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gle-mindedly pursued

urbanisation.

lifeless
greeted

become

one is with

the lifeline of the

Cily,

City Corporation

sion or what?

The small park at Karwan Bazar is not the only
one sacrificed on the altar of such commercial con-
siderations. Mushrooming of makeshift shops and
eventually permanent market place on open spaces
is by no means a new phenomenon. Alarmingly,
the trend shows no sign of letting up. On the con-
trary, it has marked sharp rise in recent times.
Unfortunately, the city fathers have facilitated. di-
rectly or indirectly, the concrete aggression on the
public spaces and the greenery. They have either
approved construction of shops or plazas on open
spaces, or simply played the indifferent onlookers.
Reports in the media and pronounced concern of
the conscious citizenry have sometimes preempted
invasion on the public space, but seemingly failed
to wake the city authorities up to the fact that a
metropolis cannot be and must not be over prolif-
eration of concrete structures; there is the need for
greenery, water bodies and open parks and spaces.

The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S.M. Ali
Dhaka, Saturday, November 25, 2000

Verdict on Ershad

ITH the Supreme Court verdict Ershad's po-

litical career virtually comes to an end. What-
ever political dream he may have had - our politi-
cal leaders are known to have many - are now
dashed forever. As far as our immediate politics is
concerned this verdict has thrown open the scram-
ble for JP's leadership. Who will succeed Ershad
and whether it will stay as one party or split into
factions each led by different aspirants are the im-
mediate questions. Already a significant portion led
by Anwar Hossain Manju had split from the main
faction some time back. It is possible that Manju's
hands may become stronger with more JP stal-
warts backing the ‘'winning horse’ so to speak. All
this will definitely have an impact on the alliance
politics. Two of the original leaders are no longer
there - first Golam Azam and now Ershad. As far
as personalities are concerned, Khaleda Zia be-
comes the lone attraction for the whole alliance. In
some odd way this may act as a boon for BNP as
its leader will, in effect, become the natural rallying
point for the whole opposition and as such be able
to strengthen the inner bond of the opposition.

With the falling of the curtain on Ershad’s public
career Bangladesh's politics turns a significant
corner in its short but turbulent history. He will be
the first President ever who has been punished for
his misdeeds, especially corruption. Credit must be
given to the government of Khaleda Zia which sin-
the
against the corrupt autocrat, risking pushing the
JP into the AL's hands which is exactly what hap-
pened. But for the political opportunism of the
then opposition, the Awami League, the JP and its
leader would never have come as far as they did in
terms of political rehabilitation.

However belatedly, the whole judicial process
has come to its natural end with the culprit getting
the punishment that he deserves and with his po-
litical career ending in total and unambiguous dis-
grace. Without question Ershad marked the worst
in our politics. He was a usurper of power and his
sole aim was personal aggrandisement. The coun-
try was for him something to exploit and the people
were for him to manipulate for his own end. He
considered the government to be his personal fief-
dom to do as he pleased. There are two very signifi-
cant aspects of the fall of Ershad. First. he was
thrown out of power by ‘people’s power' and not by
a Inilitary coup or conspiracy. Second, he was put
behind bars by the judiciary after going through all
its different stages. Thus his fall marks the victory |
of democracy and of the rule of law.

Park Sacrificed Again

EED the city fathers be so indifferent to the

fact that already the city has turned into a
veritable concrete jungle? Thanks to unplanned
compounded
from the Dhaka Master Plan, the metropolis has
Whichever direction one turns to
visual
greenery is left in the face of grey aggression and
natural water bodies derelict. The river Buriganga,
is choked,
making merry of almost non-existent administra-
tive activism. The metropolis needs some fresh air.
Its residents need to have some contact with green.
They need some open space to shrug off the claus-
trophobic feeling urban living induces. The Dhaka
(DCC),
doesn't seem concerned with the needs of either
the metropolis or its residents. Or else. how does
one explain the sacrifice of the park on the eastern
side of the Karwan Bazar kitchen market? What
can be the rationale behind allocation of 51 shops
around the park and, intriguingly, on the portion of
the road and the walkway? Commerical compul-

corruption charges

by blatant deviation

Little

disincentives.

encroachers

especially the Mayor,

Vicissitudes in the Life of an En
Controversi

Politicians, like other people, have to uﬁrk in order to pro

ENERAL Hussaln
GMuhamnmd Ershad was

sent to jall for the second
time. He surrendered to a lower
court on 20 November under
orders of the Supreme Court
[ollowing rejection of his appeal
for grant of ball and was
immediately taken Into custody.
Earller, he had been convicted on
charges of corruption In Janata
Tower case and the sentence was
subsequently reduced to five
years of Imprisonment and a fine
of over Taka five crore. Ershad
had failed to justify legitimacy of
source of funds of Taka six and a
half crore with which he had
purchased the property in his
wife's name during his
Presidential regime.

Speculation is, naturally, rife
as to whether this act sounded
the death knell of the political
career of a soldler- turned- politi-
clan who had ruled the country
for long nine years, the longest
ever by any other person. He has
since appealed against both his
conviction and detention. Even In
the event of the granting of appeal
preferred on his behall, many
think his political image has been
severely tarnished.

In the opinion of most of the
many | talked to, no other person
could match a colourful, though
checkered, life as represented by
H.M. Ershad. He is a virtual epi-
thet of the two extremes --- a rare
combination of virtues and vices.
People often wonder how a gentle,
soft-spoken and exceedingly well-
mannered person, as if a visible
embodiment of all that is good,
could be so devoid of many other
human qualities. His illustrious
behaviour and seemingly undi-
vided attention to people deserv-
ing atlention appear o many in
sharp contrast to his many acts of
falsehood, deceil and utter ruth-
lessness. His outward disposition
of courtesy and attitude of help-
fulness did not, and perhaps will
not, brook any consideration and
means, fair and foul, to attain his
own ends. He is a master dema-
gogue and could easily sway
people with convincing asser-
tions. The result was apparent;
he won all the five seats he had
contested In the parliamentary
election iIn June 1996, even
though he was then in prison. His
charm and graciousness with the
opposite sex is well-known and
evoked envy to many, who may
not admit it though. Sonie say, he
may have been in his mid-sixties,
but he looks like in mid-fifties and
acts as one in mid-forties. He is,
no doubt, a repository of indomi-
lable energy and the vive neces-
sary for achieving success which
he did in so many fields.

lussain Muhammad Ershad,
A professional soldier repatriated
irom Pakistan following libera
tion, was abruptly called from
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mote their principles and objectives. In doing so

and to be successful, they must take stock of the situation and be pragmatic. If Ershad remains detained in
prison, it has been asserted by his Party stalwarts that the constitutional provisions and arrangements
would ensure that his Jatiya Party's support to the opposition would remain unabated.

Indla where he was undergoing a
Natlonal Defense Course, and
was installed as Deputy Chief of
Army Stall following the coup in
1975. He appeared to have served
diligently his mentor, General
Zlaur Rahman, as Chiefl of Army
Stalf (il his assassination In
1981 and soon thereaflter
revealed his real Intention. He
toppled the regime of the elecled
President Justice Abdus Sattar
through a bloodless coup and
assumed power in March 1982 on
[limsy and untenable grounds.
Though I had known General
Ershad from before, my acquain-
tance with him became closer
while [ was assigned as Ambassa-
dor to China from 1980 1o 1982. It
was so especially because as
Chief of Staff he had a lot to do
with China for procurement of
military hardware and supplies

e

urrents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

following drying up of the tradi-
tional source from the then Soviet
Union. In the wake of assassina-
tion of General Zia, due to the
insistence of President Sattar. |
persuaded Chinese Prime Minjs-
ter Zhao Jiyang to visit Bangla-
desh. That became the second
visit of a Chinese Prime Minister
after Chou en Lal In the sixties.
Zhao Jiyang had cancelled his
scheduled official visit to Bangla-
desh alter hearing the death of
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Enigmatic but controversial Ershad going to surrender at court.

our President, but | goaded him to
transform his joyous officlal visit
to a Lrip to express solidarity with
a friendly nation In mourning.
During this time General
Ershad categorically told me that
the Bangladesh Army will always
uphold the constitution by all
means and showed me In his
office newspapers of the day
reporting his statement to that
effect during his visit to Comilla
Cantonment the previous day.

-
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Bul the very next year, he abro-
gated constitution, declared
martial law and assumed all
power of the state. His pledge to
return power to the civilian rule
in two years dragged on for nine
long years and that too he had to
give up as a sequel to a country-
wide movement supported by
major political parties. Perhaps,
hypocrla Is Imperative in the
tralt of the usurper of state pow-
ers and such unlawful acts are
totally and Inextricably abhorred
by all democratic minded people.

The first time General Ershad
was sent lo gaol was almost imme-
diately after he was toppled from
power In December 1990. It was
under orders of the caretaker
government of President
Shahabuddin Ahmed. Ershad
remained In jail during the regime
of Khaleda Zia and his trial
started on a number of cases
involving corruption, misuse of
power, [avouritism, ete. Followin
election In June 1996, Ersha
found himself catapulted in the
role of a king-maker. Since no
political party won majority seats
in the new parliament, the Awami
League succeeded in entering
into an entente with Ershad, and
with the support of his Jaliya
Party members In the Parliament
succeeded In forming govern-
ment. In return, Hasina surrepti-
tiously arranged ball for Ershad
and took him out of prison. With-
oul support of Ershad and his
Jativa Party, the Awami League
could not form government and
rule the country for all these
years. But soon, the entente with
the Awami League ruptured, the
Jatlya Party split and Ershad
came oul of the coalition with a
larger section of members of his
erstwhile

Jallya Parly. Ershad's next
move was to seek a place in the
sun, in country’s politics. His
popularity appeared dwindled,
though the postulate is con-
tended, with his diminished
power ol bestowing loaves and
lishes Lo his supporters. He found
time was ripe to join hands with
the opposition and became a
partner, along with Jamaat-e-
Islam and Islamic Olkya Jote, in
the four-Party Opposition Allj-
ance under the leadership of
Khaleda Zia. The latter found it
expedient to secure support of
other political parties in bolster-
ing the one-paint movement of

Women's

OMEN iIn Bangladesh
have been subjected to
exploitation and negli-

gence lor decades. In a society
which is basically male domi-
nated, women have always been
oppressed by religious fanati-
cism, supersution., oppression
and various discriminations.
Their merit and labour have only
been recognized in domestic lore.
They have never been integrated
in the development process of the
country. In one of her clarion call
for women's advancement,
Begum Rokeyva, the pioneer of
women's movement, once said:
Educate your daughters and
then set them free. They will earn
their own bread.” There is a clear
message in her call pointing to
the paramount importance for
the achievement of women's
right. At the fag end of the 19th
century, the renaissance of
women centered around their
education. Besides, women
become aware of their rights
through their participation on the
movement against British rule,
Women also participated in the
Language Movement of 1952,
Mass Uprising of 1969 and in the
movement lor self-determination
during the Pakistan period.
Bangladesh achieved her
Independence through a sangui-
nary war where women, along
with men, made significanl con-
tribution. They assisted in many
ways apart [rom active participa-
tion in the war. They sacrificed
their husbands and sons in the
liberation war and set a unique
example of supreme self-sacrifice
and patriotism. Two hundred
thousand women were violated

International Protest Day on Violence against Women

by Pakistani soldiers. Such hei-
nous crime of human rights
violation can never be forgotten.
Women became more conscious
of the need to achieve self-
reliance from the experience of
liberation war and its aftermath.

Now great enthusiasm is being
observed among women for edu-
cation and employment. Even
illiterate rural women aspire to
become self-reliant through job
opportunity. The necessity for
women's participation in the
national production process Is
strongly felt.

Bangladesh fell victim to the
misrule ol undemocratic and
autocratic regimes after the
assassination of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the Father of the
Nation. In the absence of democ-
racy people's plight seemed to be
on rise and matters related to
women's advancement virtually
sulfered a setback. Violence
against women and negligence
towards them Increased
immensely in complete disregard
to the existing laws. But, sadly
the trend of women oppression
still continues. Women organiza-
tions at this time have a leading
role to play towards containing
violence against women and
establishing their rights, NGOs
will execute thelr different
programmes for the socio-
economic development of women
living in remote areas of the coun-
try. Political parties as well as
women organizations should
participale directly and indirectly
in the movement to establish
democratic rights in the country
whereby women become aware of
their political, economic and

by A K Roy

soclal rights. We must harness
the possibility to achieve the
cherished goal of women's devel-
opment. The present government
is determined to bring out the
womenfolk from their backward
position by improving their fate
this should be reflected in deeds.
To achieve this objective compre-
hensive development and
empowerment of women are to be
ensured.

Women's human rights and
basic freedom have been incorpo-
raled in our constitution. Article
27 of the constitution states: "All
citizens are equal before the law
and are entitled to get equal pro-
tection of law." It has been stated
In Article 28(1) "that the slate
shall not discriminate against
any citizen on grounds only of
religion, race, caste, sex or place
of birth". Article 28(2) states,
“Women shall have equal rights
with men in all spheres of the
state and of public life", Article
28(3) of the constitution provides
‘no citizen shall, on grounds only
ol religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth be subjected to any
disability, liability, restriction or
condltion with regard to access Lo
any place of public entertainment
or resort, or admission to any
educational institution”. Article
28 (4) states that nothing in this
article shall prevent the state
from making special provision in
favour of women and children or
for the advancement of any back-
ward section of citizens, Article
29(1) provides: "There shall be
equality of opportunity for all
citizens in respect of employment
or office in the service of the
Republic”. 29(2) states, "'no citl-

The Zarina episode

Sir, The stealing of widow
Zarina's hard earned savings of
one and a half year in the Middle
East is one of many such Incl-

dents that are perpetrated every-
rogues masquer-

da Sangs o

adrnzygfn éA It is a common
knowledge as to what happens at
ZIA, how It happens and who are
involved. Both the victims and
the authorities seem to have got
accustomed to the malpractice
and tend to take it as a irremedia-
ble rouline matter and almost as
the right of those criminals Who
are powerful enough to frustrate

move (o stop thelir nefarious
Scivities,

In the past, sincere efforts were
known to have been made by
some quarters in the government
specially Biman to contain or
curb these gangs operating inside
the security area of the alrport
rendered [utile, These organised
gangs with active support of some
powerful persons successfully
ﬂwﬁd alrlr“prcvious mur]cs.

I€y are merrily carrying on their
Job of robbing the passgngers at
ease and with Iimmunity In the

cargo hold area during unloading
and loading of passengers’ lug-
gage from or onto the tow trac-
tors. Arrangements of sharing the
booty with all the people In the
area, specially the security per-
sonnel of Biman and CAAB,
ensure a permanent system of
theft. Sharing system fs report-
edly extended to some high-ups
inthe line,

ZIA has long been looked upon
as a dreaded place o pass
through by the Bangladesh|
passengers, specially the arriving
ones. Scores of passengers are
losing thelr valuables everyday at
ZIA, some complaints are Jodged,
reports in the national dallies
appear occaslonally but the
thefts go unabated, unchecked as
belore. The desperate wall and
tenacity of a poor lady victim
namely Zarina Khatun, this time
klrkeci up a lot of dust, the press
media had taken up the cudgel
for her that led to rousing of wide
public reactions and ultimate
declaration by Oman Air Lines
compensation for the loss.

In the greater national interest
and for the image of the country

the matter should not be allowed
Lo end here. The suspension of a
few Biman personnel and order-
ing of departmental inquiry are
some of the routine steps that are
perfunctorily done to appease the
public wrath and in the long run
Lo shield the eriminals. Inorder to
stop the helnous activities of the
thieves Inside the alrport perma-
nenty we demand an inquiry into
the Incident by a high level com-
mittee which will also make
enforceable recommendations to
free the alrport of the thugs.

SM Zaman
Dhaka

The image of
politics and the
politicians

Sir, The politiclans n the
{-m{-rt;mg nations In the third
world are so busy looking after
the never-ending problems (old.,
and the newly emerging prob-
lems) of the country that they
have scarcclf/ any tme left to pay

dltention to the correct image the
politics and Lhe political leaders

N§

are projecting to the public at
large. The latter cannot be too
critical, living around the poverty
level. In such countries, the have-
not mentality prevails at all levels
of the sociely. The politicians
cannol expect that they were
exempled from the corrosive
environment prevailing in the
soclety, The people repose their
hopes In the ruling regime to
provide the healthy sense of
national direction. But when
there Is political instability, the
basic development poals take a
back seat, because the very act of
governance Is at stake not to
speak of good governance,

The survival syndrome then
takes over, These cycles continue
with the changing regimes, pep-
pered with forélgn aid and ven-
tures ol the various UN bodles
(the latter controlled by the
wealthy West). Who are monitor-
ing the politicians? Obviously the
mass medla; and the press In
Bangladesh are playing a coura-
geousrole.

To cleanse a system, one has Lo
F,r.-t out of the system and act
ndependently of d'u.- eflects of the
system. (that Is, not be adversely

alfected by the feedback). The
inertia required to carry out this
exercise is too high. as the back
suction effect is too much to be
resisted for long by nouveau
management experts of the civil
service, and the newly installed
politicians who represent the
people. It Is like one drowning
person oving (o save another
drowning person.

There are pre-conditions for
the sustainability of such leader-
ship pools. First they have to be
spotted and groomed. The latter
lakes vears of dedicated and
selfless public service. The prob-
lems start when the standard of
living starts going up due to some
development activities over (he
frmrs. Something unexpected
1appens: the rich get richer and
the poor get poorer, as the dispar-
ity in Income at the top and bot-
tom layers Increases, although
the lower income groups slides
down [rom 52 per cent (o 46 per
cent. And the sins or the acts of
omissions and commissions are
distributed proportionately!

AZ
Dhaka

zen shall, on grounds only of
religion, race, sex or place of birth
be ineligible for, or discriminated
against, in respect of any employ-
ment or office in the service of the
Republic. Under the Article 65(3)
women's seals have been
reserved in the parliament and
their representations ensured in
the local administrative office.

In the international sphere, the
then governmen of Bangabandhu
played an effective role from the
very start of the seventies. As a
result, Bangladesh got involved
In the mainstream of ongoing
international movement for
women advancement. The pres-
ent state of women advancement,
whatever it is, in Bangladesh is
the outcome of this initiative. The
Commonwealth prepared the
work plans on Gender and Devel-
opment in 1975. The SAARC
countries have also taken
programmes for the cause of
advancement for women. The
Beijing Declaration and the Plat-
form For Action was adopted at
the Fourth World Conference on
Women held in Beijing from 4th-

Rights, Our Constitution and Global Perspective

15th Sept. in 1995. Twelve areas
of concern were identified. These
areas of concern are: growing
poverty of women, Inequal oppor-
tunities for women in education,
training and health right to prop-
erty. inequality in decision-
making and power-sharing,
inadequate institutional infra-
structure for women's advance-
ment, violation of women's
human rights, negative projec-
tion of women in mass-media and
inadequate participation in the
same, women's limited access in
environmental conservation and
also to natural resource and
discrimination against girl child.
Bangladesh is committed to
implement all international dec-
larations and action-plans.

The Action Plan on Environ-
ment and Development adopted
in the Earth Summit held in Rio
De Janeiro in 1992, the Vietnam
Declaration on Human Rights in
1993, the Population and Devel-
opment Action Plan adopted in
the International Conference
held In Cairo in 1994 and the
Action Plan adopted in the World
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ousting the Awaml League from
ately started
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the country. The opposition
leaders, on the other hand, clagm
that the Awaml League in lisrole
of opposition during Begum Zia's
regime did not hesitate to make
ant-government movement with
the acuve support of the same
autocrats and collaborators,

There 1s a big question mark
aboult trustworthiness of Genera]
Ershad from the oppositions
point of view. do not
favour him on this point. He
spared no means to attain hjs
goals. Perhaps, this Is a common
trait, In degrees, of all
politiclans and, for that matter, of
all people. Bul there is a limit to
everything and one should refrain
from going beyond it. Ershad
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particlpate in the election of 1986
in order to impart legitimacy 1o
that election. People speculate
Ershad had to pay dearly 10
Hasina for causing crack to the
combined anti-Ershad movement |
for which Khaleda Zia never |
forgave Hasina. The close collabo-
ration between Ershad and @ |
Hasina in order Lo allow the latter ¥
to form government in 1996 was
another act of mistrustintheeyes
of Begum Zia. Major
Akhtaruzzaman, the recalcitrant
lawmaker of the BNP, wrote in an
open published letter that the
clandestine Ershad-Hasina
entente still persists, clai
that the Prime Minister did not
allow her Defence Ministry (o
submit papers on the killing of
Zia to the relevant Parliamentary
Committee at Ershad’s behest.

Whatever may be true, politi-
clans, like other people, have to
work in order Lo promote their
principles and objeclives. In
doing so and to be successful,
they must take stock of the situa-
tion and be pragmatic. If Ershad
remains delained in prison. it has
been asserted by his Party stal-
warts that the constitutional
provisions and arrangements
would ensure thalt his Jativa
Party’s support to the opposition
would remain unabated. If he is
freed. the status quo ante
remains. Even the Awmi League
leaders' open allegation of
Ershad’'s involvement in her
husband’s killing would not deter
Khaleda Zia to go ahead with the
pledges she had made to
strengthen opposition alliance.
Politics, Indeed. is a place lo
accommodatle strange bedfel-
lows.
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Social Summit held in Copenha-
gen in 1995 put maximum impor-
tance on matters related to
advancement of women and
children and their rights. Bangla-
desh is a signatory to all these
charters and action plans and is
committed to implement the
same. Bangladesh is among the
signalories to the convention on
the rights of the child in 1989.

Convention on Elimination of
all Forms of Discriminations
Against Women (CEDAW) was
adopted in the year 1979 in the
United Nations in order to elimi-
nate all sorts of discriminations
against women in all spheres of
life including State, Economy,
Family and Society. This came
into effect from 3rd September
1981. Identified as International
Bill of Rights for Women, this
document is consldered as self-
contained standard in protecting
women's rights.

The writer. a District and Ses-
sions Judge. is cwrently working
on deputation as Deputy Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs.
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Democracy returned to
Bangladesh in February 1991
with the national parliamen-
tary elections. The constitution

as subsequently revised in
September, the same vear (o
include the 12th Amendment
Bill which stated the system of
Government in Bangladesh
would parliamentary democ-
racy. The legislature sits for [ive
years alter which the govern-
ment must hold elections. On
26th March, 1996 the govern-
ment passed the 13th Amend-
ment to the Constitution which
states that all future elections
would be administered by a
neutral caretaker government.

The Constitution of the
People’s Republic of Bangla-
desh provides that there shall
be a non-party Caretaker Gov-
ernment and discharge its
functions as an interim govern-
ment and shall carry on the
routine functions of such gov-
ernment with the aid and assis-
tance of persons In the services
of the Republic; and, except in
the case of necessity for the
discharge of such functions it
shall not make an policy deci-
slon. The non-parly Caretaker
Government shall give to the
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Election Commissi
Caretaker Government

Advocate Towricur Rahman, Advocate Kamal Uddin
Buiyan and Advocate Akhtar Mahmood Chowdhury

Election Commission all possi-

e
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ble aid and assistance that may
be required for holding the
general election of members of
parliament peacefully, [fairly
and impartially. On the other
hand, Article 118 (4) of the
Constitution of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh states
that the Election Commission
shall be independent in the
exercise of its functions and is
subject only to this constitu-
tion and any other law.

So, what can be said is that
the Election Commission shall
have all powers for holding the
general election of members of
parliament, and that the func-
tion of the Caretaker Govern-
ment Is made subjective In a
way that it will only provide all
possible aid and assistance to
the Election Commission. So,
the powers and luncton of the
Caretaker Government is not
absolute rather the caretaker
government Is only figurehead
in the process for holding elec-
tion. This creates ambiguity as
to the powers of the caretaker
government in holding of free,
fair and lmpartial election, and
this is not desirable as on when
the appointment to the office of
the Electlon Commission Is

made by the party in powers,
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and this cannot be ignored that
in the past almost all the oppo-
sition parties questioned the
neutrality and impartially of in
the appointment of Chiel Elec-
tion Commissioner. As a way
out, it is suggested that the
13th Amendment (o the Con-
stitution can be amended to
provide that during the tenure
of office of the non-party Care-
taker Government, it shall have
the powers and authority to re-
constitute and appoint mem-
bers to the election commis-
sion, If n , for such
interim period till the Care-
taker Government hands over
powers to the elected govern-
ment. This issue needs imme--
diate discussion in the parlia-
ment and unless all the mem-
bers of the J)arllament both in
position and opposition reach a
consensus to make necessary
amendment for providing the
caretaker government full
powers and authority for hold-
ing free, fair and {mpartial
election, it is quite likely that |
the country will face yet |
another confrontation over the e
Issue of neutrality and impar-
tality of the Election Commis- |
sion and this will destabilize |
the political situation In t?@
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