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Flora's father

surfaces!
By Staff Correspondent

A man named Abdus Salam
| Bhuyan yesterday claimed that
Flora's actual name |Is

his three daughters. |

Salam, 50, went to Alena
Khan of Manobadhikar
Bastobayan Sansthya and told
her that Khatrunnessa. student
of class nine, left home in Sep-
tember when she was rebuked
by him for watching TV for long
periods.

Salam said he hailed [rom
village Pushkunirpar under
Muradnagar thana In
Brahmanbaria district. He
claimed that her daughter
Khairunnessa left home when
she was rebuked for watching
TV and not going to school.

He produced a photo, which
resembled Flora's appearance,
Alena Khan told the Daily Star
yesterday.

Alena Khan, said she will
take Flora to village
Pushkunirpar to verify Salam's
claim.

Flora was found abandoned
at the Zia International Airport
on October 24. She had claimed
that she and her ‘papa’ came to
ZIA in an evening flight.

Khalnunnessa and she is one ol

Govt considering
action against
unauthorised

establishments
at Dhanmondi

Government is considering
acltion against illegal establish-
ments in Dhanmondl area that
are blamed for deterioration of
law and order in the capital's

posh residential area, reporis
UNB.
Educational institutions and

clinics in the area are among the
unauthorised establishments
requented by
people.

Police recently

report blaming outsiders who

come to these establishments for |

committing crimes In the area.
See page 11 col 7
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PM's directive goes unheeded

Vested groups thwart
transfer of over
500 jalmahals

Despite a directive from the Prime Minister,
the Fisheries Ministry is yet to get hold of the 568
weltlands (jalmahals), rich in fisheries, for their
conservation under a sustainable management
plan to boost fish production in the country.

Fisheries Ministry sources said only about 30
jalmahals above 20 acres each have been
handed over to it by the Land Ministry since

April 14 this year.

Transfer of the other jalmahals has become
uncertain as vested groups who thrive on their
earnings have managed to thwart the process,
sources said. Earnings from the water bodies

run into millions of taka annually.

The lessees sub-let the water bodies to others
who catch everything including the fries, which

depletes the fish resources.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina earlier directed

By Shehab Ahmed

participation.

the Land Ministry to hand over the water bodies to the
Fisheries Ministry Instead of leasing those to local
influential pt‘Op]f" for Increasing fish production and
better management of the eco-system with people's

Against this backdrop, the Fisheries Ministry has
planned to develop the wetlands as fish hs bitats to
regenerate the dwindling fish resources.

The Fisheries Department In cooperation with the

for fish and water.

local administration and NGOs will manage those with
people's participation. To help the process, the Waler
Development Board will excavate the canals und other
channels so that those can serve the purpose of outlets

But the vested quarters in connivance with some
officials of the local administration have so far man

aged to put the plan on virtual hold, making It uncer-

tain. the sources added.
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Abahani's prolific Ghanian striker Kennedy scoring his team's second goal against Mohammedans at
the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. Abahani won the Premier Division football league
. 'super four' clash 3-1 (Story on page 13).

--Star photo by Anisur Rahman.

Non-payment of hugé debts

KNM virtually shut down

KHULNA, Nov 17: Resumption
of production in Khulna New
Print Mills (KNM) is not possible
unless funds are provided.

Production in the mill Is
stopped since November 9 due o
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From Quazi Amanullah

lack of furnace oil, pulp and other
raw materials.

KNM authorities said the mill
has no funds to purchase the
inputs, which cost Tk eight lakh
daily.

The oil companies and Lhe
Sundarbans Forest Division
have stopped supply of oil and
Gewa wood for non-payment of
huge outstanding bills, a top
official of KNM told this corre-
spondent this morning.

The mill owes Tk 30 crore to oll
companies, Tk 15 crore to the
Sundarbans Forest Division, Tk
20 crore to the Power Develop
ment Board and Tk 40 crore to
Sonall Bank, the official said.

"We are expecling a cheque for
Tk 50 lakh as advance from Ban-
gladesh Book Publishers' Associ-
ation on condition of supplying

newsprint toit”, he said.
The mill is virtually closed
down, some dealers and buvers

claimed. They made advance
payments tlotalling about Tk two
crore for supply of newsprint, and
are now planning to go to court Lo
realise the money, they said.

Publishers of some dailies and
weeklles made advance payments
totalling over TK one crore for
supply of newsprint. On the other
hand, publishers of two Dhaka
dailles owe huge amounts to the
mill against supply of newsprint
on credit, another official In the
production section said.

The stoppage of production
has created labour unrest. Last
month's salary and wages have
not yet been pald to employees
and workers, who have threat

See page 11 col 1
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Clinton says
in Hanoi

HANOI, Nov 17: Standing In
what was an enemy capital until
25 years ago, US President Blll
Clinton told the Vietnamese
people today that the United
States joins with them in honour-
ing the sacrifices of war so that “a
painful past can be redeemed In a
peaceful and prosperous future,"
reports AP,

To a communist nation still
suspicious of the West, Clinton
pleaded for a more open Vietnam-
ese soclety and economy.

He said the new generation
deserves "the chance to live in
your lomorrows, nol our yester-
days."”

"We cannolt change the past,
sald the [irst American president
to come to Vietnam since the
war's end. "What we can change
is the future.”

In an unprecedented act, the
authorities broadcast his speech
live. His immediate audience was

See page 11 col 1

United States President Bill Clinton together with his Vietnamese counterpart Tran Duc Lurmg (R)

during the welcoming ceremony at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi yesterday. Clinton's
first ever by a US president to the unified communist state.

visit 1s the

-AFP photo

continues
to plant
landmines

BANDARBAN, Nov 17:
Myanmar border forces (NASAKA)
continued to plant landmines in
Bangladesh-Myanmar borders
sparking tension in frontier vil
|.r'__'l“-u.lIlE]['TI'UIH"[HHI*._:Hl}HTﬂ}{}ffﬂt*
protest with their counterparts,
reports BSS

Officials said NASAKA forces in
a Iresh move began planting
hundreds of mines within the live
miles area of the 'zero point' defy
ingy
despite the death ol three
Bangladeshi woodcutters includ
ing a 13-vear old boy in mine
blasts in the past week

BDR officials said they had
ordered border reinforcement as
the NASAKA forces were yet to
respond to a proposal for flag
meetings.

Jubo League
activist shot

dead 1n
Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 17: Jubo League
activist Shahidul Islam 28,
shot dead by some unidentilied
miscreants at east Bania Khamar

was

under Khulna thana at 5pm
today

Police and witnesses said
Shahidul came under .attack

while he was returning home by a
rickshaw.

He was shot in his head and
chest and died on the spot.

Police said Shahidul might
have been killed a sequel to previ
ous enmity. His body was sent to
morgue lor aulopsy.

Police further said that
Shahidul was a terrorist and one
of the accused in Chhatra Dal
leader Rezwan murder case
recorded with Khulna thana in
| 99R.

He was the ring leader of 'Jalil
Bahini’' formed at east Bania
Khamar last year, police sald.

No case was filed in this con
nection till filing of this report.

Degree (Pass),
Subsidiary
Exams begin
today

By Staff (

Degree Pass and
examinations, 2000
National University
today.

A lotal ol 3.21 lakh examinecs,
including 81,903 females will
appear at the examinations in
602 centres In six divisions ol the
country.

Four hundred vigilance teams
and 64 high-powered mobile
teams comprising teachers from
universilies and colleges have
been formed to check unfalr
means and maintain law and
order during the examinations,

The examinations were earlier
scheduled for October 29, The
date has been shifted due to
loods In the southwestern dis-
Lricts,

In the pass course, there will be
1.12,598 BA examinees; 83,911
BSS; 19,866 BSc; 34,641 B.Com:
33 Bachelor of Music and 2,797
Certificate Course examinees,
Examinations In the [flood
alfected southwestern districtls
will be held later. The schedule
will be announced soon.
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Hardliners press for JCD
led by Pintu and Laltu

By Rezaul Karnim

BNP hardliners have again made a move to estab
lish their supremacy in the party and win over the
party chief to implement their plans

Sources sald they met Khaleda Zia on Tuesday
night, brieled her about the party situation in their
own way' and insisted that the new central commit
tee of BNP's student front Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra Dal
be formed with Nasirnuddin Ahmed Pintu and
Shahabuddin Ahmed Laltu at the top

The party chief, who could not attend party activi
ties for nearly a month due to her illness, was appar
ently convinced by the hardliners. They took the
advantage as most ol the moder
out ol the capital on party programmes, the sources
sald.

In an earlier move the hardliners had convinced
Khaleda Zia to form the JCD central committee with
Pintu and Laltu but it falled as majority of the party
leaders and activists in BNP and JCD strongly
opposed it

Khaleda Zia refrained from taking
this regard as top party leaders threatened to resign

The hardliners, who were almost absent from
party programmes on November 7, briefed her that
the moderate leaders "compromised” with the gov
ernment and announced a mass |
programme instead of holding the schedule
meeting at Paltan Maidan defying a
restriction.

Although the Novembel
"big success," the hardliners gave her a "bad impres
sion” about it. She was apparently dissatisfied over
the recent role of some moderate leaders and agreed
with the hardliners to form the JCD central cominit
tee with Pintu and Laltu at the top, parly insiders
said.

Her approval in this regard is likely in a couple of
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among some party

r] 1ys, 4 senlol
mi
She is now fully convine r*d and will soon make
major changes by inducting new faces in the leader-
ship to bring dynamism In ps rrT} activities and inten-
sify the current anti-government movement,” he
said

r leader belonging to the hardline group

that the hardliners held a series of
secret meetings in the city in last ifew days. They also
held a number of meetings vesterday and the day

before and chalked out p].-_:m:s win over her.

It was learnt

f:siki!:;lt:'1"!1t'[-‘.1:}", Star, a number of senior BNP
leaders expressed their surprise over the "mysteri
ous activities” of the hardliners. They -f:_ﬂura;"'-‘f the
image of the party in the past by implementation

their imprudent decisions and programmes and
have becom again to destroy the party before
the upcoming national election, the leaders said

They said il will be difficull lo maintain discipline
i1 Lhe party and most ol
the party chiel fort
proposed by the hardliners and
their advice
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any ume as majority of leaders and activists of the
party and its front organisations are frustrated in
this situation, one of them said

[he hardliners, failing to implement their "hasty
plans” in recent days, have now "m ome desperate
and are creating pressure on the party chairperson
he said.

Meanwhile, a strong resentment is prevailing in

the rank and file of BNP and its front organisations
There is an apprehension
leaders that the conll Ween
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