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Transcom Elect

SCADA project

in the racks

Star Report

The fate of a Tk 105 crore
SCADA project for modernisation
of the country’'s gas supply sys-
tem has become uncertain after
the Gas Transmission Company
Limited (GTCL) terminated the
project contractors for falling to
complete the work.

According to sources, although
Granger System, the UK-based
contractor, supplied all the equip-
ment for the project, it could not
[inish Installation as it was liqui-
dated by that time,

The GTCL is now trying to
complete the work through the
principal subcontractor, which,

the sources sald, would take
time.
Granger System, however,

owes a huge amount of money (o
a number of local firms, which
provided office furniture and
stationary, and services.

According to an.estimate, the
company owes around Tk 8.45
crore to 12 suppliers. As its local
office was closed down after
liquidation the local firms could
not realise the pending bllls.

In response to a formal com-
plaint. flled by the local suppliers,
the Brtish High Commission
contacted Granger's London
office, which promised that the
outstanding bills would be settled

very soon,

However, the suppliers are yet
(o get any money.

When contacted, a high official
of the British High Commission
told the Dalily Star that they were
aware of the situation.

"We recelved a number of com-
plaints against the company and
we communicated it to the British
authority few months back,” he
saild. "But we do not Kknow
whether any further development
has been made In this regard."

Admiralty Court
Bill passed

The Jatlya Sangsad yesterday
passed the Admiralty Court Bill,
2000 as recommended by the
Parliamentary Standing Commit-
tee on the Ministry of Law, Jus-
tice and Parliamentary Affairs,
reports BSS,

Piloting the bill, Law Minister
Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru
sald the passage of the bill would
bring dynamism In the shipping
sector and help attract the entre-
preneurs to invest more in trade
and Industries sectors.

Under the new Law High Court
Division will act as the Admiralty
court.

Angry people
lay siege to
Pallabi thana

By Staff Correspondent

About 800 people lald a slege Lo
Pallabl thana yesterday morning
protesting attack on them by local
maastans, sources said.

Local people sald more than 20
armed men went to the D-Lane
Avenue-3 at Pallabl and asked
them to leave the area. The mis-
creants also threatened to kill
them.

Later, the angry people under
the banner of "Stranded Pakl-
stani Youth Rehabilitation Move-
ment” led by one Nawsher Ali
wenlt to the Pallabl police station
to file a complaint.

The residents of the area laid a
slege to the police station as they
were not allowed to file a com-
plaint,

When contacted, Pallabi police
could not say anything about the
Incident.

4 Indians held
in Bagerhat

BAGERHAT, Nov 23: Four
Indian citizens were arrested
from Moubhog village under
Fakirhat upazila of the district
today for travelling without pass-
port, reports UNB.

The arrested were Identifled as
Govinda, 20, Gourango, 20,
Prodeep, 21 and Nimal, 25.

BCL factions fight|
on DU campus

By DU Correspondent

Three aclivists of ruling party
backed Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) were Injured during
a clash between Its two factions
over formation of Its committee In

the History Department of Dhaka

University yesterday,

The clash took place as a
sequel to an Incident when the
general secretary of BCL unit of
Dhaka University AKM Azim
announced a committee In a
council, held at room no. 1022 of
Arts Bullding of the university,
'without Informing BCL leaders.
who were students of the depart-
ment’,

Two members of BCL central
executive committee and also
former History students
Morsheduzzaman Selim and
Lablu arrived at the councll soon
after the announcement of the
committee. They stopped the
microphone and asked to post-
pone the programme, sources
sald.

Then tenslort mounted among
the attendants of the programme
and In the mean time two rival
groups locked in a clash.

A BCL cadre from Mohsin Hall

attacked Its rival faction of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall inside the Arts

Bullding and later chased them
away towards Madhu's canteen

as 'they came to know that some-
body “assaulted their leaders'
Panic gripped the general stu-
dents during the clash at noon.

The injured were identified as
Shimnl, resident of room no. 306
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall, Kabir, finance
Secre of BCL unit of the same
hall and Moshiur of Mohsin Hall,

The injured were treated at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), sources said.

Later, senlor leaders Rafiqul
Islam Kotoal and Saifuddin Nasir
lormed the committee at the
council.

Meanwhile, the DU unit of BCL
will hold an extended meeting
today to discuss the incident.

Shibir cadre
arrested 1n

Moheskhali

COX'S BAZAR, Nov 23: Police
arrested a Shibir cadre and mem-
ber of 'Seven Star’ group from
Gorokghata in the Moheskhalli
Island on Wednesday night,
reports UNB. ;

The gang leader, Enamul Hagq,
28, was arrested when he was
closely monitoring the movemen!

See page 11 col 6

Eco-park at tribals' cost? ||

Over 1,000 Khasi, Garo families fear eviction
By Naimul Haq, back from Moulvi Bazar

-More than a thousand tribal families face evic-
tion from their ancestral land in the Khasf hills in
the country’s north-east, thanks to a four-year
project that contemplates facllities for tourists,
preservation of rare forest animals and plants and
constructions of bulldings for offices and schools in

Eco-park for whose delight?

The proposed Eco-park around
Madhabkunda and Murai Charri

Bazar district has raised fear amongst the tribals,

the famous waterfalls at
in the deep forests of Moulvi
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the remote hills, , T

A government plan to develop an Eco-park | 3
around the famous waterfalls at Madhabkunda |
and Mural Charri in the deep forests of Mouly |
Bazar district endangers age-old human habftation |
and natural forests. "

It was learnt that the decision |
for the Madhabkunda—MuM" |
Charra Eco-park .
project was taken without the |
consent of the Khasl and {1
tribes who have been 4%

o _.

There are allegations that the |
tribals are being pressurised |
from the project authorities to |
leave their home. Even people,
who lease agreement of
high land, are being told to move
away. -

There are also of indis-
criminate felling of trees in the |
name of the project. 11

‘I have been living here for 74 |
years and I have hardly ever seen | |
trees being cho Aowrt to |
make household goods. But iIn | |
recent times, that trend ison the | |
rise.” an old man told this corre- |
spondent duri a visit last | §
weekend at Madhab Punii (vil- 494
lage) In Barolekha. :

See page 11 col 1
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Trader shot

dead 1n
city

By Staft Correspondent

Miscreants shot dead a gar-
ments cut plece trader at
Islambagh in the city's Lalbagh
area in the early hours of yester-
day.

The victim was identified as
Delwar Hossain Delu, 28, son of
Abdur Rashid of 19/1
Dhakeshwari, Palashi.

Police said a gang of miscre-
ants led by Zaki and Motalleb
called Delu out of a stationery
shop at Dhakeshwari at about
7:30 pm on Wednesday and took
him to Islambagh.

The gang shot him in his head
point blank and stabbed In his
back. They also took away Tk

See page 11 col 2
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CARPET! CARPET!!

BANGLADESH JUTE MILLS CORPORATION

Shopping Bag,

For further details please contact:
Phone: 9551155, 9553605, 9555203, 9552307

Fresh spate of
bloodletting
sweeps Gaza

Israeli soldier, Palestinian
militant killed

JERUSALEM, Nov 23: An Israeli soldier and a Palestinian militant
were Killed in a fresh wave of bloodletting Thursday as the Palestinians
sald they were ready (o go back to the bargaining table only if the Israell

slege” were halted, reports AFP.

The violence came as Israel was weighing its response to a deadly
rush-hour car bombing in the north of the country on Wednesday that
prompted a new US effort to end the two-month cycle of unrest and

repair the shattered peace process.

“We haven't renounced our right to respond,” Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Shlomo Ben Ami warned, saying the security cabinet meet again
Thursday night todiscuss the latest escalation and possible strategies.

Ben Ami also sald US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright had
called him Wednesday night to tell him of Palestinian leader Yasser
Aralat’s desire to revive stalled peace negotiations.

“If this is serfous, it could be a sign

of distress or a desire to exit this

cycle of violence,” he told public radio. "We will have to let the Ameri-

cans verify that.”

But in Cairo, Palestinian international co-operation minister Nabil
Shaath the negotiations could resume only if there was a halt to the
Israell "aggression” and the implementation of a truce deal reached at
the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh more than a month ago.

"We are ready to resume the peace process and the negotiations, but |

we want to see a total end to the siege,” Shaath told reporters in Cairo.

Close to 270 people have been killed, most of them Palestinians, in
the tide of unrest in the Palestinian territories and Israel.

Israell Prime Minister Ehud Barak suspended the seven-year-old
peace process a month ago but the negotiations had been on hold since
the collapse of the Camp David peace summit in July.

In Thursday's violence, one Israeli soldier was killed and several

See page 11 col 3
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BlG SALE

BJMC’s Carpet at Attractive
25%-45% Discount

CARPET!!!

BIJMC starts sale of its carpet at attractive discount from 26"
November, 2000 & continue upto 21" December, 2000.

From 10 AM-5 PM (Except Friday & Govt. Holidays)
Adamjee Court (Annexe), Ground Floor

115-120, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000

Decorative Fabrics, Jute Blanket etc. at normal prices from

Information & Display Centre, Adamjee Court (Ground Floor).

Doormat,

"

Wall

Hanging
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Members of the Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Committee burnt effigies,

daily recently.

THE
BENGAL

TOURS @

BE A GUEST OF PARJATAN HOTEL
NE-TAUNG AT TEKNAF ‘

Facilities
1 A/C Suite

4 A/C Deluxe Room

Central Reservation
Parjatan Head office
233 Airport Road, Dhaka.
Ph. 8119192, 8117855-9

CHANGE OF OFFICE ADDRESS

THE BENGAL TOURS LTD.

WE HAVE MOVED TO NEW LOCATION AS FOLLOWS

HOUSE # 66, ROAD # 10, BLOCK D
gx? BANANAI, DHAKA
Y TEL.: +880-2- 8820716
LS~ TEL/FAX: +880-2-9885940
| E-MAIL: bengal@agni.com
All our valued patrons are requested to contact as per
the above address.

Stay at newly built Parjatan Hotel Ne-Taung
(Hill of God) situated at fascinating hilly green
forest area at Teknaf on the bank of Naaf river

near Myanmar (Burma) border.

10 Non A/C Standard Room
150 Seating Ma Thin Restaurant

| protesting parody of the national anthem published in a Bengali |

-- Star photo

Rate
Ta. 1800.00

Ta. 1200.00
Ta. 650.00

For details please contact :

Reservation

Parjatan Holiday Complex
Cox's Bazar

Ph. 0341-4202

< BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION

NATIONAL TOURISM ORGANIZATION

Bangabandhu Murder éase
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All 15 officers equally ‘
gUilty, says SPP

Submitting evidences and relevant law points,
prosecution in the Bangabandhu Murder case tried
to convince the court that the leader's assassination
was the result of a deep-rooted conspiracy and all
the convicts are gullty, reports UNB.

"All those who were convicted by the lower court
were involved in the killing of Bangabandhu and
they had common intent about the Kkilling,” said
advocate Serajul Hugq, special PP of Bangabandhu
Murder case in the death reference bench of the
High Court yesterday.

Before the killing of Bangabandhu, the conspira-
tors held meetings In different places in Dhaka and
Comilla for successfully carrying out the killing
operation.

Referring to sections 10, 30 and 34 of Bangladesh
Penal Code, the prosecution counsel contended that
as all the 15 army officers convicted in the case had
A4 common intention and executed the killing plot
together, all of them are equally guilty.

The prosecution counsel is actually now submit-
ling the matters in view of law points as to how all
the death sentences given by the lower court were

R U S g e s — VTS

very much correct and authentic. L
Dhaka District and Sessions Judge Kazi Golanf
Rasul, after one and a half years of hearings, passedt §
verdict in the case on November 8, 1998 sentencing §
to death the 15 army officers for killing ¥
Bangabandhu along with his family members on §
August 15, 1975. E &
Of the 15 condemned, four are in Dhaka Central
Jaill. They are Col Syed Farooq Rahman, Col §
Shariyar Rashid Khan, Maj Mohiuddin Ahmed and
Maj Bazlul Huda. y
Eleven others are on the run abroad and the
government is trying to bring them to justice. g
The chief prosecution counsel, Serajul Hug, was §
assisted by DAG Shamsuddin Chowdhury Manik,
AAG Anisul Hug, AAG Mosharral Hossain Kajol, §
AAG Halder All, AAG Towfiga Karim and Advocate
Khijir Hayat Lizu. -3
The death-reference bench comprising Justice
*Ruhul Amin and Justice A B M Khairul Huq will |
continue hearing on Sunday on the question of
confirming the death sentences against 15 con-
victed officers.
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