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SIGNIFICANCE OF GREAT ARMED FORCES DAY

Maj Gen Syeed Ahmed, BP, awc, psc

It is a matter of pride for us that we achieved our independence through long struggle and sac-
rifice. Unfurling of our National Standard in 1971 was marked by the battlefield sound of
our War of Independence fought over nine months. Undoubtedly, the progress of battle during our
War of Independence was hastened from the memorable day of ‘21 November’, the day when the
final and combined assault against enemy started with a single aim- ‘the Victory’.

21 November of 1971~ was the day when defence personnel along with the people of all spheres
of activities kept on attacking enemy relentlessly. Since then though every move cost the life of
innumerable motivated comrades, there was no looking back till the final victory was won on 16
December. The significance of the day needs to be felt by heart and it is our sacred responsibili-
ty to pass on the spirit of the 21st November 1971 to our future generation. But to understand the
depth of the significance we need to look into the background history a bit.

Britishers after the victory in the Battle of Palassey in 1757 gradually occupied the entire sub-
continent and continued to rule and perpetuate exploitation of the masses till 1947. In the face of
continued mass movement for independence, Britishers vacated the sub-continent after about 200
years by creating two countries-India and Pakistan on religious line. This artificial partition was
no succour for the Bengalees of East Pakistan. It was only the change of colonial yoke for the
Bengalees of East Pakistan. Bangla, the spoken language of the majority people was set aside for
Urdu to be the state language of Pakistan. The language movement of 1952, the movement to
establish Bangla in its rightful place was faced with bullet and much blood was shed on the streets
of Dhaka. Soon after West Pakistanees showed the same attitude as that of the Britishers in our
own soil and the heinous face of our so-called Muslim brothers were unveiled. It was made to
understand that they were the rulers and we were to be ruled. And so, the Begalees of East
Pakistan under the dynamic leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman decided to take
the path of independence. To quell the uprisings of Bengalees, Pakistani rulers imposed ‘Martial
Law’ in 1958 and thereafter instituted “Agartala Conspiracy” case. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the beloved leader of the Bengalees, alongwith many others were arrested. Even then
the spirit of independence movement continued to gain momentum. In the face of mass upsurge
the case against Bangabandhu and others was dropped and his release from jail further embold-
ened and united the Bengalees like a solid rock.

1970's general election result was the correct reflection of people’s aspiration in which majority
seats were won by Awami League under the leadership of Bangabadhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
But the very election victory of Awami League was denied by using military force. Since 25
March night the massacre, organised killing, looting and bumning continued till the I16th
December 1971, they wanted to terrorise and silence the Bengalees once for all. But the situation
turned the other way because the marauding Junta failed miserably to appreciate the wrath of the
so-called docile masses of East Pakistan. Initially, they took up arms in disorganised and short
time defense-offensive moves. During the following eight months, as the freedom fighters gained
experience those isolated military actions got better organised and finally shaped into the planned
final assault from 21 November 1971 onward. Ultimately, the war ended with the fateful surren-
der of Pakistani soldiers and the resultant victory of Bengalee Nation.

Since independence, 21 November had been celebrated in a befitting manner with a package of
national level programmes. To mark the importance of the day different programmes are also
arranged from sunrise to sunset within three services. On this solemn day we must remember and
fully identify ourselves with the masses as we did during our War of Independence in 1971. As
such on the “Armed Forces Day 2000 we pray to Almighty Allah — please give us the ability to
serve the nation during war and peace.
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