- ILO adopts sanctions against
Myanmar over forced labour
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GENEVA, Nov 17: The Inter-
national Labour Organisation
(ILO) called on its members
here Thursdav to review their
ties with Myanmar because of
the countryv's use of forced la-
bour. a spokesman for the ILO
said. reports AFP.

The ILO's governing body
rejected a last-minute attempt
by Malaysia to put off the sanc-
tions and against Myanmar
which will take effect from No-
vember 30, spokesman John
Doohan said.

The move, adopted without a
vote late Thursday, is the first
of its kind in the Geneva-based
ILO's history.

It recommends ILO members
--  workers . and emplovers’
groups. and countries -- review
their relations with Myammar
and take steps to ensure their
ties do not help continue or
extend forced labour.

Mvanmar's Ambassador 10
the United Nations U Mvathan

told the meeting earlier Thurs-
dayv that if the measures were
adopted it would represent a
“tragic and deplorable episode”
in the ILO'Ss history.

They were "highly undesir-
able and objectionable” il
adopted, he added.

The ILO wants Myvanmar to
comply with recommendations
made by a 1998 committee ol
inquiry which found wuse ol
forced labour to be "widespread
and svstematic”,

The sanctions were adopted
by the International Labour
Conference in June but put on
hold until the end of this month
to give Myammnar's military
junta time to adopt concrete
action.

A report by experts who car-
ricd out a six-day mission to
the conntry at the end of Octo-
ber found the country had
made progress in L‘ham’ging IS
laws to end the use of lorced
labonr, but far less in putting

legislative changes into prac-
tie o,
Just  after  their return,

Francis Maupain of France who
led the technical team told a
news briefing here "the late
stage” of the overall measures
takenn by Myanmar meant it
was difficult to know how effec-
tive they would be.

Representatives from both
workers' and employers' groups
-- making up hall of the total
number of 56 votes in the ILO's
pgoverning body -- told the ses-
sion on Thursday that meas-
ures taken by Myvammar were
“too little too late”

France. speaking on behall
of the European Union, and the
US. also said they supported
sanctions. while a nwnher ol
Asian countries were opposed,
mcluding Japan, Indiae Paki-
stan  and China,  highhghting
the steps Myanmar had taken.

The Myanmar governiment
said recently it had issued a
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Foundation layin

Thme 11.30 am.

directive banning foreed labour.

Mavanmar's Deputy Forelgn
Minister Khin Maung Win said
last week : "This order has been
circulated right down to the
village level and posted in every
police station." ‘

‘It states that all responsible

tan, Time : 9.00 am.

Press Club, Time : 10,00 am.
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ceremony:
Shethh Hasima will lay the Toundaton stone of Bangabuidiin
Shetkh Mujibur Rahunan Hall at Jabangirmagar University.
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Reunion: 1ie “Tritivo Ufjibok Punormilon” of The Hunger
Project will be held. Venue: Mahanagar Natyva Mancha, Gulis-

Seminar: Bangladesh Bird Club will hold a seminar on
People's Role In Saving Bird™, Venue: VIP Lounge of National

Reunion: the Reunion 2000 of the Departiment of Mai-
agement of Dhaka University will be held. Chief guest: DU VO
Prol AK Azad Chowdhury. Venue: Teacher Student Centre

;wrsnns inr*ludin(.i the armed
orces, police and local authori-
ties  should not  requisition (TSC). DU campus. Time : 9.00 am-8.00 pm.

forced labour.," he said,

Nearly one million people are
currently subjected to forced
labour in Mvanmar, the Inter-
national Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICKFTU) said on
Wednesday basing its estimate
on 580 cases of forced labour
and more than 2,000 cases of
repPression

The Brussels-based organi-
sation sald it had also exam-
nied more than 400 labour req-
uisition orders issued by mem-

ritin. Time @ 10:00 am.,

bers ol the army and several
dozen wilness statements since
June

German foreign
trade with Russia
rises sharply

WIESBADEN. Germany, Nov
1 7: German trade with Russia
rose up sharply in the lirst six
months of this vear. data pub-
lished by the federal statistics
office on Friday showed. reports
AFP

German exported goods
worth a total 2.78 billion euros
(2.4 billion dollars) in the period
from January to June. 3449 per
cent more than m the corre
sponding period of [

The Dbiggest increase  was
seen i the exports ol Germatl-

made motor yvehicles, wihnicly
rose by Y38 per cenl I-\i"'”“
of electrical A1l Cleciron

i 1-11

goods grew by 520 pen
-|x '."I:Il il

But the vahie ol go
('t.li]]llll\ !lli;“’]h'l fl-1|. i"”"‘""“']i

rose even more sharplys e e

Jannan -lune perod Lt Was
becauise onl gl gas accotnired
for most of the unports and the
pricc ol bhoth oil and gas hias
riscn sharply on a 1Z-month
h.lkl“-

STE TR mporied goous
worth o total .0 bhithon euros
iy the hiest hall of the current
vear. 8oy per cent more than
in the, corre sponding period ol
1 904

lmports of crude ol soared
160 per cent to 2.76 billion

euros and unports of fuel and
gas jumped 65.3 per cent o
1 .99 hillion euros. the statistcs

office said »

Mazda posts

$ 88.2m loss
in 6 months

IOORY(). Nov 17: Mazda Mo-
tor (orp on Fridavy said a
slowedd expports and a stronger
ven cambimed to cause a 9.59
billion ven (S88.2 million) group
net loss tor the six months to
Hr'iﬁl ) reports \P

Fhe eamuings skid compare
to a 13.2 hillion ven (S121.4

uullion) profit lor the
riod last vear
First-hiall groug siales fell 7.5

sA1ne |lr‘-

per cent (o | OOO irillion ven
(S9.23 billion! Irom [.O88 1ril-
lion ven (S10 billion) as exporls
to Northh America and Enrope
declined. the company sauld
Mazda. the smallest of Ja
pans fve major anto makers
also said that by nest Septend
ber it would shhwat down one of

two assembly lines at its Lijina
factory in Hiroshima. western
Japan. shiftiug production to a
plant in Europe operated by
Ford Motor Co

Mazda is 34 per cent owned
by Ford. and has a few overseas
manufacturing facilitiecs. The
company didn't say where in
Europe it planuned to build its
cars

Sumitomo. Mitsul
Chemicals plan
to merge

TOKYO. Nov 17 -l.||u.IHt ~ie
chemical companies Sunitomno
Chemical Co. i, aned NS
Chemicals Inc. will comnplete o
terger within two vierars (o by
come the nation s largest «ang
prehensive chemieal manlace
turer. the companies saul Fri-
dav. reports AFP

Mitsui Chemicals and Su-
mitomo Chemical have reached
a hasic agreement consoli-
thae a1 thieir businesses
aroauud COxraber 20053 1o bheecome
A global leader m the chemical
imduasiry of the 21st century.”
the compames said in a joint
Statcmnient

“The consohidation will be
preceded by the megration ol
the polyolefins (thermoplastics)

1()

businesses of Misui and Sa-
milomo by arowuned 2000107 1
addee«

-JEIIJHHH secoml el third

largest chemical manutac iurers
said intensifving global compe-
tition had prompted the move

“The business environment
Is becoming increasimgly  difli-
cult for Mitsui and Sunitonlo,
4s markets continue (o grow
borderless and a race against
overseas competitors ever in-
tensifies.”

“Mitsuil and Sumitomo came
to realize that enhancing com-
petitiveness through expanded
business scale is a myst for
securing  future  growth and
further  enhancing
value.” the two firims added.

The darector of the Ferson-Bio company

fence ministry said.

Gerard Bardad, erabs a2 handful of bone-meal 1in Auch
on Thursdav. The enuire production of the company's bone meal will be destroyed following the
mad cow crisis. The French army will make available military facilities for the storage of thou-
sands of tones of animal meal banned this week in a crackdown on mad cow disease, the de-
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Conference: 1he first national conference of Banglades!
Museum Council will be held. Venue: Kabi Sufia Kamal audito-
rivin of National Museum, Shahbagh. Thme :

10.00 am,

Council: The biennial counell of Bangladesh Diploma
Nurses Association will be held. Venue: Sheba Institute audito-

S}'mpOSIum: United Nations Women's Association n co-
apcranion with the Dhaka American Women's Club and British
Vooanen s Association will hold a symposium on "Women and
Human Rights In Bangladesh: What are the Issues and How
L hey are Addressed”™. Venue: BRAC auditorium. Time 2:00 pm.

Meena Bazar: rifies Family Welfare Association will in-

augurate an eight-day long exhibition of handicrafts and Meena
Bazar. Venue: Abhayaranya, Pilkhana, BDR. Time :

3.00 pm.

programme: Women's Federation for World
Peace 1s going to hold “Bangladesh-Japan Sisterhood Cere-
mony . Venue: Top ol the Park. Hotel Sheraton. Time

COHgTESS: The seventh International Sur
be inangurated. Chief guest: Chief Justice Lati
Ball Room of Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 9.00 am.

1.00 .

cal Congress will
ur Rahiman. Timne:

Seminar: Bangladesh Professional Security Association will
hold a seminar on "Role of Private Security Services in the Socio-
of Banpgl
Centre, IDB Bhaban. Agargaon. Time: 10.00 am - 2.00 pm.

adesh”.

Venue: Conference

day, reports UNB.

over the country, it added.

at Srimangol.

tomorrow at 6:16am.

India keeps ban on foreign
equity in print media

NEW DELHI. Nov 17: India
said Friday it had decided to
retain a 45-yvear-old ban on
foreign investment in the do-
mestic print nedia, reports
AFP .

Following a national debat:
on the issue, the government
has concluded that foreign eq-
uity in the print media "will not
be a desirable thing.” Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Minister
Sushma Swaraj was quoted as
saving by the Press Trust ol
India

The concerns that led to the
ban being imposed in 1955 are
'still valid,” Swaraj said. citing
the influence of the print media

on the political process

Last month., Swaraj had
hinted the govermment was
considering lifting the ban,

whicli extends to the publica-
tion of toreign journals in India

The minister had cited the
spread of the Internet as the
Immain reason behind the re-
think

The strictures on foreign-
owned newspapers owe their
genesis to India's first prime
nunister Jawarharlal Nehru
whose opposition to anvthing

Almerican was so strong that in
thie 19508 he unposed a ban to
stop the New York Times from

_AFP photo Citv/Town Tt”'ll‘l[fr‘réltlll’f‘
in Celsius

Max Min

Dhaka 29.6 19.7

Chittagong 30.5 18.2

Rajshahi 30.3 18.5

Khiutlna 31.0 18.8

Barnsal 30.2 18.0

Svihet 29.4 17.2

Cox's Bazai 32.2 20.0

Dry weather likely

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with temporary partly
cloudy sky over the country in the next 12 hours till 6 pm to-

Met office predicted light to moderate fog may occur over
northern to central part and the river basins of the country after
midnight. Night temperature may remain nearly unchanged

The country's highest temperature recorded vesterday was
32.2 degree Celsius at Cox's Bazar and the lowest 15.7 degree

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:12 pm and rises

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
I some major cities and towns vesterday were:

Humidity in
percentage
Morning Evening
69 62
80 70
86 79
79 78
82 91
63 71
9 70

printing an internafional edition
m India

A proposal to the
protectionist policy lirst reared
its head in 1994 when former
finance minister Manmohan
Singh said he wanted India to
be a regional publishing hub.

The statement was followed
by applications for local print-

reverse

MODITUKHALI
Nov 17: Industries Minisier
Tofail Ahmed today asked
Awami League workers to gear
up government programme for

(Faridpur).

ing from Time magazine and a | people’s economic emancipa-
raft of papers owned by media | tion, foiling all conspiracies
baron Rupert Murdoch. being hatched against the

But Indian  newspapers | party, reports UNB. |
complained the move would Pakistani rulers and anti-
subvert national sovereignty [ liberation forces could not de-

stroy Awami League because of
unity among its leaders and
workers. although the Killers
assassinated father of the na-

and lead to slanted reportage
and foreign groups buying up
local papers

corporate

lion in 1995, he said at a party
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EU Commission President Romano Prodi speaks at the European Banking Congress in Frank-
furtyesterday.

workers rally at the training
complex of Faridpur OSugar
Mills.

The minister said sheer
vengeance bound the three
defeated forces together in the
political arena. “They are
hatching conspiracy against

Awaini League to end their dis-
grace caused by downfall.”
Focusing on the AL govern-
ment's achievements he said a
nassive change took place in
the rural areas through con-
struction ol schools. colleges,
mosues,  madrasas.  roads.
bridge and culverts. “So. prople
want to see Awami Lceague

BIWTA office
in Barisal
ransacked

BARISAL. Nov |7: Appar-
ently angered by new rules of
tender dropping. hired goons of
sonie contractors ransacked the

— AFP photo | otlice of Executive Engineer ol
1 Bangladesh (nland Waltes
Transport  Authority (BIWTA)

Long-closed Libya wants
foreign investment

TRIPOLI, Nov 17: Libyan
leader Moamer Kadhafi issued a
rare call for foreign capital.

telling a group of investors here
that his long-closed country
was open to foreigners’ money,
state media reported Thursday,
reports AFP

“Libva is serious in its desire
to encourage loreign investiment
and the participation of foreign
capital in joint projects. not
only in our country but also in
(the rest of) Africa.” Kadhafi told
a gathering ol some 170 busi-
ness representatives, including
some from Europe.

“The Libyan economic sys-
tem Is not opposed to invest-
ment, development,  foreign
capital and foreign participa-
tion.” the Libyan leader sajkd,

The comments were rare for
Kadhafi. who as head of Libya

i

claims to have built a political
system  unique to the world
Kadhafi's Jamahiriva, or Peo-
ple s Authority. has a comn-
pletely  pre-planned economy
that is heavily dependent on oil
revenue but has no foreign
debt.

A member of the OPEC oil
cartel, Libya has a production
quota ol 1.431,2000 barrels a
day,

In April 1999, the United
Nations ended seven vyears of
sanction on Libya imposed for
Tripoli's long refusal to turn
over Libvans accused of the
L1988 bombing of a US airliner
over Lockerbie, Scotland, that
killed 270 people.,

But the vehemently anti-UsSs
Kadhafi warned (nvestors that
they should oppose “those who
attack development, investient

(
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here Wednesday, reports UNDB

Witnesses said a group ol
about 15 gunmen stormed the
oflice at about 12:30 pm and
damaged furniture, window-
panes. o doors ‘

A cmplovee of the oflice
saicdd the contractors  attacked
the ollice
with some BIWTA olficials over
the new rides

Admitting the lact. the Bl-
WTA  Superimtendent Engineer
here sabd for the first time. the
oflice allowed the contractors to

and freedom of trade." accusing
Washington of “through its at-

tacks ]lrl\-'lllg [H’t‘\'{"ll!{'(t the llli'i' thetr tenders lor a work
development of several coun- | wartl abont Tk 5 lakh in Bari-
tries.  ranging  from  African | gap ol Dhaka sunultancously

courntries to Yupgoslavia.”
The Libyvan leader said eco-

KU admission

nomic  development needed
‘peace, cooperation and the Wiz ) .
abolition Utl embargoes and 10\1 11‘01’!]
threats.”

Participants at the Tripoli N()V 19

conlerence, called "Development
and Investment in Libyva," noted
that Libyva needs (o assure 35
billlon dollars of Investment to
carry out a five-year develop-
ment plan due to start next
Vear,

And Libya needs 150 billion
dollars In investinent over the
next 20 years If it to assure at
least five per cent annual
growth. they said, I

KHULNA. Nov 17: Admission
test of Khulnan Universisy (KU)
for lirst vear honours courses
under the academic session
2000-2001 begins on November
15, sadd o press release of the
IKhulna University, reports BSS

About 10,000 candidates will
sit for the test. There are 520
seats i fifteen departments of
the nniversity,
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lollowing altercation |

'Gear up programmes for
economic emancipation'

agaiil in power

Referring to govermnent s
VATLONS development Pro-
grammes, including Asravarn.
monthly allowance for the dis-
tressed people and some others
he said now Bangladesh is con
sidered a prospective conniry
the world.

I'resided  over by upazila
Awami League president Syed
Kabirul Alam. the meeting was
also addressed. among others,
by local MP Kazi Sirajul Islam
and ex-MP Abdur Rouf Mia.

Later, the Industries Minis-

ter inaugurated the sugar-
crushing programme of Farid-
pur Sugar Mills (FSM), with

advice for the mill management
to reduce production cost by
increasing overall productivity
and lessening expenses.

Crushing programme began
today in countrys Six sugar
mills. out of 15, under Bangla-
desh Sugar and Food Indus-
tries Corporation (BSFIC).

This vyear, the target of
sugar production has been fixed
at 1.50 lakh metric tons, less
than half the country's demand
of 3.60 lakh mts.

The minister, in his inaugu-
ral speech, said country's sugar
mills had deposited Tk 2185
crore in tax during post-
liberation period although
these mills incurred loss.

The government increased
the price of sugarcane by Tk 4
P maund, for which the
agrowers will get Tk 41 for per
mannd instead of TK 38.

The industries minister
planted a sugarcane plant in
the demonstration farm of the
il

Homage paid
to Bhasani

Fhe 290h death anniversan
ol Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani was observed vester-
dav across the country, paving
tributes 1o the late leader. re-
ports TN

Dillerent political and socio-
cultural organisations observed
the dayv with  elaborate pro-
gr;mlmt"u mclhading discussions,
milad mahtil and placing of
wreaths at the mazar.

President Shahabuddin Ah-
med.  Prime  Minister  Sheikh
lasina and BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia gave separate mas-
sages  paving homage to the
nncompromising leader.

Tangall district BNP held a
rallv and placed wreaths al
Bhasani's mazar at Santosh.

BNP vice chairman Tarigul

Islam  addressed the rally as
chiel pguest while Mahbubul
Alam Tara. ZA Khan. Shahja.
Lian Siraj, Shamsuzzanan
Dudu,  Selima  Ralunan  and

others spoke in the meeting,
Leaders and workers ol Na-
tloral Awami Party (Bhasani)

wreaths the mazar,

and Workers Party also placed I
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Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism, Housing and Pub.-
lic Works Engineer Mosharraf Hossain addressing the in-
stallation ceremony of the newly-elected Executive Commit-
tee of Bangladesh Biman Officers’ Association at “Balaka™
premises on Wednesday.

Physiotherapy and Rehabilitation Centre for the disabled
orgamised a seminar on ‘Physiotherapy: A medicine today
and tomorrow at the National Press Club vesterday. Dr. Al-
taf Ho==min Sarker presented eight papers in the seminar.
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A bveamember weam led by Dr Thomas Nzioki Kibua, Dep-
ulty Governor of Central Bank of \Kenya, regently wisited,
Palli Karma-Sahavak Foundation (PKSF), the apex funding
acency for microcredit, and met its Managing Director Dr.
Salehuddin Ahmed and other high officials of the Founda-
L10m.
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The Training Centre of Birgan) Community Health Project
under Bangladesh Nazarene Mission was inaugurated by
German ambassador Uwe Schramm recently. The training
centre has been constructed in the village of Komorpur un-
der Birgan) thana of Dinajpur district with financial sup-
port from' the Ministry for Economic Cooperation of the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany and Helping Hands, Germany.
The opening ceremony was also attended by Dr. Hermann
Gschwandiner, President of Helping Hands.
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Rapport Award tor Excetlence in Human Resources Devel-
opment ceremony was held at Sheraton Hotel vesterday
— Star photo
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Ma; Gen (retd) Subed Ali Bhuivan distributed scholarshi

among the students of Juranpur Adarsha College in Daud-
kandi on Wednesday:. |
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