das
Munshi. no one in the countryv's
tootball fraternity is convinced
the tournament will take place.

"Asia, leave alone India.
would not have seen anything
like this." said Munshi, a mem-
ber of parliament from the Con-
gress party.

But he conceded the event-

management company, Studio
2100, hired to promote the
tournament, had been unable

to linalise sponsors or a televi-
sion deal.

With less than seven weeks
left until the scheduled Kick-olf,
there is no media campaign, No
mateh  schedule  been  an-
nounced,

There is also confusion over
which 16 nations are supposed
to be taking part. A total of 18
countries have been mentioned
as participants: Chile, Uruguay.
Colombia, Yugoslavia. Jamaica.

South Alrica, Camerooil.
Lizbekistan, Iraq. Japan, Qatar,
Trinidad, Bahrain, Jordan, New

Zealand, Hong Kong, Indonesia
and hosts India,

Patrick Klumvert (L),

Barcelona's

Duteh international striker, leaps above a Club Brugge

delender tu score during his side’s UEFA Cup third round first leg game at Brugge on

November 23,

UEFA Cup 3rd round st leg

— AFP photo

Victory at last for Barca

PARRIS Nov 24:
Atlime Spanish gi-
ANt~ Harcelona
cast o bit ol sun-
hghir  their weary
LANS Wiy on
Thursday  as 1they bead Previ-

ously wiibicaren Belgian leapgi

leaders Clih Srnigee 2400 awen
i thewr VEEFA o thard conmield
st leganately, reporis AFP
Winde Barca. who harld lost
their last rwo leapgne manchies
and been knocked out ol the
Champions League. could look
lorward optinustically to pur-
suing further the only Euro-
pean itrophy to have eluded
them the same could not be
said for the ltalian sides. who
uscd to make this trophv their

oW1

Parma. the 1999 winners
drew 2-2 at home with unglani-
orouns DBundesliga outfit TSV
Munich 1860 alter letting a two
goal lead shp while Serie A
leaders AS Roma mav rue the
decision to rest lr;ut[np_ SCoOrer

(:abnel Batistuta as they
scraped a 1-0 home win over
another ermain teatn SV

Hamburg

With Inter Milan drawing 0-0
. Berlin on Tuesday against
Hertha Berlin the ltalians could
be  facing an unprecedented
wipeout at such an early stage
i the second legs in a lort-
night's time

By cojntrast
sides Bordeanx  and  Nantes
botlh won their home maitches
agamst Werder Bremen and
SWIss outlit Lausanne, though
Bordeaux look the most likel
to progress having recorded a
4-1 win while Nantes won a
seven g2oal thriller 453,

Former German national
coach Berti Vogis' first Euro-
pean match in charge ol Baver
Leverkusen probably reminded
him of why he gave up coachiuy
for a while as thev drew 4-4 at
home to Greek side AEK Athens
- Carsten Ramelow saving his
sicdle’s blushes with an injury-
e equaliser.

Greece's other two
sentatives Ohvinpiakos Al
PAOK Salonika will have their
work cut out to gqualify though
Olvinpiakos secured a 2-2
home draw in mjurv-tune with
Encland's last survivors lLiver
pool thanks to another defen
sive error by German detenrled
Markus Babbel

First-half goals bv Barce:
lona's Brazilian world footballer
of the vear Rivaldo and Dutch
striker Patrick Kluivert saw the
Catalan side  safely home
against the Belgians. who had
won their first 13 matches in
the domestic league this
SO11

arcelona s

the two French

repre-

e L s

unnder-pressire
conclhi Lorenzo Serra  Ferred
whio replaced the sacked Louis
van Gaal. saild he was delighted
i have beaten such m-fornn
OPPonNents

“This win is a great rehel al-
ter some bad results.” he said.

"I am reallv happy hecause if
side

who have made a great start 1o

the scason

There s a lot of pressure on
me but I am not worrfed for nin
Iature and 1 wil 1 continue 1o

work hard and improve Barce-
lona’s form.™ he added.

Parma. winners of the 19499
LEFA Cup trophy. looked well
in control  after Ghanalan
Stephan  Appitah and  French
international midfielder Johann
Micoud put them 2-0 up i the
first 11 minutes

However the Germans
stubbornlv refused to throw in
the towel and stornmmed back
with second-half goals by Ro-
man Tyce and a superbly taken
sidefooted wvolley by Markus
Beierle handed them two in-
valuable away goals.

Munich. who lie 12th in the
Bundesliga table. finally got on
target in the 79th minute when
Tyvce seized on the ball on the
edge of the area aflter Parma
captain Antonio Benarrivo had
[ailed to clear after dispossess-
ing Beierle

Tyee rounded Fabio Canna-
varro and slotted it past ‘keeper
Gianluigi Buffon to give the
Germans real hope for the sec-
ond leg in a fortmght's time.

The contest had looked over
when Micoud took advantage of
a4 terrible error in defence by
Australian international
sweeper Ned Zelie to slot past
SunonJentzsch dn - the 11th
minute to double Parma's: ad-
vantage

Ghanaian international
Stephan Appiah had crashed
home a fierce right-footed shot
past Jentzsch in the second
minute after the 1860 defence
tatled (o clear the ball to give
the 199y UEFA Cup winners
the lcad,

Roma mayv well be left la-
menting the chances mmssed by
Viimcenzo Montella, who was
standing in for Batistuta.

Fortunately for the [talians,
for whom Japanese plavinaker
Hidetoshi Nakata and Brazilian
defender Cafu were outstand-
ing. Uruguayan Gianni Guigou
did manage to hit the target in
the first-half. though the goal
owed much to a mistake by
keeper Hans-Jorg Butt.

Montella. who refused to let
Batistuta have the number nine
shirt when the Argentine moved
Irom Fiorentina in the summer,
wasted chance after chance sei
up by Nakata in the second-
half once completely flufling the
shot when he only had Butt to
beat

Liverpool
priceless

tWwWo
with

grabbed
away goals
Olympiakos but Babbel's in-
jurv-time  defensive  blunder
dampened the celebrations

Goals by England interna-
tionals Nick Barmbyv and Ste-
ven Gerrard  looked to have
given the lour-time European
Cup winners a superb awav win
only for Babbel ro slip up and
et in Alexios Alexandris for hits
second of the mateh.

The slip by Babbel. who wis
fron

Bavern Munich in the Stinnier,

will have infuriated Frbneh
coach  Gerard Houllier who
only on Wednesday read the

riol act 1o the German filerna-

honal about recent lapses i
defenoe which have cost the
stehe dearhy in the Prennership
Frene h league leaders Bor-
deans pulled off a vintage dis-
play ar home to earn a well-

deserved win against last sea-
son's German Cuap [(inalists
Werder Bremen

Peruvian striker Claudio Pi-
zarro opened the scoring for the
visitors before Christophe Dug-
arry, playing with a hernia
problem, grabbed a Jlucky
equaliser which took a large
defeletion off Werder captain
Dieter Eilts.

Bordeaux midficlder Laurent
Batlles did well to put the Gi-
rondins in front. with Belgian
international Mare Wilmots -
who came on lor Dugarry at
halftime -
double to
grace

deliver the coup de

FIFA’s world player

scoring a second-half

Rivaldo, Figo
Zidane to
fight it out

ZURICH  Switzerland.
24: Real Madnd's Luis Figo.
Barcelonas Rivaldo and Zine-
dine Zidane of Juventus will be
i the rannimg for the title of
world plaver ol the vear. FIFA
announced Friday. reports AP.

Nov

The' trio topped a poll of
more than 130 national ream
coaches. and the winner will be
announced at FIFA's world
plaver gala Dec 11 in Rowe,

world soccer’s SOVErung
said 11 a statement

body

Brazilian

star Rivaldo won
the 1999 1title. Zidane. a4 key
plaver in France's World Cup
irinmph in 1998 and their
European Championship  win
thus vear. took the award the
Previous vear
Portugal's Figo., who this

vear set a world transter record
on sigunig lor Madrid fromn ar-
chinval Barcelona for 56 million

dollars. is nominated lor the
fIrst tine

FIFA said their team of the
year award, based on  thir
rnnmlm rankings. went 1o the

etherlands \:g:rm won the
.|.\.‘:ril for the npational team
that has wade the most prog-

tess up the ranking table,

Radebe . of
Sonrth Africa.
ey < Fair
seerninge bl

Lucas
Unnredd
) world
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