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DHAKA SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2000.

With the country's foreign exchange reserve
at a consistently low level and import witness-
ing a sudden spurt, Bangladesh has sought
foreign exchange bailout from the IMF to get

over any crisis situation,.

However, IMF has categorically told the
vernment that it does not have any loan
cilities with low-conditionality, as Bangla-

desh has been requesting for.

It sald although Finance Minister SAM S
Kibria had sought balance of payment help
from the IMF at the Prague annual meeting of
the World Bank and IMF, all its loans are high-

condition: 1[11} ones.

Meanwhile, the country's foreign exchange
reserve dipped to as low as 1.2 billion dollars
this week, triggering fresh tension over how lo
yank it up. It however increased marginally

after release of Japanese grants.

This year's good export performance and
remittance flow could not help the reserve
much, hovering around 1.5 billion dollars for
the last few years. This was mainly because of

Alleged child
trafficker

beaten to
death in city

By Staff Correspondent

An alleged child traflicker was
beaten to death by mob at East
Sheikhdi in the city's Demra area
yesterday morming.

The incident took place at
about 11.45 am when the
unidentified man tried o Kidnap
a bov from Ershadullah Road of
East Sheikhdi, sources said.

Another source said the man
1ried to snatch valuables from a
pedestrian. As the pedestrian

made hue and cry for help local |

people chased and managed to
catch him.

He died on the spot when the
mob started beating him merci-
lessly. Police recovered the body
and sent it to the Mitford Hospital
for autopsy.

Demra police said they heard
from unconfirmed sources that
the victim was identified as Alam.

Police arrested three people
Ruhul Amin, Abdul Khalek and
Abdul Alim for their alleged
involvernent in the incident.

A murder case was lodged with
Demra thana in this connection.

Tendons of Khulna

Jubo League
activist severed

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 24: Tendons of

Jubo Leapue actvist Ferdaus
were cut off Thursday morning by
some miscreants at Mollapara
under Khulna Thana.

He was admitted to KMCH in a
critical condition

A case was recorded with
Khulna thana in this connection,

but none was arrested till filing of

this report at 6.30 pm today
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Forex reserve dips to $1.2b

IMF's 'no' to request for
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By Inam Ahmed

a corresponding import surge.

On the other hand, dollar was selling at a
premium in the kerb market, indicating that
taka has appreciated. This may affect inflow of
foreign exchange.

“We did not bother much, though we were
concerned, about the low balance of payment
situation,” said a finance ministry official.
"But now it looks that investment is picking
up, resulting in increased import. With such a
poor reserve position, the investment growth
may face hiccups. It is absolutely necessary (o
increase reserve and so we are exploring IMF
helpline.”

However, IMF's two major bailout measures
called energy facility and compensatory facll-
ity are not relevant for Bangladesh now.

The first one is used to support a country’'s
balance of payment situation In case ol Im,l
related crisis and the second one Is used to
compensate a country in the face of global
price loss of exportables.

low-conditionality loans

Bangladesh can explore the stand-by lacil-
ity which is around one fourth of its drawing
quota as an IMF member. Under this facllity, it
can get at best 150 million SDR.

Besides, it can opt for the poverty reduction
grant facility but this would require a lengthy
process. The country will need to have a pov-
erty reduction strategy in place, which it
initiated months ago but is yet to be com-
pleted.

However, IMF has already told the govern-
ment that for any of the cash line, it will have
(o prove its credibility to fulfil conditionalities

of reforms.

IMF has reminded that on the fiscal side,
rationalisation of public expenditure, bridling
government borrowing and expanding tax
base are of prime importance. On the other
hand. SOE privatisation, financial sector
reform and [lexible exchange rate manage
ment should be followed through.
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Easing traffic

jam by 'killing'

scores of trees
By Staff Correspondent

In an unusual move to case
traffic jam, authorities are relo-

cating the dividers on Mirpur

uprooting and replanting
World

Road,
scores of trees under a
Bank alded project.,

Olficials of the Tk 1,100 crore
Dhaka Urban Transport Project
sald that a component of DUTP
the on-going ‘demlonstration
project’ covering Russel Square to
Shyamoll stretch of Mirpur Road
is aimed at ensuring 'proper right
turns.

But local people and various
sources concerned wondered
over relocation of the road divider
in such a way. Even the site
inspector of the contractor, Shah
Alam, expressed surprise at the

way the trees were being
replanted on the newly bullt
divider.

The trees replanted last week
are already dead.

Besides, construction work for
relocation of the dividers during
daytime Is seriously aflecting
traffic on the busy Road.

Greater Dhaka Transport
Planning and Coordination Board

See page 11 col 1

have all perished within a week.

Trees, first uprooted and then replanted on the relocated divider on Mirpur road to ease traffic jam,
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina poses for a photograph with the winners of National Film Awards

1995-98 at Osmani Memorial Hall in the city vesterday.

Produce healthy

films : PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged filmmakers to produce

healthy and quality film, reports BSS.

“Our film should also depict our national culture and heritage,"
said while distributing National Film Awards 1995-98 at the Osmani

Memorial Hall yesterday evening.

Sheikh Hasina said her government would
healthy and creative films.
provide all suppo

dIce.

But the films produced from 1975 to 1996 failed to project national

culture.” she added.

The Prime Minister also called on filmmakers to produce good and
creative films for the children to enable them to learn from those films
to become worthy citizens of the country. She said the children of today

are the leaders ol tomogrow.
Terming film as a
could play a vital role in educating society. She hope

atronise production of
‘I can assure you that my government will
rt to those engaged in good filmmaking, " she said.

She said prior to the liberation of the country and shortly after that a
good number of films were produced in the country, which gave guld-

verful and creative mass medium. she said it
d that the [iIlm
producers would make filmsbased on real life and thus hel

-- Star photo

Nat'l Film
Awards
1995-98

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yvesterday distributed National
Film Awards 1995-98 among the
winners at a function at the
Osmani Memorial Hall in the city,
reports UNB.

National Film Award 1995:

Best film: Annyo Jibon,
ducer Shelkh Niyamat Ali,
story: Tanveer Mokammel, [ilm
Nadir Naam Modhumoti, besl
director: Sheikh Niyamat Ali, film
Annyo Jibon, best actor: Asad,
[ilm Annvyo Jibon, besl actress:
Champa, {llm Anyo Jibon, best
co-actor: Abul Khayer, film Annyo
Jibon, best co-actress: Shanlta
Islam, film Annyo Jibon, best film

she

pro-
best

ko | Dj‘hﬂﬂ.lif‘]m
of the people. editor: Atic '

: ; jur Rahman Mallik,
national film poliw and It would bc lmplrﬂmnod soon after necessary  an (colour): Anwar Hossain
c,nlt_r;_mm She mentioned Ll:jat her government hadwalreafly taken an Al XEnvo J.ibon ;w%l qt‘jllﬂﬁn'
elaborate programme to modernise the film sector. e Eo R R Sy

by play: Sheikh Niyamat Ali, film

She said the Film Development Corporation (FDC) had been mod-
ernised al a cost of Taka 26 crore. She further pointed owt that the
government had a plan to build a "film city” at Kaliakqir. She expressed
the hope that better films would be produced with the construction of

the city.

The function was also addressed by State Minisier. for Information
Prof Abu Saveed and the additional u:cretaw in charge of the ministry

of information, M. I. Chowdhury.

! _. -l-r | .

Annyo Jibon, best art director:
Uttam Guha, film Annyo Jibon,
best playback singer (male):
Sayedur Rahman Bayatl, [llm
Nadir Naam Modhumoti. best
playback singer (female): Kanak

See page 11 col 3

TR L S g ¢ T -

L 3 D S —

A get-together of the students of Holy Cross College marking the 60th founding anniversary of the

institution was held on the college campus yvesterday.
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Police quiz
adopted
daughters -
of Dr Malika

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday questioned
the adopted daughters of Dr
Malika Al-Razee and their rela-
tives followin2 a case liled against
them by authorities of the colle ge

' founded by her.

Dhanmondi police went to Dr

Malika College in the morning
and questioned them for about
two hours.

Principal of the college
Mohammad Ishaque filed the
case accusing llve-- Mahiuza
Dhali, her husband Mominur
ahinan, sister Maksuda Dhalli,
brother Yunus Dhali and an
outsider, Touliqul Haq-- police

said quoting the FIR.

The FIR said that the accused
had illegally entered a room at the
college on Wednesday night and
took away some valuables. The y
were also threatening the college
authorities to close down the
college immediately.

The adopted daughters also

See page 11 col 3

Boral murder
Russel, Jewel

confess
involvement

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 24: Russel and
Jewel members of outlawed
Purba Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP) told police that they were
involved in the killing of Kalidas
Boral and also in an abortive
attempt on the life of Ward Com-
missioner Atilar Rahman ol
Noapara pourashava.

Quoting confession of both the
members of PBCP, the OC ol
Abhoynagar thana Ali Ahmed
Hashmi said Taka 5,000 out of
Tk 30,000 was paid to them in
advance for killing Atiar Rahman
on October 23 this year near Raj
Textiles Mills at Noapara.

They further confessed that a
close relative of the Poura com
missioner committed to make full
payment, he added.

See page 11 col 3

Results of Diabetic
Association lottery
draw on page 11
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'Unbecoming conduct' of a judge

e e e ——

Court's decision on drawing
contempt charge Monday

The High Court would give its
order on Maonday whethern Lo draw

| contemplt ol courl '}ri'fﬂt'!'(hl“;‘-‘
against Justice Mohammad
Latifur Rahman, a judge ol -Lhe
court who resigned on Thursday.

The President accepted his

| resignation.

Justice Latilur Rahman quilt
rI‘]i:{I growing controversy cen
tering gti}t'i_‘!'fi conversatiorl
between Lim and lormer presi
dent HM Ershad following his
(Ershad) conviction in the Janata
Tower Case.

A cassetlte containing the
alle L‘,:*{f conversation was seril Lo
the Chiel Justice bv a Division
Bench of the High Court on
Wednesday for ' conduct unbe
coming' of the Judge. The Be:
comprised Justice Syed Ami
Islam and Justi KM

Shatiuddin
-Hit‘ Bench sent the cassetts

N M A AL T B TR

By Special Correspondent

Lir'u r hearing a contempt rule on

tabloid dailv Man '.h Jamin lor

publishing the alleged conversa

tion. The cassetie was given by

ltji'!1'|;||,L-|t'l,':1|['}ll. [.1!lli'ir*.t!.

The alleged conversation was
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Justice Latifur Rahman
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published by Manab Jamin
under the headline ‘Arektl
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Election of local govt bodies
unlikely during this govt

Election ol local government

bodies are unlikely to be held
during the tenure of the present
government because of legal

problems and the Election Com
mission s mn with
preparations 1ol the next general
election.
We are
L{t'l]t'rdl election
and are not thinking
elections right now

Preoce ll]l.l‘; {

considering the next
as top ]n'xr.~|n._~.'
ibout other

Election

Commissioner Moshtaq Ahmed
Chowdhury told The Daily Star
The EC will formally begin |

preparations for the next general
election after printing of the new
voters' list is completed, possibly
in January, sources at the
said

EC

'Election of Gram Parishads, |

Upazila Parishads and Zila
Parishads may take place alter
the parliamentary election,” one

source said
The next parliamentan elec
tion is due in September next
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BNP factions in

Khulna lobbying

against each other

From Quazi Amanullah

KHULNA, Nov 24: The Inter-party rivalry In Khulna distriet and city
committees of BNP has taken an alarming turn. Supporters of the rival
groups are frequently seen flexing muscles against each other, sources

sald.

One group Is led by former Speaker Shelkh Razzak All MP and

Khulna City Corporation Mayor Sheikh Tayebur Rabhiman.

The other

group Is led by central Joint Secret: ury of BNP and former Whip Ashral

Hossaln.

Ashral Hossian group Is backed by city BNP President M Nurul Islam
and General Secretary Nazrul Islam while the Razzak-Tayeb group
enjoys the support of all senjor thana level leaders of the party,

The two rival groups have two separale offices.

Supporters ol

Razzak-Tayeb group sit at their newly set up oflice at the KCC Super

market. Supporters of Ashraf group sit at the city BNFP ollice

Ghose Roadl.

al K D

The rival groups hold meetings and bring out processions separately

On same Issues.,

The Intra-party rivalry intensifled centring formation of city and
district units of the All-Party Action Committee (APAC) early this year.
The two groups proposed their candidates for posts ol convener of the

See page 11 col 6

By Nazrul Islam

Vear
Assumir
Awami

er in 1996, the

government

1& é_:ll ALY

l_.c‘.-L_Hr'

announced : i pOI u'». Or a lour-ure
local government structure
For election of Zila Parishads

except in the three hill districts

the government enacted the Zila
Parishad Law with a provision for
nuhruhjurm As per the law, a
Zila Parishad, comprising a
chairman Lt.:i 20 members
would be elected by a panel ol

voters representing local g
ment bodies at lower ters. Five
seals of the members are reserved
1O WOoInern

[The new r‘i'~k' 11SO DIt 1es 101
appoinfment of an administrator
at the Zila Parishad for the
interim period till election

But « :pn <sition BNP tliled a writ
-.!z.ultr;_,_ the constitutional
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